Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



.)^ 





& 



:^N\s^\ 



-lA ♦• '*^* 



Vfc.^ 



!► 



i 







^ 



4 



l^/L-O-^'-t^J,^ -■■-/, <^-- * 



TBB 

GUARDIAN GENIUS 
FEDERAL UNION; 

ADMONITIONS ON THE SIGNS 'OP THE TIMES, 

HUMAN SLAVERY.' 
BEAUTIES OP PHILANTHROPY. 



Flltdim'i glunmii Sun, H^ptlling Ihi b 



BY A PHIIANTHROPIST. 



ILLUSTRATED WI 

NEW YORK: 
PUBLISHED FOR THE AUTHOR. 



THE GOARDIAN aENTOS 

FEDERAL UNION. 



THE BEAUTIES OF PHILANTHROPY 

U AN AFPrnOFKIATE 

" THE PKOGEESS OF CRUELTY." 
7\e platti ty Ikt nutW ftOrUt WilUma HfgvA, Uit txpLsuttcM bf m 

Ret. Jdm TViubr. J /no dta^iMM.Jn. tU pltlu and roniinmf^ art 

mmktd hf tnuikcli. 

" These prints were en^ved wi(h the hope of in some 
d^ree correciing that 'baTbaroas treatment 6C animals, the 
very sight of which renders the streets of Our metropolis so 
distressing to every feeling mind. If they have that eSect 
in checking the pn>gre»ofcnidty,i am more proud of beiiw 
their author than I should ' be <d bxiiaf painted Raphael? 
CarlooQB." BagaHk. 



THE PBOOBESa OF CHDBLTr. 



WhKt varioda scenes of crud spoit 

The inliuit nee «m|^, 
Wlut future baseaesB, most import 

Tfae tynnl in Ihc bo;. 
BeboiJ a yomh of gentler look. 

To Mtxe tbe creature's pain, 
■Oh lakot' he cries, ' here uke m; be 

Bat tean and book are vain. 
Loatn from this fair ejumide, joa 

Whom sava^ sports deligfat, 
How criwlt; dugnsta tbe new, 

WUIe pit; dunna tbe aght 



THE FIRST STAGE OF CRUELTY. h 

Humanity is the distinguishing attribute of the human ape* 
cies, yet how common is reckless and even studied barbarity ! 
The cruelty of some of our pastimes is fitting our old 
English ancestors, the Goths, and Scythians ; does not the 
epicure even torture his fellow.animal, to pamper his volup- 
tuous appetite ? People called civilized are still sanguinary, 
at the expense of all that is rational, humane, and religious. 
Here are seen children of various ages, engaged in different bar> 
barous diversions ; some solitary, some in groups. The wretch 
on the right-hand corner in front, is tying a bone to a dog's tail, 
in order to hurry it through the streets and enjoy its terror and 
pain ; this cniel act is heightened by the affectionate crea- 
ture's turning round and innocently attempting to lick the 
boy's hand. Next to him is a lad setting two cocks to fight ; 
a refined amusement practised also by full-grovm children. 
On the left corner a dog is urged to virorry and tear to pieces, 
one of the tabby kind, by a young master, further back on 
the right of the plate is seen a fellow who is the hero of these 
plates, and was by Mr. Hogarth, named Nero, after the old 
Roman monster. He has deprived his dog of its ears, and 
is about cutting off its tail with his shears, one of his com- 
rades securing and choaking the animal with a rope round 
its neck. A youth returning from school, intercedes in be- 
half of the maimed, suffering creature^ and even offers the 
other a book as a present, if he will release the dog. This 
shows not only the necessity of general instruction, but also 
that general humanity should always be an essential con- 
stituent of educaticMi, without which, both boys and men 
** would be little better than savages and brutes. Behind Nero, 

an arch lad has drawn on the wall a criminal hanging on a 
gallows : the probable destiny of Nero and some of his wicked 
companions. On the rear of the wall a young mob are sus- 
pending two cats together, and enjoying their agonies ; above 
these is an infant philosopher throwing a cat from a garret 
window in imitation of those adult sages, who connect useless 
animal suffering with experiments. [Additions to the plate are, 
the urchin who has robbed a bird's nest; the other swinging 
a buzzing insect impaled at the end of a string ; and the poor, 
inoffensive, decrepit woman, insulted, hooted and pelted by a 
gang of mischievous children : for 

^ GrueMy is the coward's vice/'] 

. I* • 



THE FBOCIRESB OF CBUCLTT. 



id hj labor lieB, 
And moums a cruel mastet'i rage, 

WMe natnra atrength denies. 
" The tender lamb o'ei^rare and faint, 

Amidat einiiag throee 
Bleala Gxth ita iiuiMWDt oompUin^ 

And die* boieMb the blows. 
"Inbuman wretcbea! whence prDceoda 

TIm coward craelljT 
Wbat bileraat ■prin>a (hxn bulMmdi dead* f 



TH£ SECOND STAGE OF CRUELTY. 7 

The spirit of inhumanity exhibited in the first plate as 
growing up in youth, is in this ripened in manhood. The 
hero of our piece has become a hackney coachman, a pro- 
fession which affords him an opportunity of displaying his 
brutal disposition. He is here shown cruelly beating one of 
his horses for not rising, though in its fall by oversetting the 
coach it has had the misfortune (o break its leg. The lean, 
galled and starved appearance of the afflicted creature, is 
manifest proof of the habitual unkindness of its master. Pity 
it is, that such barbarous wretches should be suffered to live 
at large, or at all events, to have any control over sentient 
beings. However, his behaviour attracts the attention of a 
passer.by, who is taking the number of his coach in order to 
have him punished. The humane face of this man, opposed 
to the rigid one of other, affords a spirited contrast and in 
some measure brightens the scene. On the right is seen one 
of those inhuman wretches, who are so often permitted to 
drive cattle to and from the slaughter-house and market. 
He is beating a tender, over-driven lamb with a club-stick 
for not going on, and the poor, faint creature is dying 
with the fatigue and blows, with its entrails issuing from 
its mouth. Further back is a dmv-man orcartman drunk, 
riding on the shafls of his cart, the wheels of which are run- 
ning over a child ; while the contents of the, casks he has in 
charge are being spilled ; and for both of these accidents, 
occasioned by the criminal neglect of the cartman, the iuno- 
nocent horse will, as usual, be half murdered hy his guilty 
driver. Still further back is a lubberly fellow riding upon an 
ass, and as if the beast was not sufficiently burthened, he has 
taken up a porter with a load upon his back, behind him. 
The overladen animal is ready to sink; under the weight ; 
the foremost rider beating, of course, while the man (brute) 
behind is goading him with a pitch-fork. In the back ground 
is seen a mob baiting and worrying a bull to the great terror 
and danger of the passengers. 

Continued acts of barbarity are found in time to divest 
men of their natural feelings ; for he that would not h0sitate 
to torture and destroy a helpless, harmless animal, would not 
but through fear of the law, scruple to torture and murder a 
fellow creature. Nay, the laws themselves are not able to 
prevent such horrid crimes, as the next plate shows. 



THE PEOGREBS OP CRUELTY. 



Mr cOMcieoce baa a thousand oeverat tongseB, 

And BTory tongue brings in a several tals, 

And every t*le condemns me Tor a villiui. 

CTuelt;, peijury, in the highMt degree ; 

Muidu', slern murder in Ute direst degree, 

All several crimes, all ua'd in each degree ; 

Throngtothebaraliciying, CuiUv-' Qitilty! ! 

1 ahall denpair^There la no creature loves me ; — 

And, if I die, no ntil ahalt pity me. — 

ffmj, wherefne AoM t^ ? S kt k i tf m*. 



CRUELTY IN MATURITY. § 

As a hackney coachman his barbarity did not pan umio^ 
tjced, hi& treatment of liis horses became notorious and was 
attended with discharge from his place. [The skeleton, sees 
in the back ground, of one of his miserable victims, whoniy 
we may imagine, he has murdered with starvation and ill. 
treatment, reminds us of this portion of his inhumanity.] 
Being ihereibre at a loss for maintenance, his wicked turn 
of mind soon led him to robbery upon the road, which ia 
shewn by the pistols and watch found upon him. During 
this iniquitious career, he deceived and betrayed a young 
woman by his false protestations ; for baseness and duplicity 
are a common form of cruelty. Having gained the aflections 
of this unfortunate female, he wickedly prevails on her to 
desert her friends, take the plate and jewels, and elope with 
him at midnight. She keeps the assignation faithfully, laden 
with valuables. Having predetermined to screen himself 
from detection in the robbery, and also to rid himself of the 
consequences of bis seduction, he consummates his crimes by 
her murder ! She struggles for her life and her shrieks alarm 
the family from their peaceful slumbers. They rush to her 
assistance, but arrive not until the vital spark has fled ; in 
time however to secure the assassin. In a letter found on 
him, which is seen lying on the ground, she says, " My con- 
science flies into my face, as often as I think of wronging 
my best friends ; yet I am resolved to venture body and soul 
to do as you would have me." Her confidence was indeed 
awfully requited by the unfeeling hypocrite. By thiii fell act, 
however, she was prevented from enduring that immensity 
of wretchedness and despair, which she must have suflTered, 
had she lived and become the wife of such a depraved ruffian. 

Behold, here, him who had no feeling for others, com* 
pelled at last to feel for himself: Confounded by the bloody 
knife, the confiding letter and all the various manifest prooft 
of his atrocity shuddering at the pallid, lifeless victim of 
his lust, avarice and reckless cruelty ; astounded by the sights 
and cries of woe, from the agonized and horror-struck parent% 
relations! and spectators. He is seized, bound and hurried 
to prison, to wait his trial, sentence and punishment, in all 
the horrors and dismay, which are the natural consequences 
of his atrocious crimes. [The female supporting the corpse 
and the mourner in the window, are additions.] 



THE ritOaltESS OF BCHARITT. 



B iHitn 



. Gnuiv3)e Shsrpe reicuin^ a joung AfHcBti, claimed u a bIbtp, fion 
his lyranl, in presence of lln Mayor of London. Sbarpe paraoed iit 

iMinane. course, and his elaborate researches produced the work entitled 
"Tbe isjustice and dangerous tendency of loleratine sUTery," and pn>- 
Allied (be grand nnd glori6uB decision from the BrilJBh courlB oF justice 

C' lished in IT69 in the face of all Europe and the world, " That evefj> 
e'ms /ree, as soon as he had set foot upon British ground." Tim 
Harcalean achieremenl laid the comer stone of the hallowed leqiple of 
A6ic»D liberty [since eitended to aU British Ternlories.l 



. PROflRESS OP HDHANITC. 



" After tha let, Aui. 1834, slatert bKsU be and is liPreUy utterly und 
tbrercr abolialied and declared unlawful throughout 111? BcLiTish cdonicB 
pUntalions, and posaessiana abroad." ^d, M and 41 1, WUlia-n lY. 

This noble Act wng trammelled with an apprentic fillip (to slavery lo 

fireparo its viclims for freedom r) Anlious and Bermndi, declined Iheprof- 
ered continuation, with,of coiirre, thcninppiest results. The Legislalures 
oT Jamaica, Barbadoes, St. Vincent, St. Kilt^ and the West Indies gen- 
erally, have done likewiae and on Au;. I, I938,three-rourlh3olainiriioii 
oFhurnBo beings were, by law, restorod lo thar birth-right by Nature 



T0B ROBSE FREE, 



The servitude of horacs is so univeraal and perpetual, that we Bridom 
■ee them in their natural stale. When employed they are loaded with 
barneBs^ in Che eeBBons of rest, they are not entirely free from ehacktea; 
and even in the fields and postures they carry the badges of slavery, and 
frequently bear the cruel matkfl of labor and pain. Their mouths diafig- 
ur^ with furrows, occasioned by the bit; their sides deformed witbuluers 
or cicatrieea, from (he spur; Uieir hoofd perforated with nails, and their 
attitudea, by the continued pressure of the harness, cramped and con- 
■trained ; even of those, whoee servitude is of the easiest kind, being k^l 
chieftv for show and magnificence, their gUded chains are not so maub 
intended for an ornament to them, as so show the opulence of theii 
niMtet. Baffjn. 



MEMOIRS OP THE AUTHOR. 



Mt father, Thomas Branagan, who was a person of pro* 
perty and respectability in the city of Dublin, where I was 
bom, December 28, 1774, took great pains to give me a 
godd education, but in vain ; for, though he gave me in charge 
to the best teachers, I continued what is generally called a 
dunce, among my school-fellows^ while many of them be« 
came proficients in literature ; and the only cause I can 
assign, was the cruelty of the usAier of a seminary to which 
I was sent, who used frequently to strike me upon the head 
oki the most trivial occasions ; and, in short, stupified me in 
sach a manner, that I have been unable to repeat my lesson 
to him through dread and intimidation, when I had previously 
repeated it word for word to my school.fellow. Hence, I 
have frequently thought that the most inunoral character is 
as fit to be a teacher for youth as a cruel and unfeeling man. 

When about five years of age, I was bereaved of an afiec- 
tionate mother, which was a great loss. During the early 
part of my life, I frequently felt tender impressions of a 
divine nature upon my mind, and oflen (though very young) 
lAVe made the resolution, that when enabled to accumulate 
riches, I would present half to the Almighty, by distributing 
it amongst, the poor, and administering to their necessities, 
as I thought this the most efficacious method of pleasing him. 
As all my relations were Roman Catholics, I was brought up 
Vety strictly in that belief, and frequently went to confess 
iby t&DM t6 the priest 

2 



14 MEMOIRS OF THE AUTHOR. 

When I was about thirteen years of age, I would not rest 
satisfied till my father permitted me to take a voyage on 
board the brig Bella, (of which he was part owner,) bound 
for Whitehaven, in England. I was extremely sea-sick, it 
being my first voyage ; but that sickness, with all the dan- 
gers incident to a mariner's life, could not abate the cogent 
propensities I felt to see foreign countries. My father en- 
deavoured to call my attention to literary pursuits, but in 
vain ; for 1 afterwards made several voyages to Whitehaven, 
which only tended to increase the desire I entertained to see 
the world. 

On my return from one of these voyages I obtained my 
father's consent to sail from Dublin for Seville, an ancient city 
of Andalusia, in Spain. After returning, and remaining at 
home for some time, I made a voyage to Chester, in England, 
for a load of timber, which we landed at Ayr, in Scotland ; 
but on our return, the vessel was stranded on the rocks, and 
sunk ; in consequence of which, I returned to Dublin, in the 
brig Russel, Capt. Kirk wood, and, in the same vessel, sailed 
for Petersburg, a large and handsome city, the capital of 
Russia, built by Peter the Great, in 1703. Trade flourishes 
greatly here, because it is the seat of government, and 
foreigners have the same privileges as the natives of the 
place. Oa our passage, we touched at Elsinore and Copen- 
hagen, the principal cities of Denmark, and arrived safe at 
our destined port without meeting with any event worthy of 
notice. 

On my return home I went to school for several months, 
till the eager propensity to travel again was predominant ; 
and after much entreaty on my side, and getting an intimate 
friend of my father's to solicit for my permission to take 
another voyage, he at length consented, and I embarked on 
board the brig Nancy, commanded by Capt. Brown, bound 
for Memel, a populous town of Prussia, in Poland, where we 
arrived safe, took in a cargo of timber, and returned to Porta- 
ferry, in Ireland, where I left this vessel, being ill-treated, 
and travelled by land to Belfast, and traded from thence to 
Londonderry and Carrickfergus in a small sloop, for some 
months ; afterwards I sailed for Liverpool, and from thence 
to Dublin. Previous to my arrival, Capt. Brown had informed 
my father of my leaving the brig, who reprimanded me severely 



MEMOIRS OF THE AUTHOH. 15 

for not giving him previous notice of my intention. I was 
so irritated at the reproval, that, in a few days after, I left 
my relatives and friends and went to Liverpool. - 

Necessity urged me to redouble my efforts to get a birth 
as a sailor, which soon offered on board the Ellen, a Guinea* 
man, Capt. Clark, who proved to be a very moderate man to 
his sailors, which was a phenomenon indeed, as the captains 
who trade to Guinea, are, in general, the most unprincipled 
villains in existence : their cruelty to their sailors, as well as 
their slaves, is truly inconceivable, which the brevity of 
my plan forbids me to attempt to relate, much less declaim 
on the iniquity of the slave trade. 

We sailed from Liverpool, A. D. 1790, and after a passage 
of two or three months, frequently stormy and sometimes be- 
calmed, we arrived on the windward coast of Africa. We 
traded with the natives about half a year, and during that 
time visited several parts of the coast. 

An adventure I met with while on the coast, proves to a 
demonstration the hospitality of the natives, who are treated 
with such inhumanity by Europeans. Being solicited by 
some traders to leave the ship and remain with them, I agreed 
to the proposal, having had some altercation with the chief 
mate about that time. Accordingly, -the next time I went 
ashore (in expectation of soon reahzing a fortune,) I ran 
from the boat, and soon made the best of my way inland. 
I continued to wander through the woods for a considerable 
time, till I met with a few negroes in a small hut, feeding on 
boiled rice ; having entered, they very kindly invited me to 
partake with them, whioh I did, and proceeded on my way 
through a lonely forest, occasionally eating the spontaneous 
fruits thereof. After travelling some time I arrived at a small 
cottage, and thinking myself out of danger, I stopped, being 
very cordially received by the negroes, who treated me with 
the utmost kindness, making me as welcome in their rural 
abode as if I had been a dear friend or relative. In this 
situation I continued till I was alarmed by a body of the 
natives who were in pursuit of me ; to run or resist I found 
was in vain, I therefore informed them by signs that I would 
return without opposition. I. accompanied them with terror 
and dismay, and after travelling for some time, recognised 
our vessel anchored close in shore, and shortly after, with 
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confused sensations, I found myself in the presence of the 
captain, who reprimanded me severely for eloping from the 
ship, which, to my no small disappointment, was the only 
punishment he inflicted upon me. 

Our cargo being completed, we sailed from the Isles of 
Delos, and shaped our course for Grenada, with such a num« 
ber of slaves on board, that there was not room for the sailors 
below, who were obliged to slqep on deck ; we arrived at 
our destined port, after encountering tremendous gales of 
wind, with a variety of events peculiar to such voyages. 
After disposing of our cargo, the vessel was sold, part of my 
shipmates returned to Europe, while the rest, with myself, 
continued in the West Indies. Shordy after I went to the 
Island of St. Bartholomew's. 

The next voyage I made was to St. Eustatia, the chief 
island belonging to the Dutch in the West Indies, containing 
about 5,000 whites and 16,000 negroes. I embarked here on 
board the sloop Peggy, for Savannah, Georgia, and returned, 
after escaping many alarming dangers on the American coast^ 
to Montserrat, and from thence to St. Christopher's. After 
trading fi'om island to island for a considerable time, I enter* 
ed on board a schooner belonging to Surinam, and sailed in 
the Dutch government's service for several months, particu- 
larly to Cayenne. 

During our stay here, some of my shipmates and myself 
went on shore to cut wood for our own use, where I was left 
to take care of the boat, which had a sail hoisted. Being 
stimulated by curiosity, I hauled the boat a little on the beac^ 
and went after my companions. On my way, I looked back 
towards the place where I had left the boat, and, to my no 
small astonishment, perceived her sailing before the wind, a 
blast from the shore having carried her some distance. I 
stripped myself immedi^^tely and swam after her, expecting 
to overtake her, but soon found that she made the most pro- 
gress of the two. After following the boat for a considerable 
time, I was caught where two eddy tides met, when a mon- 
streus sea-cow arose on the surface of the water and snorted, 
at the distance of about two yards from me ; being exceed- 
ingly terrified, and almost exhausted, I was on the point of 
sinking, when the captain of the garrison, who had been ob- 
serving me with a spy-glass, and seeing my perilous situatioUj 
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sent a canoe with four men to my assistance, who picked me 
up, fainting with terror and exhausted with fatigue. 

From this place I sailed once more for Grenada, on 
board the sloop Betsey, Capt. Gilbert, and afterwards pro- 
ceeded to the Bahama islands, in the West Indies, lying to 
tbe north of Cuba and St. Domingo, called by the. Spaniards, 
Lucayos. The Bahamas are said to be five hundred in num- 
ber, some of them are only rocks, others very low and nar- 
row. Afler touching at several parts of the Spanish Main, 
we arrived at Bermuda, where our vessel belonged, with a 
load of mahogany. My wages during the time I sailed with 
Capt. Gilbert amounted to about 60 or 70 dollars, of which 
I never received a cent, being defrauded by him out of the 
whole, and thus lefl in a strange place entirely destitute. 
Seeing no better prospect, I entered on board of an English 
privateer, that carried 10 guns and 60 men, which cruised 
off Cape Franqois and Port-au-Prince. 

While cruising on board this privateer we met with a tre- 
mendous hurricane, which had nearly put an end to our 
piratical career, and given us a mittimus to the prison from 
whence there is no redemption : in short, we were saved 
merely by cutting away our main mast, while the vessel was 
on the point of upsetting. After the storm was nearly over, 
I fell from the jib-boom while clearing the wreck, and could 
not be nearer meeting a watery grave than I was at that 
time. Next day we rigged a jury mast, and shaped our 
course for Bermuda, with the booty which we had plundered 
from unfortunate wretches whom we ought to have protected, 
instead of pillaging in such an unrelenting manner. 

I'hough I was young at this time, yet I frequently thought 
that the profession of a privateersman was incompatible with 
the principles of moral rectitude, and no better than a genteel 
prracy, and accordingly resolved to relinquish the wages of 
iniquity and shun the devious paths of unrighteousness, as 
unjust in the sight of God and in the estimation of all good 
men. On our arrival at Bermuda, I immediately left the 
privateer, without receiving a penny of prize-money, which 
amounted to a considerable sum, having captured some rich 
prizes during our cruise. After remaining a few weeks in 
Bermuda, I sailed on board a flag of truce for bispaniola, 
with a number of French persons, whom the Bermudian 

2* 



18 MEMOIRS OF TJIE AUTHOR,. 

privateers had previously robbed, and sent wretched and 
pennyless back to anticipate all the horrors of anarchy and 
intestine commotion. From this place I sailed, in the same 
vessel, to St. Vincent's ; and after visiting several islands of 
the West Indies, I settled on an estate called the Villa, in An- 
tigua, as an overseer, being then about twenty years of age. 

I continued about four years on this island, during which 
time I experienced a variety of adventures, the diversity and 
peculiarity of my employment being truly remarkable. I 
have often felt for the situation of the poor slaves, and took 
every opportunity to ameliorate their afflictions, in some mea- 
sure relieving their wants, though frequently in violation of 
orders I received, forbidding me to show the least lenity or 
compassion to them in their sufferings. After being impressed 
with a sense of the villany and barbarity of keeping human 
beings in such deplorable conditions as I oflen saw the slaves 
reduced to, I resolved to relinquish the situation I then held, 
though lucrative and advantageous. I was solicited very 
warmly, by a number of religious friends in particular, and 
my acquaintances generally, to continue ; but, being neces* 
sitated from conscientious motives, I gave up my situation, 
without any prospect of another, relying entirely on that 
Providence whom I endeavoured to please and obey. And 
I then resolved, that 

" I would not have a slave to till my ground — 
To carry me — ^to fan me while I sleep. 
And tremble when I wake — for all the wealth 
That sinews bought and sold have ever eam'd f 
No ; — dear as freedom is, and in my heart's 
Just estimation priz'd above all price, 
I had much rather be myself the slave. 
And weair the bonds, than fasten them on him." 

The evening prior to my departure from Antigua, I.ex- 
horted and prayed with, and for the slaves, and proceeded to 
take my last fau^ell, at which they seemed extremely 
affected, both M and young weeping bitterly ; and» indeed, 
my owA sensations on forsaking them* and a great number 
of respectable acquaintances and religious friends, may be 
better conceived than expressed ; especially, when it is re- 
membered that in so doing I threw myself upon an unfriendly 
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world, and laid myself open to the innovation of nmny dan- 
gers seen and unseen, and gave up a certainty fqr an un. 
certainty ; but '^ conscience conunanded, and conscience I 
had to obey." 

I was enabled thus to relinquish the sanguine prospects of 
worldly accumulation, and sailed for my native place, having 
some afiairs of my father's to settle, who had departed this 
life some years before. I arrived in Dublin, after a tedious 
passage and eight years' absence, and was received gladly by 
my relatives ; but when they understood that I bad forsaken 
the church of Rome, they persecuted me as a heretic, and 
defrauded me of my rights with impunity. 

After remaining about a year in Dublin, I laid out my 
funds in purchasing some valuable articles, which I shipped 
on board the schooner Despatch, Capt Barry, bound for 
Philadelphia, who was cast away near the capes of Delaware. 
Thus was I reduced almost to a state of penury and want, in 
a strange country, having nothing left but a few clothes, my 
watch, <S2;c ; but the AlmighQr can change curses to bless- 
ings. 

From the prefixed account of my voyages and adventures, 
the reader may ascertain that I nuist have seen much cruelty 
exercised by adventurers from Europe over the poor Africans* 
Indeed, I may almost affirm, without passing the line of ve- 
racity, that mortal eloquence can never depict the cruel and 
shocking barbarities I have seen them endure. 

The motives of my writings are briefly these : to justify 
the ways of God to man, inspire the human heart with grati* 
tude to God, and sympathy for his enslaved creatures; to 
guard the only republic which the ravages of monarchy and 
craft have left in the whole world, from the deleterious inno- 
vations of apostate and prostitute politicians ; to protect weak 
communities from the encroachments of the strong ; the fair, 
affectionate, gentle sex, from the seduction of the coarse, 
cruel and unjust one ; the innocent pupil from the flagellation 
of the unfeeling pedagogue ; the docile, useful, generous ox 
and horse ftom the barbarous blows of the brutal drover and 
driver. 

After travelling in my youth to many parts of the world, 
and nearly from the frigid to the torrid zone, I arrived at th6 
city of brotherly love, and admired it more than any one I 
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visited, and made it the city of my adoption. Savannah, in 
Georgia, which I left nearly fifly years ago, I have com* 
pared to a rich, industrious, economical farmer's plantation, 
every thing was made for comfort, convenience, utility, and 
duration, and the people were hospitable ; but Philadelphia 
I preferred, because slavery, which I detested, was abolished 
here. There were then, to the best of my recollection, but 
one capitalist, two banks, comparatively few brothels, grog 
shops, apothecary shops, and not one pawnbroker's shop in 
the whole city. 

By contrasting the despotic governments of Europe with 
our federal government, I saw the supreme and superior ex- 
cellency of the last, and became passionately enamoured with 
liberty and America. Some thirty or forty years ago, the 
legislature of South Carolina passed a law reviving the foreign 
slave trade. This intelligence grieved me, because I clearly 
saw that the extension of slavery in the only free country on 
earth, would not only endanger the integrity of the federal 
union, but finally ruin the republic. 

My first work was entitled **A Preliminary Essay," on 
the oppression of the exiled sons of Africa, 278 pages, with 
an address to the legislature of South Carolina on the im- 
policy of reviving the foreign slave trade, proving that act to 
be as disgraceful to the present reputation, as it would be to 
the future prosperity and preservation of our republic. Also 
a letter to Napoleon Bonaparte, first Consul of France, prov- 
ing that his anti-republican measures would bring sudden 
and certain ruin on himself and the French republic. 

Notwithstanding the great literary imperfection of this 
work, it met the approbation of the first-rate politicians, par- 
ticularly Mr. Jefferson, then President of the United States, 
who wrote a letter to his friend Dr. George Logan, then 
senator from Pennsylvania, expressing the same in the most 
firiendly terms, and requesting him to read it to me, which he 
did, and became from that time my most generous patron. ' • 

Having read the most popular ancient; authors, particularly 
Homer and Virgil in my youth, with great delight, I thought 
if the second greatest and most popular poet that ever lived, 
was tolerated by the vicious Romans in writing an epic poem 
in imitation of his master and model, the Grecian Bard, and 
ilvowejdly to gratify the imperial pride and vanity of the de- 
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stroyer of the Roman republic — ^I flattered myself the virtu, 
ous Americans would tolerate an unpretending citizen to 
write a tragic poem, in order to p^int out the fatal rocks on 
which all the republics on earth have been shipwrecked ; to 
guard the last remains of republicanism from the attacks of 
apostate and prostitute politicians ; to consolidate, perpetuate, 
and hand down to posterity as a most sacred deposit, un* 
tarnished and unadulterated, the liberty and independence 
their forefathers fought, and sweat, and bled, and died to 
purchase for them : and last, though not least, to remove a 
bone of contention ^ich I saw then would produce (aM we 
all feel now) a bitter spirit of partyism, which has already 
endangered me integrity of the union ; and I now clearly see 
and say, without a speedy remedy will^ without any manner 
of doubt, destroy that glorious palladium of our independence. 
With these views, motives, and intentions, I wrote <* Avenia," 
or a Tragical Poem, on the oppression of the human species^ 
written in imitatioa of Homer's Ihad, with notes explanatory 
and miscellaneous, dec, 368 pages, published by the booksellera. 

I then published myself, <' Serious Remonstrances," ad. 
dressed to the citizens of the northern statos and tkeir repre- 
sentatives, on the propriety, utility, and humanity of appro* 
priating a few millions of acres of our useless fertile public 
lands, in a distant and salubrious part of our national domains, 
as a state exclusively for the coloured people, who have 
already or may hereafter emigrate from the south; 150 
pages, <S^. 

Before the all-important Missouri question was decided in 
Congress, which eventuated in establishing slavery in the 
new states, instead of curtailing it in the old ones, a new 
edition of " The Penitential Tiflrantf or, Slaoe Trader Jte. 
formed" 300 pages, was published by one of the best and 
brightest booksellers in America, Samuel Wood, Senr., a 
second Anthony Benezet. But, alas ! it all proved abortive 
— the act was passed that gave the fatal blow at the root of 
the tree of liberty f that stabbed the vitals of the body politic 
— that applied an odium and stain to the reputation of the 
enlightened American republic, which time nor even eternity 
will never, can never obliterate! and at the very time 
the British parliament were making arrangements for the 
abolition of slavery in their colonies. 
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Although I hate all fighting, even between dogs, much 
more between men, and still more between father and son — 
still, when the late war was declared, before the Guerriere 
frigate was captured by the American frigate Constitution, 
when clouds and darkness rested on our political prospects, 
owing to the opposition of very many of our citizens to that 
measure ; in that eventful period I took up my pen, (with 
as much patriotic ardour as any hero ever drew his sword to 
defend his injured country, or Mr. Paine grasped his hercu- 
lean and patriotic pen to write his Common Sense and Rights 
of Man,) and compiled the most powerful arguments to vindi- 
cate the rights, justify the caus^, and stimulate the courage 
of the American people. The work is entitled " The Pride 
of Britannia Humbled ; or, the Queen of the Ocean Un- 
queened, by the American Cock Boats, or the fir-built things 
with bits of striped bunting at their masts head," as the Right 
Hon. M. Canning called the American frigates in the British 
parliament. To which is added, *^ A Persuasive to political 
moderation," 270 pages. This work was patronised by the 
first men in the country. The first edition of 2000 copies 
sold so rapidly, that another edition of 4000 was put to press 
by the booksellers in two weeks. 

Afler publishing on my own account, independent of the 
booksellers, 50,000 volumes, chiefly between 300 and 400 
pages each, and seeing moral and political corruption slyly 
and securely gaining ground in the republic, I resolved there- 
fore, at all hazards, to " spetzk ouf* before it was for ever too 
late : I therefore published what I then considered a small 
edition (1600 copies) of " The Rights of God, written for 
the benefit of mankind, or th^ Impartiality of Jehovah Vindi- 
cated," 868 pages. I did not think the work would sell, so 
pointed were my animadversions ; yet three editions were 
put to press the same year. 

" The Pleasures of Contemplation," being an investigation 
of the harmonies, benefits, and beauties of nature, a justifica- 
tion of the ways of God to man, and a vindication of the 
uniformity of eternal truth, contrasted with the deformity 
of popular error," 272 pages ; 7000 copies were published 
in one year, 1818. In this work I mention the persecution 
and injustice of my enemies. 

To counteract the poUtical and moral poison of the press, 
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I published, myself, two editions of the ^ Beauties of Philan- 
thropy, or the Moral Likeness of God, Delineated, in minia. 
ture," 368 pages ; and five editions of " The Charms of Bene- 
volence and Patriotic Mentor," or " the Rights and Privileges 
of Republicanism, contrasted with the wrongs and usurpations 
of monarchy,'' 360 pages. About the same time the book- 
sellers of Philadelphia and New York, published " The Ex- 
cellency of the Female Character Vindicated," 324 pages, 
to ^uard innocent and unguarded females from the arts of 
seduction. 

The following works were published partly by myself, and 
partly by the booksellers, naaiely, «* The Pleasures of Death, 
contrasted with the miseries of Human Life," 300 pages ; 
" The Flowers of Literature," 824 pages ; « The Celestial 
Comforter," 268 pages ; ** A Concise Viiew of the Different 
Religious Denominations in the United States," 324 pages ; 
"A Beam of Celestial Light," 216 pages ; " The Curse of 
Christendom, or Bigotry and Bitterness Exposed," 120 pages ; 
'< Political and Theological Disquisitions on the Signs of the 
Times, relative to the present conquests of France," &c, 
216 pages ; " The Intellectual Telescope^; being a Brief 
Display of the Wonderful Works of God in the Starry Hea- 
vens and the Great Deep," 216 pages; "The Excellency of 
Virtue, contrasted with the Deformity of Vice," 22S pages. 
In 1832 1 published two pamphlets of 30 pages, on Seduction, 
Slavery, and Intemperance, and in 1837, the " Pleasures of 
Paradise, or a Glimpse of the Sovereign Beauty," with " The 
Guardian Genius of the Federal Union, and Patriotic Pro- 
positions and Admonitions appended," 216 pages. 

While vanity, ostentation, and ambition, manufacture their 
scores, and mercenary motives their hundreds of scribblers, 
the influence of philanthropy and moral obligation compelled 
me, reluctantly, to allow myself to add to the number, and 
espouse the cause of suffering humanity. I, therefore, appear 
in the capacity of a philanthropic, a S3mipathetic, and not a 
scientific and systematic writer. I feel ambitious of deserv- 
ing the first appellation, but would not give a particle of dust 
for the others. What is the approbation of poor perishing 
mortals, who will shortly be the food of worms, in the sub- 
terraneous caverns of the grave, to the approbation of the 
Almighty Searcher of all hearts ? What are the plaudits of 
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those partial and depraved critics, who eulogize and render 
popular those inteHectual murderers, (who deserve the gibhet 
more than the highway robber, who only kills the body, while 
they destroy the soul,) when compared to the commendation 
of the humane and philanthropic of all denominations, whose 
approving smiles I dmost anticipated and have gained, though 
like angels^ visits, few and far between ; at any rate, what are 
the vociferated praises of millions of "stupid starers," to one 
self-approving thought, begotten by conscious rectitude ? 

I make these remarks to justify, not the merits, but the 
motives of my publications. I have now done with public 
patronage. This volume, like the twenty others from which 
it has been compiled, I " cast upon the waters," and continue 
in the city of brotherly love in my quiet shades of obscurity. 

" Here let me live, unseen, unknown, 
Here let me unlamented die. 
Steal from the world, and not a stone 

TeU where I lie.'' 
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** Whatever ye would that men should do to you, do yeeven so to them.** 

Slaveby is in itself so inoonsistenty that it seems strange 
It erer should have had a defender, or its cause should have 
been espoused by any human being, who had only sense 
enough to distinguish light from darkness» right from wrong, 
or happiness from misery. It debases the noble creature 
man; created but a little below the angels, and reduces him 
to a level almost with the brutei^. Slavery, hateful to God 
and man, and the greatest evil and sum-total of all evils 
onder the sun, and inflicted by Americans, the most favoured 
people, and, may I not say^the most enlightened and highest 
in profession of liberty and Christianity, must render us the 
most inexcusable, and draw down, unless expiated by sincere 
repentance and undoing heavy burdenS; the just indignation 
of Him who does not even let a sparrow fall without his 
notice ; and can we suppose that his noble creature man 
shall foe trampled on, and the oppressor suffered to pass with 
impunity? 

You that are parentSj husbands, wives, and children, make 
their case your own. 

Man was made to be happy ; it is his duty to be so ; and 
it is incumbent on bun to use his best endeavours to make 
his fellow creatures so, without distinction of name, nation, 
or colour; and, doubtless, he who most honestly and faith- 
fully uses the faculties and means he may be blessed with, 
to augment the general mass of happiness, must be most ac 
oeptable in the sight of a just and impartial Creator, and 
the reverse. 

I tove my country, I always have loved it; but for this 

8 . 
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cause, shall I cruelly treat one of another country ? God 
forbid ! I am a citizen of the world, and a candidate for 
heaven, where, I am confident, whoever, by obedient walk- 
ing, is so happy as to arrive, will never be interrogated in 
respect to his nation, colour, or profession, for *^ God is no 
respecter of persons." 

I wish that dl distinction of parties ^might be done away. 
We are all the oflspring of the same Universal Parent. How 
much better would it be, if, instead of teaching our children 
to regard every other nation or profession as inferior to our- 
selves, and out of the way, we should take pains to instruct 
them that he has other sheep, not of this fold, spread over 
the whole earth, in every country, and among every people ; 
and that virtue only is to be ' respected, and vice despised, 
wherever found ; whether arrayed in gold or clothed in rags ; 
whether in one that wields a sceptre or begs hia bread. 

With what a smile of contempt must the judicious foreigncF 
view, on the floor of the capitol, an American slaveholder 
expatiating on the cause of hberty, virtue, and patriotism, 
especially when he reflects, that the main tenet, or as it were, 
the corner-stone, (may I not rather say the whole fabric) of the 
religion he professes is simply the divine command already 
mentioned — *^ Whatever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them" — and when he looks back to. the 
time << that tried men's souls ;" when they could resolve, 
<< We will neither import nor purchase any slave, imported 
afler the first day of December next, (1775,) afler which, we 
will wholly discontinue the slave trade ; and will neither 
be concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our vessels, or 
sell our commodities or manufactures to those who are con- 
cerned in it ;" and, in their solemn, unequivocal, positive and 
pointed Declaration of Independence, 

<< We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed, by their Creator, with 
certain unalienable rights ; that among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness ; that to secure these rights 
governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just power from the consent of the governed ;" when he 
views this just declaimer in the cause of liberty, dec, when 
he views our public prints, offering human beings for sale, 
(and frequently inserted '^for no fault") ; when, after a li^se 
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of thirty years, he dees the thirteen stripes stoop so low, ia 
such a base and ignoble traffic, as to waft from their native 
homes, from every thing near and dear in this life, thousands 
of (as to us) inoffensive beings ; with what disgust must he 
turn away from such a h3rpocritical people, and say, well 
may their great patriot and statesman, Jefferson, exclaim, 
** I tremble for my country, when I reflect that God is just ; 
that his justice cannot sleep forever ;" for, surely, indeed, 
''we cannot form to ourselves an idea of an object more 
ridiculously mean than an American patriot signing declar- 
ations of independence with one hand, and with the other 
brandishing his whip over his afinghted slave. ^ 

TYRANNY consists in will and actions, not in power, 
for a man may be as complete a tyrant over one, as one 
hundred millions. Slavery and tyranny are completely in- 
separable ; for remove the one and the other ceases. There 
cannot be a slave without a tyrant ; for, if the conduct of the 
master is such as to do away the appellation of tyrant, of 
course, that of slave must subside. But he that holds another 
man in bondage against his will, and that not for his good or 
comfort, does not do as he would be done by, and, of course, 
must be a tyrant : and it appears a self-evident truth, that 
no man who holds a slave ought to be entrusted with a post, 
either great or small, among a free people. 

" Ah ! why will kings forget that they are men ? 
And men, that they are brethren ? Why delight 
In human sacrifice ? Why burst the ties 
Of nature, that should knit their souls together 
In one sofl bond of amity and love f 

After waiting with anxious solicitude to hear^ the joyful 
intelligence of the prohibition of this iniquitous commerce in 
slaves, how great was my grief and disappointment to find 
that Mr. Wilberforce's philanthropic bill was rejected by the 
infatuated British cabinet, in so contemptuous and insulting 
a manner, as greatly to discourage the friends of the abolition 
from exerting their ''influence or abilities on the subject 
again ; consequently, the fetters, the galling fetters of the 
unhappy Africans are hereby riveted. All future questions 
respecting their natural rights, as men, must lie dormant, 
and the land and sea must again open to drink their innocent 



28 HUMAN SLATERT. 

blood and receive their lacerated bodies. But neither the 
ocean nor the earth can conceal their blood (blood which 
cries to heaven for vengeance upon the British parliainent) 
from the indignant eyes of a just and impartial God. * 

My readers will be ready to exclaim with one of old, 
** There is treachery, oh Ahaziah /" when they are informed 
that out of 600 members of parliament and upwards, (when 
the above bill, on the decision of which rested the peace and 
felicity of thousands now in existence, and millions yet un- 
born) only 147 appear to have voted on this momentous 
question, which should have roused every feeling of humanity 
and national honour; which should have collected to the 
house every member in whose breast glowed the least particle 
of Christianity, or even conmion honesty. <' Tell it noi 
in Gathy publish it not in Askelon, lest the daughters 
of the uncircumcised rejoice'* in the villany and guilty 
pretensions of a Christian parliament, who, by profession, are 
the defenders of the faith, but, in practice, the traitors and 
tyrants of mankind. [Their baseness was rivalled by boUi 
branches of the U. S. Congress in the sessions of 1837 and 
1838.] 

Alas ! not only devoted Africa, but thousands in Europe, 
and millions in Asia, as well as the poor natives of America, 
feel the despotism of avaricious politicians ; their measures 
consign, with impunity, thousands of families to death and de- 
struction, while millions of poor unhappy orphans and widows 
are precipitated into a labyrinth of human wretchedness and 
misery : their measures kindle the flames of rebellion, and 
then they cry " havoc ! and let slip the dogs of war." Un- 
pitying, unrelenting, thoughtless and indifferent to all their 
ravages and completed horrors ; and yet, forsooth, votes of 
thanks sanction the cool-blooded assassins of millions of 
innocent Asiatics ; and the deluded multitude, like the Jews 
of old, by their concurrence, virtually say, ** their blood be 
upon us and our children forever.** 

It was a personal knowledge of the wretched Yate of the 
exiled sons of Africa, which induced me, with reluctance, 
to commence author, though bom with a love to poetry ; bat 
my diffidence was equal to that love, and no motive could 
induce me to expose my premature performances«to the in- 
discriminate inspection of critics, but a well-grounded belief 
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that it was my indispensable duty, as a man and a Christiant 
At the present crisis, no subject can be presented to the 
public eye more deserving of their serious attention than the 
present ; our prosperity, nay, our very existence as a nation 
depends upon the question before us, viz : Whether new 
slave-holding states, particularly Texas, shall be annexed to 
the An^ci^^ sepubUv, till the plantesi of ^e South gain 
the sole sovereignty, as they ever have held the balance of 
power by a preponderating influence in congress, or not? 
For instance, every caigo of slaves-imported by the citizens 
of the South, and every additional slave state, not only 
enhances their riches^ hot increases their political influence ; 
for, according to the constitution, Jive slaves in the South 
are equal to two citizens in the North, with respect to the 
lights of suffrage. 

9» 
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A French writer observes, ** Thai he ctamot look upon a piece of 
eugar vfitkaut conceiving it stained with *pota of human Uooa :** and 
Dr. Franklin adds, " thatt had he taken in au the consequertees, he might 
have seen the eugar not merely spotted, but thoroughly dyed scarlet in 
grainJ** 

The inconsistency, and, I may add, the injustice, of pur- 
chasing and using the produce of African slavery, appeared 
evident to me as soon as my intellectual eyes were opened 
to see the enormous villany of the slave trade, and the con-' 
comitant catastrophies attending it. I, therefore, at that 
time, abstained from using the produce which had the bloody 
signature of West India despotism stamped on it ; and it 
seemed to me then, that every Christian, possessed of the 
true love of God and Christian charity, must also see how 
culpable they appear in the sight of that impartial Being, 
^ho is no respecter of persons ; but who loves, with the same 
paternal affection, both his black and white children ; al- 
though thousands of the former are to be found amongst those 
who spill their blood, and lose their lives, in cultivating that 
plant which the latter idly waste. 

But I would ask. What is the darling attribute of Grod ? 
mercy. What is the most cogent duty he enjoins upon ^his 
creatures 7 mercy. What divine disposition, implanted into 
the soul of a human being, can make him most like his Al- 
mighty Parent ? mercy. What disposition does Gt>d require 
of us towards every living creature, in whose nostrils he has 
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bTesthed the breath of life t mercy. And what is refigion ? 
it is showing mercy to our fellow creatures, and doing uiito 
'thonir as we desire they should do unto us, and loving God 
'Supremely. Is making slaves of his rational creatures, at 
buying and using the price of their Uood, their lives, thehr 
llabour, consistent with such a religion ? No ; it is utterly iiK 
-compatible with the very first principles of moral rectitude, 
much more religion. 

Again ; I would ask, can a Christian do a thing that is 
absolutely wrong, (though it may appear small in the eyes of 
the world,) and persist in doing that thing, yet maintain his 
Integrity, and remain guiltless ? It is impossible. If, there- 
-fore, to buy and use the price and produce of human Mood 
^though custom has rendered it fashionable and human laws 
made it legal) is wrong, it is, of course, sin ; and God cannot 
•behold sin, with any measure of allowance, in eithw saint or 
dinner. 

But, in order to convince such as love their appetites so 
well, that they will be inclined not to believe it is wrong, as 
the judgment of the epicure is glad to have some plea, on 
moral and philosophical principles, to legalize^ die propriety 
of using that which gratifies his cbrporoEd, while it pcMSoos 
his spiritual appetite ; he will say to himself, look where I 
wiU, I see slavery and oppression prevail ; and bay What I 
will, perhaps the produce of slavery is connected with it. 
This is the only argument which can be suggested, with even 
•the appearance of propriety, against my hypothesis, and 
rwhich I will answer by the following similitude. My neigh- 
bour clandestinely and feloniouidy enters the premises of his 
'neighbour, in a hostile manner, and robs him of his property 
before my eyes ; and^ when he is done, brings it to me to 
isell. I know the articles are my neighbour's property, and 
are stolen goods ; yet I purchase thm, and allege for my 
-excuse, that if I do not purchase them eome other person will. 
Am I right or wrong in purchasing these goods ? Every 
pne answers, you are undoubtedly wrong. But this similitude 
will fall very far short with respect to the slaves ; for they 
are robbed of llieir lives, their ofispiing, their labour, as well 
as their proper^. The neighbour above could aceamulale 
more property, in the room of what was plundered from him; 
but ihw is far from being the case with the slaves. 
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We are oidy ^iflty of flteaUng, aecordiiig to tiie |>i90VAdi> 
when we buy the goedp that w« know are 8teleD<; and who 
is it that does not know that the produce of the southern 
planters, as well as West India produoe, is. stolen wkh a 
vengeance, and that a vengeance must attend* both the buyera 
and sellers ; that is, if God is as just aod impartial to puniiii 
vice and reward virtue, now as he has. ever beea. But leav- 
ing moral evil out of the question, I would ask,, can c<pa 
passion for the case of the wretohed sons and daughtexs of 
Africa dwell in the heart of that man, or can the tear of tender 
sensibility glisten in the eye of that wobms, who purchasos 
periodically, and uses daily, the produce ef their toil, asweU 
as the price of their blood ? Surely not.^ If they ace po». 
sessed of the finer feelings whieh ^uioble huweii natuaee, 
certainly they must be lying dermaat in. seme sequesterod 
pcurt of the human- soul. I woirid ask, does n<it oppresMli 
disturb the economy of nature ? Certainly. Why thea is k 
encouraged ? Why is no mercy shewn to poor A|ricans by 
those who expect mercy to be shown to themselves ? If God 
has. no more compassion upon many Christians tiian they 
have upon the poor unhappy objects whose cause we are 
vindicating, what will become of them when they die ? Be 
assiHed, if we i^w no mercy, we shall &d no mercy ediown 
to us in our turn, when sickness seizes and medicine fails 
Ae- rioh as' well as the poor. . We i^ould let omr tender sym- 
pathy he extended to every creature susceptible of lediuig, 
even to the insect that crawls beneath out feet Such sym- 
paiky is^transcendently amiable in the si^ of God, as^being 
eongeniai' to his* own nature* 

I smile to myself, when, witbmy niiad''8 eye, I view the 
'phyanthropist and the divine,, wkh the pathos of social elo- 
quence, dedaimin^ against the vices of the age, particularly 
diat of oppji^aakm^ over a bowl of punoh, the fnincipal com- 
•pound»^of which are produced by bittep slavery ; but I bliMh 
when I View the £ur votaries of religion, prior to their going 
to their- hense of wovship, sippiag their green beverage, 
sweetened, or^ madb paJatabte^ by the sweat, the blood, the 
toors'of their own tender sex, wWhsveio.toil and^abour ;in 
die' 'samo gang with the uMn^^asd in the samo manner, -to 
pioduee the es^evable plants and whose blood mast manme 
the grounditt^*wbitah<4hat.|alml^*plqntfioni; and» pedia^ps, 
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these same fair devotees, at the momeat they are sippu 
their tea, are declaiming against the inconsi^eiicy and 
villany connected wiUi the sTave^tFade, and the cruelty of 
those dealers in human flesh ; and yet, forsooth^ the^e, &i< 
philanthropists purchase and use the essence of that same 
flesh with impunity. 

Reader, if thou art a person desirous of* vindicating tb^ 

propriety of using the produce of slavery, put thyself, for ooa 

moment, in the same condition in which the poor unhappy 

slaves now are ; and view, from the West Indies, the votaries 

of liberty and religion, in America, drinking out of their jovial 

bowls, or China tea cups, the produce of thy labour, thy 

sweat, thy tears, and thy blood ; and thea, and not til) them 

let thy conscience answer, is it right or wrong ? is it just or 

unjust 1 is it pleasing or not to that impartial holy Being who 

is no respecter of persons ? The fact is inoontrovertiblo, le^ 

who tt^ill shut their eyes, that they may not see it ; or let when 

will prostitute their consciences, that they may not believe.; 

that the buyer of the produce is as reprehensible as tb§.P^l?i;« 

We may, therefore, very properly, compare the 8lav<»*d^alQr 

to the drbver who bays eattle,.th0 plante^^to the^batcher- vr^ 

kills the cattle, and those who use the sagar to the. cit^^un/^ 

who- buy the bee^ take it home, cook, and eat it. 

What huma&efiUiMl<;aa refuse to eiBii its whQlei,in0M«iH2^ 
however small — what benevolent mind woutd not wiUi^gjjpn^ 
crifice many gratifications for the extermination of so accursed 
a traffic ? Yea, what mind would not rejoice to be able to 
embrace an opportunity of making such sacrifices, and thus 
to give a full proof of its abhorrence of what it professes to 
detest ? Rejoice then, ye benevolent and humane ; for, such 
an opportunity is now offered you. Slavery depends on the 
consumption of the produce of its labour for support. Refuse 
this produce, and slavery must cease. Say not that indivi- 
dual influence is small. Every aggregate must be composed 
of a collection of individuals. Though individual influence 
be small, the influence of collected numbers is irresistible. 
It is only by such collected individual influence, that any im- 
portant end is attained; any great design is accomplished by 
man. The power of-numbers supplies the want of sufficient 
force in the individual ; and their being collected, so as to 
act with an unity of power, renders them as efficacious and 
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certain as though the power of the whole were inveeted in 
one. Did the whole of this power reside in you, you ac. 
knowledge that you would readily exert it to attain so de- 
sirable an end as the destruction of slavery, the slave-trade, 
and all its concomitant horrors. Why then will you refuse 
to assist in forming that power by numbers, which you so 
much wish that you, as an individual, could exert 1 Let 
there not be so manifest a contradiction between your pro- 
fessed desires and your actual conduct. Weak, indeed, 
must those desires be, which exist only in words, which pro- 
duce no influence on our conduct, which cannot excite us to 
any self-denial. Prove that your wishes are not empty words ; 
let your conduct declare that these are the genuine desires 
of your heart, and be assured that in the end you shall reap, 
if you faint not. The number of those who have already 
refused the produce of slavery is large, it is increasing daily, 
and no bounds can be assigned to its future progress. Every 
individual who increases this number, increases the influence 
of the aggregate. Come, then, enlarge this number. Realize 
the period, when, through its increase, slavery shall cease 
with it. Realize the delightful retrospect, the joyful senti- 
ments, which the consideration that you have contributed to 
so important and glorious an end, will afibrd. Such sublime 
pleasures will abundantly more than compensate the loss of 
the low gratifications of a mere animal depraved appetite. 
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*^ Ah ! Afric's sons must stain the bloody shrine I 
But all those victims, Avarice, are thine ! 
On Mercy's God, those tyrants dare to call ; 
But Av'rice only is their lord of all ! 
To him their rites incessantly they pay ; 
And waste for him the Negro's life away ! 
The British peasant ! healthy, bold, and/ree / 
Nor wealth, nor grandeur, half so blest as he ! 
The state of life, for happiness the firsts 
Dare you compare with this the most accursed. 
You found them skives — ^but who that title gave ! 
The God of Nature never form'd a slave ! 
Though Fraud or Force acquire a master's name, 
Nature and Justice must remain the same ! 
He who firom thieves their booty, conscious, buys, 
May use an argument as sound and wise ; 
That he conceives no guilt attends his trade, 
Because the booty is tdready made. 

^ Come, now, reflect what tender modes you take 
To make those beings labour— ^or your sake ! 
First, then, you are so generous and good 
To give them time to rear a little food ; 
On the same selfish principle, of course. 
You feed {far better though) your mule or hone. 
Small is the portion, poor the granted soil, 
TiU'd by the Negro's restiess Sabbath's toil ! 
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What loud applause a master must deserve,' 

Not to permit his property to slarve ! 

Ere he conceives your meaning or your view, 

The whip directs him what he is to do. 

No sex, DO age, you ever learn'd to spare, 

But female limbs indecently lay bare ; 
^ See the poor mother lay her babe aside, 

And stoop to punishment she. must abide ! 

Nor midst her pangs, her tears, her horrid cries. 

Dare the sad husband turn his pitying eyes. 
" Among your numbers, do we never meet 

Villains so most atrociously complete, 

Who, with curs'd accuracy, count the days. 

The hours of labour pregnancy delays ; 

Who nature's wond'rous work attempt to spoil 
* By stripes, by terrors, and excess of toil? 
^ Agualta's stream by rains becomes a flopd. 

Once by its side a fearful female stood ; 

Th' attempt to cross it was a certain death — 

To tarry worse, perhaps — ^her tyrant's wrath ! 

Some anxious hours, unwilling^ did she stay. 

Then through the less'ning torrent fought her way. 

Prostrate she lay before her despot's fbet, 

Lnploring mercy she was not to meet ! 

For ah ! the ruffian's heart was hard as steel ! 

No pity he had e'er been known to feel ! 

While the lash tore her tir'd and tortur'd frame, 

l^e pangs of labour prematurely came. 

She dasp'd her murder'd infant to her breast ! 

Sttetth'd her sofre limbs, and sunk in endless rest. 

Nay, malice, safe, may find a thousand times 

When no white evidence can prove his crimes. 

Since, 'tis establish'd by your partial laws, 
' 'No^ slave bears witness in a white man's cause. 

'Tis kdd your equitable laws confine 

The^ negro's punishment to thirty -nine, 

^ Bad is at best the slave's most easy state, 

Yet some are destin'd to a harder fate. 

ViHains there are, who, doubly bent on gain, 

Most nicely calculate the toil and pain ; 

Who fix the tiniie! (Oh ! Heav'n ! why sleeps thy wrath ?) 



11 OMAN SLAVERY. 37 

r 

They may, miih prcfity work their gangs to death. 
* Whether shall we/ those precious scoundrels say^ 
< Gr^sp fortune quickly, or make long delay ? 
A hundred slaves we have no fund to buy ; 
The strength of half that number let us try : 
With modWaie toil, from practice it appears 
These slaves might live, perhaps, a dozen years ; 
To us, you know, the matter will be even. 
If we can make as much of them in seven.' 
The price of property they only weigh, 
Regardless, else, what lives they take away! 
Wretches by want expell'd from foreign climes, 
Escap'd from debts, or justice due their crimes ; 
The base, the ignorant, the ruffian steer. 
And find a desperate asylum Ttere. 
Abject and servile though themselves Vaey be 
To those above them but in one degree ; 
O'er the subordinate, sad, sable crew 
They have as absolute control as you. 
Men uninform'd, uncultivated, rude, 
Whose boist'rous passions ne'er have been subdu'd ; 
Whose tempers, never naturally mild, 
Care and misfortune render still . more wild ; 
Their furious hearts a-short relief procure, 
To wreak on otl^ers more than they endure ; 
By such caprice are negroes doom'd to bleed, 
1^ slaves of slavery — ^They are low indeed ! 
But while he parries off from year to year, 
The Negroes' sufF 'rings are indeed severe ! 
For their vain lord the most supplies to raise, 
111 fed, hard work'd, they know no resting days. 
Perhaps to greedy jobbers lent on hire. 
Who from excess of toil their gain require ; 
Who have no int'rest in them to preserve ; 
And if they labour, care not how they starve. 
Or seiz'd by marshals, and to market brought ; 
By various masters families are bought. 
Amidst their unregarded sighs and tears. 
The wife and husband fall to. different shares ; 
Their clinging offspring from their arms are tore. 
And hurried from them ne'er to meet them mor« k 

4 
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" Accursed slate ! where nature, and when lore, 
Rude Tioistiona must for ever prove ! 
You, bnitaJ raviahers ! pretend in vain 
That A&ic's children feel do jealous pain. 
Untaught Europeans, with iUiberal pride, 
Look with contempt on all the world beside ; 
And vainly think no virtue ever grew. 
No passion glowed, beneath a sable hue. 
Beings you deem them of inferior kind ; 
Denied u human, or a thinking mind. 
Happy for Negroes were this doctrine true I 
V/en/eelvigt UMUtfl ' ' ' 
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ON 

SLAVE REPRESENTATION. 



No subject exhibited for popular investigation, 00 im- 
pmously demands the attention of the patriotic citizens of 
America as the present, which is so essentially connected 
with their interest, and the prosperity of their children, and 
their children's children for ever. While our presses are 
crowded with the futile productions of the novelist and ro- 
mancer, may we not indulge a hope, that a subject so mo. 
raentous and interesting will command some attention* I am 
more capacitated to (tiscuss a subject of this nature, than 
those characters who generally receive their information 
by hearsay ; and surely none can be under greater obliga- 
tions to expose the complicated guilt of tyrannical slave 
traders, as well as the deleterious evils resulting from the im« 
politic commerce and slavery of the human species, than a 
'' penitential tyrant." Had I ten thousand tongues, and ten 
thousand pens, they should all be employed in disclaiming 
against a traffic, as impolitic as it is impious, as injudicious 
as it is villanous. Having relinquished the- most sanguine 
prospects of worldly accumulation and prosperity, from con- 
scientious motives, and having a spirit above flattering villany, 
offering incense at the shrine of vanity, or adulation to cha- 
racters clothed with a little brief authority, whether they 
are honourable or excellent, wealthy, royal, or reverend sin- 
ners ; I consequently cannot expect a patron. But I claim 
the liberty of dedicating my woriss to those who are all their 
masters, the patriotic, thp virtuous, the enlightened, and the 
independent citizens of America ; and if my simple argu-^ 
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ments are instrumental in impressing them with a tenfold 
solicitude for the honour and safety of their incomparable 
Constitution and glorious Independence, which is their own 
richest patrimony while uDtarnished, and the greatest tem- 
poral blessing they can bestow on their children, and transmit 
to posterity, my object is gained, and I am amply rewarded. 
To consolidate their happiness in particular, and the political 
emancipation of the African race in general, is the, primary 
object of this performance. Indeed it irritates me, when I re.- 
member that the tyrants of the south gain an ascendency 
over the citizens of the north, and enhance their paramount 
rights of suffrage and sovereignty, accordingly as they enslave 
and subjugate the inoffensive, the exiled sons of Africa. I am 
astonished at the stupidity of our citizens, in suffering such 
palpable injustice to be rewarded by political, as well as pe- 
cuniary gratifications. To suppose that the citizens of the 
north will peaceably submit to be robbed of all their rights 
of suffrage by the slave-dealers of the south, is to suppose 
that a drop of the blood of their fathers does not flow in their 
veins ; and that they are all worse than cowards, traitors, 
and enslavers of their own children. They should invincibly 
protest agamst this infamous inequality, and resolve, with a 
manly and honourable assiduity, not to have either hand, act, 
or part in negro slaves, and their tyrants' votes. 

We cannot always expect to be at peace ; and many hun- 
dreds of thousands of the oppressed Africans look with anxious 
solicitude for that moment to arrive, when the nation is en- 
gaged in domestic or foreign hostility — when they expect to 
avenge their wrongs, and vindicate their rights — the natural 
rights of man. 

To the mortification of philanthropy, to the grief of hu- 
manity, to the indignation of morality, and the astonishment 
of patriotism, the degrading tale must be told : that in this 
country, where so much precious blood has been spilt in the 
cause of freedom, where so many heroic and patriotic lives 
have been sacrificed at the shrine of liberty, in this free 
country where the motto of the keystone state is, and that 
of the union should be, " Virtue, Liberty^ Independence/*^ 
and from which it has been proclaimed to a world of vassals 
and despots, that the basis of oufr incomparable constitution, 
as well as of our political sentiments, is» " that all men are bom 
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free and equal," and yet, in this free country, inconsifltent as 
it must appear, though a contradiction in terms and ideas, it 
is a fact as stubborn as melancholy, that those republicans 
whose bosoms glow at the name of liberty, who profess to 
be her most zealous votaries, and indefatigable defenders, in 
the commencement of the nineteenth century, have not only 
established but consolidated the most horrid despotism, and 
riveted the chains of the most diabolical slavery that ever 
tormented and disgraced the human species. 

The unutterable sufierings of the human beings who are 
the yictima of our avarice, were an exhibition which would 
occasion a shock humanity could not bear ; consequently I 
must draw a veil over scenes too melancholy for recital, and 
too tragical for the sympathetic ear of philanthropy to 
endure. 

What isi the end of civil society? The acceleration 
of social happiness. If, therefore, these premises are 
allowed to be correct, human beings are held in perpetual 
servitude, absolute slavery, only by the ties of villany and 
fraud, injustice and ungenerosity, in open hostilities with rea* 
son, and the nature of things, as well as the fundamental 
principles of all legitimate associations. This must be ob- 
vious to ever}' discerning mind ; to enlarge, therefore, on the 
sentiment, would be to insult my reader's understanding ; to 
suppose he did not see the injustice of slavery himself, is de* 
grading him to an idiot. But before I proceed any fartheri 
I will advance a few^ and only a few reasons, where thou- 
sands might be adduced, in order to prove, upon ocular de- 
monstration, that it is the indispensable duty of the legislatures 
and representatives of the northern states, unanimously to 
protest against the policy of the southern, and to use their 
utmost endeavours to get the federal constitution amended 
in a part that is not only injurious, but an insult to them in- 
dividually and collectively, and pregnant with the most in- 
evitable consequences. V the representatives of the north 
(6r the states that oppose slavery practically as well as 
theoretically) should be discouraged from proposing an amend- 
ment to the eonstitution on account of the preponderating 
influence of the representatives of the south, 1 would suggest 
to them a motion which I think would be proper to be made 
in the house, and that is — that the citizens of the north i^all 

4* 
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be entitled to two votes for every five head of horned cattle, 
horses, &c, they possess, in order to be on an equality with 
the citizens of the south ; this surely is as reasonable, and 
a thousand times more just than the present mode of allowing 
two votes for every five head of negroes in the south. 

'< It is unanimously allowed by friends and foes, that the 
federal union of the states is radically the paramount palla- 
dium of our republic : dissolve that compact, and we become 
a prey to intestine commotion, foreign influence, and san- 
guinary invasion. By the constitution of the United States, 
it is provided that < representatives and direct taxes shall be 
apportioned among the several states, which may be included 
in the union, according to their respective numbers, which 
shall be determined by adding to the whole number of free 
persons, including those bound to service for a term of years, 
and excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other per- 
sons.' This principle evidently secures to the qualified voters 
of a state possessing slaves, the right of choosing a greater 
number of representatives, in proportion to the free citizens, 
than is enjoyed by the citizens of a state, which, from honourable 
and virtuous motives, refuses to participate in the barbarous op- 
pression and slavery of their fellow creatures ; so that 20,000 
proprietors of 50,000 slaves have a voice in the elections 
equivalent to that of 50,000 free persons who are destitute of 
this species of property. The admission of this deleterious 
principle into our national compact, was unquestionably the 
dictate of necessity. The members of the convention from 
the eastern states consented to it as a choice of difficulties, 
preferring a partial sacrifice of their rights, with the chance 
of future remedy, to the hazard of losing the whole constitu. 
tion. In the same spirit, the principle was supported in the 
state conventions, by the best talents in the northern states." 
The number of representatives of slaves, alias southern pro- 
perty, has already increased to twenty-five, and they are 
urging the annexation of new slave states. These considera- 
tions alone should cause our representatives to be on the 
alert, even laying aside the principles of natural justice, 
moral rectitude, and the super-excellent precepts of revela- 
tion, which inculcate, " that we should do to all men what- 
ever we would that they should do unto us, and that we 
should love our neighbours (or all mankind) as ourselves." 
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This is the sum-total of all social duty ; these are the princi- 
pies of evangelical rectitude, which are in determined hostility 
against all slavery and despotism, political, ecclesiastical, 
and domestic. It is nugatory to address the advocates of 
slavery on these principles of morality, while they suppose 
interest and policy differs from them. My principal object, 
therefore, shall be in these compendious strictures, to de- 
monstrate that slavery is as diametrically opposite to sound 
policy and true interest, as it is to natural justice, and Chris* 
tian rectitude. Slavery debases and contaminates the im- 
mortal soul, as well as torments and lacerates the mortal 
body of its victims : on the other hand, it has a direct ten- 
dency to generate the most infamous vices among their op- 
pressors, a recital of which dehcacy forbids me to parlicu- 
larize. In short, slavery is a present and eternal injury to 
the judicially infatuated characters who encourage and support 
it, as well as those who suffer by it temporally. It is an 
encouragement, an incitement to indolence, licentiousness, 
concupiscence, pride, treachery, fraud, falsehood, and a train 
of evils too tedious to enumerate in the oppressor. And with 
respect to the oppressed, it debases the mind and corrupts 
the moral character very naturally : for what else can be 
expected of ignorant, unlettered Afric- Americans, groaning 
under the frowns of oppression, seeing nothing but compli- 
cated villany and violence ; instructed by the treachery and 
deception with which they are subjected, they naturally 
learn to disregard the rights of others ; every moral feeling 
is blunted, and every social virtue is destroyed. Thus, when 
individuals in the south become proselytes to religion and 
moral rectitude, they are impelled to liberate their slaves ; 
and as it would be injudicious to let them remain with the 
other slaves, they will not therefore be employed ; they are, 
of course, exported to the north, where we have to provide 
for and support them, with all their vices upon them. 

But slavery is not only destructive to the morals of society, 
but to national industry, improvement, and population : it 
makes one part of the community indolent by taking away 
the reward of industry, 4ind the other supine by obviating the 
necessary stimulus to assiduity. When tyrants can make 
others the servile instruments of their will, it cannot be sup- 
posed that they will pay any attention to industry and labour. 
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Hence slavery sows the seeds of social weakness and disorder. 
By the economy of nature, we may ascertain thiat slavery is 
the grand impoverisher of a state ; it diminishes industry, 
and discourages population. What I here advance is -abun- 
dantly exemplified by the history of our own country ; by 
slavery national prosperity must be impeded or must decline. 
Then since the unanimous voices of reason, religion, humanity, 
and patriotism concur in deprecating an evil, and condemning 
a system so pregnant with ruin, to the body politic ; there*, 
fore, whether we are aristocrats, democrats, or federals, we 
are bound (who have children or relatives, if we feel natural 
affection for them) to unite all our force, and labour for the 
annihilation of such a barbarous commerce. Solicited by so 
many cogent considerations, our representatives will not, I 
flatter myself, be deterred by all the clamours of injustice and 
avarice, to relinquish their laudable endeavours for the safety 
of their constituents, and prosperity of their country. 

Columbus, the first discoverer of St. Domingo, was not 
only an enterprising adventurer, but also a humane person ; 
yet the Spaniards who followed him, were monsters of cruelty, 
which their brutal conduct, in destroying the original natives 
of this island in cool blood, will abundantly demonstrate. 
They massacred no less than three millions of men, women, 
and children, who were shot like birds of the air, hunted and 
torn to pieces by bloodhounds like beasts of the forest, till 
they were extinct. 

Thus we see, in the most obvious and convincing manner, 
the melancholy efiects of such wicked policy ; indeed, it is 
utterly impossible for a reasonable and intelligent African, 
to be in any respect favourable to the government, that i^ the 
implacable enemy of his nation, in open hostility with all his 
countrymen, and of all his colour. If he is reconciled, he is, 
in fact, a tory, and worse than a tory, a traitor. Consistency 
and virtue are the primary pillars of civil government ; take 
these away, and it be^ns to nod to its fall. [The govern- 
ment therefore should change its pohcy, and by exhibiting 
the spirit of justice and friendship, secure the love and sup- 
port of the coloured citizens.] 

The poor whites, much less the poor blacks, cannot have 
confidence in the legislators, who one moment declare, as 
the palladium of their political sentiments, and federal go- 
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vemment, that all men are by nature free, and yet, forsooth, 
in the same breath, assert many to beslaves ; and those who 
concur in this sentiment, proclaim their villany, as well as 
inconsistency to the world, and virtually caution men of com. 
mon discernment not to place any confidence in their official 
acts or private contracts. 

It is certain the state governments of the south are nourish- 
ing evils that will eventually sap the foundations of their con- 
stitutions, and prove their downfall. A folio volume would 
not contain even a specimen of those evils, which are the 
spontaneous offspring of slavery. It destroys social inter- 
course, by transforming one part of society to demagogues, 
and degrading the other part to brutes. It encourages and 
produces in one part indolence, dissipation, sensuality, du- 
plicity, imbecility, effeminacy, and a train of concomitant 
evils too tedious to enumerate ; and in the other, wretched- 
ness, misery, despondency, starvation, degradation, contam- 
ination, the art of deception, and all manner of depravity. 
The fact is, slaveholders are not only pests to society them- 
selves, but render their slaves destructive nuisances. Every 
person must allow this, who allows that industry is the very 
nerves of a free nation, and idleness its bane ; consequently, 
whatever system encourages indolence, and at the same time 
discourages industry, (for it is well known that white persons 
who work in the south, are despised by their idle, dissipated 
neighbours,) proves a prelude to the ruin of the state or go- 
vemment where it is supported. But slavery destroys all 
sense of moral rectitude and natural justice, for those who 
are instructed from their infancy, to consider negroes as their 
property, without rights or privileges, must be prone to con- 
sider poor white people, especially if they are very much 
tanned by the sun, or if they are Spaniards or Portuguese, 
in the same point of view. Those who ffaink it no sin to 
rob and enslave a black, a mulatto, or even a mustee, cannot 
think it a sin to do so to a poor white person. In short, it is 
" the fear, not the love of either God or man, which precludes 
slave traders from enslaving poor white people as well as 
black*" Another evil attending slavery is, it eventually de. 
stroys chastity in females, by putting a great number of them 
in the power, and subjecting them to the will of the males. 
The evils resulting from this are incalculable, as well aa 
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complicated, wad are of such an indelicate nature that I naust 
pass them ivith an astonished silence, which will leave room * 
for the reader's imagination to depicture what Would he iin« 
prudent for me to recapitulate or particularize. 

As a majority of the laws of Virginia, which were in force 
during the monarchy, were incompatible with the principles 
of republicanism, the first assembly which met after the or- 
ganization of the commonwealth, appointed a committee, 
men of the first talents and respectability, to revise the whole 
code, and report it to the assembly ; part of which revisal 
Mr. Jefferson relates in the following words, which shows, 
not only the ingenuity of his head, but also the generosity of 
his heart* 

<< To establish religious freedom on the broadest bottom. 

^ To emancipate all slaves bom afler the passing the act. 
The bill reported by the revisers does not itself contain this 
proposition ; but an amendment containing it was prepared, 
to be ofifered to the legislature whenever the bill should be 
taken up, and further directing that they should continue 
with their parents to a certain age, then be brought up at the 
public expense, to tillage, arts or sciences, according to their 
gei;:*^^s, till the females should be eighteen, and males twenty- 
one years of age, when they should be colonized to such 
place as the circumstances of the time should render most 
proper, sending them out v^ith arms, implements of household 
and of the handicraft arts, seeds, pairs of the useful domestic 
animals, dec, to declare them a free and independent people, 
apd extend to them our alliance and protection, till they have 
acquired strength ; and to send vessels at the same time to 
other parts of the world for an equal number of white in* 
babitantfit," 6ixi. d(c. 

[What place can possibly be more cheap, convenient, .and 
proper, than their own native soil of America ? To suppose 
that the coumtry will be so liberal as to declare them free, trans- 
port, and settle them in colonies, and lose all their valuable 
labour, is to presuppose a liberality adequate to colonize 
them at home ; that is, make them free citiaens where they 
now are, and save, the immense expense and risk of removal^ 
and secure time services to the country.] 
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I AM well aware that the language of ■ome will be, the 
alarmist sees dangers which never will be realized^ and have 
no existence, except in the^ author's enthusiastic brain. Hiis 
was the language of the Antediluvians, the Egyptians, the 
Assyrians, the Trojans, the Athenians, the Thebans, the 
Corinthians, the Carthagenians, the Babylonians, the Mace* 
donians, the Jews, who were the peculiar fiivourites of hea- 
ven, and even the Romans, who were the conquerors of them 
all, prior to their overthrow ; and I might add many nations 
even in modern times, particularly the Swiss and Batavian 
republics, who were hurled into the labyrinth of despotism 
and degradation, at the moment they were expecting to see 
their liberties consolidated on the most substantial basis* 
Their histories will demonstrate the uncertainty of human 
greatness, and the vicissitudes which await the most prosper- 
ous nations, when immersed in the sink of popular degrada- 
tion. 

Why do we talk of barbarism? What Oriental nation, 
what savage people ever encouraged and supported such a 
cruel commerce in human flesh, or kept so many of their 
fellow-men in ignoble bondage, as the Americans as well as 
the other refined nations of Christendom now support and 
keep ? None to my knowledge ever did. I allow that canni- 
bals are devourers of their prisoners, but not their systemati- 
cal tormentors. Witness for a moment the contrast between 
the wretched state of African slaves and the cannibal that is 
just conquered, and about to be devoured by the victors: 
his tremulous heart no doubt palpitates with anguish, in the 
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intermediate space between the conquest of the victors and 
the slaughter of the vanquished, which is but a short time ; 
as the captive is devoured as soon as possible afler be is 
taken ; because confinement would only tend to render him 
an unwelcome morsel for his voracious conquerors. Con. 
sequently his sufferings are soon terminated : bnf this is far 
from being the case with the poor unhappy negro: the 
votaries of Christianity tear him from his family and friends ; 
hiid wife and children ; his country and kin ; and in short, 
all that is near and dear to him : not to terminate his suffer- 
ings in a few days, by devouring him, but, alas, to assassinate 
him by slow but sure degrees, with the three epidemic disor- 
ders peculiar to the West Indies and the southern states of 
America ; I mean hunger, the cowskin, and extreme labour. 
But the greatest misfortune of all is, while the poor unhappy 
slave is thus murdered, corporeally by slow degrees, he is, 
alas, contaminated mentally by the example and precepts of 
his tyrants in a precipitate manner ; while the massacre of 
his body is procrastinated, the ruin of his soul is accelerated ; 
his body is indeed butchered in the most inhuman manner, 
while his soul is poisoned by the most detestable crimes, to 
which his forefathers were utter strangers in their own coun- 
try. But the evils connected with slavery are so dreadful and 
profound, that Satan, if possible, himself, could not hear them 
developed without a blush ! or (he most voracious cannibal with, 
out a sympathetic tear. I will be bold to say, that this crime 
of itself is sufficient to force the slumbering vengeance from 
the skies, especially when it is remembered, that the perpe- 
trators, the abettors and supporters of it, all know their mas- 
ter's will, and of consequence, (if the scriptures are true,) will 
be beaten with many stripes. Any person who will for a 
moment reflect upon the moral justice and mercy of God, 
and the immoral actions and cruelty of the inhabitants of the 
new as well as the old world, will be constrained to believe, 
that without speedy repentance and reformation, the scourge 
of God and besom of destruction will eventually sweep them 
away. For surely we cannot suppose an impartial Gpd, 
who has punished unenlightened nations for their iniquity, 
will, or indeed can, according to his moral justice, and 
equitable attributes, let those that are enlightened pass with 
impunity, who have been guilty of the same crimes with 
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aggravated hostility and refined efirontery. But the mn we 
have just exhibited, with its concomitants, is only one of 
thousands, which are current and accumulate strength daily, 
in what are called Christian countries. We see in other 
nations the most dreadfully formidaUe despotism, that ever 
degraded or tormented the human race, prevail ; and we may 
see in our own, if we will but open our intellectual eyes for 
a moment, intestine divisions, party acrimony, hatred, and 
violence prevail, which seems to bid fair £or the introduction 
of anarchy and civil wai:. For if rebellion or club law begins 
to appear, and its auxiliary, party-rancour, in the infancy of 
our nation, what may we expect will be the event of our 
impolicy, imbecility, duplicity, and oppression in following 
years, when we may have to grapple with adversaries ren- 
dered invincible by our impolicy ; I mean the infuriated sons 
of Africa ? Who can help seeing even now, that the sacred 
basis on which our holy religion is built, is virulently attacked 
by its enemies, and undermined by its professed friends ? for 
it is a lamentable &ct, that though there is a great amount 
of nominal religion in the world, and pharisaical professors in 
superabundance, yet, on an average, the number of true phi- 
lanthropic and evangelical Christians, is comparatively very 
few. Who can help seeing that the measures of our brethren 
of the south, have a direct tendency to metamorphose their 
slaves to the most formidable foes, and that they virtually 
cry to them, '^ Havoc, and let slip the dogs of war," though 
they little think that this is the caise, and the very anticipa- 
tion fills them with- horror. But surely, if we may judge 
the future by the present, and the present by the past, we 
may easily ascertain the magnitude of the effects, from the 
virulence of the cause. The case of the blacks of Hispaniola 
and Jamaica, is irrefragable proof of the cogency of our re- 
marks ; and I might add a circumstance, related by Dr. Per- 
cival, in his Moml Tales. << A pack of hounds," says he, 
<< were kept long without sufficient food, to render them more 
eager for the chase, and were frequently lashed by their 
keeper, who one day entering the kennel without his whip, 
they all flew upon him and tore him to pieces!" Thus will 
the slaveholders of the south, some unguarded moment, be 
repaid for ell their barbarities, and perhaps be buU^herpdhy 
their iofiiriated slaves, with as much vengeance as theiOegfoes 
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of Hayti and Jamaica manifested in their dreadful massacre 
of aH the whites (amounting to several thousands) that came 
within their reach, a few artificers for local purposes only 
excepted. 

The long forbearing naercy of God is manifesting to angels, 
men, and devils, in time and eternity, his infinite goodness 
in giving his deluded incorrigible mortals, from time to time, 
and through different chtannels, timely warning, whether they 
would hear or whether they would forbear. And while this 
and similar performances will be living testimonials of the 
long- suffering compassion of a munificent Creator, they will 
also be living witnesses of the wickedness, perverseness, and 
impenitence of the tyrannic and impenitent sons of men, 
when the hour of retribution approaches, in which the just 
vengeance of an indignant, a slighted, and insulted deity de- 
scends with impetuosity upon the guilty heads of his rebel- 
lious, his imperious, his barbarous, his unrelenting creatures. 
Though this work may be rejected by a great majority of the 
people, still I feel with tenfold solicitude die importance of 
the subject, the language of which I endeavour to simplify, 
80 as to suit the capacities of the most illiterate ; and let them 
think what they please and say what they think, relative to 
the futility of these strictures, I am determined, with the 
assistance of the grace of God, to giv« a faithful warning, 
and perhaps before many years have rolled their anxious 
cares away, it will be evinced, that I have sounded neither 
an undue nor an unseasonable alarm. As I feel it con- 
.soientiously my duty to admonish my fellow citizens, to 
forego the product of villany and vices, and pursue the path 
of honour and virtue ; my admonitions in this respect are 
good, though my fears and ainticipated dangers should prove 
to be only chimerical and romantic illusions. 1 feel how. 
ever with peculiar force, the solemnity of the subsequent 
passage of scripture, and 'hence that it. is better for me to 
hearken to and obey the voice of conscience, ( when under 
the influence of scripture and reason,) than the requisitions 
or prohibitions of men : 

Yet if thou uam the wicked, and he turns not from his 
wickedness nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his 
inifuityf but thou hast delivered thy soul. This passage I 
appreh^d is as appUcable to me, when admonishing my 
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fellow creatures from the press, as it is when addressing them 
from the pulpit. Many persons, no doubt, will agree with 
me, when I assert, that our political situation as a nation is 
both owUca^ and perilous ; though their opinions greatly 
vary' as to the magnitude of the danger, and the sources from 
whence it proceeds. Many oflen, too often, deplore the effect 
of moral evil, without paying any attention to the cause ; so 
likewise they feel the punishment of natural evil, without 
investigating its source. 

" What could have been done more to my vineyard, that 1 
have not done in it ? wherefore when I looked that it should 
bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes. 

'< And he looked for judgment, but behold oppression ; for 
righteousness, but behold a cry. 

<< Wo unto them that join house to house, that lay field to 
field, till there be no place, that they may be placed alone in 
the midst of the earth !" 

But the great misfortune is, that those who feel themselves 
the lords of creation or the rulers of the people, are the most 
careless and indifferent to the evils I deprecate, like the in- 
attentive captain who runs his ship upon the rocks and is 
the first to leave her, and if possible his crew, to the mercy 
of the waves. They are above regarding the alarmist, and 
listen with a contemptuous sneer, if they listen at all, to his 
admonitions. Yet when the dangers he exhibits intellectually 
are realized corporeally, they will, no doubt^ be the most 
clamorous in exculpating themselves from personal censure, 
and precipitate in saving themselves from personal danger. 
But why mention the rulers of the people, or expect to be 
heard by them ? It is to those who will be the greatest suf* 
ferers, in the event of a realization of the evils I warn them 
against, to wit, the agricultural and mechanical part of so- 
ciety, I must address my discourse^ For, admitting our 
liberties should be annihilated, those who now hold their heads 
high, would be perhaps the royal or imperial dependants, or 
I should rather have said, the parasites and sycophants of im- 
perial or royal demagogues. - 

The shipwreck of the republicanism of France, by a 
solitary wandering adventurer, while it justifies my fears in 
this respect, should impress the minds of my fellow citizens 
with a prudential fear also. Let them remember such a 
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man as Bonaparte would find more powerful auxiliaries in 
America, than appeared to favour his designs in France. 
The people there were first torn to pieces by intestine broils, 
and in this fatigued, disorganized state, quietly suffered them* 
selves to be refettered with the manacles of hereditary, military, 
and ecclesiastical despotism. Judging^ therefore, the present 
by the past, I will contend, that party rancour, and domestic 
factions, when carried to a certain extent, will end in the 
total subversion of our liberties, i. e. if men continue as 
depraved and ambitious as they are at present. 

But some will be ready to say, our resources and militia 
forces are too great, to justify the anticipation or adoption 
of your premature fears : I answer, what were the resources 
of the ancient Romans ? They were raised to the very pin- 
nacle of national grandeur and refinement, a little before 
their degradation : I might have said, annihilation. Be as- 
sured, it is not riches, but virtue alone, that can guaranty 
the respectability and liberty of a nation. But by whom 
were the invincible conquerors of the world subjugated and 
enslaved ? By a race (I had almost said a handful) of 
barbarians, who were used in the hand of the governor of the 
universe, as a rod to chastise the effeminate, the supercilious, 
the tyrannical Romans, who were previously thfe oppressors 
and tyrants of mankind, as the nations of Christendom now are. 

A superficial glance at Africa and the East Indies, will 
suffice to demonstrate this authentic assertion : and I might 
add the West Indies, where thousands and millions are as^ 
sassinated, by the whips of the merciless planters, if not, (as 
in the East Indies,) by the poniards and bayonets of the un- 
relenting soldiers, and avaricious factors. One are despatched 
by the weapons of war at once, the other by the horrid 
apparatus of slavery, and by a slow poison ; a dreadful pro- 
cess indeed. Mortal eloquence may attempt to depicture the 
horrors of slavery, but never will be able to succeed. They 
beggar description^ But even the West India Islands have 
participated in sanguinary warfare also, till their original in- 
habitants were extirpated by the whites in those islands. It 
is a stubborn fact, that the original inhabitants of all the 
West India Islands are extirpated, except a few in St. Vin- 
cent's, who inhabit the mountains, some of whom I have seen 
in that island. ^ 
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Out of thousands of instances which might be adduced (o 
prove the authenticity and validity of our opinions, we will 
only appeal to the fate of the Islands of Hispaniola and Cuba. 
After the departure of Columbus, the governors of these 
islands and their ruthless soldiers, in a few years depopulated 
them, though the inhabitants were an innocent and inoffensive 
people, very hospitable to strangers. Hispaniola contained 
no less than three millions, and Cuba six hundred thousand 
inhabitants. Bartholomew De Las Casas, bishop of Chiapa, 
who was eye and ear witness to their horrid massacres, re* 
lates that " they were hunted down by dogs ;'* fierce blood- 
hounds, no doubt imported for the express purpose ; ** these 
innocent people, almost naked, and without defensive arms, 
were pursued like wild beasts of the forest, and devoured 
alive by these dogs ; Some were shot," like the hunted par- 
tridge, "or burned alive in their habitations." He also 
asserts, from his own personal knowledge, ^ that the Spani- 
ards frequently caused a number of these miserable wretches 
to be summoned by a priest to come in and submit to the 
Chn'stian religion, and to the king of Spain ; and that after 
this ceremony, they put them to death without the least 
remorse." We should not doubt the truth of the bishop's 
account ; we cannot suppose he exaggerated, seeing he was, 
himself, in some measure, privy to the catastrophe he relates^ 
as well as four monks of the order of St. Jerome, who were 
sent out by cardinal Ximenes. 

Our population and finances, our commerce and improve- 
ments are increasing with a rapidity unknown to our an- 
cestors ; but what is accumulated population at home, to a 
respected character abroad 7 What are increasing finances 
and improvements, when put in competition with equitable 
government, a consistency of principle, and uniformity of 
practice ? We certainly have increased in luxury, avarice, 
and systematical cruelty, since the epoch of our independence, 
more than any other nation ever did in the same number of 
years ; Jar what Rome was in her declinej America is in her 
infancy. We look with a supercilious glance upon personal 
virtue and national honour, while we are enamoured with 
riches, and with the vile and vulgar fashions imported from 
Europe ; and pursue, with avidity, the interdicted pleasures 
which have proved the overthrow of other republics, and 

6* 
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which tend to rock in the cradle of effeminacy those who are 
to be our defenders, and the supporters of Our unalienable 
privileges, at a future period. We suffer ambition to mo- 
nopolize the rewards that should be conferred on virtue ; nay, 
we supinely behold our fellow citizens, not only enslave and 
murder thousands of their innocent, unoffending fellow crea- 
tures periodically, but we permit them, by this unjust and 
unwarrantable medium, to gain not only niches to fiU their 
coffers, but also political influence in our national councils, 
the permanent right of suffrage and sovereignty. For it is a 
lamentable fact, that for every two slaves the dealers in hu- 
man flesh smuggle from Africa, or breed, they gain the same 
influence at elections, as a free citizen inherits in his own 
person ; and a planter that purchases two hundred negroes, not 
only replenishes his purse thereby, but also gains one hundred 
and twenty times as much influence in the nation, as the 
virtuous and honourable patriot who nobly refuses to prostitute 
his political and religious character, by participating in such 
unparalleled duplicity, hypocrisy, and villany. Is such in- 
equality consistent with a republican form of government ; 
is it consistent with justice, generosity, or even common 
sense ? No ; it is a canker that eats, and will of itself 
eventually destroy our constitution. If there was no other 
enemy to excite our fears and alarm our sensibility, this surely 
is sufficient. No less than sixty odd thousand slaves an- 
nually increase the representation. 

Can we blame them if they withdraw their confidence and 
support from their degenerate fellow citizens ? 

It is not the fang of the impetuous lion I dread, but the 
venom of the snake in the grass; that reptile which in. 
sidiously steals on its belly, and imperceptibly creeps to de* 
stroy. But I detest, I abhor, I execrate the toleration given 
to slavery in this free country. Free did I call it ? can a 
nation be free, when two and a quarter millions of its in- 
habitants are in the most humiliating and tormenting slavery ? 
The supposition is an. insult to common sense, common 
honesty, and common feeling. It tends to exhibit us to the 
whole world as a nation of political hypocrites and legal im- 
postors. To whom shall I look, who shall I call upon, to 
execrate such diabolical, abominable principles, and deprecate 
the ejects which they will infallibly produce in this infant 
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country ? Ye ministers of God, I conjare you by all that is 
sacred, to join with me, in vindicating the cause of our 
wretched fellow men ; the honour of our God, the sacredneas 
of our holy religion, enjoins the important duty. Continue 
1)0 longer in tdrpid indi^erence, look no more on this subject, 
as the Levite beheld the man that fell among the thieves, or 
us foreign from your ministerial function. Remember re- 
ligion without mercy, and sympathetic commiseration, is the 
religion of hell. 1 appeal to the wisdom and patriotism of 
the general government, to support the justice, and defend 
the honour of their country. I call upon the judges, the 
magistrates, the counsellors, and every individual of the na- 
tion, in whose veins a drop of patriotic blood flows, in 
whose heart a particle of tender pity palpitates, or in whose 
soul the honour attached to the citizens of America resides. 
I conjure you to reverence your ancestors, your government, 
your country, yourselves, and unanimous^ agree to eradicate 
the pollution with which you are stigmatized individually, 
and tarnished collectively. I call finally upon the humanity 
of the country, and the genius of the constitution, to vindi- 
cate the character and support the honour of the union, and 
destroy tho seeds of discord which are already engendered, 
before they destroy the commonwealth. Let us, in the name 
of all that is virtuous, and in defence of all that is dear to us, 
endeavour to secure our safety, if not our glory ; our lives, if 
not our national respectability ; and in all our endeavours let 
us ever keep full in our intellectual view the honour of our 
progenitors, and safety, of our progeny. Let us ever bear 
in mind, that slavery eflfeminates and debilitates the nation, 
that wantonness enervates it, and th^t sensuality will event- 
ually destroy it. But if any, afler all the proofs we have 
adduced, should contend, that the danger resulting from the 
inequaUty and cruelty connected with African slavery is not 
as prominent as I insinuate, by arguments which 1 think 
are conclusive, I will therefore appeal to the hearts and con- 
sciences of my fellow citizens. If, for instance, a law was 
enacted in the national councils, by which the citizens of the 
north should be entitled to one vote in our elections (in ad- 
dition to their own personal votes) for every two head of 
cattle they purchased and placed upon their farms, and so on 
in proportion to the number of their cattle, I ask tho^ who 
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are the supporters of slavery, would you not consider such a 
law as a monstrous violation of the law of nations, of recti- 
tude and common sense ? and -would you not be clamorous 
to have it instantly repealed, or separate from the general go- 
vernment ? No doubt you would. But the evils consequent 
on such a law being passed, would not be' half so pernicious 
and destructive to the public /Weal as the laws in favour of 
slave traders : for surely we cannot suppose that horned 
cattle could gnaw the vitals of the body politic, be always on 
the brink of commotion, and, as it was in Hispaniola, when 
the community was harassed with internal factions, or ex- 
ternal invaders, embrace the opportunity and repay their 
tyrants in their own coin, in oppression, cruelty, and 
MURDER. When T take a glance at that unhappy country, 
and view the human skeletons of thousands, and tens of 
thousands, whiten the shore, who were some years ago the 
same as the southern planters now are, and used the same 
paltry subterfuges and futile arguments in favour of slavery, 
my emotions are unutterable, and I can scarce maintain 
equanimity and moderation necessary to the elucidation and 
amplification of bur discussion. Were I possessed with the 
voice of a trumpet, and adamantine lungs, methinks I would 
make all America reverberate with my remonstrances. My 
voice should swell " over the hills and far away ;" the in- 
habitants of each city, town, village, and cottage should hear 
sounded in their ears — Awake from your false security, arise 
frotn your seductive repose! Behold with your intellectual 
eyes, your sacred rights already infringed, and the ways and 
means providing to annihilate as well as infringe them. For 
since your opponents of the south have gained their myriads 
of votes by their increase of slaves, and continue thus to 
accumulate their rights of suffrage, where are the privileges 
of the citizens of the north to be found ? — whirled into the 
vortex of the politics of the citizens of the south ; and alien- 
ated from themselves and their own true interests. This 
will ever be the case if they do not repel, with becoming 
magnanimity, such ungenerous encroachments in time. If 
the friends, the real friends of liberty, will make a resolute 
stand in opposition to the inequality of such measures, there 
is no doubt but matters may be accommodated amicably. 
Those who have feeling in their hearts, candour in their 
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minds, and knowledge in their heads, will themselves anti- 
cipate ideas connected with our subject, and which perhaps 
it would not be prudent for me to develop. 

Will any call all I have said, or will say, rhapsody or 
ranting? To such calumniators I would say — ^your Ian. 
guage would be far, fai* different from what it is, were you 
in the forlorn situation of the persons whose cause I have 
espoused, and whose injured innocence .1 endeavoured k) 
vindicate. But I would ask auch patriots, is it only despots 
that must be censured, when they trifle with the lives, 
spili the blood, and laugh at the tears of their subjects? 
Are those who profess to be the votaries of republicanism to 
remain irresponsible, unreproveable, unimpeachable, and un. 
reprehensible when they commit the very same crimes pe^ 
ciiliar to the most despotic governments ? Must the cabinets 
of kings be reproached, when the senates of republics pass 
on with impunity ? I hope not. Are the principles of our 
government, in which we boast, and the corrupt materials 
of other administrations which we invaUdate, merely themes 
of idle speculation or declamation, introduced to decorate the 
senator's speech, and president's proclamation ? Is it possible 
that men can produce such moral mischief, by their mentai 
prostitution, and feel no compunction, nor suflSsr no reproach 
for the same? Can they risk the dearest interests of pos*- 
terity without remorse or shame ? I will be bold to say, thai 
by neglecting the warning I give, and suffering slavery to 
grow and flourish in the land, is to invite the repetition of 
the triagedy that was acted in Hispaniola and Jamaica, to be 
re-acted in America. The planters, therefore, by neglecting 
to abolish slavery in time, virtually solicit the introduction 
of anarchy. And our administratioo, if they act in the same 
manner, will be answerable for the widow's anguish and the 
orphan's wo, who will consequently sufler the same ca- 
lamities which the planters of Cape Francois endured. They 
must be likewise answerable to their country, to their con- 
sciences, and to their God for their pusillanimity and neglect. 
This is no theatrical exhibition ; there can be no inaccuracy 
in the scenes I have exhibited, and which still recur to my 
mind, and haunt my slumbering , as well as my wakeful 
moments. Experience in the case of others has proved the 
authentic prophet, to apprize us of what will sooner or later 
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come to pass ; and methinks I already hear the shrieks of 
the victims of our imbecility, and it seems as if the voice of 
wee]>ing and lamentation issues already from the shade of 
the wilderness or the declivity of the fertile picturesque 
mountains. With my mind's eye, I view the negro crying 
with uplifted hands, " Am I npta man and a brother ?" and the 
. next moment (when redress for his wrongs, or mitigation of 
his sufferings seems impossible) grasping the sword and pike 
and sallying forth to be revenged on his fell tyrants. These 
tragic scenes are already open to my imagination, and I 
fancy that I hear the yells of infuriated desperadoes, mingling 
with the groans and shrieks of their expiring victims, while 
the eastern wind conveys the mingled echo from the distant 
settlements of the south. If none but the citizens of the 
south were to suffer in the event of such a crisis, the case 
would not be so tragical ; but the warfare will be general, 
and nothing will satisfy either race, but the extinction or ex- 
tirpation of one or the other. The Africans are now reduced 
to beasts of burden, they will then be metamorphosed to 
beasts of prey ; superior force can only give security ; to 
talk of reconcilement will be fallacious ; *^ for true reconcile, 
ment never grows where wounds of deadly hate have pierced 
so deep." The futility and versatility of the arguments and 
dispositions of slaveholders have judicially blinded their eyes : 
but is that any reason they should hoodwink their fe|low 
citizens? Do they, or can they expect, (itdmitting their 
measures will have no worse tendency) that they will tamely 
bear the re-endurance of their former degradation under 
royal villany ? Can they expect so far to debauch the public 
mind, as to cause others to subscribe to their rapacity, and 
legalize their villany, without receiving any thing in return, 
and losing every thing? Can they suppose that we will 
suffer ourselves so far to be mentally and morally prostituted 
as to sacrifice our characters at the shrine of avarice, ad- 
mitting the pecuniary reward to be ever so splendid and 
sumptuous ? Do they imagine that the people of the north 
have lost their minds, their memories, and their eyes also ? 
Or do they expect that they shall still succeed in replenish, 
ing their own personal finances and impoverishing their 
fellow citizens ; importing thousands of young and vigorous 
Africans, and suffering periodically hundreds of old, debili- 
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tated, and superannuated negroes to escape from their servi. 
tude, to be not only on an equality with, but also a burden 
to the people of the north, after they have spent their health 
and strength in their tyrants' service, thousands of whom 
are now in Philadelphia, who in the winters have to be 
supported by public donations. 

Can they expect that we will tamely and supinely con- 
tinue to suHei: such barbarous impositions ? Can they expect 
that we will lend our names, our hands, or our hearts, to sup. 
port, abet, and encourage a cruel traffic, a savage war» that has 
first drenched the plains of Africa, and crimsoned the waves 
of the Atlantic with human blood, and which now cries to 
heaven for vengeance, not only against the tyrants individual, 
ly, but the nation collectively ? For God considers every na. 
tion who legalizes villany, by suffering it to prosper, though 
in the most secret recesses of the. community, I say he con- 
siders such nations guilty in their collective body, and 
punishes them accordingly. If when the fraud or villany is' 
detected they punish, or endeavour to punish and extirpate, 
the perpetrators of the same, as the Israelites did in the case 
of Achan, they are, of course, guiltless ; but if they wink or 
connive at the injustice of individuals, or bodies of the people, 
they make the crimes of a few the crimes of the whole, and 
are punished accordingly. Witness the tragic overthrow of 
the above communities for an irrefragable proof of these 
arguments. These are serious considerations, in which 
every member of the state is deeply interested. Moderation 
induces me to believe, and candour constrains me to acknow- 
ledge the same, that there are many virtuous and honourable 
characters in the southern states, who abhor slavery as much 
as I can do, and deprecate the introduction of anarchy with 
horror, and I was going to say, though I would belie my 
conscience in so doing, that even some of the slave dealers 
are virtuous and honourable men ; indeed it is with regret 
I expose the cruelty of their measures, but conscience com- 
mands and I must obey. 

I hope, I fondly hope, the people of the south, (I mean 
the slave dealing and slaveholding people,) have too much 
good sense and common justice to impose measures upon 
their brethren of the north, which they would themselves 
reject with anger and disdain. They cannot surely think 
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that we have so soon forgotten the lessons we learned in our 
revolutionary war. But if they should be so unjust and 
ungenerous, so weak and so wicked, as to suppose that we 
would suffer ourselves to be seduced from the path of political 
rectitude and republican consistency, by the duplicity and 
finesse of the dealers in human flesh ; if they think that we 
will be dragooned into measures against our own will, and 
contrary to our own reason and interest, they will find them- 
selves wretchedly mistaken ; they will find that the people of 
the north have spirits no ways inferior to their own. Citizens 
of the south ! I conjure you, as you value the peace and 
tranquillity of your country, as you value the privileges and 
the rights of the soil that ias given you birth, if you are not 
lost to every sense of feeling for your character and reputa- 
tion as men, I conjure, I entreat, I beseech you by the ex- 
piring honour of your country, by the sacred charter of 
humanity, which you once helped to seal with your blood, 
by every honourable and virtuous motive, and by the obvious 
dangers with which your political horizon is impregnated ; 
finally, by all that is sacred and divine, I conjure you to rally 
round the constitution, and be the first in resolving to transmit 
it to posterity as a sacred deposite, untarnished and unadul- 
terated. And remember that nothing but local relinquish, 
ments can consolidate public tranquillity. In your legislative 
dehberations, ever remember, that on the sordid, the narrow 
basis of monopoly you never can erect a temple to the liberty 
of your country. The broad basis of public justice is alone 
the foundatiion. 

If I see a man in power behave tyrannically to my fellow 
citizens, I must believe that he would behave in the same 
manner to myself, were I in his power, and that it is the 
fear, and not the love of God or man that restrains him from 
committing acts of hostility prejudicial to my interest, as 
well as that of my neighbour. Wherefore a man, though a 
rogue or a fool, must be diffident in trusting the professions 
of a slave dealing legislator. Do you conceive that the in- 
formation of the citizens of the north has been stationary, 
while that of all Europe, nay, of all the world, has been pro- 
gressive ? Let not those who wish to enrich themselves by 
the abuses of governments think that the world is blinded to 
their duplicity, and insensible of their knavery ; as well may 
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tfaey attempt to metamorphose the philosopher to an ignonu 
mus, or cause the patriot to unknow what he already knows. 
If you wish to effect a counter revolution in the minds of 
your injured fellow citizens, you must first cause them to un* 
learn what they learned in <* the times that tried men's souls ;*^ 
you must destroy their memories ; you must draw a mighty 
veil before their inteUectual eyes, to screen the tragical ead 
of slavery in the now republic of Hayti ; you must consign 
every copy of the Rights of Man, and every other patriotic 
work, disseminated over the face of the earth, to the flames ; 
you must destroy the liberty of the press, that glonous privi- 
lege of freemen ; you must finally destroy our post offices, 
and every conduit and vehicle of intelligence. Before you 
can fetter the understanding and blind the eyes of your fellow 
(Htizens, you must accomplish all these things and many 
more. They will not always patiently endure the imposi* 
tions of those who have been nursed in the lap of venality, 
who have been educated to ridicule the idea of the universality 
of that liberty which they exclusively appropriate to them* 
selves. . My dear fellow citizens of the south, I feel the most 
tender, the most social and sympathetic emotions arise in my 
breast, while I suggest these desuhory strictures, on which 
your present and future peace is ultimately suspended : there 
is not a particle of party rancour impregnates my mind ; not 
a inotion of personal acrimony accelerates my pen ; nor a 
drop of ungenerous blood flows through my veins while I am 
addressing you. The searcher of all hearts is my witness, 
that I rather feel commiseration for your infatuation, than 
detestation at the criminality of your measures. I well 
know that the punishment of tyranny runs exactly parallel 
with the magnitude of the cHmes, and the language of Deity 
to tyrants is, << Vengeance is mine, I will repay." 

" Such hypocritic foes their toils shall know, 
And every hand shall work its share of wo." 

Thus you now work, and thus I fear you will woris your own 
overthrow ; and in your Mi you will, Sampson like, remove the 
pillars of our constitutton, and precipitate the majestic fabric 
into one promiscuous heap of ruins. Like the patient who 
-abhors the appearance of the ph3r8ioian who points out bis 
disease, and preteribes the antidote, so will you, I &»** 

6 
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aUior mj candid remoostrances. But when your eyes are 
opened to see your real danger, you will, like the Athenians 
in the case of Socrates, repent the harshness of your cen. 
sures, and you will thank me, living or dead, for my candid 
and reasonable admonitions. But I pay no deference to th^ 
adulation or the animadversion of friends or foes* ~ The cot** 
soious sensibility that I have dope, or endeavoured to do my 
duty, will be more than paramount to the hosannaa of thou* 
sands, not only during my pilgrimage through this valjd of 
tears, but also when I anticipate the solemnities of a dying 
hour, and when myself and those whom I now address, will 
have to appear in the presence of an assembled world, and 
hear the mighty clangour of the angelic trump of God, like 
the shrill clap of thunder that re-echoes over the topmast of 
a sinking ship in a boisterous ocean t in that dread momenty 
when slaveholders and their slaves will be convened face to 
face, at the august, the magnificent, the tremendous tribunal 
of the architect of nature, I will feel the conscious sensibility 
and 8atisfa<<tion, that I gave the tyrant a timely wafj|^ng, 
which if he will not hekr, will enhance, not mitiga,te bis 
nighty guilt, and which the register of eternity, in unison 
wi^ his own, immortal knowledge, will amply testify. Tbea 
tKho will be able! to defend the cause of the cruel slave dealer^ 
when the Almighty, wha is so well acquainted with every 
pari of his unjust conduct, will be his plaintiff, his jud^e^ and 
his witness ? But I must cease giving even the outUues of 
the tragical sequel, and take another part of the subject. The 
thought still recurs, and my bii^east is rent with a conflict of 
emotion^ when I see the madness, the folly, and cruelty of 
Ikie southern legislatures. Sorrow for their depravity, sym* 
pithy for their infatuation, charity for their intellectus^ blind* 
ness, surprise at their unparalleled duplicity, astonishment at 
their efi^rontery, terrible apprehensions at their political hy- 
pocrisy. Fain would I stop here and paint no more the 
hateful pictuviQ, but I well know that the deceitful calm is 
nore fatal than the tremendous storm, the cunning pf the 
eerpent-more destructive than the fury of the lion. 

I, in the language of unbelief exclaim, it is surely impossi* 
Ue that the enlightened legislatures of the independent states 
ef America can declare in one breath, that *< all men are 
Insn free and equal," and the self same moment rivet the 
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fetters Qf slavery on the lacerated limbs of nearly two and a 
lialf millions of them. It is impossible that those legislatures 
can spend whole days deliberating on matters of the roost 
superftcial nature, or nodding over the case of the highway 
robber,' who they at last condemn to death for pilfering 
secretly, or forcing violently from his neighbour part of his 
property ; while they not only take part of the property of 
thousands of their fellow worms, but their lives and liberties 
in the bargain, with imptinity. 

They call to mind Plutarch's fable of the wolf and the 
riiepherds. << A wolf peeping into a hut where a company 
of ^epherds were regaling themselves with a joint of mut- 
ton ; ' Waugh !' said he, * what a clamour would these men 
have raised if they had catched roe at such a banquet.' " Thus 
the slaveholders of the south, while they condemn an in- 
dividual villain for defrauding his neighbour of a little paltry 
property, do not scruple to do the same themselves with an 
hundred fold magnitude. If the efiects of their hypocrisy 
and injustice were all we had to dread, it would not be quite 
so bad ; but the consequences resulting from their impolicy 
is what I shudder even to anticipate. . Methinks I see the 
sword, the terrible sword of retaliation suspended by a single 
hair over the nation. The Afiric-Americans, whose political 
information is as much superior to that of their brethren in 
the West Indies, as one is to a hundred, may yet meditate 
revenge, and in order to be able to asoeirtain the magnitode 
of that revenge, let us only ask our own hearts what resent* 
ment and fury would be boiling in our yeins if we were re* 
dueed to their degraded situation. 

Ah \ should that fatsl day come, (I shudder while I view 
it even at, a distance,) when the opportunity will be afforded 
them to scourge their oppressors and drive them back to Ae 
regions of confusion and despair, from whence they them- 
selves will emerge— r— 

TYRANTS ! behold the tragical^ the terrific scene, and re* 
linquish in time the impious work of hlood, in which you 
have so long imbrued your hands, and tremble at the desper- 
ation of your revolting staves. Repent, I conjure you* 
repent in sackcloth and ashes, lest you who have been by 
Uie divine munificence exalted to the pinnacle of civil liberty* 
■my be precipitated into the abyss of savage bondage. For 
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I fear the day of reckoning may be near at hand, lyhen you 
will be buried in the ruins of your own despotism. The 
execration of your fellow citizens, the fury of your vassals, 
the anger of your Creator, apd, I might add, the just indig- 
nation of all Europe, are combined against you. 

The paral]|le of the unjust judge and importunate widow 
will declare the anger of God ; indeed, to suppose that he 
did not espouse the poor African's cause, would be virtually 
calling him not only an unjust, ungenerous and partial being, 
but a hundred fold more unjust than even the unjust judge. 
I need not introduce any more theological arguments to prove 
the disapprobation of heaven, as this one is sufficiently con- 
clusive; and if this will not suffice to convince the slave- 
holder, that by oppressing his fellow worms he makes their 
Creator a dangerous enemy and an everlasting foe, he would 
not be convinced though one arose from the dead. But with 
respect to the indignation of the inhabitants of Europe, though 
the majority of them are despots, sycophants, and slaves, yet 
ihey can discriminate between right and wrong, between 
slavery and freedom ; and seeing such a contrast between 
your conduct and professions, they justly impeach you with 
being the most detestable hypocrites and the basest impostors. 
But the most compendious way to ascertain what they think 
and say of you, is to exchange conditions with them only for 
a moment, and think what you would say of them if they , 
acted the base, the barbarous part you have acted and still 
act. Thus, therefore, Europeans execrate you more than all 
the tyrants of the wf)rld besides, and they cannot help detest, 
ing you, especially when they recollect the acknowledgments 
you have made to the whole world of mankind, of your re- 
publican principles, and the motto of the state of Pennsyl- 
vasiia, and which should be applicable 4o your general go- 
vernment, " Virtue, Liberty, Independence." i repeat, when 
they hear your pompous professions, and see your' satanic 
oppressions, they cannot help looking down. upon you with, 
the oblique glance of contemptuous disgust, and well-deserved 
execration. 

The following sentence is from one of your orators, Jon- 
athan Mason^ « Let this sacred maxim receive the deepest 
impression on your minds, that if avarice, if luxury and poli- 
tical corruption are suffered to become popular among ii8» 



SlOIiS OF THE TIMES. 6S 

etTil diseord and the ruin of our country will be the speedy 
consequence of Irach fatal vices.'* 

Banish war by organizing a pacific republic, consisting tif 
a delegate from every nation, who will be the arbitrators to 
settle amicably the premature dtfllerences and misunderstand- 
ings of the difierent powers, and thereby totally preclude the 
necessity of hostile measures or cd lateral warfare, whose 
business will be likewise to break the fetters and proclaim die 
political jubilee to ail the heathen nations who may be ingulfed 
in the pit of systematical oppression, dug by the present laxv* 
nous nations of Christendom, or petty tyrants of the east. 

There is not, nor ever was there in the workl, a natioa 
Uessed with greater privtleges, and better political and theo* 
logical information than the Americans. But, alas ! what 
shall we, or, indeed, what can we say, in favour of our gratis 
tade and philanthropy, our national rectitude, justice, or 
morality, while there are at least two millions and a quarter 
of' our felk>w worms in the most ignoble and tormenting 
slavery, in the bowels of our country, though we, at the 
same time, profess to be the votaries of liberty. What uii» 
accountable hypocrisy! what unparalleled tyranny! what 
systematical duplicity, to which the most barbarous of the 
heathen nations were utter strangers. It is a stubborn fact, 
that the human family are getting more and more corrupted 
every generation, as it was previous to the flood, by which 
^ Antediluvian \^orld was destroyed. Thus the Jews w<sie 
better informed, and also more impious than the Babylonians. 
The Romans were still more cultivated in all the iine arts^ 
polite literature, and the most equitable jurisprudenee ; but 
still they accumulated more crimes, and, if possible, exceeded 
the Jews in wickedness and ingratitude. In the same maii- 
ner, t>ut, alas, with more lengthy strides, the Christians hav^ 
at least eighteen hundred years been adding wrong on wrongs 
iniquity to transgression, hypocrisy to the most unpafalleled 
villany, and what is worse than ah the rest, under the cIo«k 
of religion they have perpetrated the most unnatural, the moSt 
savage, the most diabolical, I should rather have saM, the 
most devilish crimes : nay, the devil himself would bkidh at 
liie recital of their enormous cruelty. If we at present cast 
^r inteHectaal eye9 airoutid us, we wiH at once recogMMy 

that the sufferings of the human fSunily itt gUnsMif m 

6* 
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well as their guilt, are much greater than they have .ever been 
since the creation of the world. In one word, the earth is 
filled with oppression and violence ; and could we see the 
inhumanity of man against man, and sigainst animals, as God 
sees it, we should be petrified with Horror, and swoon with 
astonishment and regret. Few crimes which were perpe- 
trated by the ancients, but what are refined upon by the 
, nations of modern times. 

I think and believe, that to sanction and support slavery in 
Texas, is a national crime that would have disgraced Sodom 
and Gomorrah. My mind is much affected by the case pf 
the injured Indians, and by the Texas mania r for sure I am, 
unless the friends of freedom strain every nerve, the tyrants 
of the south will gain their objects, as they have two or three 
times before. 

[Under the Mexican government slavery had been totally 
abolished in Texas, and elsewhere. The Texian rebels 
could have effected nothing but for the assistance of the 
southern istates, (backed by northern doughfaces,) who have 
as fully waged thef treasonable, piratical war they excited, 
as if it had been by them formally declared. The number 
of principled men in Texas is too small to redeem the couo- 
try and their cause from the fathomless abyss of misery, 
degradation, and infamy into which this unprecedented estab- 
lishment and perpetuation of slavery must inevitably plunge 
them, as well as the United States. The slave mongers, 
slave politicians, slave presses, and slave senators^ have 
foisted the recognition of the independence of that slave 
region, and are urging its incorporation into the United 
States as rapidly as possible^ The monstrous outrage against 
the laws of nature and of nations; unsurpassed by the blackest 
page of history, is fast pending to its fatal consummation.] 

Mr. Pratt's pathetic and philanthropic remarks on the 
wrongs of the injured African, entitled ^ Humanity, or the 
Rights of Nature," I highly appreciate ; they remind me of 
those I wrote to the Hon. William Wilberforce, London, 
between forty and G&y years ago, and which I have not 
mentioned in any of my writings. 

I have read James Williams's narrative With deep interest, 
and believe every word of it* He saw much, but I think 
not half so much as myself. 
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NOTES TO "AVENIA. 



Reflectixo od the recent extenaicmof slaveiy, and revival 
of the slave trade in Texas, sanctioned by the American 
lepublicy and a^ the same titne taking a retrospective view 
of the revoIat!0£iary war and its concomitant circumstances, 
struck dumb wijth astonishment, I strive, but strive in vain, 
to collect and arrange my thoughts, like a man who expe* 
riences sensations to which language is not equal, whose 
conceptions are too larg^ to be delivered. While in the 
stru^le of expression, his eyes, his hands, and every nerve, 
strive for utterance, and he looks about for help to show his 
thoughts. When we see the despots of the old wodd spread- 
ing desolation and misery among, their felbw men, we are 
not surprised, as their conduct corresponds with their princi. 
pies: but when we survey the fathers as professed votaries 
of liberty and equality, who took up the sword of virtuous 
defence, and bravely put themselves between tyranny and 
freedom, between villany and virtue, at a former period ; 
and their sons now become the butchers of their brethren, 
the destroyers of liberty and the rights of man, and the pro- 
moters* and snpporterS; of legal barbarity, we are ashamed 
and confounded ! and what enhances our shame, is the con- 
si<Jeration that liberty, disrobed and an tears, has been 
.banished from every nation but America ; and here she has 
.received a deadly wound. Exclusive of the wickedness and 
.deleterious consequences resulting from the extension of 
.slavery by the republicans of Anderica, it is an outrage on 
civil society, as welt as an insuU to the citizens of each ia- 



/( 



68 OPPRESSION OF THE HUMAN SPECIES^ 

dividual free state* It is, in short, calling ourselves afl 
h3rpocritical tyrants : for no man, in company with his neigh-* 
hour, will act the robber, unless he conceives him. inclined to 
be one ; and no man will attempt to seduce a woman, unless 
he supposes she is of easy virtue, and the attempt is virtually 
calling her a harlot. The eyes of all the crowned heads in 
Europe and the world are upon our young republic, to see 
if our actions correspond with our pretensions ; they kre 
watching an opportunity to gain some evidence against us, 
thnt may serve to render our professions suspected, and our 
republicanism a farce* While their oppressed vassals, eager 
to shake off their galling chains, look to us with anxious 
solicitude, in hopes that we may prove to the world that 
there is a reality in republicanism, and that the sons of men 
are capable of enjoying liberty. 

Can any thing sink the character of a nation lower than 
inconsistency? Should not the American government be a 
lesson to the oppressor and a pattern to the oppressed? Why, 
then, is infernal avarice permitted to tarnish the virtnooi 
fame of the patriotic heroes who ^* died iti the cause of 
liberty in arms f ' It is the nature of compassion to reileet 
on the wretchedness of the oppressed ; and it is natural for 
a true'republican to abhor slavery, into whatever form it mmy 
be assimilated, or whatever niame it may assume. When I 
survey in sympathetic thought the miseries of the hiimaa 
family, in what are called civilised and christianized cotin- 
tries, and all throngh the instrumentality of political and 
ecclesiastical hypocrites, my soul recoils with indignattooy 
and my very heart weeps blood. 

Without noticing the . despot's aspersttons, or the critic'fl 
animadversions, I wilt vindicate inferred innocence, and ad^i 
vocate the rights of man* lliat God has punished the> na* 
tions of antiquity ^for tyranny, is an incontrovertible fact ; 
that he will punish the Christikn nations for their- barbarity 
is beyond a doubt— -to suppose he will not do it, is sufppomi^ 
him more unjust than the unjust judge, 

I ask in behalf of the oppressed sons of men, can ^avery, 
as consolidated in America, be consistent with heathenish 
honesty, much less Christian rectitade? Can it be eompa- 
ftble with republicanism or philanthropy ? It is itiipossiUe* 
No man, who' wiH for one nonient rafleet oo fight and 
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wrong, can avoid seeing the complicated barbarity of the 
slave trade, and it is my firm belief, that the persons engaged 
in it, either personally or indirectly, living and dying in that 
state, cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. A man may 
commit murder yet live, repent, and be saved; -but if he dies 
in the very act, it is blasphemy against the purity of heaven 
to suppose he can be admitted there* Slave holders and 
slate dealers are not only literally murderers, but barbarous 
robbers too. Much might be said to show the injustice and 
iniquity of this deleterious commerce ; but it would be de* 
grading my readers to idiots, to suppose they did not see it 
themselves ; and it would be degrading republicanism, much 
more religion, to bring them forward to prove the iniquity, 
inconsistency^ and impoUcy of slavery, especially in a repub- 
lic ; for here it is to the body politic what a galloping con* 
sumption is to an individuaL 

Finally, we must shut our eyes against reason, and basely 
insult our understandings, not to see its turpitude and fatal ten. 
dencies. In order that the most virulent advocate for slavery 
may be convinced, let him put himself and family in the con- 
•dition of the slave, and then vindicate the principles if he 
can. But passing by all that might be said on this topic in 
« theological point of view, we ' will briedy consider the im- 
policy of davery in a f^litical view. It might easily be 
demonstrated, that permitting slavery in the republics of an- 
tiquity, was the primary cause of their downfall ; and what- 
diey were, the southern states of America now are. 

With what painful sensations must the philanthropist re- 
flect on the present as- well as the antecedent state of society 
in almost every part of our terraqueous globe. Indeed, 
whether we contemplate the state of civilized or , savage 
naitions — where literature flourishes, or wher^ ignorance pre- 
vails — the civilian in his nmnsion, or the cannibal in his hut 
r— we see violence and oppression prevail, and we must im- 
pressively feel emotions of indignation and pity. The more 
circumspective our view, the more painful are our observa- 
tions ; and, alas! th^ mind is not elevated, but more deeply 
wounded, by reflecting on those legislators, who profess to 
be the friend» of liberty. The mind in traversing the earth, 
beholds millions of wretched objects, the fruits of legal bar- 
bmty ; then looks to the despot on his throne, the republican 
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in his presidential chair, the philosopher in his closet, tlie 
minister in his pulpit, and calls for justice, for pity, for ccmh. 
miseration — ^but calls, alas ! in yain* Who can, witnbut teai\d 
of compassion, view this theatre, whose exhibitions^ are most 
distressing, and whose inhabitants still encourage scenes at 
which humanity shudders, virtue mourns, indignation frowns, 
tiMMiberty melts to tears! 

I would ask the votaries of oppression what is civil govern- 
m^t ? It is not arbitrary power. It is not, or should not 
be, a contrast between miserable huts and splendid palacesi 
between penury and pomp, extravagance and indigence. It 
is not instituted to rob the poor man of his liberty, as well as 
his mite ; increase the miseries of the miserable^; exalt ode 
part of society above the state of man, and degrade the other 
below the state of brutes. Civil government is no other than 
a national association, whose object is the happiness and se* 
enrity of every individ'ual member of a state without par- 
tiality, and to administer ji^stice without ' respect to persons^ 
and at the least possible expense to the nation. Every indi- 
vidual in a republic, is a propnetor in government ; as he has 
deposited his right in the common stock of society, he draws 
on the capital as a matter of right, and government should 
guaranty the rights and privileges of each citizen individu- 
ally as well as all collectively. ^ slavery consistent with such 
a government ? It is impossible. The fact fe, tsjavery is aa 
indelible disgrace to the American constitution, as w^ll as an 
eternal reproach to the whole loration. The more we extend 
our views, the more we investigate the principles of our go- 
vernment, so much the more cause we have to blush for the 
honogr of human nature ; jmd it is owing to our familiarity 
with scenes derogatory to every just, honest, and virtueus 
principle, that we do not shudder, and invincibly protest 
against the legislative procedure of our fellow-citizens. The 
Israelkes protested against and punished the tribe of Benjamin 
for their cruelty to the Lante's concubine ; but AmericaDS 
see with indifference their fellow-citizens enslave, violate, 
and murder millions of their fellow creatures with impunity, 
and with their concurrence. I do not by any means wish to 
give oflence, but I must affirm, that there are a set of men in 
the United States who, if allowed to put their principles in 
fvactice, will give the death bbw to libertyy who has boen 
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aivesdy chased xoasd the globe, cashiered W^ her enemiea, 
and wounded m the home of her friends. The characteis 
mlladed to may be iacluded in the following description :— • 
Avaricious men, who are not to be trusted ; bigoted meoi 
who cannot see; prejudiced men, who will not see; cruel, 
ambitious, interested men, who would wade through seas of 
the blood of their fellow men, to exalt themselves, and gratify 
their vanity and pride ; and this last class, let dieir profes* 
ooDs, pretensions, or names be what they may, will be the 
'cause of more calamities to our, young republic than all the 
other thred. Aristocracy, or the representation of >any other 
kind of property, is disclaimed by the slav^olders of America^ 
and so is the European law of primogeniture, which unjuitiy 
and ungenerously disinherits all the children of a noUemaOf 
except the oldest son; one is exalted, and the rest are de*^ 
based. This in&mous law, and many others equally oppres- 
sive, are exhibited to popiilar animadversion and contempt 
by them^ and yet this is only in minority what American 
^very is in maturity. It. was by allotting to particular men 
said femilies extraordinary power and ^mvileges, that former 
republics were bereaved of their liberties, and precipitated 
into a terrible abyss of despotism, wsetchedness, and diegi^ 
dfftioa. It is a well attested fact, that in any country wheiv 
interested men a^ exalted, corrupti<m naturally engendoni 
Mound them. It is inhuman, it is diabolically wicked, fag 
any government or nation to suffer thousands of human beings 
to be consigned to unutteiaUe wretchedness, to support an 
individual villain, or a family of them, in their idleness, 
hixiHy, and disnpation ; and yet this is the case in America, 
the country which, above all others, lAould discountenance 
oppression and despotism ; to demonstrate which, a number 
of cogent reasons might be adduced ; but as our limits will 
not admit us to enlarge, we will let a few suffice. 

In the first place, domestic^ slavery has a natural tendency 
to be metamorphosed to national#ristocracy, it being morally 
impossible to keep elections pure^ where one part of society 
ase exalted to demi^^ods^ and the other part degraded to 
beggars ; (I am here'^alluding to the poor white people in the 
aaothero states;^ fer where one citizen, who by fraud ot 
feiee, has gained the sovereignty over a thousand slaves, and 
wnds bis in^iial ooomiaiids over as many acres of laad, 
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fifty must necessarily be .in low circumstances; the consc 
quence of which is, one part of the^citizeos are furnished 
with the means of Corruption, and the other part are put in a 
condition that they cannot avoid being corrupted. Any.peraaa 
who has studied human nature, may easily see' the validity 
of this remark. . ^ 

Secondly— ^rhere are no characters on our globe more 
naturally unfit to be legislators .for <a republic than slave* 
holders ; because their ideas of distributive justice are cor- 
rupted in the very source. Their juvenile employment isi to 
trample on the rights of their fellow men, and look with con* 
tempt on their poor neighbours, for, in fact, they are taught 
and educated so to do. I would a^, with what ideas oi 
justice can such persons enter a house of legislation, or take 
the reins of government in their hands, who rob their Afrtcaa 
brethren of their liberties and lives, because, forsooth, they 
are black, and despise their virtuous fellow-citizens, because 
th^ are poor. Can a government cohsisting of such cha*> 
racters long continue free ? It is utterly impossible. Such 
governments may, in point of theory, exhibit the appearance 
of Uberty and equality, while the persons who were actOTS 
in, and witnesses' of the revolution, live ; but when they die 
even the aj^^^rance of liberty must die toUk them, if mail* 
kind continue to be as degenerate as they are at present 
While Joshua lived, the Israelites served the Lord ; but when 
he died, they soon degenerated. 

Thirdly — ^The idea of a slaveholder being a good legidator 
or governor, is as inconsistent as to suppose a wolf would be 
a good shepherd, and defend, not devoor, the sheep; or a fi|z 
would protect, not destroy, the poultry. 

Fourthly — It is continuing the uncivilized pHnCiple well 
known in EUirope, of governments becoming the property, by 
hereditary right, of individual despots or families of them* 
Though* this sentiment is expl6ded by Ameficans, it is cer- 
tain that the base idea of man having a property in man, and 
governing him by personal right, is not confined to Europe. 
There it embraces white men, here only coloured men ; but 
public opinion only controls the sentimental despot in' the 
present generation, while the concomitant circumstances of 
the revolution are fresh in our minds, in the next generation 
that must naturally wear. away; then despotism, which is 
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aow confined to the poor blacks, the poor whites must par- 
ticipate. This will as naturally be the case, as that a Uttte 
leaven will leaven the whole lump. 

Fifthly — ^The encouragement 6£ slavery in the southern 
states, by inculcating the idea that useful laLour is degrading, 
is of infinite injury to the poor white people in the northern 
states. 

Sixthly — ^It is a stubborn fact, that slavery has a tendency 
to degenerate even the patriotic, as well as the despotic, ** as 
strong temptations with the best prevail." That supremacy 
in an individual, a family, or a state, is a fwerunner of the 
annihilation of a republic, is as plain to n^ as a ray of light, 
and must be so to every one who will not wilfiilly shut his 
eyes. I here studiously forego discussing this subject in a 
religious way, though most congenial to my sentiments, and 
agreeable to my taste. None can say that these arguments 
are the ofispring of fanaticism or enthusiastic vision. They 
are a few disinterested political reasons, collected as it were 
to a focus, where thousands might be adduced, to demonstrate 
the deleterious tendencies of nourishing slavery in a republic 
Here, however, I would transcribe one paragraph from my 
' Address to the Inhabitants of Christendom," page 172.— 
** Tidese are serious considerations, whatever oppressors or 
their abetters, persons judicially infatuated, may think ; there 
is a minute account of all their barbarities in the records of 
eternity. And wo to all tyrants, despots, and oppressors, 
when the accounts are settled : or to use the language of 
scripture, when they are weighed in the balance, for they 
doubtless will be found wanting. The most populous and 
fiunous nations of antiquity have been called to a reckoning ; 
and the most haughty kingdoms have sunk to ruin, when the 
balance was struck. Were unenlightened nations punished, 
and punished with severity ; and can the enlightened escape 
With impunity ? Such a supposition the justice of the Almighty 
forbids, as blasphemy against the rectitude of heaven. It is 
not the benediction of a prelate, the eloquent speech of a po- 
tentate, or the proclamation of a prime minister, that will 
repay the blood of India, requite the wretchedness of Africa, 
or appease the anger of heaven'— serious, soumn consids- 

BA.TIONS." 

This paragraph appfies to American as well as European 

7 
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despots, for the Antediluvian law, whoso sheddeth man^s bloody 
by man sJudl his blood be shed^ is now as much as ever im 
full force. 

<<The qualified voters of a state possess, on account of 
their slaves, the right of choosing a greater number of repre- 
sentatives, in proportion to the free citizens, than is enjoyed 
by the citizen of a state, who, from honourable and virtuous 
motives, refuses to participate in the barbarous oppression 
and slavery of their fellow creatures ; so that 20,000 pro- 
prietors of 50,000 slaves, have a voice in the elections equi- 
valent to that of 50,000 free persons who are destitute of 
this species of property." 

If the citizens of the northern states do not wish to leave 
their children a prey to anarchy, intrigue, and intestine com- 
motion, they should by all means endeavour to correct this 
glaring inequality, which undoubtedly is pregnant with inevi* 
table consequences both to the federal union and civil liberty ; 
for they are as much better qualified to correct this defect at 
present, than their progeny can possibly be hereafter, as one 
compared to one hundred ; even now, a general view of lite 
|>opulation of the union— the relative situation of certain 
states with each other, and the predominant policy of ce^. 
tain southern states will demonstrate, that the representative 
principle, as established by the constitution, has given to the 
southern states a preponderating influence in our national 
affairs. That this influence will be improved to the total 
ruin, as it is now improved to the injury of the northern 
states, is as plain to me as the alphabet. That this will be 
the case, without a speedy remedy, is already ascertained 
from the history of the world in general, and the Jews in par- 
ticular. As this barbarous principle, which allows slave- 
holders more power and privileges according as they precipi- 
tate more of the human family into inexpressible misery, was 
assented to by the northern delegates with reluctance, and 
' on account of local circumstances, it is certain it should be 
no longer binding, than while other states should adhere to 
(he principles of liberty and equality on which the general 
government is erected, and which should countervail this un- 
generous inequality. Then since we find that the operation 
of this principle has ahready become so injurious to the 
■orthem states^ that by its means their influence is literally 
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annihilated ; that they are at this moment the mere cdoniet 
of the south, who, notwithstanding, are very naturally still 
&rther preparing the means of perpetuating their ascendency 
(or, if you please, supremacy!) by procuring innovationi 
favourable to her own views. 

Since the importation of slaves has been prohibited by the 
laws of all the states, the prohibition, though very often 
eluded, has no doubt operated as a partial check. But now, 
new avenues from Spanish America are opened to this de* 
structive traffic, by the recognition of Texas, as they were 
before by the acquisition of Louistaaa and through South 
Carolina, and to the eternal disgrace of our body politic, the 
slave trade between distant states is renewed and facilitated 
to a most deplorable extent; myriads of unhappy men, 
women, and children, victims to legal barbarity, are period** 
ically transported through the American republic, who, though 
destitute of right themselves, and reduced to a level with 
the brute creation, yet they confer upon their purchasers the 
paramount rights of suffrage and of sovereignty, and every 
five of whom, upon any difference of policy or division of 
votes between the south and the north, may be considered as 
effectively balancing the votes of two freemen in the north. 
Another radical evil, however, of peculiar magnitude, I must 
notice. Candour forbids me to think, much less assert, that 
the principal characters of the State of Virginia and the 
south, men of profound erudition, or the mass of their citizen^ 
plot the introduction of anarchy and innovation* Their souls 
would, I trust, recoil with horror at the idea of intestine com- 
motion, instead of anticipating a crisis which would inevi- 
tably prove futal to themselves if not to their opponents ; but 
whoever will reflect upon the depravity of human nature for 
a moment, will see the danger of intrusting even the best of 
men with power. What is the reason that millions of the 
human family despise the paramount blessings of vital reli* 
gion and civil hberty ? The reason is, that the professors 
of both, while kept in a state of mediocrity, are more sincere ; 
but when exalted, forget themselves, disgrace the best of 
causes, and prove hypocrites and demagogues. I have seen 
or heard of but four men whose love of liberty was superior 
to their love of power and popularity: namely, Washing- 
ton, Mr. Jefferson, La Fayette, and J. Q. Adams. I have not 
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known an individual in my life, and Mr. Wesley affirms tbat 
in sixty years he did not know six religious persons that 
were exalted temporally, but degenerated spiritually, and 
though they retained the shell, lost the kernel of religion. 
Those who consider the nature of pride and the treachery of 
the human heart, will not be surprised at this recital. Hence 
I believe, one exalted state may excite a tempest that all the 
states can never allay. 

But it should be remembered, that each state has ttoo votes 
in the Senate of the United States ; that the catalogue of new 
states has been extendeff^by the policy of the south, and that 
their local situation gives them an unlimited control over the 
inmiense southwestern territory, which will be divided into 
states at their pleasure, and will realize towards her, from the 
time of their birth, the affections and prejudices of children of 
the same parent. The country purchased for 15,000,000 
dollars, (Louisiana,) of an immeasurable extent, has facili- 
tated the augmentation of the number of states, that are Ene- 
mies to the rights of man. The official communication of 
our minister in France then was ; " That it can be cultivated 
by slaves only." We are also informed, that a portion of 
this newly acquired world is further from us than some of 
this West India Islands, and that some parts are more distant 
than Europe ; that the fertility and natural advantages of the 
territory already explored invite a rapid population. The 
settlements already organized, are said to contain a motley 
race of all nations and tongues, and will afibrd a secure 
asylum for hordes of fugitives and vagabonds, whose emigre, 
lion will tend to consolidate slavery, and whose business it 
will be to drive slaves ; and when assimilated to American 
citizens, what will they or rather what will they not accom- 
plish ? Thus will the Virginian or southern policy intrench 
itself behind the most formidable ramparts. States will be 
multiplied at her pleasure, with as much expedition as town- 
ships are incorporated in the northern states and stocked with 
voters more easily than the rational votaries of liberty can 
stock their farms with cattle. Does it not incontestibly re* 
suit, that these circumstances have an unavoidable tendency 
to deprive the northern states of all interest and consideration 
in the national government, and so accelerate the annihilation 
of the federal union, the palladium of our constitution. Every 
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person not blinded by interest or prejudice must see, tliat 
w^hout indefatigable exertions, tbe citizens of the northern 
states will be ingulfed in a vortex of politics and inteiests 
alien to their own, and that the voices of their representatives 
will be drowned amidst the jargon of cow.^in delegates, 
chosen by negro drivers and African slave traders. I ask 
once more, in the name of common sense, when some 
1,500,000 slaves more are imported and transported to cul- 
tivate the Louisiana and Texas regions, which are every 
week rapidly being stocked, what will become of the interasts, 
the unalienable rights and natural privileges of the northen 
states? Where shall we find the liberty and independence 

for which the patriots of '76 fought and bled for whieh 

the revolution was begun and achieved ? Or, where shall we 
find the federal equality which it was the object of the pre- 
sent constitution to guaranty ? Behold the French Republic 
and the democracies of antiquity, and we need not be at a 
loss for an answer. Some of them, who depended on their 
Qwn intrinsic force, have fallen a prey to factious demagogues 
imd anarchy. Some who had confederated for mutual de- 
fence have been rent asunder, owing to the ambition of the 
great to t3nrannize over the less ; and what accelerated their 
downfall was the Mind confidence which they had in their 
flatterers. All these republics have flitted away, and like 
blood-stained spectres, pursued by an angry demon, or like 
thoughtless children, deceived by the fraudful kidnapper Co 
their ruin, and have been precipitated together into one horrid 
abyss of despotism. • • • .lliis, no doubt, must, in the natove 
of things, be the fate of America, unless we i^un the rocks 
on which they split, even admitting that there is no God to 
redress the grievances of the oppressed here, or justice Co 
punidi the cruel oppressor hereafter. 

From the arguments already adduced it will appear evident 
to every person, not contaminated by local prejudice, (and 
the angel Gabriel himself could not convince such,) that there 
never was a time when it was more necessary for the frieilAi 
of liberty to watch congressional intrigues more circumspectly 
than the present, and to distinguish the politics of individual 
states from the politics of the nation. It is the leve I bear 
my fellow creatures, the desire I feel for their happiness, and 
the solicitude I imperiously anticipate for the honour of huouul 

7* 
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nature, that stimulates me to think and write on politics, for 
I have, naturally, no inclination to discuss such topics*^ I 
have preferred poverty with virtue, to affluence with villany, 
and do uniformly avmd all parties and party connexions, 
either in church or state, and finally I seek a peaceful asylum 
in the shades of obscurity. 

The degeneracy of France and the hypocrisy of her tyrant. 
Napoleon, has entirely changed matters in Europe, and given 
civil liberty a mortal wound. All the despots of the world 
combined against her, and nothing but a reciprocal union 
could have given sufficient security against their intrigues. 
What a pity it is, that the nations of Christendom are not as 
anxious to exterminate this greatest of all judgments, san* 
guinary warfare, from the world, as they are to promote it ! 
How easily might this be done, if governments were of a 
pacific turn ; but, alas \ the contrary is the case — stubborn 
facts prove it so to be. What impoverishes thousand of families 
and makes millions of wretched orphans? PTar, bloody war. 
What a glorious reformation it would be, if a general con. 
gress, or pacific republic was organized by all nations, for 
the purpose of precluding the necessity of war, by accommo- 
dating all disputes, amicably, which might arise between 
nation and nation. How easy might a court of arbitration 
thus formed, by a delegate from each civilized nation, settle 
every foolish misunderstanding which too frequently is the 
cause of the loss of thousands of useful lives and millions of 
treasure, ^uch a jrian would reduce taxation in some nations, 
at least 100 per cent, less than it is at present. 

As the American government is the only free one in the 
world, like a city placed on a hill, she should show a pattern 
of political rectHude and pacific moderation to a world of des- 
pots and slaves. No nation can boast so fair an origin. The 
proudest government in the old world originated from indivi. 
dual ruffians and murderers, or united bands of them. But 
the first settlement of the Northern States was with honourable 
patriots. We should not, therefore, disgrace our origin by 
our imbecfllity or hypocrisy. The eminence on which our 
lepuUic stands — the vast prospect before us — the eager eyes 
0f millions of enli^tened slaves in Europe placed upon us, 
who long to shake off their manacles and be finee,— the mil« 
lienB of families plunged in unutteraUe misery and distress in 
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£urope, to maintain despots in their extraTagance and exalt 
their flatterers— all these circumstances, and many more 
that the philanthropic heart will exhibit to view, must conspire 
to impress every patriotic American with tender emotions, 
and must excite their commiseration as well as contempIatioOy 
to see it in our power to teach mankind to be happy ; to 
show them by example as well as precept, that they may be 
so, if they wiUy should command our re/lection and gratitude. 
All mankind saw the heroes of America triumph over adver- 
sity, and may all nations see her equally virtuous in pros- 
perity. National reputation possesses a charm which com* 
mands the respect and veneration of both friends and foes. 
The circumstances attending the American revolution have 
contributed more to enlighten mankind and diffuse a spirit of 
freedom and liberality through all nations, than any political 
event antecedent or subsequent to it. May heaven forbid 
then, that a single hlot from any quarter whatever, should 
ever tarnish such a glorious <;ause ; may it ever be beyond 
the power of calumny to throw the least reflection on our 
honour as a nation. Character is much easier kept than re- 
-covered ; and that enemy, foreign or domestic, individual or 
state, who lends, unseen,- his hand to injure it, inflicts a wound 
he never can heal ; he takes a jewel which never can enrich 
him, but makes the loser poor indeed. As United States we 
may conquer a world of enemies. As individual states, we 
may become an easy prey to our foe. It is our interest and 
should be our pride to be recognised by no other name than 
citizens of America, and our grand object should be, to guard 
with jealous care the federal union, that great palladium of 
our honour, liberty and safety ; its intrinsic value and sovereign 
utility can never be duly appreciated, unless we should . un- 
happily forego this political blessing and be cursed with the 
loss of it. — ^The most eflectual way to defend it is, by indivi- 
dual states yielding up local privileges, which are in the nature 
of things injurious to the whole nation. The states are like 
men in society ; something must always be yielded up, in 
order to make the whole secure ; for local relinquishments 
consolidate public happiness. 

In order to conciUate the affections and unite the interests 
of the citizens, not of the individual states, but the United 
Statesi (the title whtch keeps, and which alone can keep the 
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world, and particularly the world of enemies in awe) and final- 
ly draw and keep the mind of the country together, the 
diabolical principle, which confers such a super-abundance 
of the paramount rights of sufirage and sovereignty upon a 
part of the citizens, accordingly as they enslave and murder 
their fellow men, to the great injury of the virtuous and hon- 
ourable part of society — ^this infernal practice (which I again 
delineate in order to expose it) must be abolished, or the union 
must be dissolved, that is, if the spivit of *76 is not completely 
oMiterated from the breasts of the citizens of the north ; for 
it is not only an insult to common sense, but degrading them 
to cowards, to suppose, that they will tamely see their sacred 
unalienable rights infringed by importations from Guinea* 

Twelve amendments have been made to the constitution. 
Why not amend the principle alluded to ? The constitution 
has provided ways and means to amend its own defects. 
Why not embrace this constitutional privilege, and eradicate 
this shameful inequality 1 Is it not more eligible to accom* 
modate any misunderstanding that may exist between the 
different states, in this way, than to do it by the force of 
arms? Surely this would produce anarchy and intestine 
conomotion ; and who, in such an event, will be the greatest 
sufferers ? I answer, and I shudder while I answer, Op- 
pressors! For how could they stand with injured innocence 
behind them, alias, their infuriated slaves ; and virtuous pa- 
triotism before them, alias, their insulted fellow citizens t 
who, perhaps, in order to transmit to their children and 
their children's children that unadulterated freedom and ra- 
tional liberty for which they fought and bled, are necessita- 
ted to wear the sword of virtuous defence, and prove true ta 
themselves, their children, and all mankind, by transmitting, 
with every mark of honourable conveyance, the inheritance 
they established for posterity. 

These simplified considerations merit the candid attention 
of all who are really friends to civil liberty and our incom- 
parable constitution, and to the interest and tranquillity of 
the country at large. At any rate, no injury can arise from 
an attempt to preclude the introduction of anarchy, 4n pre- 
serving a balance of power among the states founded on 
justice. No individual, family, or state should have a pre- 
ponderating influence in government, as it is the property of 
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tke nation, to whom it is responsible, by whom it is suppcwt* 
ed, and whose interests it is bound to secure. It is not, nor, 
indeed, in the nature of things can be, the property of an in- 
dividual family or state ; and though in some countries it 
has been usurped into an inheritance, yet this cannot alter 
the nature of things ; make wrong right, and right wrong. 
As sovereignty belongs exclusively to the nation, it is cer- 
tain the community has an inherent, indefeisible right to 
abolish any political principle ; nay, even the government 
itself, whenever they find it is unjust, and alter or reorgan- 
ise it, so as to accord with their interests and happiness, mo- 
dified by local circumstances. 

In a free government, when public faith and virtue droop, 
the republic begins to nod to its fall, and without a speedy 
reformation will inevitably crumble into ruins. According 
to my political creed, a virtuous individual is in miniaturoi 
what a government of them is in magnitude. The best in- 
dividual who forsakes the paths of rectitude and virtue, and 
plunges into wickedness, accelerates his own ruin, and his 
antecedent comforts foregoes ; and thus the best govern- 
ments on earth, that wilfully forsake the paths of political 
rectitude, who wink at villany and patronise firaud, either 
virtually or literally, undermine the foundation on which 
they are erected, and facilitate their certain downfall. The 
premature fate of the governments of antiquity will prove the 
validity of this assertion to a demonstration, and we might 
include several in modem times. St. Domingo and Jamaica 
should be a sufficient warning to the tyrants of America, to 
desist speedily from a commerce pregnant with the seeds of 
inevitable destruction, and they should never forget the old 
proverb, namdy, "that opportunity lost can never be re- 
called." 

I will add a short note on the African country and char- 
acter, and the slave trade. 

It is unanimously allowed by travellers, that Africa is as 
fertile as any other part of the world, producing abundance 
of rice and roots. Indigo and cotton thrive there without 
cultivation. The lakes are stored with fish — the fields with 
flocks and birds, and even the woods abound with spontane- 
ous fruits. For my own part, I will be bold to affirm, that it 
is the most beautiful and luxuriant country I ever beheld ; 
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although I have visited several kingdoms in Europe, islands 
in the West Indies, as well as South America. That part of 
Africa alluded to, called Guinea, from whence the slaves 
are brought, extends along the coast 4000 miles, from the 
river Senegal to Cape Sierra Leone ; thence it runs east- 
ward 1500 miles, including the grain, ivory, gold, and slave 
coasts, with the kingdoms of Benin, Congo, Angola, and 
many others. 

The inhabitants of Congo are eminently civil, courteous, 
and very hospitable to strangers. They believe in one God, 
the Author of all things ; they conceive him to be a munifi. 
cent being, and that he requires his creatures to be such. 
They appear, likewise, to have a confused apprehension of a 
future state. Such is their generosity, that a beggar is not 
to be seen in the kingdom. Thefl is punished by confisca- 
tion, but adultery with death ; and the delinquents' bodies 
are cast to the birds and beasts of prey to be devoured^ 
which is considered as a great disgrace and punishment* 
They discover a good understanding ; are remarkable for 
the respect children pay to their parents, wives to their bus- 
bands, 6^. Finally, they are the most philanthropic people 
I ever was dknong ; which I had an opportunity to prove 
while travelling alone in their woods at a pai licular period, 
depending upon their bounty for my support, and being fully 
in their power. I have found them, I solemnly declare, more 
hospitable than many professors of religion in Europe or 
America. 

It was about the year 1551 that the English commenced 
their trade to Guinea. Some time afler this, Sir John Haw* 
kins equipped a little fleet to trade for slaves. He landed a 
number of men, armed with swords and lances — ^lances be- 
ing at that time generally used in Europe as well as Africa— 
to take the inhabitants by force and bum their town ; but 
they met with such resistance, that they lost nearly as many 
of their own men as they took slaves. Finding this method 
too dangerous, they contrived a more compendious way, by 
.prevailing on the natives to make war on each other, and 
sell them their prisoners for trinkets, rum, warlike appa- 
ratui^ &c. Till this period, the natives seldom had any 
wars ; whereas now they are continually enveloped in aU 
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the horrors of sanguinary warfiure, instigated by European 
speculators. 

Complicated and extensive are the miseries attending cm 
the slave trade. The tragical scenes that I have myself 
witnessed are almost incredible. Then what imagination 
can conceive, what tongue can express, or what pen can 
paint, the dreadful scenes recognised by the all-seeing eyes 
of an omniscient deity ? There is nothing more frequent on 
the African coast than the sacking of towns and the wanton 
destruction of thousands of human beings. The war is gea« 
erally commenced in order to procure slaves for the Euro- 
peans. When the enslaving party is opposed with vigour, if 
they prove in the end victorious, their thirst for revenge is 
paramount to their avarice. Hence there is nothing more 
common in the conclusion of these sanguinary conflicts, than 
for every individual of the vanquished to be put to the most 
cruel death. To demonstrate this assertion, many lamenta» 
hie instances might be adduced ; but for the sake of brevity 
we will let one suffice, which is taken verbcaim from an 
original manuscript journal belonging to the surgeon of a 
Guinea-man. 

^ SestrOy Dec. 29, 1724. No trade to-day, although many 
traders came on board. They informed us that the people 
are gone to war inland, and will bring prisoners enough in 
two or three days, in hopes of which we stay. The 30th.— 
No trade yet ; but our traders came on board to-day, and 
informed us that the people had burnt four towns ; so that 
to-morrow we expect slaves off. The 31st, fair weather, bat 
no trading yet We see each night towns burning, but we 
hear many of the Sestro men are killed by the inland ne- 
groes — so that we fear this war will be unsuccessful. Jan- 
uary 2d. — ^Last night we saw a prodigious fire break out 
about eleven o'clock, and this morning perceived the town 
of Sestro reduced to ashes. It contained some hundred 
houses. So that we find their enemies arc too hard for them 
at present, and consequently our trade spoiled here ; there^ 
fore, about 7 o'clock we weighed anchor and proceeded 
lower down." This is the way the Christians show their 
infi>niiation and the excellence of their religion to the hea- 
thens. This is the way they invite them to become pros»> 
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lytes to their teaets ; — to gratify their pride, lust, revenge, 
and avarice, in this maDner hundreds and thousands of 
wretched mortals are brutally massacred* Ye crimson 
pkuns ! never, oh, never cover their blood ! and ye briny 
seas, hide not the thousands of their lacerated bodies wbicJi 
you have received in your bosom, but expose them, and 
with them their murderers' guilt, to the world. 



PATRIOTIC PROPOSITION. 



These are many spirits of partyism I deplore and depre- 
cate, but none so much as the bitter one existing between 
the Slaveites and Anti-slaveites. I saw it in embryo thirty 
years ago, in infancy twenty years ago, and progressing to 
maturity three or four years ago ; and as a rock torn from 
some lofty mountain's summit, rolls down its side and gaina 
new force and swiflness as it flies, so is it in the abolition con- 
troversy ; it has already brought forth mobocracy and Lynch 
laws, and without the resurrection of patriotism, it will most 
assuredly bring forth anarchy, and its slow but certain off- 
spring, military despotism. But to sincerely endeavour to 
conciliate the above parties, is certainly an imperative duty. 

I consider and believe that the brightest and richest of the 
American population are in both the above parties, and I 
love and respect them both, our difference of opinion to the 
contrary notwithstanding. I think I can safely say, in the 
millions of miles I have travelled,! never found a more hos- 
pitable people than the citizens of the south, the peasantry 
of Ireland, and the savages of Africa; the first, when I was 
a stranger, took me fn and supplied my wants, and would not 
receive a cent ; the second gave me butter-milk to drink ; 
the third, when I asked for water gave me palm wine. I could 
mention other parts of America where they took me in when 
I was a stranger, but it was the wrong way. The remem- 
brance of the pleasing scenes and pleasurable attachments I 
formed in the south, to the present moment endears them to 
me. Indeed the brave Baltimoreans were my most generous 
and numerous patrons, and to them I dedicate this work, with 
grateful affection to the children, for th6 generosity, liberality, 
and hospitality with which their parents treated me before 
they were bom. 

8 
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I will now venture, with great diffidence on my own part, 
and much deference to the anti-slaveites, to address a few 
friendly thoughts to them. I have heen myself too acrimo- 
nious in my animadversions on the subject of slavery. 

Affectionate admonition, Christian forbearance, and chari- 
table remonstrances, are calculated to convince, or at least 
conciliate the parties; and,, at all events, continue and con- 
solidate a brotherly union. Many of the southern planters 
see no evil in slavery, (like myself for niany years,) and 
when unchristian means are used to convince them of their 
error, instead of^onvincing it confirms them therein. Few 
have written more, not many sacrificed more, and not one 
pities the slave and his children more than myself; but 
I also pity the master and his children, J[>ecause I know, by 
sad experience, that the efifeminacy, incontinency, and sen- 
suality produced by slavery, is destructive jto the bodies and 
souls of the last, as its severity, fiagellation, and privation is 
to the slaves. Witness the increase by procreation in the 
families of the slaves, and the decrease in these of their 
masters.. 

I would not believe in the sin of slavery ; yet I was a trulfr 
sincere r^igionist, and for two years I heard a voice whis- 
pering in reason's ear, these, or words like these, to wit : 
" How can you profess to love God above all things,, and 
your neighbour as yourself, and yet Uve at your ease on his 
labour, and trample on his rights^ and do to him what y<Hi 
would n€^ wish him to do to you ?" Yes, for two years some 
good spirit of love was inculcating these, (ht words like 
these, uj^on my juvenile mind, before I would believe and 
obey. Wherefore, taught by that *^ power that pitied and 
bore with my disobedience so long, i have learned to bear 
with and pity those slaveites, who still see no evil in slavery.'' 
If mild and merciful expostulation will not convince them,, 
inire I am the asperity of vituperation will not do it. Let 
us for a m<Hnent view the condition of the black population 
in the anti-slave states. Here they are often distressed, 
despised, and degraded ; . many «ufier and perish every winter 
for want of the necessaries of life ; two thousand instances 
might be ^j^ven, but let two suffice. 

Some years ago, one cold night, I heard one watchman 
t^ another* that in a certain deserted wretched hovel, a 
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number of vagrants were deeping ; they forthwith went to 
the place ; one^ of them placed himself before the entrance 
to the hovel, (which had no door, fire, furniture or fuel,) to 
keep all these wretched mortals from escaping, while the 
other sprung his rattle and collected a large poese of watch- 
men, and had twenty-one taken to the watch-house, chiefly 
ail blacks ; they were huddled together like hogs, male and 
female, blacks and whites promiscuously, and were not making 
the least noise when, they were interrupted as aforesaid ; two 
only were left in the hovel, a female and her new-born babe, 
in a state of tnexpressibfe wretchedness on the naked floor ; 
one of the prisoners, as she was going to the watch-hooseb 
said to me, while the big round tears were falling on her 
half-famished infant, which appeared to me to be a literal 
weeping skeleton ; I only (said this wretched African) went 
there to shelter iroip the storm, and now I must go to prison ; 
and they were all sent to prison next day. One evening, last 
winter, I saw a crowd of people laughing at a poor perishing 
black man ; I immediately helped him up and begged him to 
come with me where he might get warmed, but he was not 
able to walk even with my assistance, and none of the crowd 
would help me till another black man came al<»ig and helped 
me to a neighbourhood where I thought some humane people 
resided, but none would take him in: at last I ofiered a womaa 
twenty.five cents to let the poor man come in and warm 
himself by her stove ; she consented, and we helped him over 
hillocks of snow with great difficulty to her door, which she 
festened and would not let him in. He stood some time 
shivering by the door-post, while I entreated her to let him 
in, but all in vain,; as my only alternative, I had to go and 
engage a wheel-barrow and convey him to the watch-houae» 
as he was now unable to walk at all ; he was dead in the 
morning, and literally perished fer want, surrounded with 
professional saints, in the city of brotherly love. 

When I remember the many miseries I have semi the poor 
coloured people sufler, I am grieved and pained, and almost 
provoked. Every day, may be seen in the streets of Phiia* 
delphia, this winter, half-frozen and half-naked coloured peo. 
pie, begging from door to door for a morsel of bread to* pre- 
serve them from starvation ! I would humbly ask, if Grod 
was grieved at the heart to see the oppression and violence 
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of the ignorant antediluvians, how must he feel to view the 
prejudice of opinion and consequent oppression^ of the citi- 
zens of the North, as well as the slavery of the South. 

When the King and Court of Heaven looks down on the 
most enlightened and favoured nation that is or ever was on 
earth, and beholds their oppressive poli<^y to the Indians, the 
original proprietors of this land, and the Africans, who changed 
the frigid forests of America to fertile fields and flower gar* 
dens, the stinking swamps to splendid cities, how must he 
feel, what must he think, — if I, a weak, frail, vile child of mor* 
tality feel grieved, how must he feel ! . See Genesis, chap. vi. 
verse 6, for answer. 

<<And Grod saw that the wickedness of man was great in 
the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually. 

" And it repented the Lord that he had made man on the 
' earthy and it grieved him at his heart." 

What is the most refined human parental tenderness, com* 
pared to the divine tenderness of our Almighty and all-mer- 
ciful Redeemer ? It is like streams of water compared to 
the ocean. Do not the birds and beasts of prey, the most 
blood-thirsty savages and bloody tyrants, feel for their off" 
spring, and even die in their defence, and will God have no 
feeling for his sufiering rational creatures ? Did we feel and 
fight for our fellow citizens in ignoble slavery in Algiers, and 
in British bondage on the ocean, and not only delivered them 
from oppression, but also punished their oppressors, and will 
God do less for his rationsd ofispring, in worse than Algerine 
or British bondage? 

I have seen, and in imagination behold this very moment, 
the child forced by violence from the mother's embrace, and 
the whip descending on her naked back. I saw one stroke, 
and turned away from the shocking sight : also, an old woman 
bending with age, stretched on the ground and flogged on the 
bare posteriors, because she forgot to take the pipe out of her 
mouth when she spoke to. her tyrant; and a young mulatto 
girl with an iron ring round her face, which entered her 
moi»th, so that she could neither spit nor speak — it was fas- 
tened with a padlock behind her head ; her mistress, a rich 
and respectable lady, kept the key. Even the little children 
have to commence their early hardships and sorrows at from 
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ibsee to five yaanold. The aboreold woman was the 
.^the children's gang* I see them now, wandering throuf^ 
the piaotation naked^ imder a vertical sun, and picking up 
from place to place their little bundles of grass, finr the horses 
and mules. The above lady had a slave almost white. (I 
thou^t she was white whcwi I first saw her.) She had a 
child by the overseer, altogether white. I was told, I think 
by tihe girl herself, that her mistress sent it, while very young 
and naked, to toil under and be burned brown by the sua. 
But time would fail me was I to particularize what I saw and 
know of the laceration and ruinatbn of their mortal bodies^ 
•ad the consequent demoralixation and desolation of their tm* 

Mr. Jefferson^ in writing on the policy of the Ameri^aas to 
the Africans in the United States, in his ^ Notes ca Vii^giaia," 
aaakes these prophetic rsmarks, to wit : 

«^The wbde commerce between master and slavey is a 
fierpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions^ the BMMt 
unremitting despotism on one part, and degrading submission 
on the other. Our children see this, and tearn to imitate it ; 
for man is an imitative animaL This quality is the germ of 
all education in him. From his cradle to his grave be is 
learning to do what he sees others do. The parent slonns, 
the child looks on, catdms the lineaments of wrath, puts on 
the same airs in a smaller circle of i^ves, gives a loose to 
his worst passions, and thus jmrsed, educated, and daily eaas- 
Cised in tyranny, cannot but lie stamped witfi odious peeali- 
arides. And with what ezecratioii shoidd the ststewaan be 
loaded, who, permitting one half the citiaDoas thus to traaiple 
on the rights of the o5iie#, tvaasforms those inlo despots, and 
these into eneoMes, destn^ the morals «f epepait, and iW 
aiHt&r prntrim [patriotism] of the odier. 

*' With the «K>rals of ^die people, their iadastry is also d». 
stroyed. For in a warm oHmate, no man will labour fiir 
himself who can make another Ikbour for him. This is m> 
true,'lliat of the proprietors of starves, a very smaH proportiaa 
indeed are ever seen to labour. 

<« And can the liber^of a nation be ^wuf^ eeeare^ wlieii 
we have removed their only basi% a convietioii in the miaAi 
of the people that these liberties are Ike gift sff Osii rtnit 
they are not to be vkAated but with his wrath! Indeed, I 
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UremUefor my country, when I reflect that Grod is just ; that 
his justice cannot sleep forever ; that considering nuRibei% 
nature, and natural means only, a revolution of the wheel of 
fortune, an exchange of situation is among possible events ; 
that it may become probable by supernatural interference ! 
The Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us in 
such a contest,** 

And we may. ascertain the opinion of all the goyemments 
of Europe, by the following remarks, written by the Irish 
patriot and statesman, Mr. O'Conqell. 

** I have often longed to go to America, but as long as that 
country is tarnished with slavery, I will never pollute my 
foot by treading on its shores. I have felt it a necessary 
duty to arraign the conduct of the Russian despot for his 
cruelty to the men, W(»nen, and children oiPolandj but mack 
as I detest his actions, there is a cliniax to my hatred— in 
the deepest hell, there fs a dq>th still more profound, and that 
is to be found in the conduct of the American slave^owneia. 
They laid the foundation of their liberty, by declaring the 
self-evident truths, that all men are created equal— «nd en» 
dowed with the unalienable rights of Life, liber^, and the 
pursuit of Happiness, and still have the atrocious and mur* 
deroos injustice to hold their brother men in slavery." 

I would also respectfully propose, while so many prennums 
are offered for well written poems, tales, dec, that some rich 
patriot would offer a premium to the author of the best wrk- 
ten oration on our favourite motto, to be delivered next fourth 
of July ; also, an essay, showing the increase in popuhitioti, 
pvoperty, prosperity, dec, of the state. of Georgia^ and the 
city of Savannah, since I lefi it, near fifty years ago ; and 
oontrasdng the same with the increase aforesaad^of Peansyl- 
vanis, and Philadelphia, in the same number of years. Also 
ef Virginia and Richmond, with the state juid city of New 
York, and the state of Massachusetts, and city of Boston, 
with Lower Canada aiid Quebec. By this means the advanta* 
gee of liberty over slavery, and republicanism over moOarehy, 
will be proved beyond the possibility of refutation. 

We may here for one moment contrast the prosperity of 
Ike Noitkem with the Southern states, by introducing a shott 
fiiotstinn >fh»n the memorial of the citizens of Wheeling in 
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WirpmA, to their state Legislaluret on the impoUcy of da- 
very, in 1832 : it reads as follows,, viz : 

^ Slavery retards the growth of our population. Virginia 
has « tenitory nearly one.third greater than any of the old 
thirteen states; is blessed with a delightful climate, fruitful 
soil, and many of the finest harbours and navigable streama 
in the world, and had once the largest population of any of 
the states ; her whole population is now less than that of 
Pennsylvania or New York, and she has fewer white inhab* 
itants than other states which have not one fourth as muob 
territory. In 1789 she had ten representatives in Congress ; 
Pennsylvania had eight, and New York had aiz^— she will 
oow be entitled to twenty*one, Pennsylvania to twenty*eigkt, 
and New York to forty.two. 

<<It impairs our national strength-^for no state can be 
powerful which is full of internal enemiea. 

^ It ia inconsistent with the true spirit of the Christian re- 
ligion, which teaches us that all men are equal in the eye of 
God. 

'^It is degrading to our character as a nation. It is de« 
grading to our national character, not only because it is incon* 
•ifltent with the principles of liberty and equality, by which 
we profess to be governed, but because thousands of our 
citizens are engaged in a traffic, at the bare mention of which 
humanity must blush — a traffic in human beings ! ! ! 

** It must uhimately lead to the most ruinous and destructive 
servile wars. In many counties our white population is rapidly 
decreasing, whilst the slaves are every where increasing. In 
that part of. the state lying east of the Blue Bidge, the coloured 
has gained upon the white population more than one hundred 
thousand in the last forty years ; and it is susceptible of tha 
clearest demonstration, that thai gain must be much more 
rapid hereafter, than it has been in times paat, until at last 
the disp^portion will become so great, we ovist aspect that 
the horrid scenes of St. Domingo, or such as took place in 
the island of Jamaica during the last year, will be ai^ over 
again in this country.*' 

Whereas the planters of the South had the evil of sbvery 
entailed upon them by their forefathers, without tbeir con* 
sent, I would humbly propose to the National Govemment» 
individually and collectively, that they apfwopriate pari of 
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the sorpliw revenue to accomplish the object the Britiih Ptar. 
liament has done, to their immortal honour and natioiial ad- 
vantage ; I mean, purchase the liberty of the slaves of the 
South from their masters ; and at the sa|fne time compensate 
the staves, as Moses commands in Deuteronomy, chap. 15. 
We ought to have given d|em the example sixty years ago 
•—can we revise to follow it now t Th6 British Govern- 
ment are thousands of millions d dollars in debt, and yet 
went eighty millions more in debt to accomplish this valua* 
ble purpose. Who can help admiring this noble action ! 
And if we refuse to imitate it — ^we, the richest nation on 
earth— -out of debt, with millions of usdess doMars in our 
treasury, who Cfm help despising iis, especially if they hav« 
read our Declaration of Independence, t think notiimg but 
this will save the republic fVom disunion and destruction* 

Gratitude, in unison with conscience, commands me to 
say a few words on this vital subject to the citizens of the 
South. But where can I find words sufficiently eloquent lo 
express a few of the many thoughts that crowd into my 
mind ! Ah ! had I the talents of the authcMr of " The Rights 
fsi Man," which 1 read with profitable delight in my youth, 
pressed the hand that wrote it widi reverential friendriiipy 
and Unally took him for my model and roaster in politics. 

The abolitionists have increased in numbers and respecta- 
bility within a few years, from thousands to hundreds of 
diousands. The best and brightest men in the republic, or 
in th^ world, am in th^r-'nuiks'; mad 'th^^ave taught their 
youth to consider ^e sin of i^avery as a God-dishonouring, 
a country-destroying sin ; and tkat not to use all their pow- 
ers, at all hazards, to aboUi^ it^ peaceaMy if they can, is lo 
shiure the crime. 

I will now respedtfuHy asfd affisctiontitely propose to ike 
citizens of the Sooth, to ase all lawful uMans for the revival 
of patriotism, the preservation of the Federal Union, and the 
protection of the constitutkm from all imnovators, especially 
that most estimahle part of it which guantaftiee to all ciliisem 
<< liberty of speech and the press.'' To penntt this mnov«u 
lion, in order to repress the abolitionkilB, is Mkie a man cut- 
ting oif his nose to be revenged of hisface^ and dooming Mi 
poaleitty to the same punishment : and ini caae of the disso- 
Mtkm of the Uhkm they woirid be the greatest siiftreiVi ftv 
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this plain and powerful reason, to wit ; at present the citi- 
zens of the North are bound to defend them, if an insurrec- 
tion of their slaves should take place ; but then they would 
have near three millions of deadly enemies in their centre, 
and an army of hostile foes on their circumference. Would 
it not be more for their honour, interest, and happiness, to 
learn, from the patience and forbearance of God to them, to 
bear with patience the well-nieant though severe animadver- 
sions of the abolitionist ? always remembering what their fa- 
thers and grandfathers sacrificed and suffered to purchase 
the federal union and constitution. 

For them they fought, and conquer'd side by side— 

For their posterity they bled and died. 

And have they bled and have they died in vain ! 



[Friend Lundy's excellent pamphlet on "The War in 
Texas," cannot be circulated too widely. I would introduce 
a large extract, but this has been done, in an 8vo. and a 
12mo. stereotyped pamphlet, compiled from strong documents 
and authorities of all ages and climes, for sale at the anti- 
slavery offices, entitled «< LIBERTY !''] 
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FBOHTBB 

"PENITENTIAL TYRANT." 



AwAKB, my muse, tho'^ sorrowful to Dame^ 
The crimes of infidels baptiz'd proclaim. 
Their complicated villanies explore 
From Afric's golden coast to India's shore ; 
Their pride, rage, lust, and tyranny extend, 
Then note with horror their tremendous end : 
Tell mankind, how their Maker they defy. 
And force unwilling vengeance from the sky ; 
At once their cruelty and av'rice show. 
Then boldly strike, and vindicate the blow : 
From Scripture, feeling, common sense then prove 
The dire resentment of the powers above. 
Expose oppression with an honest frown. 
Till guilt shrinks back, tho' seated on i^ throne ; 
"With cruel despots war eternal wage, 
Turn love celestial to terrestrial rage, 
Till ev'ry visage be with grief impress'd. 
Till pity throb in ev'ry human br^iat, 
Till tears and indignation rise by turns, 
Till ev'ry heart with Christian anger bums. 
Till crimson paints each face, and sorrows flow. 
Till mortals tribute pay to mortals' wo. 
** Not he who cannot weep, but he who can. 
Shows the great soul, and proves himself a man." 
Beneath the pond'rous load what millions groan, 
For vice, for guilt, for folly, not their own, 
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By epicures, by faypocriles opprewed, 

Bereav'd o( life, of liberty, and rest. 

Strip black oppre«ioD of her fake diiipiiee, 

And make the hag in shades infernal rise ! 

Strike her-H9trike pride— strike lawless rapine dead, 

Bid exiFd vnrtue raise her drooping head ; 

This aim be thine, be this thy noble end. 

To show mankind — ^that man has yet a friend ; 

With virtue folly, love with lust contrast, 

Judge manners reigning by the manners past. 

Such venal faith, and such misplac'd applause ; 

Such pampe^'d guilt, and such inverted Taws ; 

Such poor unhappy wretches I have seen 

Oppressed, by what are call'd rbuoious uh ! 

Such nations crush'd — and^nations of the brave. 

And millions doom'd to an untimely grave ; 

Such bold brave warrion (bold and brave m vain) 

By artful Christians robbed, enslav'd, and slain. 

Oh ! may I never stand where once I stood-* 
View hills and dales all died with crimson bleed. 
See verdant fields all clotted stiff with g<Me» 
Which ne'er were stain'd with human blood before. 
Alas ! my soul the shocking din sustains. 
Which makes the blood hang shiv'ring in my veins ! 
I've seen behaviour in this cruel race, 
Which naming would the very brute disgrace; 
I know their artful mazes of deceit. 
Their systematic guile and artful wit. 
Have I not seen the wounds their salMres gave. 
To each dejected, weeping, dying slave ; 
Have I not seen the Uood of hundreds shed ! 
The injur'd maid forc'd to her t3rrattt's bed ! 
The frantic fattier stain'd with dial blood, 
Who with his children tkig'd the crimson wood ; 
His violated consort dragg'd away 
Thro' woods, o'er seas, to wicked man a prey^ 
And doom'd to misery, though once possess'd 
Of love, peace, joy^ with ev'ry blessing Uess'd; 
She cries, she shrieks ; the fierce insulting fi>e 
Relentless mocks her violence of wo : 
Distressing sympathy sunoundi my heatt. 



96 OPPRESSION EXPOSED. 

And tender pity melts in ev'ry part ; 
For them in vain I grieve, for them I sigh, 
Yet Still they groan, weep, languish, bleed, and die. 
Alas ! their pains how dismal and severe, 
, Their moving plaints still vibrate on my ear ; 
Compell'd to labour for their Christian foes, 
To plant the cane, oppressed with mighty woes ; 
Their sweat and tears must drench them ere they grow 
, Their sighs must fan them, and their blood must flow. 
« Unhappy fate, while ere the dawn of day, 
Rous'd by the bell, they go their cheerless way ; 
And as their souls with pain and anguish bum, 
Salute with groans unwelcome morn's return ; 
And chiding ev'ry hour the slow pac'd sun, 
Pursue their toils, till all his race is irun : 
No eye to mark their sufF'rings with a tear, 
No firiend to comfort them, nor hope to cheer ! 
Then like the poor unpitied brutes repair. 
To dens as wretched, and as coarse a fare— - 
Thank Heav'n one day of misery is o'er. 
Then sink to sleep, and wish to wake no more !" 

How seldom think the volatile and gay. 
While sipping tbeir luxurious sweeten'd tea. 
How oft they help to pierce the warrior's breast, 
Rob him of life, of liberty, and rest ! 
And that to gain the plant we idly waste, 
Tremendous pain, and grief profound they taste. 
How seldom think prime ministers of state, 
The legislator, senator, the great, 
On them, alas ! who cheerless and forlorn. 
Pass painful nights and meet a joyless mom. 
Thus pompous, in their equipage they boast, 
But little do they think on Afric's coast ; 
On groaning, dying slavei^ by them oppress'd, 
Bereav'd of life, of liberty, , and rest ; 
Oppress'd, alas ! by these imperial foes. 
With grief profound, unutterable woes. 
View this, ye potentates, with riches blest, 
Let the idea wound each tender breast; 
And bleed your hearts with agonizing pain, , 
Then tempt the laughing wine— but tempt in vain ; 
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Nor golden slumbers close your weeping eyes, 
While imag'd to your minds their sorrows rise ; 
For them unhappy, to distresses born ! 
For you I tremble, but for them I mourn. 

Remembrance sad exhibits to my view, 
Sights which must open all their wounds anew ; 
I view their wrongs, while on the roaring waves, 
I saw them languish, and I saw them slaves, 
Been basely seiz'd while in the dire alarms 
Of war, rage, slaughter, and the clash of arms ; 
What first, what last, what here I now relate, 
Brings to my wounded mind their wretched fate ; 
Nay, as I write, methinks I hear them moan. 
Tear following tear, and groan succeeding groan ; 
Struck at the sight, I melt at human wo, 
While down my cheeks the tears unbidden flow ; 

Of all the great, the pamper'd great, how few 
Are true to heaven, and to their neighbour true ; 
Their dire injustice to the friendless poor. 
Calls for more plagues than vengeance has in store; 
Kind nature starts with horror at their cries. 
Much more the Ruler of the Earth and Skies ; 
Soon, soon that God his justice will display. 
And chase oppressors from the face of day ; 
Hurl'd down to hell by Heaven's Almighty Sire, 
Transfix'd with vengeance and involved in fire ; 
Tremendous ire o'er Christendom impends, 
He comes, and direful wrath his steps attends. 
The day, the day will come, that dreadful day ! 
How my soul shudders while my thoughts survey 
The fall of tyrants, and their dire distress, 
Who to the injur'd were quite pitiless ; 
By faith I see from the tremendous pole. 
An angry God, and hear his thunders roll, 
See his red arm the fiery vengeance shed. 
Shake death eternal o'er each guilty head ; 
Tyrants, repent ! I tremble as I write. 
Tyrannic nations flame before my sight. 
To him poor Africans their cause resign, 
To Mm, good, gracious, merciful, divine ; 
Th' Impartial Judge, and Sov'reign of the skies. 

9 
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Has heard, and hears the moaning captives' cries ; 
And, with benignant love, he now declares. 
Their cares are his, his boundless mercy theirs : 
Their potent friend in their behalf will rise, 
Their numerous foes the injur'd God defies, 
. To him the helpless never sue in vain. 
His nature, mercy — ^lovb, his darling name ; 
But cruel tyrants, still to sin inclin'd. 
Are to all dangers, but the present, blind ; 
Their thoughts are all employ'd on evils near, 
But ills remote they ne'er foresee or fear ; 
With brutish rage the blackest sins they run. 
And never fear the wickedness, till done-^- 
And guilt has always this attending curse, 
To back the first transgression with a worse. 
Abhorr'd by man, despotic traitors grow. 
The earth's disgrace, and Heaven's relentless foe. 
They fear man's eye, when they would act a sin. 
But dread not Heaven, nor the judge within. 
Their dreadful crimes to mighty sums amount, 
And yet they still augment the black account. 
While golden hours are hastening, and gone» 
And like a stream the year glides swiflly on ; 
Nor sex nor age the grim destroyer spares, 
Unmov'd alike by infancy and years ; 
Like poor unhappy slaves their tyrants lie, 
And, like commanders, common ruffians die ; 
Each has his mansion in a narrow cell. 
Equal in colour and alike in smell ; 
Why then should despots of their riches boast. 
So difficult to gain, so quickly lost ? 
Blind they rejoice, nor deprecate their wo, 
Their doom profound, and their celestial foe-* 
Their guilt, rage, pride, and cruelty proclaim. 
Oh ! sing their guilt, my muse ! their want of shame. 
When all their hopes are blasted, and they see 
They're doom'd to linger life in misery. 
Grant the mild master kindly treats them well — 
Few such there are, and I who know can tell ; 
Grant that those masters plenteous meals prepare, 
Tho' well I know their food is scant and bare ! 
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Yet then, e'en then, can comfort on them wait, 

Degraded to a wretched servile state ? 

And they, once chieflains in their natal land, 

Now bound in chains, and trembling at command ; 

Naked, expos'd to Phoebus' sultry beams, 

Like horses work'd, then fed on dry coarse beans ! 

Now de.ad to hope, they see resistance vain. 

They in their valiant breasts conceal their pain ; 

While silent grief to furious rage succeeds, 

And fill'd with anger, every bosom Meeds ; 

Thus in despair, their necks refuse the yoke. 

He calls them stubborn, and applies the stroke. 

Their lacerated backs the scourges show, 

Still they invincible, no tremours know ; 

Their strength icttrepid, claims a nobler name, 

And shows not theirs, but their oppressor's shame. 

Immodest to the view, his limbs disclos'd 

To summer's suns, and wintry winds expos'd ; 

Tasks, not design'd for man to prove, consume 

His valiant strength, and fade his manly bloom ; 

And to complete his misery, he must 

See wife and daughter serve promiscuous lust—* 

Nor dare complain y ***** * 

No faithful service, and no zeal can please 

His cruel tyrant, nor his rage appease ; 

Deep wounds the arbitrary lash imprints. 

Or falling club his mangled frame disjoints ; 

While scurril taunts, with fearful menace join'd. 

Augment past smarts with dfead of worse behind ; 

And lo ! around his glancing eye surveys 

Of wretches, like himself, a num'rous race. 

No friendly cot receives his weary head. 

But, mix'd with brutes, the earth's his common bed*; 

The skies shed noxious dews ; unwholesome steams 

Rise from the ground, and pierce his aching limbs ; 

No soft repose the shades of night impart, 

Pain racks his frame, and anguish rends his heart ; 

Or, if short slumbers seal his weeping eyes. 

The horrors of the day in visions rise. 

In dreams the Christian's cruel voice he hears. 

And to his view the knotty scourge appears; 
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Beneath the scorching sun, in toilsome pairi, 
He seems to groan, and call for death in vain ; 
With brutal thought, his t)Tant's dire command 
To spousal ties compels his struggling hand ; 
But when to multiply the servile kind, 
And take the mate, which chance presents, enjoin'd ; 
Doom'd to beget a race of slaves to groan 
Beneath the woes their wretched sire had known ; 
The mournful pair prolific pleasures dread, 
And pray incessant for a barren bed — 
And when the babe is born to living light, 
Struck to the heart, they sicken at tlie sight. 
In this respect, none but a parent knows 
Their sad regret — ^in them no transport glows^ 
No gentle joy rewards the mother's throes : 
Untouch'd with soft delight, the sire surveys 
His features op'ning in the infant's face ; 
But with sad vows invokes an early grave 
To hide from Christian's rage the infant slave — 
This all the hope his conscious heart receives — 
This all the blessing to the babe he gives. 
While imag'd to his sadden'd thought appears 
The dreaded doom that waits his manly years. 
The mother views, and wounded to the heart, 
With keener pangs of agonizing smart ; 
Fast down her wo- worn cheeks the sorrows flow- 
She faints — transflx'd with agonies of wo. 
The wond'ring boy in sorrow takes a part, 
And weeps their sorrow with an infant's heart ; 
No longer can her wretched partner bear 
The mighty grief — but sunk in black despair — 
While his warm bosom equal horrors wound, 
He trembles, groans, and sinks upon the ground ; 
Alas ! to live again — their tyrant near. 
Beholds their grief without a tender tear ; 
Woes not his own his bosom never felt, 
For hell and av'rice never, never melt. 
The dreadful lash again to labour drives, 
And each to life and usual pain revives ; 
Whil^ penury of food but ill repairs 
The mighty labour sinking nature bears ; 
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Oppressed with grief and agonizing pain, 
The sire sinks dead upon the labour'd plain, 
While the fierce tyrant with his whip in vain 
Commands- him to renew his toil again : 
Worn out with labour, and oppress'd with grief, 
At last kind death has brought the slow relief. 
In him see all our individual wo, 
And more than tongue can tell, or mind can know. 
For though God's mercy does no limits know, 
His justice must have satisfaction too ; 
These attributes in equal balance lie. 
And one cannot the other's rights deny. 
You, whom kind Hcav'n with copious wealth has blest, 
Lend back to Heav'n, by aiding the distressed ; 
'Tis yours the sons of anguish to relieve, 
To cheer the poor, nor let affliction grieve ; 
To sympathize and melt at human wo, 
Is what the wealthy to th' unhappy owe. 
By Heav'n the poor and fatherless are sent, 
And what to these we give, to God is lent ; 
But how can tyrants hope to be forgiv'n. 
And still rebel against the laws of Heav'n 1 
" Preserve us. Lord, from evil," can they pray. 
Yet wilfully pursue the evil way ? 
Do the oppress'd their tender pity share ? 
And are the wretched their peculiar care ? 
Do they the wo-worn stranger's wrongs redress, 
And for the widows spread the couch of rest 1 
If not, their pray'rs are base impertinence. 
Insulting reason, truth, and common sense ; 
They make the Lord, of all beings the worst, 
By dignity debas'd, by blessings curst ; 
They say in substance that they do him find. 
Capricious, cruel to the human kind ; 
Like Christian traitors, brutal, base, unjust, 
Alike in cruelty, alike in lust ! 
Pleas'd with destruction, and with mortal wounds, 
With scenes of blood, and agonizing sounds ; 
And with fierce tyrants in the mortal fight. 
And ruffians, when they take their brother's right ; 
With crimson slaughter, and with death profound, 

9* 
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And carnage piled on carnage, throngs tne ground ; 

More cruel than the thief, whose bloody knife 

At once deprives the trembling wretch of life ; 

More cruel than the roaring beasts of prey, 

Who» to appease their hunger, tear and slay — 

The most despotic judge of human kind. 

Though void of justice, and to sin incUn'd, 

Would melt to tears, could he but view the woei 

Of Africans, and see their cruel foes. 

And is our God more cruel than the worst 

Of mortal tyrants, partial and unjust ? 

No ! love, grace, mercy, and his truth shall last, 

While aether shines with golden planets grac'd ; 

E'en now he pities, as in days of yore. 

The friendless, helpless, fatherless, and poor. 

Shall not the universal Judge descend, 

While judgments his majestic steps attend^ 

And with resentment, tyrants fierce pursue, 

To present^ future, and eternal wo> 

He saves the captive, sets the prisoner free» 

Such is his justice, such his clemency ; 

His vengeance shall like lightning swifl. punuOy 

Enslaving traders, and the sinful crew. 

I answer thus : " Behold Messiah shine 

In mercy greats in charity divine ; 

On all his works his love inscribed we find. 

His sov-'reign goodness, and productive mind ; 

His works how various, with what pow'r endued» 

Grood in their origin, in nature good. 

Inspir'd by thee, guest of celestial race, 
With generous love, we human kind embrace '^ 
We bless the orphan,, make the widow blest, 
And for the stranger spread the couch of rest ; 
The pris'ner visit, bound in galling chains, 
The naked clothe, and sooth the sick man's pains ; 
While down our cheeks th^ tender sorrows flow, 
We feel our brother's grief, our brother's woe ; 
Feel sympathetic love for all our race, 
And circle mankind in one kind embrace ; 
Our greatest grief is to see human wo, 
Tet can't relieve, or dry the tears that flow. 



OPPRESSION EXPOSED. 103 

Protect th' oppress'd, and plead the poor man's cause» 
Pursue the holy path that justice draws. 
Riot and wine but for a season please, 
Delights they may enjoy, but never ease* 
Abundance cloys, of riches, love, or song, 
" We want but little, nor that little long." 
Behold the shepherd, see th' industrious swain, 
Who ploughs the field, or reaps the golden grain ; 
How cheap, and yet how tasteful is their fare. 
How sweet their sleep, their souls how free from done ; 
They drink the streaming crystal, and escape 
Th' inflaming juices of the purple grape ; 
And to protect their limbs from rig'rous air, 
Garments, their own domestic work, they wear* 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



[Philanthropy literally means love of the human family ; 
BTTJiiAKmr embraces Ukewise all animals ; the principle is 
one ; the two terms naturally, and in this book, positively 
imply each other. In this selection, the various modes of 
oppression, arising from age, birth, wealthy race, sex, &ith 
and govemmejnt, have in part been treated, of distinctly, but 
they often coalesce into each other, pr into their common 
source.—- Cruelty, which, under all its forms, is the same 
human monster. Little is here introduced from the author's 
literary, scientific,' political, religious or miscellaneous publi- 
cations, (which are enumerated in his memoirs,) the progress 
of the press having abuQdantly supplied the reading public on 
siich topics ; but as a useful comprehensive book of mocalsy 
it may be pledged against any single original volume, and in 
proportion to its amount of extracts, with any book of com- 
pilations. Our author is an enthusiast in doing good ; he 
writes with his heart in his hand. But while constantly in. 
culcating universal beneficence, he must not be understood 
to derogate from the indispensable practice of industry, econ- 
omy, and foresight.' << Self preservation is the first law of 
nature ;" •« Charity begins at borne ;" ** We must be just to 
ourselves that we may be just to others ;" '< He who provides 
not for his own household is worse than an Infidel ;" <<If each 
provided lor <me, all the world would be provided for :'' But 
while keeping a good look out for number one, each is bound 
also to-respeot the rights and feelings, and mitigate the wants 
and sufierings of all others. Indeed this work, by exposing 
the world's heartless customs and frozen charity, tends to 
caution the unwary as wdl as to enliven the stupid, and pre- 
vent, as well as palliate moral evils. . The author has, during 
his eventful life, possessed great opportunities for observa- 
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tion and talent for reflection ; the result m befeie die |Hiblie. 
If any are disposed to censure the sincerity or severity 
<>f his strictures or selectioBS, they will find at the end of 
the Tolumoy the sermon of Jesus Christ, in whoiM gospel he 
is a believer, and of whose precepts a practiser. IHie re- 
ward of virtue is a crown of thorns. To reform abuses, is 
to excite the villauiy Qf« the kiwyesi ^hq^ live by them, and 
the violence of their aupes and toold. The honest language 
of the author is, ^ All the favor I ask of the public is, to 
read the book before they are oflfended and condemn it, for 
to reprobate without reading it, is.ungenerpiis and unjiist. 
And i€ they read and wiO not buy^ I will tiiapk them mpcQ, 
than if they purchased, and refused to read it, as i|iy ol^jjeciis 
not to make money, but to do good." 

Ttiis book is accordingly put at a low price, to bring. i( 
within the reach of all classes, and to induce those who are 
friendly, to purchase freely for use and for distribution. Th^ , 
stereotype plates will be sold at cost, reserving a right for 
the author's use ; or they will be loaned g^tuitously, to any . 
responsible publishers wno will sell the work cheap in, pro- 
portion. Besides variations in arrangement and verbal alter- 
ations,, the sentences iti brackets |[ ] in this book, have been - 
inserted by a friend of the author^, because a fiie^d of liberty,, 
and Humanity.] 



THE BEAUTIES OF PHILANTHROPY. 



It is a pbenomenon as well as a fact, that evoo sincere 
Christians are extremely liaUe to form incorrect conceptions ' 
of the attnbates of the Almighty, and are consequently led 
into the labyrinths of errpr and delusion, practically as well ' 
as intellectually, (as millions of the human family unhappily 
are,) through th6 above mediuno. They-do not recollect that 
the super-eminent beneficence of the Deity is exhibited -to . 
their view in the, book pf Creation and Revelation, in order 
to stimulate them to fulfil the diversified dutiea of the same 
philanthropy, in the various avocations of life* Indeed, the 
Christian's philanthropy should be in proportion* what the ' 
Almighty's is in perfection. I have, therefore, with a- pure 
and disinterested desire to be usefiil to my fellow traveiienr - 
to the grave, put down a few thoughts on this siibiect ; that 
they may be rendered a powerful stimulus to the performanoe 
of charitable actions, and a blessing of eternal diwation to the ^ 
sincere inquirer afier truth, is the impprtunate. prayer qi their ; 
afiectionate friend in Christ. 

'< When the music of the spheres began," an^ the machir 
nery of the universe commenced its perpetual motioii, God > 
said, <<Let us make man in our own image,, after our own - 
likeness. And God created man in his own image, in the . 
image of God created he him, male and female created he 
them." We must conclude, that it was in the jcobal like, 
ness of God man was created ; u e. yirith a mind pure and 
pious, benevolent and gracious. 

tt is self-evident, that a good God, or even a good man, 

cannot approbate any thing that is evil or unlike themselves ; 

they must hold it in utter abhorrence. The unmerciful man, 

therefore, is held in contempt, and l^is. conduct execrated by 

'that Being whose essence is mercy and whose name lahM.^ • 
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s 

It appears that the primary ol:3ect God has in view, in his 
moral govemmeBt, is the felicity of his creatures ; to aocom* 
plish which he uses every means which infinite sagacity can 
devise (consistent always with man's free agency) to en- 
lighten, their minds; as he well knows that without the 
knowledge of the truth no real felicity can be enjoyed. But 
not\yithsUo4iiij[»aJl,liis |gmoipui| ^BpcWfqrs, tb^^^^PfS <>f 
his creatures are wilfully bund to the things which make for 
their present and eternal peace^ in which namber thousands 
of the professed votaries of religion may be included. How 
often do the slaves of bigotry not only deviate and wander,. , 
tbrouffh amasEeof the most absurd, monstrous, and some tinies 
diabolical errors themselves, but compel their fellow creatqresi .. 
to maintain 'the same errors, with a warmth bordering on ' 
fury, and deciding fer the rest of ma'nkind with savage fero- 
city, imposing even tipon the faith of posterity. This is one \ 
principal cause of the ptofound ignorance, gross imaginations, ,. 
turbulent passions, and implacable tyranny of millions of intej. 
ligent beings, who were intended by their Creator to be ttiei 
proliectors and not tlie extirpators of their fellow worms. 
Thus the religion of Christ has been corrupted by a thousand . 
illunons and superstitions, and the motives to virtue perverted| 
enervated, and almost annihilated. What then can be more 
necessary, than to disencumber religion of the ceremonies, 
fomaalittes, and errors which corrupt it, and endeavour U> 
exhibit it in its own native ^mplicity dnd primitive purity ? 
Puro religion is neither tess nor more than loving God su- . 
premely, and his rational creatures affectionately ; and this, 
religion has a natural and necessary tendency to assimilate 
us into the lovely tikeness of ouir divine original. I would 
entreat the reader tb ai^k his own' common sense what the 
best of Beings could do fer hiin more than what he has already 
done. - 

The happiness of his ereattires must undoubtedly haveb^en 
his primary object and end in the formation of the world : he 
could propose no benefit to himself, except the ineffable satis« 
faction of opaning sources of pleasurable gratification, and 
dispensing his boundless benedictions to his creatures. He 
has declared himself in the scriptures, to be the Lord Gody 
mer4fiftdy gradanUf lcng'tii§€ringy and abundamt m goodneu 
andUr^Ai 
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Mo^fiirtofthirlNMe displays more briffiantly the good will 
of Odd to iiiftn, than the glorious gospel of peace ; it abounds 
wi& intei^stiBg matter, which proclaims, m an unequivocal 
maimer, tifilt ** his bve is as great as his power, and neither 
knows measure nor end ;^ He has peremptorily commanded 
us on pain ^fhw eternal diispleasure, to imitate him in all his 
imitebie perfections, and above all to be merciful, as he is 
merciful ^ holy, as he is holy ; perfect (in love) as he is per- 
fect. RscaHse petfeH love casteth out all servile fear. Can 
we be then so unreasonably stupid as to suppose, that the 
good 8hffjpher6 can approbate his professional votaries, whom ^ 
he iMS bleSI»d tend placed in his spiritual vineyard, to be the 
active^ not indolent tiultivators thereof? I say, can he ap- 
prove of their idleness? Let any impartial man read St. 
Paulas first Epistie to the Corinthians, thirteenth chapter, on 
prmetk^d ehatthfy and he will there see what kind of Chris- 
tians tiiDse are, who can spend hundreds of dollars on super- 
fluities, and yet forsooth cannot afford God a single one, by 
distributing it among his poor, who abound in every nation, 
cityj town, and state ; so that the parsimonious or selfish pro- ^ 
fessor urill have no excuse in the day of retribution. 

I conceive thoTeason religion is so much talked of and so 
little practised, is, because its nature is ao little underatood; 
pure religion lakes its seat in the soul of man, and irresistibly 
stimulates to the most 8uper-exceW<5nl actions, as well as 
supelr-eminent prt>fessions, f would ask, what was the means 
of grace established for 7 I answer, to stimulate men to prac- . 
tise «intv«r8al philanthropy : if it does not answer this salutary %, 
purpose It is of no intrinsic value. For instance, we will 
suppose that two persons are convened at the august tribunal 
of Jehovah,' when he comes to judge the sons of men ac 
cor^g to their works, ^nd not accoiSing to thmr [»*ofessions. 
We wiM sappose that one of these is a practical philanthro- 
pisty and the other a professional Christian ; the first was 
always solicitous from principle to do good to his fellow 
exeatlires, and circle all men to the utmost of his power in 
one kind embrace.* The other was a strict sectarian and a 
constant attendant on religious ordinances, stimulated thereto, . 
first by servile fbar, secondly by use, which is second nature, 
but alaS! fblt-no soticitade for the. amelioration of the dis. 
v(\m l^llow-worms, no sympathy warmed his frozen 
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heart, no philanthropy stimulated his iaaietive hand fer the 
honour of human nature, and for the relief of human wretch- 
edness. We will suppose that the glorious Judge, seated on 
his great white throne, supported on the wings oif cherubtms^ 
is about to deliver the exhilarating invitation, (St« Matthew, 
chap. XXV,) '< Con^e, ye hlessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom, &c. For I was an hungered, and. ye gave me nieatt 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink, a stranger, and ye took me -in, 
naked, and ye clothed me, sick> and ye visited me, in {nrisony 
and ye came unto me." I would ^k^ which of the antece* 
deiit persons would the Judge address the above language to ? 
I anticipate your answer. Undoubtedly the pJiUatUli'opitim 
That man must be either a knave or a fool, who can suppose 
that God would tella notorious falsehood, by applying it to 
the indolent, inactive professor. The address applicable to 
them is, Go, ye cursed, &c. Is it not truly astonishing, that 
many indolent, and at the same time pompous professors of 
religion, can read the above passage and not feel interested 
therein ; though they live in the habitual neglect of the^ 
social virtues, can spend their substance in the foolish deco* 
ration of their families, without appropriating one dollar per 
annum to the above purposes ; or visiting in Qiat period even 
onoo (except it is by accident) the sick, the prisoner, the 
fatherless, and: tht> widow ! Surely such people must be de* 
luded by the devU, not to ^ee the futility, of their punctuality 
in attending the means of grace, n^hile they neglect the mer^y 
and morality intended to be encouraged and promoted thereby <( 
I would not upon any account invalidate the mo^os of grace; 
it is our indispensable duty to attend them with reverence; 
they are of infinite advantage to the sincere inquirer after 
truth, and will be a witness against the nominal professor 
through eternity ; because they that know their Master^ 9 wiB 
and do it not^ will be beaten with many stripes. Religion does 
not consist in plain clothes and a sanctified countenance, 
which too many assume on Sunday and relinquish^ on Mon- 
day. Indeed, the body has no other share in religion, than 
merely to discover by actions the bent of the mind, not by 
gestures; for if I see a brother in want and will not relieve 
him, if it is in my power so to do, how can my soul be ani« 
mated with the love of God, or Christian philanthropy? It 
is impossible. But something more is lequirf^ fbau. flW^ 



d» extamil MlB of fBH er i Bg ; I mean Ifttemal, socml, and 
gjrmpajtfaetio ooamamgMkm. View th« Pharisees : who gave 
aknii move^ban the^tn^hb fbsted andprajred more than they? 
w1k> ttilended the oatwaidofdinances of God more than they ? 
and yet Gfarisst haff expressly inibrmed us, that unless our 
cighteeusiMSi^ eiBoeeds^ theirs, we shall never inherit eternal 
We* WeH: might' he say, inany art called by my name, but 
fem are chtam imilstm'ft of my dmne philanthropy. But 
why Deed^'I bring fMrwaid: the aneient* Pharisees to prove the 
force of my sM^gmnents ? The M&hometans themselves are 
as eicsmplaqr 'in the outward ceremohite of religion, as any 
peopie : for iflstanee, there are no less thatV five stated times 
of prayer in the twenty^four hoUrs, alf of which are fixed as 
iadispiNnaUe, and the fervency of their prayers exceeds even 
t^eir fipeqaency. When the notification for prayer is heard, 
(wiMcb is geiieraliy by the tolling of a' bell,) the true Maho« 
melAn, let'him be wliere, or doing what' he will, whether in 
bis shop, oftthe-Toad, in the market, or even walking through 
thecmire^ instantly falls down on his knees and worships,' 
by lepeatiog his periodical prayers. Bven charity, that glo. 
risusi dectrine I am endeavouring to vindicate, as well as 
inealeute^ is enjoined by the Koran, under the most terrific 
deouftciatioBtf of Drrine veng^toce in case of n^etect ; and no 
bMrnds ere set to religious hospitality and libendity. Hence, 
•QiBeigdod Mnssehnen give half their property to the poor, 
na^f'SCMiie gii^ull and live themselves upon altiis; because 
poverty is no where respect^ so much as among the Turks. 
Abstioeace is 'also particuterly enjoined aS a religibus duty 
amoBig them, especially in the month of Ramadan, during 
which they-^crithilr eat, drink, sle^ nor converse with their 
wivev, ficom stm^iM till the stars appear in the evening ; and 
they are punished 'With de&Ul wh6 break this fast. If, there- 
fore, the formaline of religion entitle sectarians to an inher- 
itance ineomiptible, though they are destitute of the internal 
fniit of the spirit, surely the Mahometan will staiid a better 
chance fyt heaVen thtm the hikewarm nominal profei»or of 
Christianity; inasmnch as the apparent devotion of the one 
is more warm, energetic, and consistent than that of the other. 
It astonishes me to reflect, that any man of common sense 
does not at once see how preposterous it is to profess religion, 
sad nm pcaettcaily feel ibr tib^ mismes of the human family. 
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Even Jeariiig religion out of the ijpiestion, can he be a man 

(I will not say a Chnstian) who is destitute of humanity ? It 
is impossible ! He is a moi^ter in the shape of a man. Can 
we be so unreasonable as to suppi^se, that God will hear the 
prayers of the person who e^utteth up his bowela of oompaa. ^ 
sion against his brother? God could abundantly enrich 
every individual of the human race without impoverishing 
himself; but it is his wiU to try the poor, by suffering them 
to be such, and in order to send them to the rich man's door» 
to prove to him in time, as well as in etemityy what kind of 
a soul he possesses ; and I may add, the sons and daughters o£ 
misfortune are especially ordered by Providence to stand in 
the path of the professors of. religion, to prove to them the 
steril or the sterling value of their piety, for God knows it 
already; but it is his will that they should know it aiao, 
before it is eternally too late for remedy. Witness the con- 
duct of the Levite and the priest, who beheld with the side 
fiance of inhumanity the man who fell among the thieves; 
wDl be bold to say, the devil had as much real philanthropy 
as these two unfeeling devotees, and if the person who acta 
in the same manner is not wilfully blind, he would at once 
see that he is no better in the sight of that God, who is the. 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. But admittiii^ our liber- 
ality knows, no bounds, yet there is no room for vanity or 
venality, because we are only liberal with what we are merely 
intrusted with, for the express purpose of feeding the poor, 
clothing the naked, dec. But, says one, **l cannot afford to 
bestow charity ; moreover, there is sufficient provision made 
for the poor in our country already." I answer, the furniture 
in your houses, the superfluous and absurd appendages on your 
children, the luxury of your tables, all wUl rise up to give 
you the lie, as it respects the first excuse ; and the poor 
families, wretched individuals, and souls perudiing for lac^ of 
knowledge, in miserable hovels, and in diflfbrent parts of your , 
town or neighbourhood, give you the lie in form as it respects 
the second subterfuge. . Tou may depend upon it, these tri. 
fling excuses will not do in the day of judgment, when ^ 
even the righteous man, u e. the real charitable Christian, . 
shall scarcely he saved, and *' when consternation shall turn 
even the good man pale." 

We will suppose a professor of religion is worth eight hu^* 
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dreddbllan per amrain, and four hundred dollars will support 
him acd his femily in a comfortable and decent manner ; we 
will suppose he reserves one hundred dollars a year for ex- 
triaordinary emei*gencies, such as sickness or bodily imbecil- 
ity. Three hundred dollars therefore remain unappropriated, 
which may be of infinite benefit or injury to the owner, 
his ^unily, and his neighbours. If he employs it in promot- 
ing the temporal or spiritual good of the poor, he lays up a 
treasure in Heaven, which will be eternally accumulating 
interest, and will produce the most exquisitely tender and 
pleasurable flings in the human breast, even in this life, 
paramount to all the imaginary and delusive gratifications of 
the epicure, the sensualist, or the miser. But a contrary 
line of conduct will not only counteract the will of God, by 
rendering- that useless which he intended for a blessing to his 
creatures, but will be much worse than useless ; it will be 
sendered extremely pernicious, for the following reasons : it 
is sacrificed at the shrine of Satan ; it is constituted his aux- 
iliary to corrupt mankind ; it is spent to support wrong tem- 
pers, bad habits, and evil desires, which eventuate in man's 
perdition. It iB^as not the righteous, (I again repeat,) but 
sinners Jesus came to save. Yes, Jesus came to seek and 
to save that which was lost, and his language to his faithful 
followers ia, Go ye and do likewise. ^For another excuse, the 
selfish Christian will" say, «« You had better attend to your 
other duties of religion, and particularly to the means of grace 
more regularly, before you attend to charitable associations." 
I would in return ask, for what purpose was the means of 
grace instituted ? 1 answer j for the express purpose of stim- 
ulftting to the conscientious fulfilment of all' social and sym. 
paretic, filial and fraternal virtues. If, therefore, they do 
not answer this salutary purpose, they are of no utility, except 
it is to keep people out of present mischief. Would it not 
be ridiculous for a soldier to spend all his time in learning 
his manual exercise, while his comrades were fighting the 
enemies of his country; or a mariner to spend all his mo. 
roents in the harbour, preparing his vessel for her voyage, 
without ever attempting to proceed to sea ? Equally as ridi- 
culous is it, to be scrupulous in flie performance of the cere- 
monial duties of religion, while we neglect to practise charity ; 
to do as w€^ as say, to watch as well as pray, and to pity 
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and relieve God's poor from d«y te4ay«i« imitoti«i l^Ji 
We can give nothnif but what has giaciomiy been bestowed 
^ upon us ; and ^ it is more blessed to give than to receive.'' 
' Do we mean lo insuk the God we won£ip» by.entreatiiis hinU 
to bless and relieve the poor, the sick* and the afflicted, the 
fatherless and widow, this stranger and prisoner, and at Uie 
same time, not only neglect to perform these social and synu 
pathetic duties in our own persons, hut even oppose those de* 
slrous of literally ful£Uing the petitions continually ascending 
every Sabbath from every ChristiaB church. When yoii pray 
to the Almighty to << Deleod and provide for the poor and the 
needy, and all that are desolate and oppressed," whom do you 
expect he will send to neUeve and provide for these children 
of affliction? You cannot expect he wiU amd the devil, 
neither his mortal nor immortal auxiliaries; nor can we 
suppose that God will send his angels from heaven to fMX 
the duties of philanthropy, (though it would be their highest 
ambition to do it,) at least while he has sons and servants (or 
if you please saints) on earth f and these who are indeed Ms 
saints take supreme delight in obeying his mandates in this 
respect, while his professional votaries will make a thousand 
excuses to avoid the charitable duties of religion* In short, 
religion without phUaathropy is the reUgion qf HeU. But 
there is another hackneyed excuse which wiU be used by the 
uncharitable. They will say, we cannot relieve that stranrar. 
because he may be an impostor ; nor that beggaiv for it will 
be an encouragement to their fraternity ; nor that man whose 
house has been recently burned,, because he may be a bad^ 
man : nor will we encourage, the Benevc^nt Society, because 
they will peradventure relieve such vile -wretches. And I 
would ask, if they do, is it not what God does every day, by 
letting his sun shine upon the evil- and the good? If €rod 
acted towards such persons as they act to their fellow^crea- 
turea, how soon would they be swept from the &ce of the 
earth. We shbuld carefully reUeve the stranger, lest we 
jshould not see him again in .this workl, and refieve all the ' 
poor we see, either with food, clothes or money, (or even a 
sympathetic tear,) as our prudence may direct.; and thus 
imitate God, who sendeth rain on the just and unjust. 

A sick bed will preacti a more useful and salutary sermon, 
than a thousand divines put together* b itmt landaUe for 
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ChrisdanB to join together^ to provoke each other to love and 
good works 7 I have visited more persons in affliction in one 
day, while I belonged to the Hospitable Society, than I did 
for six years, when I did not belong to it ; and if I visited any 
in tbat six years, it was merely by accident. 

Women are always considered more tender hearted than 
our sex ; in them the milk of human kindness flows copiously. 
I would ask, can any thing exalt the character of a woman 
so much as a compassionate, sympathetic disposition ? Do 
not the tears of pity, which steal from the eyes and trickle 
down the ruddy or the pallid cheeks of the gentle philanthro- 
pist, for the woes of a child of misfortune, appear more bril- 
liant, and render her more intrinsically valuable, than all the 
jewels and flowers of gold which ever glittered on the robes 
of royal or imperial coquets ? 

The trust reposed in mothers by the Almighty, is of the 
first magnitude ; and you are bound by the most sacred obli- 
gationd, to bring your children up in the nurture and admoni* 
tion of the Lord, by inculcating the precepts o^ humanity and 
mercy upon their juvenile minds, from their earliest age. It 
is a maxim with our sex, and a tyrannical maxim it is, **That 
women are only to be seen, not heard." Is not such usurpa- 
tion commensurate with Turkish barbarity ? Surely no wo- 
man of sense and discernment, can submit to such innovation. 
They should vindicate their native dignity, and assert the right 
with which the God of nature has endowed them. Are you 
not, as our sex, made in the image of God, and the candidates 
for immortality ? Are you not, therefore, called of him to 
improve your talents, to do good in your day and generation ? 
Will you then let the prejudice of education, the tyranny of 
custom, or the usurpation of our sex rob you of your crowns/ 
and bereave you of your celestial rewards in a coming world, 
which will be exactly commensurate with your personal, not 
hereditary labour of love ? In the Jewish synagogues, there 
were prophetesses, and in the primitive Christian church, 
there were deaconesses, who were particularly appointed to 
provide for the necessities of the poor : such was Phebe, men- 
tioned by St. Paul, Rom. chapter xvi. — Why then should 
women in modern times be rendered mere ciphers in the 
church of God ? Indeed, women are particularly, I may say, 
indispensably needful, in the antecedent charity ; as there are 

2 
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often fenaales brought to the brink of the grave, by certain 
maladies, which none but women should visit: at least it 
would be indelicate for even good men to visit them. Seeing, 
then, that the duty to which I call your most serious attention 
is of such importance, and of such a nature, that unless we 
attend to it in our own persons, (and not by proxy, while we 
can personally attend,) we must undoubtedly hear the Al- 
mighty Judge address us in these awful words : << Depart, ye 
cursed ! — For I was sick, and ye vislfed me not." And be 
assured, it will answer you no purpose then, that you punc- 
tually and perseveringly attended all the other means of grace 
in this world, if you neglect this im[>ortant duty. If you feel 
your judgments convinced of the necessity and utility of this 
duty, let not the impression wear off; which it assuredly 
will, if you neglect to practise the same with indefatigable 
assiduity. Periiaps you will say, even the most religious 
men, and ministers of the gospel, are criminally negligent in 
this part of their duty : we will therefore wait till they^how 
us the example. Nay, but I would rather advise you to show 
them the example, and let your philanthropy put them to the 
blush. An ingenious and generous citizen of Trenton in- 
formed me of the benevolence of a certain deist, named Rirk- 
.bride; and that it was a common saying that he did more 
acts of charity in one year, than all the ministers of the gos- 
pel in the Jersey put together. And I fear the observation 
is ^oo true. How different is the conduct of the present, and 
of the primitive ministers of religion ; or even the poet's 
" Village preacher :" 

'* A man be was to all tlie country dear ; 
And passing rich, with forty pounds a year* 
Remote from towns, he ran his godly race, 
Nor ei'er had changed, nor wished to change his place. 
For other aims his heart had leam'd to prize, 
More skill'd to raise the wretched than to rise. 
His house was known to all the vagrant train, 
He chid their wanderings, but reliev'd their pain. 
The long remembered beggar w^s his guest, 
Whose beard descending, swept his aged breast 
The ruin'd spendthrifl, now no longer proud, 
Claimed kindred there, and had his claims allow'd. 
The broken soldier kindlv bade to stay, 
Sat by the fire, and talk'd the night away. 
Wept o'er his wounds, or tales of sorrow done, 
Shoukler'd his cratch, and show'd how fields were won. 
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Pleased with his guests, the good man leam'd to ffiam. 

And quite forgot their vices in Uieir wo : 

Careless their merits, or their faults to scan. 

His pity gave ere charity bc^n. 

Thus to relieve the wretchea was his pride, 

And e'en his failings lean'd to virtue's aide, 

But in his duty prompt at ev'ry call, 

He watch'd and wept, he prayM and felt for aU. 

And as the bird each fond endearment tries, 

To tempt its new-fledged ofispring to the skies. 

He tried each art, reprov'd each dull delay, 

Allur*d to briffhter worids^ and led the way. 

Beside the bed where parting life was laid. 

And sorrow, guilt, and pain by turns dismayed, 

The reverend champion stood. At his control 

Despair and anguish fled the struggting soul : 

Comfort came down, the trembling ^n^ck to raise, 

And his last &U'ring accents whisper'd praise.'' 

All are bound to fulfil the duties of philanthropy; both 
young and old, rich and poor, bond and free, learned and 
illiterate, those who can spare thousands, and those who can 
spare only two mites, or even a sympathetic tear. As Christ 
has positively declared, that he will deliver the subsequent 
address to his servants, word for word, it is impossible that 
he can apply it to any but those to whom it is applicable ; 
for surely we cannot suppose the source of truth can tell a 
palpable lie, in the presence of assemUed worlds, by saying, 
**' Come, ye blessed, for I was sick, and ye visited me ;" when 
in fact they lived in the total neglect of this benevolent duty, 
during their probationary state in this world. Though mil- 
lions of men believe that women have no souls, and conse- 
quently that they will not be received after death into im- 
mortal glory, yet I have reason to believe that the number 
of women who will be so happy as to attain this blessedness, 
will exceed the number o^ our sex, because they are more 
susceptible of social and sympathetic emotions, and conse- 
quently are more easily stimulated to fulfil the duties of phi- 
lanthropy. How super-eminently amiable is that woman, 
whose sympathies melt at human wo, and whose eyes shed 
pearls of transcendent lustre over the child of affliction ! This 
brings to mind the munificent and refined sensibility of Mrs. 
A****, (I mention the initials of her name with gratitude and 
veneration,) who visited my poor infant a few weeks ago in 
bis last siokness; when she entered the room, and looked 
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upon his languid face and glassy eyes, struck dumb with 
tender emotion-^ 

Compassion touch'd her pure pathetic soul, 
And down her cheek a tear spontaneous stole : 
Swift and more swift, unbidden sorrows rise, 
. And pearly drops roU'd from her radiant eyes ! 

She continued in this situation at least ten minutes, before 
she uttered even a monosyllable. Though she could not 
relieve the child, yet her benevolent solicitude proved a 
solace to my agonizing heart, and a cordial to my desponding 
mind. I fek as much gratitude for her unsolicited commis. 
oration, as if she.had presented me with five hundred dollars ; 
more particularly, as she was previously unacquainted with 
us. The child died a few days after. The above circum- 
stance, with my own feelings, proves to me that we may visit 
the sick with benefit, and alleviate the sufierings of the child- 
ren of affliction, even without administering pecuniary relief. 
Hence the poor Christian philanthropist can impart that whteh 
is better than silver or gold, — ^divine consolation. 

Next to the Hospitable or Benevolent Society, I think 
one might be established in each of our large cities and 
towns where they have not been already organized, of a dif- 
ferent description, yet of almost equal utility : I mean a 
Magdalen Society, to imitate the infinite beneficence and 
compassion of our dear and blessed Redeemer, manifested to 
Mary Magdalen. Though I in general despise and depre- 
cate riches, as being fatal to thousands of the human race, 
yet at this moment I wish from my heart that I was a rich 
* man, that I might by my purse, as well as my pen, lay the 
foundation of such an excellent and benevolent establish- 
ment, where it is not already laid. I wish, but, alas ! I 
wish in vain, that it was in my power to promote such a 
heavenly undertaking, and to enjoy the divine pleasure re- 
sulting to the, charitable hearts engaged therein. However, 
though 1 have neither silver nor gold, yet such as I have I 
freely give, in the name of my precious' and dearest Re- 
deemer ; and he, I am well assured, will accept the will for 
the deed. 

The rich libertine who refuses to contribute his propor- 
tion for this laudable purpose, is a mean, pitiful, unprincipled 
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viUaiti, and *<of all bad men th^ worst." I can with propri- 
ety claim, in the name of the wretched beings I wish to 
snatch from destruction eternal, the contributions of those 
miscreants who were the cause of their fall from virtue — 
who deceived them by the promises of marriage, and a thou* 
sand nameless and satanic arts. But the principled part of 
our sex I can only beg, entreat, and beseech, in the name of 
their own manhood, humanity, and siympathetic commisera- 
tion, to provide a reception for the penitent prostitutes who 
may return to virtue. At present, in most towns, no place 
is left for refuge, even to those who do repent. They are 
despised, avoided, and execrated by all, particularly their 
secret imitfitors. They look up to heaven, but it is shut 
against them, and no door on earth is open to receive them, 
except that of a brothel, as their nearest relatives turn their 
backs upon them. Many a female delinquent, afler being 
deluded, would turn with abhorrence from the pollution be- 
fore her, if any door were open to receive her ; but this is 
not the case, and consequently her situation is truly deplora* 
Me. She is first betrayed and ruined by our perfidious sex, 
and then driven to irretrievable misery and perdition by her 
own sex, many of whom would be as bad as herself if the 
same temptations were presented to them. Much might be 
•aid on this subject if delicacy would allow. However, the 
benevolent will anticipate more cogent arguments, suggested 
by their sympathetic hearts and refined sensibility. They 
are also referred to the <* Excellency of the Female Charac- 
ter," in a subsequent part of this work. 

The Nature and Design of the Hospitable Society, or 
Sick Man's Friend ; instituted for the relief and instruction 
of the sick poor in particular, and the distressed in general ; 
established in Philadelphia, Anno Doluini 1603. 

Though many public institutions and private associations 
for charitable and benevolent purposes* have already been 
established in this city, almost every corner presents nume- 
rous instances of human wretchedness and misery, spiritual 
as well as temporal. Under the impression of this melan- 
choly truth, a few of the friends of suffering humanity, actu- 
ated by the principles of Christian philanthropy, have united 
themselves into a society, each contributing according to his 

2* 



18 BEAUTIES OF PHILANTHROPY. 

ability, to relieve the stranger in particular, and in general 
all such as otherwise have no helper ; and not only to re- 
lieve the poor, bfut also to insiruct the ignorant, by dissemi- 
nating religious information, especially among the many 
profligate persons who reside in the suburbs and environs of 
the city, who seldom, if ever, hear the gospel where it is eta- 
tedly preached. 

Friends of humanity ! here is a noble undertaking, by em- 
barking in which you may have an opportunity of doiog 
good to the utmost extent of your power and will ; fulfilling 
one of the most essential duties of practical religion ; visit- 
ing, through your delegates, the widow, the fatherless, the 
stranger, and the friendless, in their various afflictions, with- 
out undergoing the inconvenience or danger of such an em- 
ployment in your own persons. 

To encourage this good work, the Saviour himself en- 
joins, humanity entreats, the divine law requires, and the 
wretchedness of your poor brethren, ehilidren of one common 
parent, loudly calls you. Acting agreeably to those ma^** 
ims of universal benevolence which you all profess to hold 
sacred, you will do honour to human nature in your own 
persons. ^ - 

Similar societies have been established in many principal 
cities of Europe, particularly London and Dublin,. the Aitility 
and success of which almost exceed belief. In the year 
1796 no less than fourteen hundred and seventy-one perr 
sons were relieved, many of them, it is hoped, to their ever- 
lasting comfort, by the Strangers' Friend Society, estab- 
lished by the people called Methodists, in Dublin. By the 
Benevolent Society in London, first patronised by the Rev. 
Johp Wesley, nineteen hundred and thirty afflicted persona 
were visited and relieved, in the different parishes in and 
near London. Out of the above number three hundred and 
nineteen died, of whom one hundred and ten, we trust, died 
happy in the Lord. Eighty-nine seemed very penitents 
Many who formerly walked not in the ways of religion, now 
happily walk in them, and are ornaments to their Christian 
profession. In relieving the above persons the society ex- 
pended almost seven hundred pounds sterling. 

Can the numerous professors of religion and humanity in 
this city be unwiUing to imitate the example of their Euro- 
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pean tNretbrea ia Buch Jtiudable attempts to relieve the neces. 
sities of their sufTering brethren of naaakind 1 Shall they 
not imitate them in the practice as well as the profession of 
religion 1 Does Heaven bestow upon them so many good 
thiDgSt temporal and spiritual, and can they indulge them- 
selves in a criminal inattention to one of the most important 
duties which the religion they profess enjoins ? Shall per- 
sons actuated merely by motives of humanity visit the father- 
less, and the viridow, and the friendless, and shall the friends 
of religion remain Unfeeling and Inactive ? God forbid ! 

All, therefore, who are friends of religion and humanity 
indeed, must patronise this work. Under their auspices may 
it increase and flourish ! 

" But whoso hath this world's goods, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowds of compassion from 
him, how dweUeth the love of God in him ?" 1 John, chap, 
iii. 17. 

Our society is not intended to interfere with other institu- 
tions or duties, stated or occasional. But supposing a case 
or cases occur in which we have no alternative, but either 
to forego the benefit we might derive from a social meeting, 
or neglect an opportynity of doing good to a fellow-creatupe 
m extreme wretchedness, temporal or spiritual ; we leave it 
to every w^ll-infbrmed Christian, nay, to every man of pub- 
lic spirit and common candour, to say which of the two duty 
and interest call upon us to do. We all know that the aw« 
ful day is speedily to com^, in which the Saviour and the 
Judge of the world will accost us thus : — << Depart from me» 
ye cursed ; for I was an hungered, And ye gave me no meat; 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye clothed me not ; I 
was sick, and ye visited me not .; I was i^ prison^ and ye 
came not unto me ;" or .thus : — <^Com^ ye blessed of n^ 
Father.; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat ; I 
was thirsty, and ye gaye me drink ; I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in ; nak^d, and ye clothed me ; I wad sick, and 
ye visited me ; I was in prison, and ye came unto me." 
How solemn the day ! how certain and how speedy its ap* 
proach \ how alarming, and at the same time how anima* 
ting the above passage ! how tremendous the sentence, De* 
|Kzr< / how endearing the invitatiop, CcMBe / 
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Is it possible that a rational man, professor or profane, 
can insult reason and common sense so far as to hope that 
the sovereign Judge will, in the presence of assembfed 
worlds, angelS) men, and devils, convened at his tremendous 
tribunal, declare a palpable falsehood ? Can the person who 
lives in the habitual neglect of the good works enjoined in 
this striking passage, expect his approbation ? It is impos- 
sible. What is the object of our society ? — to what are all 
our solicitations ultimately directed ? To a literal fulfilment 
of this interesting passage in the relief of the numerous chil- 
dren of misfortune. Cannot the poor cast in his mite ? 
Can he not, with tears of sympathetic pity, and words of 
consolation, at least endeavour to chase away the cause of 
human wo? Without any manner of doubt; and conse- 
quently the poor as well as the rich must secure the appro- 
bation of Heaven, or force the unwilling sentence, *^ De- * 
part," &c, from the lips of the dreadful Judge. 

Let us then do all the good we can to others, by adminis- 
tering to their wants and necessities, and thereby lay up a 
treasure in heaven, before our treasure on earth fails. This 
is to honour God with bur substance, and to make friends 
of the unrighteous mammon ; for ^ he that giveth to the poor, 
lendeth to the Lord." 

The distressed situation of some of the poor, few persons 
are acquainted with ; nor are they likely to be, while the 
suburbs, alleys, lanes, and even some of the streets in 
which they are found are sufficient, by their appearance, to 
deter many from passing through them ; and such is the ig. 
norance and wickedness of its inhabitants, that the visiters 
meet with frequent insults and abuse, though they come 
with relief to their fellow-creatures in these wretched 
abodes ! None but those who have been accustomed to visit ' 
them can any wise conceive the complicated misery, pover- 
ty, and affliction with which those within are surrounded, in 
rooms with shattered furniture, in tenements almost in ruins, 
and sometimes they are found lying on straw with a few 
rags to cover them. Oftentimes the visiters have found 
more than one family living together, if we may so call it, in 
a cold, damp abode, with no other furniture than two or 
three uncomfortable beds, which also served them for chairs 
and tables ; the fireplace being commoo to all, though ofien 
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, among the whole, they are not able to purchase a little fuel 
to keep themselves warm ; much less could spare any thing 
towards the relief of others, who perhaps lie on the next bed, 
almost expiring in extreme want, destitute of help ; and 
though it may be they sometimes thought of Grod, yet seldom 
heard his name spoken by those around them, but in cursing 
and swearing. 

Thus situated, let us not shut up our bowels of compassion 
from them, nor harden our hearts against them, though they 
may have despised the word of (rod, hated instruction, been 
given to idleness, or squandered their small earnings in drunk- 
enness, lived a wicked and debauched life, and by these 
means brought the present distress upon themselves, yet we 
must not say they deserve no pity ; but rather, like the good 
Samaritan, have compassion upon them, and pour oil and 
• wine into their wounds ; the Son of man himself came to 
seek and to save that which was lost. " They that are 
whole," saith he, ^ have no need of the physician, but they 
that are sick : I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance." .And it is certain there is no time more fit 
to bring the sinner to a sincere repentance or reformation of 
his past life, than when the Lord has broken his stubborn 
spirit, and softened his hard heart by severe afflictions. 
Man's extremity is God's opportunity; this is the time to 
cas^ our bread upon the waters — ^this is the time to sow the 
good seed ; and we have in many instances seen objects 
who, by the visitation of this benevolent institution, have 
been restored to health, plucked as brands from the burning, 
and are now, through mercy, enabled to praise God for those 
who, by his grace assisting, have been the instruments of 
their present happiness. 

Another class of poor claim our attention as much as 
those we have just mentioned. Their habitations may not 
present to our sight that scene of wretchedness, yet is their 
case truly distressing ; we mean those who, by honest in- 
dustry, support a numerous family by their daily labour, but 
being overtaken by sickness, means are stopped, trouble and 
difficulties have multiplied upon them, destitute of needful 
support themselves, their children crying for that bread they 
can no longer procure them, and they not knowing how, 
where, or to whom to apply for relief. 
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It may be said they should go to the bettering-house, or the 
alms-house. Some have done so, but as to others, their set- 
tlements have been at too great a distance ; and if they had 
been nearer, the weak and low condition to which they have 
been reduced by sickness, would probably have occasioned 
their death by a removal ; and the small pittance allowed by 
the overseers of the poor is found barely sufficient to pur- 
chase bread for a large family, much less to procure that 
nourishment a sick person requires. And there are others, 
who, having neither wife, children, relations, nor friends, be- 
ing strangers in the town, are frequently seized with the 
small. pox, or, it may be, a dangi^rous fever ; in this dismal 
situation, we find but few that are willing to approach them, 
or administer to their necessities. 

These are cases which really do exist, and of which we 
have been eye-witnesses. Many people who have thi^ 
world's goods in abundance, and have also benevolent dispo- 
sitions, would subscribe largely to this labour of love, were 
they but acquainted with these distressed ones, or could they 
conceive in a small degree the good which, through Divine 
assistance, has been done and is daily doing ; we should then 
be enabled to extend our relief to a far greater number of ob- 
jects, which, through our want of means, we are unable to 
assist. Some, we are persuaded, would even undertake the 
laborious task of visiters, were they once to feel that abund- 
ant peace and joy which God sheds abroad in the heart, upon 
finding themselves instruments in his hands of restoring a 
beloved husband, wife, parent, or child to their afflicted rela- 
tives, by the timely assistance unexpectedly brought them. 

In this Hospitable Society, the greatest care is taken that 
the contributions shall not be improperly applied ; the visit- 
ers are appointed by the president, and are judged to be men 
every way qualified to visit and instruct, those to whom they 
are sent ; they receive no emolument or salary from the 
society ; on the contrary, they not only employ every op- 
portunity they can in visiting the sick, but likewise subscribe 
as others, according to their ability ; and, moreover, they 
have frequently added to the relief sent, where the cases . 
have been particularly distressing, without, charging it to the 
society. 

The accounts are settled every Sunday morning) and the 
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committee meet to receive recommendatioDS and subscrip- 
tions, at which time every one is free to come and examine 
the books and inspect their accounts ; even those who are 
not subscribers have had admittance, and have been so well 
satisfied with their conduct, that they have contributed very 
liberally to its support. 

Thus have we endeavoured to lay before the humane and 
merciful the true plan upon which this society proceeds, both 
with respect to the instruction and relief of the ignorant and 
sick poor, and the care that is taken in the appointment of 
proper persons to distribute that relief in such a manner that 
the wished-for end may be fully attained. ^ 

We cannot act consistently with our belief in God and his 
attributes, or agreeably to the principles of religion, or even 
moral rectitude, unless we look upon each one of these ob. 
jects, not only as our fellow-creature, but as a child also of 
the same common Parent. Be kind, merciful, and tender, 
hearted towar4s them, knowing them to be possessed of the 
same feelings with ourselves, and created for the same gra- 
cious purposes ; for we imitate God most by making perpet- 
ual advances in mercy, fidelity, truth, and beneficence ; for 
so far as any reasonable creature acts upon a motive or prin- 
ciple of willing or promoting the happiness of others, so far 
does he, in a strict and proper sense, resemble God ; and to 
do this must be the duty of every person who loves and 
adores him as the true standard of all that is truly good and 
perfect. 

Rules of the Hospitable Society, 

I. There are to be four general meetings of the society 
annually, one of which is to be considered as the anniversa- 
ry — ^time and place to be determined by the visiting com- 
mittee, of which previous notice is to be publicly given. At 
each general meeting an apposite discourse is to be deliver- 
ed, exhibiting the utility and laudableness of this institution. 
On these occasions collections are to be made, and the most 
interesting transactions of the preceding year are to be re- 
cited, for the information of the subscribers in particular, and 
the public in general. At each general meeting ofHcers are 
to be elected. 

IL The society is to consist of a committee of visiters or 
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almoners, and all other subscribers. Out of the visiting com- 
mittee the president, secretary, and treasurer are to be cho- 
sen, if the president, secretary, or treasurer should wish to 
resign, the president is, by public notice, to call a meeting of 
the society, for the purpose of receiving their resignations. 
The secretary is to deliver in all books and papers belonging 
to the society. The treasurer is" to settle his accounts with 
two members, appointed by the committee. When their re- 
signations are accepted, their places are to be filled by the .- 
visiting committee out of their own body by ballot. It is also 
to be in the power of the committee to fill up any deficiencies 
in their own body which may be occasioned by death, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, and to increase or diminish their own 
number, as they may see cause ; as also to make all rules 
and regulations fi>r receiving and distributing the funds of the 
society, or otherwise necessary for the government of it. 

ni. The president is, ex officio, to preside in ail meetings 
of the society, or, in his absence, a chairman is to be ap- 
pointed pro tempore, to preserve order, state questions for 
discussion, declare the decision by vote, and, in case of an 
equal division of the members, to give the casting vote. 

IV. The secretary is to attend all meetings of the society, 
or, in his absence, the members present are to choose a sec- 
retary pro tempore. He is to keep a book, in which the 
names of the members and benefactors of the society, with 
the sums subscribed, are to be entered. He is to keep fair 
records of all transactions of the society, and notify all their 
general meetings, specifying time and place. He is, in an- 
other book, to keep minutes, make reports, and prepare 
statements of the funds of the society, and the manner in 
which they have been expended, to be laid before the gene- 
ral meetings. 

V. The treasurer is not only to keep a fair and regular 
account of all moneys belonging to the society, subscriptions, 
donations, and disbursements, but once every year to settle 
his accounts with a sub-committee, appointed by the visiting 
committee for that purpose ; his book at all times to be open 
for the inspection of the members. 

VI. The visiting committee is to consist of religious or 
moral characters, that they may be qualified to instruct the 
ignorant, comfort the affiicted, and inculcate the necessity of 
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repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in order ^at thej may find i^iritual benefit and comfort. It 
is also to be incumbent upon them to seek out and relieye, tc 
the utmost extent of their power, all persons afflicted in 
imnd, body, or estate, of every parly and nation, widioutdi». 
tinctioD, who may be in want oif assistance, temporal or spir- 
itual. It is also, in a particular manner, to be their duty to 
attend punctuaMy the irork-faouse, bettering-house, and hos- 
pital every Suaiay^ ^o instruct, exhort, and comfort the nu- 
merous sick of every description in their several wards, andl 
then catechise and teaCh the poor orphan children. 

Vn. The visifiing/cormnittee is to meet every Sunday 
morning, at nine o'clock, when they are to receive Aeir ap^ 
pointments from the president, and depart, in small bodies^ to 
search for or visit their suitaUe objects oi rdief. 

VIII. Women as wdll as men are to be admitted as sub^ 
scrtbers, and leh'gioas wcmen, on particular oecasioiis oi 
relieving females, to form part of the visiting committee ; 
and the transaciioiBa of the society are at all times to be open 
for the investigation of the members* 

DL Membm ; recommending objects of distress are to 
bring or send ^heir names, places of abode, and other cir* 
eumstanoes, in writing, that a visiter or viators may be ap. 
pmnted and prepared la visit them. 

> X. Elich of- the subscrtber» is to pay two cents per week, 
being twenty-six cents a quarter, or more, as his ciioumstancee 
8pd senile cf duty ^ay direct him. These suips are to be 
deposited inthe hands of the treasurer, together with all do- 
nations from non-subseribers, collections, &c. 

XI. Every member is to be at liberty, after giving previ* 
otts notice, to withdraw from the society, withcmt assigning 
any reason. 

The committee of visiters consisted of twelve [7] besides 
the president, of whom five made a <]uoram for ordinary bust, 
ness. In relieving the needy they were to prefer persons 
in the greatest distress. 

' The institution continued ibr three years, and effected 
much good. Hundreds of the sons and daughters of afflie. 
tion were every Sunday vinted and. relieved. 

8 
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«< A NBW law I leave you/' says eur deiur and Ueased R«« 
deemer, ^ that you love one another." St. John aUo aasertii 
that ^ if we say we love God^ and hate our hrethren, we are 
liars ;" again» Christ commands ua to *< be merciful, as our 
heavenly Father is merciful/' But the most beautiful, ap« 
propriate, and conclusive passage of scripture which I can 
select to prove the execn^on in wUch die un&eltng devotee 
is held by the glorious Saviour, is the paraMe of the cruel 
servant, Matt, zviii. How many professors of religion 
would pass by a child of affliction, when going to meeting, 
without feeling a particle of pity wdrmiog their firozen 
hearts, or a motion of philanthropy moving their inactive 
hands ; yet, if they neglect attending their social or sacra- 
mental meetings, they would feel conscious criminality ; but 
alas ! no sentiments, of regret or condemuation do they even 
anticipate for the neglect of the duties of humanity. We 
find, by investigating the actions of most men, tlu^ Uind 
self-love is the main-spring of not only aU their actions, but 
even all their virtues. 

Pure patriotism inspires the citizen to prefer the public 
good to ^ his own private interest, from the sole love of his 
country. In like manner pure philanthropy will stimulate ua 
to promote the good of our neighbour, though it may in aome 
measure be detrimental to self, mierely and purely from the 
force of our afiection for him. 

How many men can love nothing but what has, either neg^ 
atively or positively, some reference to themselves. If iSb 
amiable virtue under consideration is not admired for its in* 
trineie excellence, it will not be practised by man for the 
benefit of his neighbours. Nor will they do good from the 
pure love of good. Philanthropy, above all other virtues^ is 
amiable for itself; because, thraugh its iniuence alone, we 
are capacitated to fulfil that golden rule, ^ As you would that 
others should do to you, do ye even so to them." If we love 
it only for the good it may do us, we are not phiianthrDpie, 
but rather politic. . As it is unjust to love justice for the sake 
of reward, so, on the other hand, it is hypocrisy to love be- 
nevolence only fer the advantages it may procure us. - 

Selfishness, or self-love, intervenes in our intercourse with 
€rod as well as men. Many, very many of vhat are called 
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exemplary Christians, are too prone to love &e Almigbt]^ 
Pai:ent of good only for the finite participation of his bene* 
fits, as the Jews followed Christ for the loaves and fishes. 
It is of the first importance that men make a^ distinction in 
the present case. By neglecting this precaution, many, I 
doubt not, have gone to hellj when they expected they were 
going direct to heaven ; especially those who, to appearance, 
repented and got converted on a dying bed, or under the gal- 
lows. A drowning roan, if he cannot grasp a plank, wiH 
catch at a straw in his dying moments. We should not only 
love the Divine character for what he does for us, but for what 
he is in himself. For instance, we will suppose a great, a good, 
and powerful earthly monarch in our presence spreads hies* 
sings and favours around him ; he is the orphan's father, the 
widow's guardian, and the stranger's friend ; he is fbr ever 
Uessing knd for ever blessed ; in short, he is a true philan- 
thropist ; though I should not, in any sense, participate the 
plenitude of his Uberality, yet surely I could not help admi- 
ring his bounty and loving his person, as well as revering 
his character. But if I were an object of his solicitude, and 
enjoyed his benedictions, my gratitude and veneration would 
be changed to the most refined afiection. Wherefore, to love 
the immutable beneficence of Jehovah fbr its immense total- 
ity, is to love him for what we know of him, as well as what 
we feel of him. And this unsullied love, which I fear few 
know or care any thing about, dilates^ elevates, transports, 
and gives a kind of immensity to the soul, the magnitude, 
plenitude, and purity of which, language is not sufficiently 
copious to depicture. Where pure philanthropy is admitted 
to influence the actions of men, they perform noble deeds 
from noble motives ; real pleasure accompanies them — glory 
and immortality is before them ; but virtue, or the honour of 
God and happiness of man^i^ is alone their object : finally, 
they do good for the sole love of good, and in so doing they 
aim at resembling God ; consequently they please him, while 
he looks and sees his image stamped upon them, I mean his 
moral likeness, because in no sense can we resemble God so 
much as in philanthropy. And as an earthly father would 
delight to see his own image stamped upon his children, and 
be disgusted to see them in the likeness of a monster, so in 
like manner does God delight to see his creatures impressed 
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with bis own pbUaathropio jikeoess, ond not the iiiKlimii% 

the voracious, tbe selfish image of the devil. 

The reason of one individual's belief difTeriog from that of 
another, is according to the difference of their education; 
the prejudice of which is almost invincible. The nations of 
antiquity, as well as those of modem times, have adopted the 
most contrary notions respecting religion, diametricjally op. 
posite to each other ; yet, the inhabitants of ea<^ think they 
are correct, and condemn the others of unbeUe£ Grod could 
not possibly give us intelligence, without giving us liberty : 
an independent mind and freedom of will, are inseparably 
connected; destroy the one, and the other ceases; nor caa 
it, in the nature of things, any longer exist* It is equally 
evident, that God could not, without infiringing our liberty, 
have hindered us by force, from abusing it. He eshihili 
truth before our intellectual eyes, in so clear and transcend* 
ent a manner, that none but the wilfully blind can possibly 
mistake it. He displays his sovereign beauty and attractive 
charms, so that none but the ungenerous can help admiring 
theni ; he exhibits the infinitude of his Divine philanthropy 
to the indiscriminate view of saint and sinner, sage and savage^ 
leverend-men and lay-men ; so that none but the most un- 
grateful can help seeing, feeling, and adoring the saine. 

He has, in the plenitude of his liberality, provided a re- 
splendent palace, in a luxuriant garden, majestic and magni- 
ficent, for the accommodation of his intelligent creatures ; he 
has extended above us a canopy of the purest azure, spangled 
with golden stars ; he spreads around us curtains of fleecy 
silver, blended with crimson and variegated with a thousand 
tints; beneath our feet this terrestrial garden he has sprinkled 
with violets, damasked with roses, and carpeted with flowers 
intermingled with the gay verdure of spring ! The sun, in 
the centre of our sacred canopy, darts down his enlivening, 
exhilarating rays, tips the silver curtains of the sky with a 
golden gleam, and bids the warblers of each vernal grove 
aweU their various and harmonious notes, while the wood-land 
luonsters roar out their great Creator'^ praise. He finally 
makes the glowing buds to blossom, and the blushing fruit to 
ripen. Thus, our gracious Creator has plentifully and pro- 
fusely bestowed every blessing that can cheer the heart, and 
command the gratitude of man. Bat, alas ! the lords of the 
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creation too oftea not only degrade themselves below the 
brutes, but also introduce in the gardens and palaces, with 
which God has graciously accommodated them, human 
slaughter, undistinguished carnage, dying groans, instruments 
of torture, the dire machinery of hell, with which man pursues 
his brother^ thirsting for his speedy destruction, and never 
gives over the savage chase, till death delivers his helpless 
innocent victim from the ravages of his insatiate fury, his 
unrelenting despotism. Hence, cruel man has metamorphosed 
this sublime palace of God to a slaughter-house ; this su- 
preme and superlative garden to an hospital ; the abode of 
sickness^ sorrow and death. Thus, 

<' Man's inhamanity to man 
Makes countless thousands monm." 

Pure benevolence encircles all mankind in one kind em- 
brace ; and is not condensed, or circumscribed in the narrow 
circumference of self. Arise! immortal and immutable 
Architect of Nature ! dispel the lowering gloom of intellectual 
darkness which beclouds the mind, and destroy the malevo- 
lence which impregnates the heart of man. Hush to eternal 
silence the rude alarms of war ! and transfuse into our breasts 
the gentle, the mikl, the harmonizing, the Christianizing love 
of Gkni and man. l^ay the narrow dispositions, the contracted 
feelings, the bigoted aiid besotted understandings of all who 
call upon thy b^evolent name, but not in sincerity, may they 
be swallowed up by a diffusive, extensive, dilating, and in one 

word XnXTVSBBAL PHILAirCBSOFT. 

The benevolent or malevolent writer, not only benefits or 
injures his fellow-creatures in tiie present, but also in sue- 
eee<ting generations. The unhappy prostitution of genius 
is not confined to the giddy and the gay, the florid and vola- 
tile ; if great gifb are thtown away by such characters, for 
the attaiixnent of things which should be wholly indiflerent 
to them, it is what we may expect to result f^om the wrong 
.association of idb^ and an ill*gdvemed consciousness. But 
when we see men of talents, worth and distinction, become 
the slaves of pride and vanity, we lament their degeneracy 
with a mixtuce of pride and indignation. When we see a 

man of science oourtiog the plaudits of fools, and virtually 

8?> 
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jolicitiog the ooimneDdation of pedagogues, or the adulalieii 
of the great, we feel ashamed for such a one. 

Genius in him is genius in disgrace. 

How many excellent performances literally are mined, by 
this undue itching after praise. The author, instead of de* 
tiering his sentiments with brevity and simplicity, is oppressed 
with a foolish regard how to place his words, and arrange bis 
sentiments in the most elegant manner ; and while attending 
to the arrangement of words, he neglects the subject matter 
of his. performance ; hence, there is often to be found in the 
works of men of letters, an elaborate redundancy, without a 
particle of utility. By this means, they lose the kernel, while 
attempting to pdlish and beautify the surface of the shell. 
Thus, they fi>rego their capacity to accomplish great things, 
while attending to superficial trifles, by paying too much 
deference to themselves, and solicitude for commendatk>fi. 
It is certain, that when the primary object of the writer is to 
gain applause, the benefit of his readers must, of course, be 
finly a secondary consideration; be is, therefore^ offering 
iftcense at the shrine of vanity, with a witness, and gratifying 
his own selfish propensities, without disguise. The apostle 
phe of Christ to the scribes and Pharisees, is particulal'fy 
applicable to such : ^ Verily, tiiey have their reward f* and 
a wretched reward it is. 

Not one in a thousand of the pretended admirers of Homer, 
Virgil, Milton, or Shakspeare, could point out the beaUfieU 
of these authors ; they merely reverberate the opinion of jiidi. 
cious critics which reaches them. After a superficial in^s- 
tigation, they applaud their own tasle and disoemmeni, ofler a 
compliment to Uieir vanity, and .re-echo the praises of these 
authors through every grade and circle in society. Hence, 
the best pieces that have ever been written, have been for 
nufflbors of years destined, and sometimes consigiMd to obli- 
vion. Miserable, therefore, must that author Ns» vho expects 
or seeks no other reward bat in the bounty of public patron- 
age ; the boon is uncertain at best^ and if administered, is 
insignificant and sometimes destractive. How many hteraiy 
calumniators Bkake not only their tongues, but also their pens, 
the vehicles of scandal ! How many authors exert their utmoM 
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JAgBOuity to eomniit intelleettml morder ! How mean, how 
infamous, how dastardly it is for a man, cooHy and deliber. 
«it4y to ait di>wn in order to dianct, analyfte, and lacerato 
^e precioiia character of his fellow-travellers to the grave ! 
How frequently is delmctioa introduoed into all compattieSy 
Kdigious and pro&ae ; from the highest cirdes to the lowest, 
defamation fiiids entrance.— >Biit thdre is a peculiar contrast 
between the eoaodal of the voeiferoas and literary calumnia- 
tor. The slander of the tongue may he euppreseed, after it 
has hovered in the atmoephere of fashion a few days, but it 
is not so with the seandal propagated by the pen of the viciooe 
writer ; it is handed down to posterity with the vtctSm's nam^ 
the object of contempt. In 6rder to prove the deformity and 
ipjusttee of thin practiee^ pecoliar to too many authors, I 
may only ask* how would yon like to have yosr names han<M 
down to posterity, as the subject of animadversion and con- 
tempt? Why is it that authors, when in their studies, are 
ransacking their memories, and laying a contribution oh their 
talents, for what? for the mercenary purpose of ofl^ring in- 
cense at the Murine of despotism. What a pity it is, that such 
sycophants do not pay some attention to their compensa- 
tion, hundreds of years to come, as well as the momentary 
gratification of their envy, avarice or fame. Surely such a 
prudent consideration would have the salutary tendency of 
carrying the mercenary author's thoughts, not only to the 
profit and praise resulting from his performances, but also 
to the utiHty or injury, resulting to mankind from the same 
souree, afbr be himself is wrapped in the cold embraces of 
the tomb. 

There are many works extant, perfectly correct, as it re- 
spects the rules of composition, orthography, punctuation, 
^c ; yet, at the same time, they are as duU, useless, and 
super^cial performances, as ever disgraced the republic of 
letters ; and the reverse, as it respects many inaccurate and 
unmethodical, yet animated and useful works. 

A fine specimen of pure native eloquence, and a true pic 
ture of the fate of his whole tace, is seen in the pathetic and 
authentic speech of an Indian. 

" I appeal to any white man to say, if ever he entered 
Logan's calHn hungry, and he gave him no meat ; if ever he 
came cold and naked, and he clothed htm not. During the 
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last long and Uoody war, Logan remained ktte in his cabini 
an advocate for peace. 

** Such was my love for the whites, that my countrymen 
pointed as they passed by, and said, < Logan is the friend of 
white men.' I had even thought to have lived with you, had 
it not been for the injuries of one man. Colonel Cresap, the 
last spring, in cold blood, and unprovoked, murdered all the 
relations of Logan, not even sparing my women and children. 

** There runs not a drop of my blood in the veins of any 
living creature. This called on me for revenge. I have 
sought it, I have killed many. ' I have fully glutted my ven- 
geance. For my country I rejoice at the beams of peace ; 
but do not harbour a thought that mine is the joy of fear. 
LK)gan never felt fear. He will not turn on his heel to save 
his life. Who is there to mourn for Logan 1 Not one.'' 



THE IMPARTIALITY OF THE DEITY, 

VEOV 

"THE RIGHTS OF GOB." 



6<H>. Itas ^mated to-man the knowledge of a Supreme Ia« 
telligence, in (Nxler to win him to his own happiness; hut 
maD, from this simple sentiment, has manufactured a thousand 
religions, as inhuman as the priests by whom they are ad- 
ministered, who are continually teaching any thing but the 
art of being happy. .The earth every where produces abund« 
ance for man, while thoughtless, thankless man, every where 
waters that same earth with the tears and blood of man, un- 
happy man ! It is not nature, but man that is to be impeached 
with the miseries and ills of life. 

The powerful and affluent think that all are miserable who 
live out of the circumference of fashionable life ; but they 
themselves are the most miserable, because they counteract 
the laws of nature, and live in opposition, and not in subordi- 
nation to her dictates ; such persons have no relish but for 
vain delights, no sight but for shadows, no pleasure but in 
sensuality ; while they have no relish for God, they are total 
strangers to true pleasure, and their whole life is a miserable 
dream. They are in the midst of the superb works of God, 
and yet admire only their own grandeur. They ajre contin- 
ually fed (like the swine feeding upon acorns, who never 
know- nor care from whence they fall) by the liberal hand of 
the Creator, and yet they infringe his rights, and Counterfict 
his excellent laws. . Surely the oppressor thus acts ; and the 
just reaction of Providence repays him in his own coin. 
With the same measure he metes, it is measured unto him 
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again. Hie more men are oppressed, the more feeble and 
wretched are their oppressors ; for they produce misery, and 
misery produces murders, robberies, prostitution, rebellion 
and civil wars, which end in their ruin. , 

This re-action of evil is observable in the governments of 
modern, as well as of ancient times. We see even in the 
present day, governments judicially infatuated, which with 
long and steady strides, approach the brink of political anni- 
hilation. They do not remember, that the cause must be 
removed before the effects will cease. The world is filled 
with wretchedness and misery, which are the offspring of 
man's cruelty and oppression, and not the produce of nature. 
Man, who is weak, man, who stands on the brink of the 
grave, man, who is poor, who is nothing, has the temerity to 
impeach God with the fruits and effects of his own folly ; to 
show the inconsistency of which, I will transcribe a few ap- 
plicable lines from my tragical poem, <* Avenia." 

** Behold yon Christian hypocrites unjust. 

Full of rage, rapine, cruel^ and lust; 

T* enslave my sons, they propagate their sway. 

Join fraud to force, and bear the spoil away. 

Who, smooth of tongue, in purpose insincere. 

Hide fraud in smiles, while death is harbour'd there ; 

From tender husbands, weeping brides they tear. 

They proffer peace, yet wage unnat'ral war : 

Whilst still they hope we'll wink at their deceit. 

And call their villanies the crimes of fate. 

Unjust mankind, whose wilt's created free. 

Charge all their guilt on absolute decree : 

To God they pray, to him their sins translate, 

Their follies are miscall'd the crimes of fate. 

The Christian rulers in their ruin join. 

And truth is scom'd by all the perjured line ! 

Their crimes transcend all crimes since Noah's flood. 

Their guilty glories soon shall set in blood. 

They swear by heav'n, then spill their brother's gore ; 

Lo, view my creatures bleeding on the shore : 

Shall heav'n be false, because revenge is slow ! 

No, 'tis prepared to strike the fiercer blow : 

Sure is our justice. They shall feel their wo ! 
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The .digr.flhftll come» that great aveogipg day. 

When aU their honours in the dust SQalTlay : 

Ourself shall pour dire judgments on their land. 

Thus have we said, and what we^say shall stand. 

Their cruelty for justice daily cries. 

And draws reluctant vengeance from the skies ; 

Such hypocritic foes their toils shall know, 

And ev'ry hand shall work its share of wo. 

How av'rice fires their minds : ye heav'n bom train, 

Behold our sacred gospel preach'd in vain ; 

Behold us disobey'd ; what dire alarms 

Inflame their souls to slaughter, blood» and arms. 

Their dreadful end will wing its fatal way. 

Nor need their rage anticipate the day. 

L^t him who tempts me dread the dire abode, 

And know th' Almighty is a jealous God. 

Still they may charge on us their own oifencey 

And call their woes the crimes of Providence ; 

But they themselves their miseries create, 

They perish by their foUy, not their fate." 

In this world, virtue in some degree carries her reward in 
her bosom : contempt of covetousness ensures repose, tern* 
perance secures health, benevolence produces the most ex- 
quisite of all earthly delights, infinitely superior to the liber- 
tine's or the epicure's most sanguinary gratification. The 
first delight is divine, the last beastly and sensual ; humility 
begets assurance of safety, and removes fear, for the man 
cannot fall far, who is on a plain. The few, by fraud, job 
the many of their portion of the earth's blessings, till they 
are cloyed with super-abundance, and of course cannot enjoy 
what they possess ; while the poor suffer and die, for want 
of the necessaries of life. 

** Happy, thrice happy, would it have been for India, if it 
bad never been visited l^ the con^nercial tyrants of Europe." 
To relate the many instances of rapine, desolation, and in- 
justice, which a lust of gain has induced them to commit, 
would require many volumes. Let the following extract 
suffice. " Lord Cornwallis, in a letter dated 18th September, 
1789, had the following remarkable words: *I cjan safely 
affirm, that one third of the company's territory 114 Indostaii 
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ii now a jongte inbabited by w9d beaatST' and Colonel Dow, 
a Scotcb officer, who bad been long in India, and who wrote 
the histoij of Iiidostan, thus describes the effect of their bar. 
barity in diat unhappy country. "^The civil wars, to which 
our violent desire of creating nabobs gave rise, were attended 
with tragical events. Ben^ was depopulated by every spe- 
des of public distress. In the space of six years, half the 
great cities of this opulent kingdom were rendered desolate; 
the most fertile fields in tlie world laid waste ; and fiyetnU' 
Uom of harmless and industrious people were either killed or 
destroyed. Want of foresight became hlore fatal than innate 
barbarism ; and men found themselves wading through blood 
and ruin, when their only object was spoil.' This is the way 
some Christians preach the gospel to the Heathen !" 

The laws of nature are inverted by those of man. God 
supplies our wants in a thousand difi^rent ways, while man 
uses as many ways to destroy our comforts ; God commands 
even the forests to produce spontaneous fruits, for his crea- 
tures' inheritance ; the earth nourishing roots for their aliment, 
that we may learn from his kindness to us all, to be kind to 
one another. Alas ! no part of the brute creation is so cruel 
as man ! always either the victim or the tyrant of his fellow 
worms ; yet he alone, of all the creation, knows that God is 
great iti goodness, and good in greatness, and that his justice 
governs die world ; and that beneficence is the happiness of 
virtue, and that virtue exalts man to heaven. We see meii 
every where paying the homage due only to God, to theii^ 
kings and priests ; and as a just re.action, we see always 
those kings and priests, both oppressing them, as a punish, 
ment for their idolatry. "^ 

I have one desire, and that is to please God, byehdeavour. 
ihg to alleviate the miseries of his creatures. The censure 
of king-ridden and priest* ridden people, I calculate upon : 
Aey are their own greatest enemies ; how theti can I expect 
them to be my friends ? My happiness or unhappiness do^ 
not consist in the praise or dispraise of dying man, but in 
the approbation of the living God, who Jias spread a table 
for me, in the presence of mine enemies. His presence 
makes my sequestered enclosure a paradise ; in my beautiful 
flower gaJrden, methinks I could see a particle of the sovereign 
beauty, ill miniature. The expanding rose and tulip, wherein 
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tlurasBnds of ^pbemenl b^n^ participate the liberality of 
their Maker^ teaches rae a more profitable lesson, thaa all the 
Greek and Latin schoolmasters in the unirerse ; namely, that 
God supplies the wants of the most diminutive insects, and 
embraces the eoBcems of my circumscribed garden,- as well 
as the boundless garden of nature. If, then, his beneficence 
extends to the snmllest insect in my garden, can I for a mo- 
ment think he will forget Boe ? 

The chief evik of society, I am persuaded, arise from the 
wroi^ association «f ideas unoi^ the rich, who are imitated 
by the poor ; the rich aiie contimially seeking novelties to 
procure them pleasure, and in so doing, render themselves 
miserable ; and the poor ue «ftai equally miserable, for the 
want of those norelties, becauae they suppose, very impro- 
perly, that they in reality are productive of pleasure. Were 
it not for this, what pleased the poor man yesterday, woukl 
Ukewiae please him to*day; wliat was sufficient for his 
simple maintenance, woiAd always appear good and d^ 
■irable* Did the poor know the painful disquietude of the 
rich, they would ao doubt be contended, and of course happy. 
& what are called colleges, and other seminaries of learning, 
the foundation of the misery of thousands is laid ; the senti. 
ments inculcated in such pkbces, often in opposition, and not in 
subordination to the gospel, are as ambition is to humility. 

Ah 1 paradise is even on earth, for the delight of such 
wealthy men, to whom God has given the power of doing 
much good, if they would but improve the blessed opportu- 
nity, as they will most assuredly wi^ they had done when 
they find sickness seize, medicine faiU And the icy arms of 
death encircling them. I must confess, that the parsimoni* 
ous and tyrannical conduct of some distinguished professors 
of religion, has been a stumbling block to me. I associated 
with them, with a view of putting myself under the protection 
of virtue, because I found the word religion continually in 
their mouths ; but because I would not be a dependant par- 
tisan,. I was calumniated : however, their oppression and 
calumny has cured me of my bigotry, and sectarian predileo. 
tions ; their disorders, of which I have been the victim, have 
inspired me with the love of order ; and their defects have 
taught me to take my eyes from man, and look only to God 
for relief, for rest, for refiige. But I forgive thena fiom my 

4 
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heart, because I also . have had much forgiven ; and only 
lament, that the arbitrary few, in either church or stiCte, 
^ould have the power to oppress and persecute the compara- 
tively innooesit many. 

We too often find, in the works of clasfiical and clerical 
•authors, nothing but wrong premises, wrong conclusi<ms, and 
wrong association of ideas, with a super-abundant transcrip- 
tion of Latin and Greek quotations, which not one in a thou* 
sand can understand, and only taunt the reader's ignorance, 
and expose the author's vanity, and to men of sense will only 
pass for what they are worth. *< Let us look through nature 
up to nature's God," for miadulterated truth ; and take our 
eyes, and hearts from the selfish wmid, where truth is 
discarded, and interest is the order of the day, both among 
politicians and ecclesiastics; wh^re almost every sect eo. 
deavours to appropriate the promises and presence of God to 
their individual churches, to the exclusion of the rest of man- 
kind. Little do they think, that the temple of Jehovah is the 
universe ; his lamp, the sun ; his organ, the melodious voices 
of his saints, who love him ; his altar, the most humble heart. 
Unless the truth shall make us free, we never '< shall be free 
indeed." We were placed upon this earth to know, to love, 
and to obey the truth, to be grateful to God, and afiectionate 
to man ; for it is a fundamental law of nature, (hear it, ye 
cruel, unfeeling rich men,' and tremble at your approaching 
doom !) that the cruelty of man to his fellow.man, i^hall recoil 
upon himself, that no individual villain, or government of 
them, shall ever find their happiness in the misery of others. 
This one simple truth undermines the false hopes of millions 
of the great, the rich, the mighty and honourable of mankind. 
This sentiment will be grating to the feelings of many, who 
will no doubt hate me, because I tell them the truth. I am 
most earnestly desirous to do good to mankind ; I must, there- 
fi>re, calculate upon calumny and abuse from them ; but 
abuse or applause are synonymous terms with me, as I en- 
deavour to write so as to merit the approbation, not of man, 
but of my conscience and of God. 

I have learned by my own miseries, always to pity and 
relieve the miserable, and to look forward to death as a 
pleasing sleep, which will end them all* I sought truth with 
singleness of heart, and I did not seek it in vain ; and I have 
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learned, that in order to preserve it pure, it miMt be depoaited 
in a pure heart ; for when the eye is evil, the light within 
us is turned to darkness. Every good man finds an unerring 
guide and a faithful monitor in his heart, while it is single 
and full of gratitude ; he feels and finds Deity in his soul, 
both in power, intelligence and goodness. 

It was an easy thing for an artful, designing villain, in the 
early and solitary ages of the world, while the chief employ, 
ment of men was attending their flocks and cultivating their 
lands, to usurp authority over his neighbours, and to influence 
them by his false eloquence to relinquish their peaceable and 
profitable employments, and become a banditti to overcome 
a country, lay it under contribution, and enslave the defence- 
less and innocent inhabitants. It was also, an easy thing for 
this artful villain, when his power was established by multi. 
plied conquests, or rather robberies, to entitle himself the 
chief or king of his band, and consequently of 'his country. 
Thus, most assuredly, robbery was the foundation on which 
monarchy was originally built. 

" Proud Nimrod first the bloody chase began, 
A mighty hunter, and his prey was man. 

What in the first instance was considered the most cruel 
murder and robbery, in the following years was called con- 
quest, and the spoil a just acquisition ; hence the people who 
viewed the robber Nimrod, on the conunencement of his ca^ 
reer, with horror and detestation, in the following years view, 
ed the same Nimrod metamorphosed to a monarch, not only 
with cringing servility, but with sycophantic adulation, (I 
bad almost said adoration,) such is the servile, abject, hypo- 
critical nature of man. But we need not go to the early ages 
of the world to ascertain the origin of monarchy and aristoc- 
racy. The case of Bonaparte presents itself, to prove to a 
demonstration the villany of monarchy and the servility of 
man. Likewise Christophe, the negro emperor of St. Do- 
mingo, and (antipodes of Toussaint Louverture,) who has re- 
cently been metamorphosed from an obscure subaltern to a 
sable monarch. In order to account for the many bloody 
and brutal wars which have been the curse and disgrace of 
humanity from time immemorial, we have only to consider 
1m>w natorsl it was for these bands of robbeiiB» who paiceiled 



40 BfiAUTIfiB or PHILANTHROPr. 

<mt the earth among themselves, and called it their indhidu. 
al property, to quarrel with each other about dieir claims. 
Hence the chief robber or king commanded his creatures to 
go and murder and be murdered by those they never saw, 
and from whom they never received the least injury ; — ^whea 
their opponents view their hostile approach, they also " cry 
havoc, and let slip the dogs of war.** Hence the earth has 
so oflen been fattened with whole hecatombs of human be- 
ings, to gratify the pride, the ambition, the vanity of a few 
miscreants. 

Although my mind is impressed with far more interesting 
matter than that which is merely politic^al, I cannot, neverthe- 
less, forego suggesting a few thoughts on that subject, which 
may be instructive, although I have not the most distant ex- 
pectation of their being produdtive of general utility. Were 
kings and aristocrats to rob their fellow-mortals of their pro- 
perty, and spare their lives and liberty, the innovation woul^ 
not be so great ; but, alas ! this is not the ca^d. As a pun- 
ishment to the people for their servility and abject adoration 
of their cruel kings, and a just reaction of Providence for 
their usurpation and tyranny, we always find kings torturing 
kings, armies murdering armies, and robbers robbing rob- 
bers — the conqueror considering the conquered his property. 
Pugilists always require only an acknowledgment of being 
vanquished, on the part of the conquered, to restore harmony ; 
bat not so with kings. After they have murdered their thou- 
sands they enslave their tens of thousands, and doom their 
noUe as well as ignoble prisoners to torture or to death. Oh 
the perfection of villany ! the scenes of horror, the moun- 
tains of human carnage this wretched world groans undeiv 
which angds blush to behold ! 

There are many servile and sycophantic wretches, even 
in America, who plead the cause of kings and arbitrary pow- 
er, and apologize for their brutality, and even Ytn.re the inu 
pndence to bring forward the scriptures of troth to consoli- 
date their assertions. But this is only one instance in mii^ 
lions where man has become vain in his imagination, and has 
called sweet bitter, and bitter sweet ; put right for wrongs 
and wrong for right ; truth for error, and error for truth. 
Such men in kingdoms I pity, idtfaough I despise their priii- 
ei^s ; because §iepr«judi6e of edocatioii is so gnsa^ that it 
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is D«Et to impoapible to erase k from their minds, even, by 
the worst of tyranoy. But in republics, such men deserve to 
be cashiered ; because they have not the excuse o( ignorance 
to plead in their favour. Many religionists profess to be the 
ifriends of peace» and yet support with all their power gov* 
emments, or rather monarchs, who for a feather do plunge 
their fellow- worms into all the horrors of war. Surely this 
Jnconsistency exhibits a baseness of heart and hypocrisy of 
pretension which reason would shudder at and religion dis- 
own* So effectually has the tyranny and antiquity of ouft* 
torn domineered over the minds of even what are called re- 
ligious men, that it seems almost impossible to reform their 
.poUtical condition. Most men are afraid to think of, much 
less vindicate their natural rightsi ; hwiee we naay fairly con- 
clude that most. men in despotic governments do not think 
for themselves, and are, tbei^efore, under the influence of the 
prejudice of education, and not opinion ; and we cannot won- 
der at it, when, we remember that the object of tyrannicid 
governments — ^in order to stretch taxation to excesi^ and cir- 
cumvent the mouth of labour — ^is to plunge nations into all 
the horrors . of war, shackle the press, exhibit a great tHikow 
of grandeur and pomp, encourage such songs and toasts as 
are likely to enslave the mind and sufibcate reflection. From 
the government of Nimrod to that of Bonaparte or of Lamar, 
war, or rs^ther robbery, has been their trade, plunder their 
object, and personal aggrandisement their pursuit. .Hence 
the peace and tranquillity of millions of servile wretches hav^ 
from time immemctfiat, depended on the whim, the caprice, 
the pride^ eyen the nod of one arbitrary man. Let any pmr- 
son view the history of ancient times, and say if it is not « 
continued scene of war and bloodshed, murder and devasta- 
tion, human butchery and wickedness: surely,. then, he must 
be either a* rogue or a fool who will think or say that monar- 
chy was ordained by Heaven ; and, whoever he is, the Bifate 
gives him the lie in form. Althoi^h some people will pre- 
sume to assert from Scripture that monarchy was establishei 
by God himself, yet I can prove, by a few scriptural quota* 
tions, that their requiring a king was one of the most fatal 
sins the Jews ever committed, and was considered an in* 
fringement on the rights of God : Samuel, chap. xii. The 

cupse of iiKMiarcby is fMtgently deliaealedcio the reeoluto fa* 
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moiwtnuiee of the prophet Samuel, and fi>r a Kteral fulfifm^iftt 
of his -prophecy we have only to take the most superficial 
fiance at the faistories of the Jewish kings. The very' best 
of them, David the just, not only robbed one of his mo$t 
faithful servantB of his beautiful wife, but also, which was 
mafoki worse, bereaved him of his existence. Solomon the 
wise doomed 099 beautiftd woknen to perpetual celibacy, 
whom he called his wives and concubines : we will not in- 
elude ^ African, Pharaoh's daughter, his queen, among the 
aomber, as he was entitled to one wife by the laws of nature 
and o<Nnm<m sense, and only one. Manassa the penitent 
oaused the streets of Jerusalem to run down with innocent 
kmnan blood. Ahab the wieked, i|i conjunction with his 
wioked wife Jezebel, robbed one of his subjects of his pater. 
mii inheritance and his life. Herod the cruel put a great 
nany littie ehildttsn to death, merely to gratify iiis jealous 
mad barbarone <fi«position. I could mention many more in- 
•tanees of the vHlany of the Jewieh kings, and of the great 
injury tbey were to the Israelites. 

When the inie philanthropist views with his intellectual 
my>m the accumulated and coniplicated miseries of his fellow 
•areakures throughout this wretched world, he sickens at the 
ai^^ Through the cruelty of ambitious poiiticians, and the 
craft of interested priests, man, who was made little lower 
than the angels, is reduced far below the level of the brute 
ereation. Bad example, bad education, but, above all, bad 
l^ernment, is the radical cause of the miseries of man. If 
we ^ one moment cast our eyes to Europe, Asia, and Af- 
rica, we fiball view exhibitions of human wretchedness which 
would make a midnight robber melt into tears. 

Although nature is prolific, governments countera(:t her 
beneficence, and thus infringe the rights of the God of nature. 
For it is a lamentable fact, that in the most fertile countries 
tlKMsands of human beings suffer and die for want, owing to 
Uie prohibition and penid sanctions of cf^uel governments^ 
Fear is of course the predominant passion in despotic coun- 
tries ; puNiiilanimity supersedes independence, and nrnn relin- 
quishes his native (Hgnity. And yet in the United States 
there are miscreants who participate the blessings of liberty, 
and yet calumniate the only free government the ravages of 
have left' in 'tiie whole world ; and aCpplaod and 
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evMi ininMcattt the cause of the traitf(>rB and tyrants of man- 
kvpA — '[Minioii the tautology, I cannot refirauD fiom repeated^ 
•xpofiing such hase ingratitude and senrility. H^nce so much 
igDoraoce of man's natural rights, ignorance of the most de. 
atmctive nature, is prevalent in this world. Hence miHtons 
of human beings are more sensdess and serviie than fh^ 
beasts that peri^. Ignorance and cmelcy are seated upoii 
anperb thrones, while ignorance- and misery are sunkin^ 
stinking dunghills* A had goveraoMnt is not only an ifti> 
fiiBgement on the rights of God, but is also the scodrge d( 
man, and the curse of the whole earth. Imagination cahnOt 
eoneetve nor language express its fatality. And it i^-tfehl 
duty of every honest man, not corrupted by pohtitfid apdM^ 
«y, to warn his fellow eitixens of the danger and de^mMty 
efdespotismi 

The ground ovacuated 1^ 4he friends of liberty, tfnbttgli 
lassitude and indifierence, is instantly occupied l^ ^e Vofai 
cies of despotism ; and thus, by the lassitude of theontf pkity 
and the assiduity of the other, the bloody fla^ of dd^olttOi 
loo often surmounts the cap of liberty ; and* when oifcii ad 
aiistocratical or monarchical party gets a Arm fh6ting in H 
oouatT}'-, they cannot be conquer^ but by the mdeMrdll^eidftft 
straggles. The most resolute courage, unshaken patiidtistn, 
and unanimity of principle, can only make victory ito'such a 
•ase even possible* It is a thousand times easier to guati 
the avenues to the temple <^ liberty, than to expel' thcf'asiMi 
ants when once they have taken possession of it; 

In vdiat light must those poor, proud, capricfous animais 
(called kings or rulers) appear in the sight i^ €kid; Who hire 
out their subjects to murder and be murdered in th^ worst 
of causes, and lor the worst of paymasters, perfecdy regard* 
Isss^of the innocent blood that may be spil]ed,-or lives lost? 
yet- the middfte ranks of people are taught to belien^ that ititf 
sedition or rebellion against the powers that bo Oidained of 
God, to disapptobate the governments of stt^h kings ! They 
wish to hinder people even from thinking, but happily they 
have not that power ; people will think, and they may think 
of government as well as other things, partic^ularly as their 
lives and happiness depend upon it. But the insolence of 
aristocracy is not confined to the vSoob of govemmonts^— it 
'^ a}^ JoloMvMaJn tba cbmch, when one jwouU think ^ 
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people should appear ia a state oC>eqi^ity. I have seen the 
great man's pew iu the church of England, raised far above 
the others, lined with crimson vd vet, and furnished with cur- 
tains of silk and satin cushions. At the approach of , the 
wealthy booby may be seen th^ votaries of aristocracy, who 
hear the sacred name of God mentioned withindifierence, 
and bow with a cringing servility* Surely wealthy and not 
the blessed Redeemer, is the obje^ such mortals adore- The 
reason is obvious : being blinded by the god of this wodd, 
they see pleasure only in the enjoymeni of wealth ; hence 
many who have not wealth in their own possession to wor- 
ship, worship the wealth of those' who look with contempt 
upon them — I mean the rich — the affluent. Little do 
they think that wealth too often is the source of pain instead 
of pleasure. Most assuredly pleasure was. made for man, 
and man was made for pleastoe, and t\ua pleasure is only to 
be found in the practice of virtue. 

How often has. an expression of discontent at the .usurpa- 
tions of despotism (perhaps innocently spoken, when the 
tongue was loosened by wine) been the death-warrant of « 
man ! How often have the cavali^ been seen trampling the 
oppressed multitude under their feet, merely for the unpair- 
donaUe crime of begging a redress of their grievances ! How 
oflen have the poor been hung like dogs for stealing a few 
pence from the rich, while royal villains, right honouraUe 
robbers, and right reverend impostors were at the same time 
circumventing the mouth of lahour and robbing the pufaiie of 
millions ! Yet they pass on with impunity, solacing them, 
selves in extravagant plenty at the expense of honour, hon- 
esty, the tears of the orphan, and the groans of the oppress* 
ed. Hence man, who was made in ^. image of God, in 
most countries is as ignorant as the ass, and as servile as the 
spaniel dog ; consequently they sufier one of their own spe- 
cies to yoke them like an ox, and drive them like a horse ac 
customed to the harness, nor dare think, much less speak of 
liberty. 

*< But when the toil of each sad day is o'er, 
They sink to sleep, and wish to wake no more." 

What better than beasts of burden are Hessian mercena- 
lies and Russian soldiers ? Have they okhw rigfals, or as 
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many piiyileges ? The general's hone lives magnificetitly 
when compared to his subalterns ; yet, poor wretches, be* 
oatise they have a coarse coat, the colour of soarlet, and 
worsted epaulettes, of the siiape and colour of silver ones^ 
(hey think this a sufficient equivalent for both the loss of lifi» 
and liberty, and will bear kicking and caning with ike do- 
eHity of asses ; and will even assassinate- the man {oat inform 
of hini, which is the same) who in their presence invalidates 
their cruel oppressors. Hence all that truly ennobles human 
nature is extinguished in Europe, Asia, and Africa, where 
degenerate servile man is odious in his own eyes, and con^ 
temptible in the eyes of his tyrant. Alas ! this earth, ori- 
ginally a paradise, is metamorphosed, by oruel man, to a hell, 
die repository of despotism and death. How are tiie titles 
^ lord^ and ** most sacred majesty,'^ ^ the most high and 
mighty prince James," prostituted when applied to such vilb 
lains, t^ho deserve the gallows a ^oiisand times naore than 
the midnight robber ! Yet such feHows despise die virtuous 
poor, aiid consider tliem as ** the swinish multitude," aai 
seem to think the world was made for Uiem only. And yel^ 
ahis ! these same stupid slavish peo[^e gape with admiTatiott 
at the pompous parade, and apok>gize for the oppressive coni^ 
duct of their tyrtmts 1 One wookl think tibat maxAt wretches^ 
who kiss the foot that kicks them, deserve to be slaves ; hufe 
L say tkej ou^t to be pitied rather than reproached, because 
they are kept in gross ignorance from youth to age, and are 
amused and delu<kd by the tinsel of ro3ralty from their in*, 
fancy. Were the pe(^le in any kingdooi in Europe to hm 
illuminated as the good people of the United States happilyi 
are, the cap of liberty would soon surmount the Moody fkig 
of despotism. They woald then be eonvinoed that the cavak 
cades of aristocracy not only bereave them of their natuial 
fights, but insult their understandings likewise, or, i£ yoit 
please, add insok to injury, by exhibiting their own insigniik 
eance al the expense of their own industry. Alas ! a &ise 
opinion and a deleterious relish for the blaze of equipage, An 
tinsel of royalty, and military glory, have been the harbinger 
of death and destruction to miliions of the miserable and del 
luded sons of men. 

The vanity and pride of anstocracy, I wioukl silently and 
•orrowMly pity and despise, did il not produce wax^ etadl^ 
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and murder, and the chief miseries- of the poor. How maay, 
this veiy moment, are bewailing in the shades of obscurity, 
the unrelenting ravages of despotism! Hungry orphans^ 
weeping widows, violated virgins, and even the hoary head 
of unresisting age, are now calling upon death to deliver them 
from a world of wov produced, not by nature, but by man t 
They must worship those they despise, serve those they hate, 
kill those who never injured Uiem, wretches as miserable as 
themselves, and at last, prematurely die in the field of battle, 
forgotten by all, and regretted by none ; while aristocratical 
pride points the finger of scorn at misery produced by itself, 
and which it could, but would not alleviate. 

God, in the plenitude of his goodness, has scattered plenty, 
(especialJy in Europe and Asia,) over our globe* The lands 
which were flowing with milk and honey, are now drenched 
with the tears of hunger and distress ! The fields that waved 
with golden grain, are now sprinkled with human blood! 
The plains that were gay with flowers, and bright with ver» 
dure, are now the repositories of the bleached and neglected 
bones of wretched men ! You who 4oubt the correctness of 
the melanchdy [ncture I exhibit to your view, only cast the 
eyeB of your mind for a raortient on Africa, on the West 
Indies, on South America, on Russia, on Prussia, on Den* 
mark, on Norway, on Spain, finally on England, Ireland, and 
Scotland, as well as tli^ foreign settlements of the Dutch^ 
the Swedes, the French, and the English, all which places I 
have personally visited, and you will be constrained to ac< 
knowledge, that man has unparadised this earth, and reduced 
it literally to a slaughter-house. 

Christ and the simplicity of his mission, both his public and 
private conduct and discourses, from first to last, as well as 
his humble appearance in the world, all prove to a mathe. 
Hiatical certainty, with what sovereign contempt God views 
the power, the pageantry, and pride of monarchy and aristo- 
cracy. The chiefVobjects of his solicitude, were the poor and 
miserable ; and the primary objects of his animadversions, 
were the Jewish priesthood, as well as the Jewish aristocracy. 
I will just quote a few verses from the fourth chapter of Luke, 
to illustrate my assertions. 

'< And there was delivered unto him the book of the pro- 
{diet Esaias: and when he had opened the book, he found 
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the place where it was written, The spirit of the Ix»rd is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor, he hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to 
the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord. And he closed the book, 
and he gave it again to the minister and sat down : and the 
eyes of ail them that were in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. And he began to say unto them. This day is this scrip* 
ture. fulfilled in your ears, And all they in the synagogue^ 
when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, and 
rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the 
•hrow of the hill (whereon their city was built) that they might 
east him down headlong. But her passing through the midst 
of them, went his way." 

' Mark how the spirit of aristocracy opposed with unrelent- 
ing violence the blessed Redeemer ! and, doubtless, was he 
again to appear in some courts, and some superb churches, 
he would again meet with similar treatment. And in order 
to prove him a fanatic, or an impostor, they would again use 
the brief ailment of, ** Have any of the nobility or gentry 
(or the rulers and Pharisees) believed in him ?" And this 
alone would be sufficient to stagger the faith of the admirers 
of aristocracy, who would lick the dust which royal villains 
and right honourable knaves walk upon in order to court their 
favour ; yet these poor servile wretches are, in the eye oT 
aristocracy, no better than beasts of burden ; and yet they 
submit to be trampled under foot, by men aa weak and more 
wicked than themselves ; by men who are doomed, like them- 
selves, shortly to become the food of worms, in the silent 
grave. I will transcribe one passage more of sacred writ, 
to prove more forcibly in what contempt aristocrats are viewed 
by heaven, and in what high estimation those whom they 
despise and trample upon, are held by the Sovereign of the 
skies ; I mean the virtuous poor. 

" Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for the miseries 
that shall come upon you. Your riches are corrupted, and 
your garments are moth-eaten. Your gold and silver is can- 
kered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, 
and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped 
treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the 
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laboortrs who haw reaped dowa your fielda, which i» of yoa 
fcept back by frauds ciieth: and the cries of them which hw 
TeaMi are entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth, Ye 
hm oondeimied and kUled the just; ami he doth not resist 
you." Josiet, 6 : 1, 2, 8, 4, a, . 

The gospel was pure and powerfal, and its ministers zea^ 
oas Bud holy men, tiU it was introduced into the circles of 
Toyalty, by Gonstantiiie A© Ghreat ; and then, and not till then, 
wiwer and privities incompatible with the practice and pre- 
ceMs pf our adorable Saviour, were usurped by his foBowers : 
'Thea the gospel was reduced to a step4adder for ambitious 
pdiMans^ and became theknpleinent of destruction, and the 
inpoeent caase of war,* superstitwa and bigotry ; and I am 
!sorry %o say, it remains the same in many countries to the 
present moment. It is matter of amazement as well as k- 
wentatioa, that mankind shoukl suffer themselves thus to be 
hood-winked, dragooned, and imposed upon for so «»»y ®«f- 
toxies, and that so many la^ and mtolerant parsons should 
he able, with an arm of flesh, thus to degrade human nature, 
and inetemorphose a religion so pure and peaceable, to the 
demon of war and carnage ; and that they could contrive 
so lOTig to live upon the labours,, and trample upon the rights 
of their fellow creatures. All this has been, done, not by 
forces physical or moral, but by religious fraud. The cun- 
ning priests introduced ignorance fcwr knowledge, superstition 

m 

* It is paiiifiil even to think upon the enormities committed under the 
doak of religion ; and could we form an estimate of the lives l<wt in the 
ware and persecuddn^ of the Christian church alone we should find it 
nearly equal to the nuit^ of bohIb now eaistine in Europe. But it is 
peifaapa m m«cy to mankind that we are not able to calculate* with any 
accuracy, even this portion of human calamities. When Constantme 
ordered that the hierarchy should -assume the name of Christ, we are not 
to consider him as forming a new wea>on of destruction ; he only changed 
a name which had grown into disrepute, ai»d would sOTve the purpose no 
longer, for one that was gaining an extensive reputation ; it being built 
on a faith that was likely to meet the assent of a considerable portion of 
itiankind. The cold hearted cruelty of that monarches character, and his 
embracing die new doctrine with a temper hardened in the slaughter of 
bis relations, were omens unfavourable to the- future complexion of the 
iueraichy • though he had thus coupled it with a name that had hitherto 
been remarkable for its meekness and humility. This transaction haa 
therefore given colour to a scene of enormities, which may be regarded 
M nothing more than the genuine ofeprmg of the atiianee of Church ana 
Siaie. 



for reM^oTi, and a belief of their owft infantility for the lighl 
bf reason ; aird with these fatal auiciliaries, they did with the 
greatest facility infringe the rights of God. And this en- 
gine in all 4»)untrie8) and among almost all denominaiidns, 
hais enabled the reverend few to lord it over the oonsoieiices 
Msd piek the pockets of the cheated many ; oflen adding insult 
lo ifijury in the bargain. Let not therefore the inhabitants 
ef Christendom point the finger of scorn at the Asiatics, for 
worshipping theit Grand Lama, their Mahomet, and their 
Boramahs, and for sufiering themselves to be so fbolishly 
cheated oat of their liberty, reason, and common sense; 

I will here transcribe a passage from the writings of th^ 
Rev. David Simpson, a nobleman by nature. 

"The people of every age and country have an inaliena- 
Me right to choose their own ministers ; and no lung, no 
raiery no bisliop, no lord, no gentleman, no man, or body of 
men upon eai^h) has any just claim whatever, to dictate wha 
dhall admimster to them in the concerns of their salvation ; 
or to. say — ^You shall think this, believe that, worship here or 
abstain &om worshipping there. 

** For much more than a thousand years, the Christian 
world was a stranger to reKgidus liberty. Toleration was 
anknown till about a century ago. The clergy have always 
been uafriendiy to religious liberty : When the act of tolera- 
tion was obtained in king William's time, gtesX numbers of 
them were miich agaitist it :>-^but both the name and thing 
flore inconsistent witili the very nature of the gospel of Christ. 
f&f bave not F as much right to control you in your religious 
eoneeniB, as you have to Conti^cA me? To talk of tolerating 
wplies an authority ! He is a tyrant, a very pope, who 
f^sstends to «ny such thing% These matters will be better 
understood by and by. The whole Christian world lay iii 
darisness upon this ^uliject, fo^ many ages. Dr. Owen was 
tiieifirst who wrote in favour, of it, in the year 1648 — Milton 
fidloWed him^out the year 1638, in bisTreatiise of the Civil 
Bovner in Ecclesiastical CaQfl@s^ And the immorta) Locke 
^Boceeded with his golden Treiittse on Toleration, in 1699. 
But notwithstanding these, and mamy other works whi^h have 
since been written on the same 'subject, much still remains' 
te be done in- thisar country, ^oc^h we have had the honour 
of hemg aittdi]^' the first- of tho liaitions whic^ obtained a 

5 
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large portion of civil and reU^woa freedom^ othew «xe noir 
taking the l^act of us, on the rights of conscience. And it 
does not appear that ^e ever can be a thoroughly united and 
happy people, till every good subject enjoys equal civil pri* 
vilegesy without any regard to religious sects and opinions. 
If a man be a peacpabie, industrious, moral, and religiouB 
person, and an obedient subject to the civil government under 
which he lives, let his religious views of things be what they 
may, he seems to have a just. claim to the enjoyment of 
every office, privilege, and emolnm^at of that govemmeof. 
And till this i^ in fact the case, there never can be a settled 
state of things. There will be an eternal enmity between 
the governing and the governed ; an everlasUng struggle for 
superiority. Bi|t when every member of society eujoys equal 
privileges with his fellow members, the bone of contention is 
removed, and there is nothing for which they should any 
longer be at enmity. Equal and impartial liberty, equal pri^ 
vileges and emoluments, are or should be the birth-right of 
every member of civil society.; and it would be the glory of 
any government to bestow upon its serious and morally-acting 
citizens, their right without any regard to the sect or party 
to which they belong. Talents and integrity alone shouM 
\^ the indispensable requisite to recommend any man to the 
notice of people in power. This would makens an united 
and happy people." - 

I will not pretend to deny that any mistakes may havB 
attended the translators of the Bible in their researches t in- 
deed, there are some things mentioned in the Old Testament^ 
which, in my opinion, are mis-trandations. And thore are 
other things, perhaps, which savour of the political opiniooa 
of the translators. For instance, the m^n, who with a cringing 
servility, and fulsome adulation, entitled a poor, proud, petu- 
lant worm of the earth, with appellations only applioable to 
God, surely would flatter royalty with all lowliness, in their 
translation of the Bible. The men who entitled King James 
the << most high and mighty pnuoe James," or the most high 
prince James, or, if you please, the almighty prince James, 
all of which are synonymous terms, which the translators of 
the Bible most assuredly did; I- say, (or at least, I firmly 
believe) that such servile mortals woukl, is oider to comt fh# 
favour and smile of sufih.a pritioe^ make oeiiain parts of 
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Scriptiiie to savour of abai^iite monsrcby, and preach uncoil. 
ditiooal submissioD to the higher powers, on pain of eternal 
damnation. But leaving every other port of ScriptiJEre oat 
o€ the question^ the sermon of our high, and mighty, and I 
would add, glorious and graicioas Redeemer, is a sufficient 
light to direct our wandering feet into the path that leads to 
everlasting day, and tallies in every punctilio, with the senti- 
ments suggested in the book of creation. Even the fiimour 
politick writer, Thomas Paine, in his miserable theological 
work, entitled .the « Age of Reason," allows, that the morals 
inculcated by the gracious Redeemer, (blessed be his most 
holy name,) exceed any thing of the kind ever written by 
-the pen of man. 

The world would have been better, if neither Homer not 
Virgil had ever composed a line : the object of the first seems, 
to have been the encouragement of war and blood-iEdied, and 
the ofcgeet of the other, to flatter royalty vnAk a cringing ser- 
vility, and sycophantic adulation, and for which he was 
fluperUy re^nwrded by the Roman emperor Augustus. Could 
the Scriptmres be read in the languages in which they were 
written, and by those who were wdl versed in those lan- 
guageSf their beauty, excellency and impartiality would more 
fully appear. And as for commentators, they oflen, instead 
^ elucidating the sacred page^ cast a^ gloom over it, and it is 
frequently hcufder to understand their expositions, than thd 
things tbey attempt to expound. Hence some parts of ofSnf* 
ture ue involved in such obscurities, tiiat the aid of the Holy 
Spirit which dictated them, is indispensaMy necessaiy. Those 
therefore, who seek spiritual illumination finom commentaries^ 
or the books and sermons of coHqge mano&ctured clergy, 
men,^ exe often seeking the living among the dead. 

The spirit of God never leads a man to do a cruel act : 
but the spirit of the devil has stimulated men, in the name of 
God and religion to murder niillions of men ; at the same 
time asserting, that Scripture commanded, that reason allowed, 
and tradition stimulated them to mctirpate by fire and sword, 
so many of theur fellow: worms from the face of the earth? 
All this was the consequence of their rejecting the spirit of 
God, and obeying the evil spirit. 

Have not the Pagans persecuted the Papists? the Papists 
the Protestants? the Protestants the Presbyterians? thePjres- 



#— »■ 



6S l«AUTie« OF P^iLAHTHBOPr. 

bytemos tbe Baptiats ? tke Baptists the Qaak«» 1 and- 
here delicacy commands me to stop. The fact is, in most 
of the denominations that I know, there are popes, hishc^ 
and tyrannical dictators. We need not look only to Europe, 
to view a persecuting intolerant spirit ; In America it may 
also be seen in its dictatorial attitude, and with its arhitraiy 
appendages. I could give a tragical picture of the intoleraneo 
of a certoin denomination, whom one would think, foem ihmt 
origin, would be the last to stand forward in |Hipport of diis 
terrible auxiliary of hell, (I mean, ecclesiastical tyranny) 
which would cause the philanthropist to melt into teavs! In* 
deed, a persecuting spirit, in whatever form it may be assi. 
milated, whatever name it may assume, or wiiatever excuse 
it igaay pleads whether it is in miniature or magnitude is most 
assuredly a fatal auxiliary of hell ; the cuise and dis^rac^ 
of the human race. 

■ It seems that societies are as prone to degenerate as indi* 
viduals, and from the same cause, prosperity. Men can see 
their fellow-creatures oppressed, and applaud and justify the 
oppressor. But if happily they participate the same oppress 
sion, they sometimes do get their intdlectual eyes opened 
thereby : and then, and not till then, they will seek refuge in 
Gfod, and see the absurdity and servility of apologizing for, or 
vindicating the cause of the oppressor, to the destruction of 
the of^ressed, and the mist of ignorance once dissipated, can 
ne^^r be collected again* Let any impartial man read the 
Book of MartyrS) and he will see on the one hand, the cruelty 
of ecclesiastical tyrants, and on the other, the cringing ser- 
vihty of their adherents and flatterers ; and that cruel spirit 
by which they were influenced, I am soiry to say, is fer from 
being extirpated from this land of political liberty. I know 
many^high professors of religion who are devoid of mercy 
and common humanity; they cannot therefore, be led or 
influenced by the Spirit of truth. I will allow, a man may 
be a good man, and nurture diat good spirit, and yet, by 
we^dmess, unwatchfulness, or infirmity, deviate from the pathis 
of moral rectitude ; but if he errs one moment, he will repent 
with heart*felt sorrow the next, not for fear of hell, but from 
pure love to God ; but to be destitute of mercy, is to be a 
stranger to the experimental knowledge of the truth altogether. 
la not therefore, a humane barfoarian more estimable and amta- 
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He in the. sight of heaven, than a hard hearted and iDhmnan 
preacher of the gospel ? without doubt; 

St. Peter, was inclined to believe, as millioRs of profess- 
iag Christians now do, that God was partial to the Jews, in 
undue preference to all other naticMis, whom he considered 
as rejected by him. But God, in order to prove his impar- 
tiality as clear as a ray of light, convinced this good man, 
by a miraculous manifestatioD, that such sentiments were not 
agreeable to truth. As the narrative of Cornelius is so much 
to the point, and such a pontive proof of the force of my 
arguoMnts, I will humbly take the liberty to entreat the rea- 
der, to peruse the said narrative at his leisure, in Acts s:, 

1-— 35; 

Nothing can be more plain, than that this good man was 
led by the spirit of Christ, and participated the merits of his 
death ; although a heathen, and of course, a ikranger to the 
Jewish, as wefl aa Christian theology. And the same might 
be said of righteous Job, who feared God, and eschewed evil ; 
and was of course, led by the spirit of Chirist; for, without 
that good spirit, he could do no good^ negatively or positively. 

St. Pttttl is explicit on this subject. << For as many as have 
sinned wiUiout law, shall aWperish without law : and as many 
■s have sinned in the law, shall bo judged by the law. For 
not the hearers of the lav are just before God, but the doers 
of the law shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, which 
have no^ the law, do by nature the things contained in the 
law, these having not the law, are a law unto themselves : 
which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their 
conscience also bearing witness^ and tiieir thoughts the mean 
while accusing, or else excusing one another." Romans ii, 
12-— 15 Many of the- heathen philosophers, were sincere 
admirers of the Sovereign beauty. 

I would beg leave, in illustration, to transcribe a few sen. 
timents of three heathen philosophers, relative to the Supreme 
Being; the first of whom is Cicero. 

'< The great law imprinted in tile hearts of all men, is to 
love the public good, and the members of the common society 
as themselves^ This love of order is supreme justice, and 
this justice is amiable for its own sake. To love it only for 
the advantages it produces us, may be politic, but there is 
little of goodness in it. Tis the highest inj'istice, to love 
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justice only for the sake of reoompenfle. In a wo«d, the uni- 
versal, immutable and eternal law of all intelligent beings i« 
to promote the happiness of one another, like children of the 
same Father." He nett represents God to us a sovereign 
wisdom, from whose authority it is still more impracticabi» 
for intelligoBt natures to withdraw themselves, than it is fw 
corporeal ones. ''According to the opinion of the wisest 
and greatest men, (says ^oas philosopher) the law is not an 
invention of human understanding, or the arbitrary constitu^ 
tion of men, but flows from the eternd reason that governs 
the universe. The rape which Tarquin committed upon Lu. 
cretia, was not less criminal in its nature, because there was 
not at that time any written law at Rome against such B&ii. 
of violences. The tyeant was giulty of a breach of the sier. 
nal law, the obligation wh<»reof did not. commence from the 
time it was written, but from the moment it was made. Now 
its origin is as anoient as the divine, intellect : for the true, 
the primitive and the supxeme law is nothing else, but the 
sovereign reason of the great Jovow This law (says he, in 
another f^ace) is univ^sal, eternal, jmmutable. It do^ not 
vary according to times aod places. It is not diflfeuent .now 
from what it was formerly. The same insmortal law is a 
rule to all nations, because it has no author but the one > only 
God, who brought it forth and promuiged it." , Such wem 
the reasoniQgs of Cicero when he consulted natural lights, and 
was not carried away by a fondness of showing his wit, in 
defending the doctrine of the Sceptics. 

The next is Seneca, the. Stoic. He was Nero-si tutor,>and 
lived in an age when Christiauity was not in credit enough) 
to engage the heathens to bor,row any philosophical princiipiss 
from that source. " 'Tis of very little con^equen^, (says he) 
by what name you call the first nature, and the divine reason 
that |>resides. over the universe and fills all the parts of it. 
He is still the same God. He is called Jupiter Staler, not 
as historians say, because he stopped the Roman armies as 
they were flying, but because he is the constant support of 
all beings. They may call him Fat^, because he is the first 
. cause on which all others depend. We Stoics sometimes 
call him Father Bacchus, because he is the universal, light 
that animates nature : Hercules, because his power is invin* 
ciUe ; Mercury, because he is the eternal rc^g^on,, <^er. ^nd 
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wiisdom. You may give him as many names as you please, 
provided you allow but one sole principie, every where pre- 
sent*" 

Agreeably to Plato's notions, he considered the divine un- 
derstanding as comprehending in itself the model of all things, 
which he styles the immutable and almighty ideas. << Every 
workman, (says he) hath a model by which he forms hie 
work. It signifies nothing whether this model exists out- 
wardly and before his eyes, or be formed within him by the 
strength of his own genius : so God produces within himself 
that perfect model, which is the proportion, the order, 'and 
the beauty of all things. The ancients (says he in another 
place) did 'not think Jove such a being, as we represent him 
in the capitol, and in our other buildings. But by Jove* they 
meant the guardian and governor of the universe, the under- 
standing, and the mind, the master and the architect of this 
great machine. All names belong to him. You are not iii 
the wrong, if you call him Fate ; for he is the cause of causes, 
and every thing depends on him. Would you call him Pro- 
vidence ; you fall into no mistake, it is by his wisdom that 
this world is governed. Would you call him Nature : you 
would not offend in doing so : it is from him that all beings 
derive their origin; it is by him that they hve and breathe." 

There is no reading the works of Epictetus, of Arrian his 
disciple, and of Marcus Antoninus, without admiration. We 
find in them rules of moraUty worthy of Christianity. 

Socrates in particular, professed to be guided by an inward 
monitor, which he called his good Genius, (but which I call 
the good spirit of God) and though a heathen, was a martyr 
for the truth : and who dare say, Socrates is in hell ? I 
answer ; none but the presumptuous or ungenerous. 

I must confess, I am pointed in my animadversions, but 
they are only applicable to political and clerical impostors ; 
and those who are offended with me for exposing the villany 
of king.crafl and priest-craft, are their advocates, and of 
course enemies of man, and virtually infringe the rights of 
God. I do not exhibit any honest man, or set of men, to 
popular animadversion and contempt ; I only exhibit crimi- 
nals : let not the innocent, therefore, think that I implicate 
them ; 1 do not, I dare not do it. I believe there are good 
ministers and good people in every denomination, as well as 
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bad ones. I need not, I do not expect either affection or favour 
from lordly and crafty priests, or tyrannical and treacherous 
Isings or rulers, or from their father the devil ; and much less 
from priest-ridden, politician-ridden, or devil-ridden people. 
They remember to forget what I have so repeatedly and 
pointedly declared, to wit, ^ that no true minister of Christ, 
and no pure patriot, directly or indirectly, has any connection 
with my animadversions :" indeed, no people on earth do J 
so much love, admire and venerate as them. But although I 
admire virtue in church and in state, must I be calumniated 
because I expose villany ? 
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Wh£;ce is the inhabitant of the air, from the moth to the 
eagle, or of the sea, from the shrimp to the whale, or of the 
earth, from the mouse to the mammoth, that ever deviates 
from the laws of nature 1 I answer, not one, man only ex- 
cepted. Yet man is the lord of the creation ; in him are 
united both beauty and intelligence. He only can view the 
harmonies between each species of plants and of animals, 
and the utility of minerals and fossils.; he can, with his lens, 
see in a grain of sand a globe in miniature, and with his teU 
escope behold millions of globes in magnitude, on the milky 
way ; he. can measure the distances of the planets from each 
other ; and from the sun, the centre of the solar system, he 
can calculate the exact period that an eclipse will take place, 
even an age before the time, and not miss a minute in his 
calculation. He only, of all animals, can command fire, 
wind, and. water to obey him, the wild beasts to fear him, 
the tame ones to serve him. The vegetable as well as the 
animal creation is likewise subject to his dominion j he is 
sensible of these and innumerable other advantages, and yet, 
of all animals, he '13 the most ungrateful to the Divine Author 
of all his mercies ; he well knows that it is his duty to be 
kind to. others, as God is kind to him, yet of all monsters he 
is the most cruel ; he sees the harmonies, beauties, and ben- 
efits of this terrestrial globe, and enjoys the countless favours 
and blessings resulting from the variation and contrasts of 
the seasons,, yet scarce ever bows with grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the benevolent Being who supports him and the 
earth on which he crawls, as it were, in the palm of his be- 
nevolent hand. Spring crowns him with flowers, summer 
with yellow sheaves, autumn with purple fruit, and winter 
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with ventilating storms and healthful snow. The seas and 
lakes are stored with fish, the valleys with medicinal herh- 
age, the woodlands with spontaneous fruit, wine, oil, and 
honey, for the aliment of man. I have seen the wine taken 
from the lofty palm-tree, and drank it ; I have eaten the 
palm oil with rice, as also the wild honey, and various wild 
fruits have I gathered and participated in, in the forests of 
Africa, a land flowing with milk and honey, rendered so by 
the liberality of God, but metamorphosed to a (iUsmal dun. 
geon by the cruelty of man. 

When force begins^ free agency ends. What truth can be 
plainer than this ? yet who believes it ? I will add, if we 
are not free agents, but animal machines, without liberty or 
will, we cannot be rewardable for any virtue, or punishable 
for any vice. But it is necessary not only to see, but to 
obey the truth. As the good Spirit can and does hold up the 
light of truth before our intellectual eyes, but cannot see for 
us, so likewise, even if we do see the truth, we must obey it 
for ourselves ; he cannot do it for us ; the thing is impossible. 
God has made my mouth, but he cannot eat for me ; he has 
graciously formed my corporeal and intellectual eyes and ears, 
but he can neither hear nor see for me ; he has blessed me 
with reason, but he cannot reason for me ; if he did, the rea- 
soning would be his own, not mine. He does exhibit the 
natural light of Divine truth, before the intellectual eyes of 
every man that cometh into the world, sage and savage, 
Pagan and Christian, Turk and Jew, clergyman and layman. 

Though many Christians, so called, contend that it is im. 
possible for any but sectarian believers in the Gospel to enter 
the kingdom of heaven, I have found more hospitality among 
the savages of Africa, than I have among the greatest pro- 
fessors of religion in Europe or America, and that in the 
time of my greatest need. I would mention one instance : a 
certain adventure once put me in their power, and they knew 
me to be a slavedealer. My only food was the spontsuieous 
fruit of the forests, unless what they supplied, yet they never 
let me want. They had not sufficient food for themselves, 
yet they divided it without my solicitation. I have oflen 
asked Christians for a drink of water, and they would not 
give it : whereas savages have regaled me with palm wine, 
without asking it. 
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Who listened to^ and forthwith obeyed the spint of truth? 
I mean, the third person in the Holy Trinity, whose positive 
command^ to sage and savage, is ^ Love your neighbour, and 
learn from my kindness to you all, to be kind to one another ;'' 
Toussjlint and the good Samaritan, or our modem sectarians. 
Few have had a better opportunity to answer this interroga- 
tion than myself, as I have travelled by land and water hun- 
dreds of thousands of miles. To the Africans, I have been 
a deadly foe> yet they treated me as a friend ; to my Chris, 
tian cotemporaries I have "been a most ardent friend, yet they 
have treated me as a foe. The first have accommodated me 
in my extremity, even without solicitation, or any compens&. 
tion, with the best they possessed ; and the last have abso- 
lutely refused me a drink of cold water, when I was thirsty, 
though I humbly solicited for it.. This I declare is the truth, 
and I could particularize numerous anecdotes, connected with 
my experience^ to-elucidate and consolidate the above fa^t. 

I have been often astonished, in my extensive travels, to 
find so great a contrast in professors of Christianity, who 
had the word religion always playing upon their lips, and in 
Heathens, who did not even understand the etymology of the 
word. I have oflen wondered what was the cause, the simple 
unlettered children of nature imitated the author of nature in 
his most amiable diaracteristic, I mean benevolence, more 
than the sons of science and the daughters of polite literature ; 
and that savages, who never heard one sermon on charity, 
i^ould be more charitable than those who hear one hundred 
and four sermons every year. 

But what seems to me the greatest misfortune of 9II9 is the 
imfnobability of any person, who is a bigptted member of a 
i^orps or sect, ever listening to any other reascming but what 
is sanctioned and supported by his party ; hence, they are 
only aequainted with one side of the question, and conse- 
quently cannot give a candid and reasonable decision on any 
subject of importance. 

In the different corps or societies, philosophical, political, 
and religious, there are a diversity of opposite opinions, in* 
terests and hypotheses ; but in no party are opinions so dia- 
me*irically opposite, advanced and confuted, supported and 
^nsuredy as on the subject of revealed religion. MilUons of 
hooks have been written, and sermons preached by each 
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party, whkfh tended to destioy, instead of sappoitiHg^ trae 
religion ; I mean supreme gratitude to God, and correspond- 
ing affsetum to his creatares, both animal and hnman. But 
a contrast in opinion is not confined to religious eontroTer* 
sialists. In philosophy, also, wo often find a perfect contrast 
in opinion among its votaries ;. but happily this diversity of 
opinicm does not produce animosity^ hadred, calumny, the 
rack, the halter, the fire, the faggot, as it has done among 
religious controversialists, to the disgrace of all moral vktue, 
true reNgion, and even common humanity. 

I am firm in the opinion that our San, with its sev«i attend* 
ants, planets, and satellites, is but a small part of creation ; 
that each of the fixed stars are suns, the centm of systems, 
as extennve and magnificent as our own. Some thiidi they 
are Ikft inhabited ; I contend, fi-om analogy, that if a (&ninu« 
tive plant is pregnant with animal life, the hypothesis that 
the difierent enormous systems of creation are inhabited by 
beings capable of contemplating the sovereign beauty, and 
participating the benefits of the celestial architect, is cod« 
sistent with rtsason as'well as philosophy. Many naturalists 
ascribe the phenomenon of titles ebbing and fiowing to the 
laws of gravity, that is, to the attraction of the sun and moon 
on the equator ; but may not the phenomena of our (ides be 
afiected by the melting of the polar ices ? Our primary ob. 
ject, however, is to demonstrate by reasonable, as well as 
philosophical deductions, that God has made amph provisimi 
for the luxuriant acccnnmodation of all his creatures, both 
animal and human ; and if they are unhappy and miserable, 
it is man that has m^de them so. i have in my voyage to 
the bay of Honduras, and while sailing round divers desolate 
islands near the Spanish Maine, taken notice of the harmony 
and happiness that .appeared to exist between the difierent 
species of animals, of birds, and of reptiles. It appeared to 
me, th^t being delivered from the ravages of man, they en- 
joyed uninterrupted happiness. These islands I perceived 
were plentifoUy supplied with various trees, and herbage, and 
spontaneous fruits, for the plentiful support of quadrupeds 
which hiade them- their local residence, as well as for the 
itinerant amphibious animals that resorted thither, periodi- 
cally, for aliment -or slTelter,'or to deposite their eggs : finally, 
thither flew numerous species of bi^ds at the approach of 
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0tormflr and tempests, and found a secure asylum ; many of 
tbem were most beautiful to behold. Perhaps it will be 
li^owed that in warm climates, such as the bay of Honduras, 
all birds, animals, and insects, are plentifully provided with 
idi necessary aliment ; but it may be objected that nature is 
IM eqpially prolific in the cold northern latitudes, such as 
Norway and Russia^ As I have also, visited these countries, 
and others in the same latitude, I can easily answer this ob- 
jection. However, one Isimple geographical fact will be 
safficient to do it, vi2 : It is well known that no nation car-? 
des on a more extensive trade in peltry than the northern 
IKfgions, which chiefly supply the markets of all Europe. The 
fti^t is, that in no countries are birds and beasts, of various 
species, more abundant than in those cold climates ; such as 
wolves, white bears, elks, rein-deer, water fowls, heathcock% 
hares, foxes, ermines, beavers, martens, dec, dec ; but the 
fecundity of fishes is here superabundant: I have seen them 
taken up in buckets and baskets in Norway, they were so 
plentifiil, and in such shoals. There is a greater variety of 
specif, and each species are more numerous here than in 
(iny other part of the world. There are more herrings to be 
caught in these northern rivers and seas, than would supply 
all the inhabitants of Europe and America ; not to speak of 
&e sturgeon, cod, anchovies, mackarel, pike, salmon, sea-dogs, 
porpoises, sea-cows, whales, and many others too tedious to 
enumerate. But it will be objected that both birds and qua- 
drupeds sufier for aliment, and perish with the severity of the 
winter in the northern regions. To this Iwould answer, that 
the God of nature is equally careful in accommodating the 
animals of the northern regions with furs and long thick hair, 
which regularly grow in winter and fall ofiT in the sunomer : 
as he is in providing the animals of the southern hemisphere 
with thin hair, light and cool ; witness the Afi'ican lion, whose 
skin I have seen as sleek as a mole ; while the wolf of Si- 
beria is shaggy all over, even up to his eyes. But the gra- 
eious Creator, blessed be his holy name, is not only careful 
to cover their backs with fur, but he builds a house over their 
heads : witness the lofty and ever-green firs, whose spreading 
branches ward oflT the snow storm from the defenceless quad- 
rujpeds, and also preserves the moss in some places two feet 
thick for the aliment of the rein-deer, who, when the snow 
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covers it, are all stimulated by instinct to paw the snow airay 
and find a plentiful aliment, provided by their benevolent 
Creator through the severity of winter. In many plac^ee 
n^re has also provided abundance, not only of the soft and 
dry leaves of trees and moss, but a variety of spontaneoos 
fruits, which being laurrived at maturity, fall at the approach 
of winter : thus the kind King of heaven provides abiindantly 
a house, apparel, and luxuriant aliment for animals and in. 
sects in the northern as well as the southern latitudes. 

In warm latitudes nature provides volcanoes, thimder, tern* 
pests, and storms to ventilate the air, and to hinder the waters 
of lakes, rivers, and creeks, from becoming stagnated and 
putrid ; and where man has not acted in opposition to natoroi 
these are the most wholesome regions of the earth. 

The first thing that children learn when they go to iK^hool 
is, too often, cruelty. The pedagogue acts the t3rrant«— the 
children imitate him ; and when the school is dismissed, we 
too of\en see the elder children beating the younger ones, mr 
stimulating them to fight each other ; and if drunken or deli^ 
rious persons happen to pass when they come out of scho<4, 
you win assuredly see the scholars running after them, and 
pelting them with stones or mud. Such sights are not to bQ 
seen among savages. If you wish to make a child a h3rpo^ 
crite, you must first make him miserable; if you wish to 
make him cruel, or stupid, flagellation will do the business. . 

In all our schools, ambition is inculcated upon the juvenile 
mind, while humility is exploded ; and this error, I call th^ 
foundation stone o£ the miseries of Christendom. Hence, in 
all the ranks of civilized society, every one, is seeking to 
circumvent his neighbour, in order to accumulate riches, and 
thus gratify this spirit of ambition, and if one arose from thQ 
dead, he could not convince him of the folly, fatality, and 
futility of this passion, the natural offspring of a faulty and 
vain-glorious education. 

To the writings of Dr. Benjamin Rush, on Edu(»tion, I 
refer the philanthropist. Philadelphia and hei: medical faculty 
might well be proud of one of the greatest and best of men^ 
and when he died, I believe he lefl not his equal behind, at 
least not his superior in America. As a philosopher, phila&t 
thropist and physician, he is a worthy rival of Dr. Erasmus 
Parwin. . * 
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When I intellectually view Christian, as well as FagaH 
countries, and see one part of the human family exalted to 
demigods, and demagogues, and the other part degraded to 
heggars and beasts of burden ; the one part living in all man^ 
ner of extravagant sensuality, and the other part absolutely 
dying for virant of what the first traste, I naturally ask my. 
self, << why is this dreadful disorder permitted to derange and 
distress mankind? But I find an answer ready, namely; 
THEY ARE FREE AGENTS ! !" 

Among the species of lions, there U no Nero ; among the 
race of tigers there is no Caligula permitted to arise, and 
systematically tyrannise over the brute creation^: and where- 
fore ? Because they cure unlike man, who is airee agent; 
These voracious animals with all others of the camiverous 
kind, do not tyrannise, they instantaneously slay and eat their 
victims^ of course, end a day of happiness with a moment's 
pain. ' The utility of carnivorous animals will at once appear 
obvious, even to those philosophical unbelievers who wi^ to 
find fault with the infinitely wise economy of a gracious pro- 
vidence. Were it not for them, the earth would be covered, 
the air would be tainted, and the waters would be contami- 
nated with putrid carcasses of beasts, of birds, of fish. But 
the question recurs ; why was a Nero, a Caligula permitted 
to oppress and torment their species ? the answer is still at 
hand : They were produced by moral corruption in the peo- 
ple : for it is a fundamental truth, (though I well know that 
not one in a million will believe it such) that when an indivi- 
dual, a family, or a nation turn their backs on what Socrates 
used to call his good genius, upon their infallible dictator, 
conscience, upon* the obvious laws of nature, the dictates of 
reason, and the simple suggestions of common sense, th^ 
are ready to' become the votaries of every absurdity in religion 
and po]itics,:in theory and practice : and the vassals of every 
hypocritical priest and tyrannical potentate ; and if such ser- 
vUe'mortals find nothing but misery when they thus turn their 
' backs upon so kind a benefactor, is it not a just re-action for 
their base ingratitude to their best friend, and servility, or, if 
you please, loyalty to their Worst foe. Let any man, who 
doubts the atrthentidty of this assertion, read the histories of 
the Asiatic sultans, gmnd mc^uls, nabobs, grand lama, Brah- 
mins, priests of Juggernaut, 6cc, and then he will doubt no 
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inore.. Nero and Caligula were detestable tyranta, and tjioii. 
■and&k besides I, might mention, and not leave Solomon out of 
the number. Who made them men ? I answer, God. Who 
made them tyrants ? I answer men : servile, sycophantic^ 
bigoted men. Tlie Israelitish priesthood preached for pay, 
and divined for money. They also preached unconditional 
submission to their kings, which secured their sovereign and 
tyrannical authority ; and who was to blame t no doubt the 
people themselves : *^ niy people love to have it so," says God 
by Uie mouth of his . ^thful prophet Jeremiah. When the 
Romany were virtuous, they were free, for God was their 
defender, and no tyrant dared to infringe their rights: but 
alas ! when they became vicious, they also became an easy 
prey to evory enterprUing adventurer. God will help them 
that help themselves, and this assertion is elucidated in the 
fable of the wa^^ner and Jupiter, A bad population, like a 
bad tree, produces bad fruit Were it not for a host of para- 
sites, pensioners, piostitutes, spies, informers, flatterers, and 
the hangman at their head, Nero would have never reigned ; 
and were it not for a host of such tories and traitors, with 
pride and ambition at their bead, France would b^ now in 
£!i|rope what the United States would be in America, were 
it not for African Slavery. " A lesson to the oppressor, and 
a pMem to the oppressed.^^ Cursed ambition ! the bane of 
virgins and the bait of fools, has destroyed that beautiful 
country, which nature has made a paradise, and man has 
metamorphosed to a dungeon of despotism and desolation* 
When I recollect the commencement, the progress and the 
catastrophe of the French revolution, and the desperate con- 
sequences of its failure on the liberty, peace, and happiness 
of the European, population, my very heart almost weeps nlood. 
God gave the people of France a fair opportunity to assert 
their natural rights, and support their pohtical independence^ 
Yes, I will contend, that he gracioudy gave them a better 
chance than any other nation ever were blessed with : I will 
not except the enlightened and independent people of America, 
This God can do without acting incompatibly with his equita- 
\A& attributes ; but if he could lift them out of the sink of 
political prostitution, and religious fanaticism, and set them 
an. their feet, and enable the nation to staQd like a man, and 
DO longer crouch auid-i^ringe like a. beast, he certaii^ly could 
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tK>t Wallt for ^em, nor be grateM for tbem ; nor be a terror 
to the royal tyrant, and an asykiin to the degraded slave f&r 
ihem, God did his part, but they refused to do tfamr part. 
- ' IM^ reason fiur dwetting bo much upon our corrupt, though 
pq>ular mode of education, is this ; I conflider it the source 
£nHn whence proceeds all our misenee, hidividual^ domestic, 
asod national; which, if fiirtly described, a thousand volumes 
would not contain the dreadfid delineation. It is a certain 
&ct, that children may be taught by early education, any 
error or any truth, or indeed* any religion, manners and 
habits ; even though contrary to the laws of nature* 

How necessary then* is it to correct the present abomina^ 
Ue mode of educaten, and to eubstitute a better in its room ! 
b it not a sin that criea to heaven for vengeance^ against 
those nrho see the evU, and have it in their power to remedy 
it, and yet do not use diat power to remedy evils so fktal,iN> 
di«0adful> so profbudd? llie n^«l oak, when a twig,'nMEy 
<veceive any bend, and the bdek, when day, may receive any 
ioitm; so is.it with educating our youth. The first lesson 
taught by parents and preceptor, by example, is cniielty. 
Mr. Jeffersaa, says, ^children are imitative animals." The 
master at sdiool^ and the parent at home, with whip in han#, 
bodi act the tyrant* The children must therefore learn by 
Ihe sense of feeling, aa well as seeing. - The seeond lessen is 
ambiiion :- tlua is inculcated by threats, by fHNXBisefl^ by Class, 
teal advancement, and by the hope of a siher medal. 
• When civil and christian educati<m, so cafied, is such, is 
it not ab(»ninahle injustice to hang one man and imprison 
another, who only act accc^ding to the pnncifto dictated by 
&ia mode of society ? If the pces^ott system of education in 
the paxenl; of erime^ is it not the indispensaUeduty of those 
who havek in their power, to correct thie deleterioua mode^ 
and without delay? The man who has been fri«9tra(ed in 
his^ ambitious ammgemeiitil to make bis fortune by legal 
swindling, such aa fraud^l speculation, shavaig notes, enoi^: 
mous usury, the bankibg syslem pushed -to an extreme, dz;e^ 
^ ; so powerful' are tot npressioni^ and the prejudice of 
education, that he uses mdm^ laeana to accomplish bin 
object, by forgery^ by lobbery, by mcoder, dec. This is the 
cause of the premature and violent deaths of mai^ dioosands 
in Christendom^ eveiy yaar. I do contend, that there can be 

6* 
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no rwd happinaaii but wb«t ukinalely tends, ekfaer direotfy 
or iodqectlyy to promoto Uie happiaom of muikiiML If ti& 
is a fuodamental tntth, our prosoDt asd most per&et mode 
of civilized and ohriatiaiUBed aocietyt » eomipt, totally cor- 
rupt, to its very aoufce. Hence weeeeall nnks and gndea 
in civil society, in fuU pursuit nfior riehee which will enaJble 
Ihem to attain the hi^iesi pinnade of graodeur* Of courpey 
we see in cburclv and state, all people «id parties are. endear^ 
ouring to outvie each other in outward decorations and equip- 
agesy to the total neglect of the inward otmament of a pfailaa- 
thropic and patriotic heait. Yet «vwy body knows, because 
daily expmence demonstrates thct melandK^ly faet» that 
wealth ^thout cbarity» is misery most profeund. Mm wm 
ordained by nature, to progress from imbecility and igoonmee, 
to intolligenoe and social intereourse ; hut what is the ftel, 
as is relates to civil society? It is this; that man, so te 
from considering thai his individual happiness consists tn pr^ 
moting the happineas of his feUow^^cKeatures, of nail hinds, hia- 
dreds and icolorB ; he necessarily censiden^ hecauso he has 
been always ta«^ so, that his happiness eonsisiB net in 
virtue, nor in promoting the haf^pineaa of others ; baft rather 
in aocumiidati^g a fortume, building a palace, and outshinttig 
all others in elegance and splendor ! I am truly sorry I co»- 
Bot find Isaguage to depiotwe in proper colors, the memtmns 
of mischief and misery produc<sd, partieidarly in civil society, 
by this &ta4 deviation from the plain Umwb c^ natmre^ and tkim 
simple dictates of common senseu The order a£ natmoe is 
subvert^, and a curse attends the subversion ! Witness the 
palaces and prisons in «bristiaa cities ; the nboSea of extra*, 
vagant sensuality, and of went and misery ; one part fcAayioA 
with soper.a|>undanoe, and the otlier part literally peoeislmig 
with hunger ! The few ase seeking their happiness in vain 
show, in pomp and pnde, the foolish titles of royalty; and the 
useless tinsel of superstiti<m ; and in so 4Qing; lob tlm many 
of the necessaries of lifii, and -doom them to degradalicni^ 
starvati<NB, and desperation : and theq^ ixsooth, execute them 
by thousands, for Mag- what eocaety^colteotivety fimt teaches^ 
and then individually csMpels Ibsm to do. Religion, matrU 
mony, poiitics^ganius, the arts andscienoes, are all prostitoted 
to gain riches. And 4f one inteHqpsnt €kM of nature wifl 
refuse to go down with the general. ^canent of moral ^otmp^ 
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tioD, infamy; dograee, and povortyt ami be hi» pmtiMi. 
Was he wor& thouaaods this year* the next he would be a 
beggar. ^ 

. Indeed many of our boasted ]|aw8 are so absurd in their 
nature, and ao great an insult to coomiioo sense in their ten- 
dency, that the most ignorant of our own populatien cafiaot 
help seeing their injustice, their mighty pvefudice to the eon- 
trary notwithstandipg. How cruel, how ahsurd, hew wicked, 
to punish the crimes in manhood which we onwseiyeo incul- 
cated in infancy. What a dreadful outrage on common boa- 
esty, that the tender philaothiopisC who, by hk conduct, 
adorned human nature, should, for his virtue, be doomed 
himself to beggaiy, and his poor cbildnen oast aakmbs emeng 
wild beasts-r-carted to the poorh ouso tfiere eomipled, and 
soon after hui^g fi>r jiealing the value q£ a few shillin§B, whioh 
starvation perhaps compelled them to. While, en die^ other 
iiand, the fraudulent speGulator^ who» 6om sordid avarice, and 
not from want, robbed hia neighbours of milUona,. is first made 
a magis^ate, (for what won't mon^ make,) tfaM an alder- 
man, and laieitly, a chief justice, senator, or what not, who 
rides in his superb coach and four horses, whilst his philan- 
thropic neighbour, we have just meutioiied, is reduced to beg 
(propped on his staff and shaking as h^ goes) a morsel of 
bread, with a lame leg, a boogry bdly, and « breaking heart ; 
and bis poor children, O I dreadful thought ! are senteoeed to 
^xi ignominious. deaUi,. by this very jiklge^ who gained his 
wealth and weight, in a most corrupt society, by vice ; while 
the intelligent philanthropist is brought to starvation lor atb 
tending ^to the opposite virtue, and, of eomee, vioialing the 
wicked laws of Christianized aaan* Those who laugh at this 
true, though tragical d^neation, I would to heaven thef 
could be compelled to visit our prisons^ our poorhouses, and 
brothels, in America as Well as Earope, and examine indtvi- 
dually, their wretched inmates, relative to their misfortunes, 
their vices, and their ponnexiens ; their true and tragic tales 
would unfold more of the eonuptians of our civil society than 
it would be prudent for me to delineate, however true I couM 
prove my. delineatiott to be* Hm fiicl is, I ceiM say and 
prove a great deal in support of my glmqwie of popular de- 
pravity, which would imfdidate many respectid^le bodies, 
political and ecclesiaitical; fc«t by thus saying what might 
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h» and wi^ the strteteuit troth, I woald sabvert my own pri- 
nutry object namdy, benefiting my feUow-creatures with the 
pure motive of pleasing my Creator alone. I can speak with 
moreoonfideoce on this subject thsin many others, from this 
oonauderation, that I hsve travelled mncfa, as I have already 
mentioned; and also, iHien I was a sectarian preacher, I 
rsgulasly preached in priscms and poorhouses, and, in so 
.doing, heard tales of wo, that would make the heart of a mid- 
nig^ assassin, tboo^ made of stone, almost weep tears of 
■blood* 

Look at the superb streets of palaces, in one part of dtir 
cities, where thousands (Me of indolence and luxury, and then 
turn year eyes fcor another part of them, and you will see 
millions in stbking lanes, and afleys, perishing for want: I 
saw myself, a poor widow and her daughter, one cold winter's 
mornifig? in a comer of a miserable room, hiying upon the 
floor ; their bed and covering was a piece of an old carpet, 
which was sprinkled over with snow, as well as th^ whole 
XQoms as there was- not a pane of glass in the windows, nor 
fuel, nor furniture, nor ^sed in this wretched habitation, though 
it wm within a pistol-shot of the pompous and luxuriant 
abodes of the sons and daughters of extravagant sensuality. 
- Among the savages, wi& whom I have been, their children 
were always raised without stripes, snd almost without A. 
firown ; their wants, being natural, were few ; their education 
was simple, namely, humility and obedience. I recollect, 
when I was 17 years of age, I happened to be among savages 
not totally coirupted by the sons of' civilization : they were 
in a large circular pavillion, the roof of which was the spread, 
ing branches of palm trees, wliich wete planted in an exact 
circle, and very close to^^ach oth^r, which formed at once a 
simple^ romanticj and cooling retreat. Here the chiefs were 
rassem^ed, with their usual hospitality, to regale us with paim 
wine ; there was but one white mitn "who sat and drank Widi 
the. chiefs ; but for my part, I hfad to kneel down at their feet, 
as their own children did: thus i partook of their pleasant 
beyerage. I mention this to show how children may h^ 
taught hufiaility without cruel sifastiseinentsr. The parents 
are a^ctionate, iheir chfldren' -ate IHiaL- They are taught, 
by times, to plant some simple roots, to gather the spontane. 
ous fruits with which 1^ .wo()diattds aboimd ; as also to hunt, 



«FFfi«7S 9F CITIXieATION. $9 

fuht 4<c« Tbfi9e waple oc^ifisttoiie supply tbeir few eAd 
funple v«Qt9 ; nod the childr^ as naturally and regularly 
provide for tho^r pai»9t0» ia ^ir dd age, as they did before 
tor them in their infiui<^. The want of filial or fraternal 
\we or hoapi^^ityi ao cofnmon aiBong civil and polished 
IKMsiety, is never to be seen amoo^ them. I will not except 
even the barbariaDs who devour human flesh ; even this, the 
lowest and most degraded of savage society, is less pregnant 
wMh misery and mischief than some of our most highly exr 
tijC^led civil societieSf For instance^ whether is it most cruel 
jtp behold helpless pld age and infanoyy absolutely and Ikerally 
enduring the lingering and tormenting p^ins of death» by star- 
vation, for po ofience ? <h* inen aod wosoen roastiog in the 
slow fires of the inquisition for not believing a lieT or the 
patriot enduring the- tortores of the lack, for opposing the 
cruel government of his most Clms|iiiii mj^esty ? <Br the phi- 
lanthropist enduring the lingering pajpss of death in a duitgecm 
for advocating injured innocence* i^nd vindicating the rights 
4>f man* by lus pen ? or the ai^nguine, but, alas, invprudent 
obftUipioQ of civU liberty* whp is bunied alive on a gibbet, 
fbt the uopardonal^le crime of what biaChristiiin tyrant calls 
high treason? 

These are oiilya^ small specimen of the blessings of Chris- 
tian society, and the tender mercies of Christian potentates. 
Now whieh) I would ask, is most cruel, the conduct of the 
most barbarous part of savage socjjStyi I mean cannibals, who 
kill instaotaneoaaly* and then devour their prisoners of war, 
(QT the gsoqdupt of the societies I have given a glimpse of? 
Common sense, common candour, and common feeling, will 
•newer the interrogation. Let any man read Captain Wil- 
flon's aeeoMBt of the Pelew Islands, in order to see the most 
&vouiiible view of savage society, when totally uncontamio- 
ated by civilised and Christianized man, and then the contrast 
will appear most glaring between civil and savage society. 

There afp iostitutioos formed in our cities, for the purpose 
of GoUectii]^ llinds, £ct civilizing and Christianizing the Asia- 
^tics ; m also^ fpr the support of the ministers of religion. Yet, 
alas, while th^ were aeeumuiati^g money for the conv^raioQ 
.fmd tuition of die heathens, their own near neighbours, young 
and old, were absolutely perilling with hunger and cold- 
What a inght i« tbia for kii^ hiMuren to bo^ thepipfossofs 
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of Tefigion ptuBring and m^paflsifig the doofs of their perUbii^, 
Btarviog neigfabowrs-, to deposit in their mite-flocietiesy thm 
eontrilwtions for civilizing and Christianising the heathen, 
18,000 mil^ distant, white they brash, with their silk and 
satin gowns, the very doors of their poor, unhappy, perish- 
ing countrymen, as they pass along, without entering the 
abodes of misery, giving a cent, or dropping a sympathetic 
tear over the disconsolate children of misfortune, the natural 
ofl&pring of our boasted civilized society. ' Millions of money 
have been coHeoted and expended hr converting the Asiatics. 
Now let us, for a moment, candidly examine the event rd^ 
suiting from this profuse expenditure. I would first observe, 
that if mountains of gold, Snd valleys of diamonds, were ex« 
pended for the real conversion of one soul from heathenish 
superstition to Uie faith of the gospel, and true Christian 
cimrity, I would consider the sacred boon as dieapiy bought 
But I fear tiiis is not ihe case. Let any candid man read 
an account of the inhabitants of the East and West Indies^ 
after tfa^r intercourse with the European Christians, and he 
will see a picture of cruelty, of avarice, and of murder, which , 
will astonish him. Many of those who embraced the Chris- 
tian belief were Slaughtered, as well as those who had not. 
Indeed, the barbarities committed by the Christian powers, 
particularly the Spaniards, not only on the negroes, but on 
the original inhabitants of Hispaniola, wOl never, never be 

'forgotten. Though it must be allowed, that Columbus, the 
first discoverer of this island, was not only an enterprising 
adventurer, but also a humane person ; yet the Spaniards wt^ 
followed him were monsters of cruelty, which their faratal cob- 

. duct, in destroying the original natives of this island, in cold 
blood, will abundantly demonstrate. They massacred no less 
than^ three iiullioDs of men, women, and children, who were 

' shot like birds of the air, hunted and torn to pieces by blood- 
hounds, like beasts of the forests, till they were extinct. 
' There is an equality, an equtlibriam, in the nuumers and 
habits of savages, even in their most corrupt state, which is 
annihilated too soon afler they become civilized and ChriS| 
tianized. All the difforence I could see in the habitation of 
the African king aad the house of one of his meanest subject^ 
was only in the dimensions ; both were made for convenience, 
and without ornaments. The food and drink of both were 
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d«>oftto«m.<p%. Every fiooay Imd ooe hoa» and 
lot of land to cultivate, and no more. Their filial, fraternal 
and parental love, aa well as hospitality, was admirable. One 
man had not the mortification to behold, his neighbour, a poor* 
sordid booby, possessing one hundred houses, while he had 
not one to eiielter him frcnn the storm ; nor the vexation to 
be sensible that he had many thousand bushels o£ corn in his 
ham, while he was perishing with hunger, though far his 
superior in mental and moral excellence. 

We will pass over, in astonished silence, the destruction 
and devastation which marked the footsteps of the Christian 
soldiers, when they attended or followed ihe Christian mis* 
sicoiaries. We will only suppose that the preadiers of the 
gospel sail for the Pelew Islands ; they find them a simple^ 
inooceot, hospitable, afiectionate people, with one principal 
fiiult, I mean cruelty to their enemi^ who are at open war 
with them. Their wants are few, and plentifully supplied by 
nature ) i^l unnecessary, or, at least, expensive decorations 
o£ person and habitation being totally unknown. We wiU 
suppose, for the sake of illustration, that the Christian mis- 
flionaries arrive — ^they preach, with success, the Calvinistic 
doctrine; the people forego their absurd notions of religion^ 
and embrace the true Christian theology : the work of civi* 
lizing will, of oourse, go hand.in.hand with that of Christiaa> 
isdng-r-in a few years families of artisans will arrive in the 
settlement — the ministers must have fine, brick, instead of 
bamboo houses, built for their accomodation — the people, who 
befi>re were happy with the necessaries of life, novif begin to 
nurture a desire for fine hooses, fine furniture, fine food, fine 
clothes, d^, dec ; soon the land will be monopolized by spe* 
iCulators — ^then, by degrees, the punning hypocrite will add 
house to house, and field to field, and become very rich,, build 
himself a palace, others will imitate him, and they will be^ 
(Bome, by degrees, in miniature what Paris is in magnitude* 
All the former <»*der,. innocence, hospitality, and equality, is 
done away, and avarice, grandeur^ and oppression, are intro* 
duced in their room, and all this without the aid of a single 
'Christian soldier. But if a ship load of Arminian ministers 
should arrive, it will make bad worse, by dividing the people 
in .opinion and afiection, and lead the intelligent part of them 
to doubtfiil disputations, which will destioy all fa^rmpny and 
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social intercourse, engender strife, and eventa&lty pr6dif6A 
bigotry, which can only be equalled by military despotism. 
And even this last scourge of man would, no doubt, crown 
'the efforts of these missionaries, when the colony became 
sufficiently rich and ext^nsire, tp justify George in, by the 
gi*ace of 6od, king of Great Britain and Ireland, and defender 
of the faith, in sending a governor and his suite to this grow- 
ing settlement, to take possession of it and build a garnson* 
This ia far from being speculative reasoning ; millions of Easl 
and West Indians have been bereaved of their little property, 
liberty, and their lives, by anti-christian priests and sddieni^ 
under the banners of the cross. 

There are thousands of temptations to vice, and vice of Iho 
most pernicious kind, in civil society, which savages are un«> 
acquainted with, and motives which naturally stimulated the 
latter to the practice of virtue, totally annihilated by the ty* 
ranny ot custom among the former. I know these siisnle 
natural truths will be looked upon by our scientific Scribea 
and Pharisees, our D. D's. and L. L. D's. with the side, 
glance of contemptuous disregard, and with their usual haugh- 
tiness ; they will affect to despise what they cannot controvert. 
The corruptions of civil society, which I deprecate, and 
merely give a glimpse of herein, as I would exhilHt a drop 
from the full bucket of liquid poison, as a specimen of ite 
virulence — ^I say, these corruptions are their main resorty 
were it not for them, they would have to apply their ovm 
hands to useftil and healthful labour, instead of living in ele« 
gant idleness on the labour, and trampling on the rights of 
mankind. — Millions are expended every year for the punish, 
ment of crimes ; and but little for the reformation of the poor 
unfortunate criminals, who are driven to desperation, by the 
disorders of society, of which they are the victims. ThA 
proper equilibrium of civilization being destroyed, the few arOy 
of course, exalted above the state of man, and suppbrted it 
that state of useless and deleterious grandeur, by wicked cus- 
toms and by wicked laws ; the necessary consequence of 
which is, that many are plunged into misefy* most deplorable, 
which unavoidably produces crime, and that crime is pun* 
ished by death. One man, by the most deleterious villany, 
fraudulent speculation, low cunning, downright lying, and 
every speeies of decepdon, accumulates an immense fortune, 
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and rides in his superb carriage, while his honest neigkboair 
has to. walk upon crutches ; and if this noblest work of nature^ 
this poor honest man, who despises a pitiful an^ mean action, 
is reduced to want, he must starve or steal ; if he considers 
the last of these two evils the least, and steals the value of 
the rope capable of hanging him, he is forthwith executed 
on a gallows, or deprived of liberty as thousands are, every 
year,, in our boasted Christendom ; while, at the same mo* 
ment, the royal imperial or speculating villain,, who robs the 
public of millions, is exalted, not to the gallows, but to the 
highest pinnacle of human grandeur, or a palace and not a 
prison is his dwelling. The fact is, the laws of civilized man, 
are so diametrically opposite to the laws of nature, that it is 
absolutely impossible for a man to obey the dictates of the 
rdi^on of nature, much less the religion of revelation, with- 
out certain teinporal ruin to himself and family, if he has onob 
This is a bold assertion : but I think I can demonstrate its 
authenticity, viz : although our celebrated D* D*s. arrayed in 
sacerdotal silk and cambric, have rendered revealed religion, 
by their millions of books and of sermons, the most mysteri- 
ous thing in tim world, it is self-evident to me, that both 
natural, as well as revealed religbn, are the most simple 
things in nature ; or, if I may be allowed the comparison, 
they are just like their Divine Author, at once most simple 
and most sublime, most ancient and most new. Their fun- 
damental duties may be comprised in a few words, viz i- Love 
God above all things, for he has always loved you, and prove 
the sincerity of your love to him, by loying your neighbour 
as yourself, and being kind to him, as God is kind to you, abd 
always do unto him as you would wish he should do unto 
you. These duties are obligatory on all mankind, civil and 
savage, at all times, in all places, and upon all occasions. 
Now, the true lover of God, and sincere admirer of the sov- 
^:eign beauty, cannot, without disobeying this golden rule, 
and the intellectual monitor who inculcates it, refuse to con- 
tribute his portion foi^the relief of a suffering child of afflic* 
tion, should he possess only one dollar on earth. Again, 
non-resistance and kindness to enemies, is particularly incul- 
cated -by the good Spirit, as the most excellent virtue. Now 
he who obeys, literally obeys, these amiable duties, if rich, 
he wiU become poor ; if he ia poor, he will be kept so : be- 

7 
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cause every sharper is watching an opportufiity to cheat him, 
when he knows he can do it with impunity, and every frau. 
dulent mendicant is always ready to impose upon his good 
nature. Poverty, in the best of times, and starvation in the 
worst, must be his portion. This is, alas, far from specula^ 
tiye reasoning ; too, too many of the flowers of civil society, 
who stemmed the torrent of our corrupt manners, have been 
brought to beggary and a premature death, the martyrs of 
popular degeneracy. 

' I know a man myself, the most liberal, generous, and 
intelligent that I. ever knew, who possessed, a few years ago, 
a clear patrimonial fortune of 40,000 dollars — ^he has been 
always industrious snd economical, yet both the fruit of his 
industry and his fortune has been swept away by the votaries 
of corruption, and he is now reduced to the most distressing 
pecuniary embarrassments. Now he is poor, he is slighted ; 
while fraudful speculators, who accumulated large fortunes, 
partly by imposing upon the generous disposition of this 
amiable child of nature, this honest man, ^he noblest work 
of God, are fawned upon and flattered by the sycophantic 
votaries of mammon. Alas, how many such encouragements 
to Sordid vice, and discouragements to liberal virtue, do our 
commercial cities exhibit to popular view! Thus, in all 
civilized and Christianized countries, vice is eulogized and 
rewarded, while virtue is traduced and punished ; anci the 
present order, or rather the disorder, of society reiiders this 
outrage on common justice and common, sense unavoidable ; 
and till the cause be removed the eflfects will always be the 
same. And, I cannot see how this dreadful corruption, the 
source of all this moral mischief, can be remedied or exter- 
minated ; for it is absurd to suppose, that a vitiated body will 
purify itself. If the corrupt supporters of the obvious disor* 
ders in civil society had the will, as they have the power, to 
remove the cause, the effects would, of course,^ cease ; but 
visionary are all such hopes, without the ^interposition of 
Divine Providence. The victims of these disorders are 
beheld dangUng under the gallows, not only without pity, 
but with contempt, while the authors and supporters of them 
are beheld* in their splendid mansions with veneration, and 
almost adoration. 

Our cities are literally crowded with courtesans, though 
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many of them are naturally intelligent, generous, and most 
beautiful of their sex, yet they are all despised ; while our 
parsimonious bachelors and unprincipled libertines, who are 
the primary cause of their degradation, are highly respected. 
. I rarely heard of, or saw a courtesan in the savage nations I 
visited ; because they all mate, 4ike pigeons, for love, and 
not for money, as we do. I recollect one time, in a country 
scarce ever visited by civilized man, the savage prince used 
us with, uncommon hospitality, gave us, without solicitation, 
the very best accomnuxdations, made a savage entertainment 
and a war-dance for our amusement, and provided the best 
beds, and offered me a female, which I thought proper to 
reject. This is the only instance of want of delicacy, and 
never did I witness a want of hospitality in these children of 
nature. I never heard of cruel husbands, or scolding wives, 
because, as they mate for love, when that love ceases they 
mate no longer ; but this very seldom happens. They some- 
times have five wives, but generally .not more than two. 
The above generous prince had three wives. There is one 
custom I greatly admire among savage nations, and that is 
the tenderness- and modesty with which they treat their 
wives while pregnant. What an amiable pattern for the 
male and female saints of Christendom to imitate. 

The contrast I have attempted to make between civil and 
savage society, or, I should rather have said, the shadow of a 
contrast I have made, though but a mere glimpse, is matter 
of fact. Still I hope, brief as it is, it will be sufficient to 
prove that the ills in civil society are imputable to man alone ; 
that God has provided plentifully for the comfortable accom- 
modation of all his creatures, and if they suffer, it is man 
alone that makes them suffer. 

As a favorable sample of savage society, I will quote a 
brief and authentic account of the Pelew Islands : character 
of the king and of the natives. 

'< The Polos or Pelew Islands are a chain of small islands, 
situated between the dth and 9th degree of north latitude, 
and between 130 and 136 degrees of east longitude from 
Greenwich, and lie in a N. E. and S. W. direction : they 
are long but narrow, of a moderate height, well covered with 
wood, at least such of the islands as our people had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing. They ate circled on the west side by a 
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reef of coral, of which no end could be seen from any emf- 
nencea they were on ; this reef, in some places, extends five 
6r six leagues from the shore, and in no parts that were 
visited, less than two or three. 

«< The reader will bear in mind, that the Antelope was not 
a ship particularly sent out to explore undiscovered regions, 
or prepared to investigate the manners of mankind. It had 
not on board philosophers, botanists, draflsmen, or gentlemen 
experienced in such scientific pursuits as might enable them 
to examine, with judgment, objects which presented them- 
selves, or trace nature through all her labyrinths. Distress 
threw them on these islands, and when there, every thought 
was solely occupied on the means of getting away, and lib- 
erating themselves from a situation, of all others the most 
horrible to the imagination, that of being cut off for ever 
from the society of the rest of the world. 

<< Forlorn and melancholy as their lot at first appeared, 
the gloom it cast over them was soon dispelled, by finding, 
themselves amongst a humane race of men, who were supe- 
rior to the wish of taking any advantage of their distress ; 
who had hearts to feel for what our people sufiered ; benevo- 
lence to relieve their immediate wants; and generosity to 
co-operate with them in every efibrt to work out their de- 
liverance. The English possessed what was in their esti- 
mation of the highest value — iron and arms. The Malay 
wreck had, for the first time, thrown in their way a few 
pieces of the former ; the use and power of the latter had 
only been discovered to them by the ill fortune of our coun- 
trymen. These objects, so desirable to them, they might 
unquestionably have possessed themselves of, the number of 
our people capable of bearing arms being only twenty-seven, 
the captain and surgeon included ; but their notions of moral 
rectitude lay as a barrier against the intrusion of such a 
thought ; — ^renouncing every advantage of power, they ap- 
proached them only with the smiles of benevolence. 

<< All the varied courtesies offered to the English by the 
natives, from whom a very different line of conduct had been 
apprehended, operated forcibly on their minds; and their 
misfortune happening at a moment when their assistance was 
very material for Abba ThvUe's service against his enemies ; 
this circumstance soon formed a connexion, and produced an 
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unreserved intercourse and steady friendship between the 
natives and our countrymen, which, during^the thirteen weeks 
they remained there, aflbrded them opportunity of observing 
the manners and dispositions of the inhabitants, and thereby 
to form some notion of their government and customs. If 
they were npt enabled to trace the current of power through 
all its various channels, their observations could pursue it to 
the fountatnJiead, from whence the whole seemed to take its 
rise ; and it appeared, beyond a doubt, that the chief author, 
ity was lodged in the person of Abba Thtdle, ike king. 

" At Pelew, the king was the first person in the govern- 
ment. He appeared to be considered as the father of his 
people ; and, though divested of all external decorations of 
-royalty, he had every mark of distinction pud to his person. 

General character of the Natives. 

" The conduct of these people towards the English, was, 
from the first to the last, uniformly courteous and attentive, 
accompanied with a politeness that, surprised those on whoqp 
it was bestowed. At ail times they seemed so cautious of 
intruding, that on many occasions they sacrificed their natural 
curiosity to that respect, which natural good manners ap- 
peared to them to exact. Their liberality to the English, at 
their departure, when individuals poured in all the best they 
had to give, and that of articles, too, of which they had far 
from plenty themselves, strongly demonstrated that these tes- 
timonies of friendship were the effusion of hearts that glowed 
with the flame of philanthropy ; and when our countrymen, 
from want of stowage, were compelled to refuse the further 
marks of kindness which were offered them, the entreating 
eyes and supplicating gestures with which they solicited their 
acceptance of what they had brought, most forcibly express, 
ed how much their minds were wounded, to think they had 
not arrived early enough to have their little tributes of aflfec- 
tion received. 

"Nor was this conduct of theirs an ostentatious civility 
exercised towards strangers. Separated, as they were, from 
the rest of the world, the character of a stranger had never 
entered their imagination. They felt our people were dis- 
tressed, and in consequence wished they would share what- 
ever they had to give. It was not jthat worldly munificeoce 
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that bestows and spreads its favours with a distant eye to 
retribution. Their bosoms had never harboured so contami- 
nating a thought — ^No ; it was the pure emotions of native 
benevolence. It was the love of man to man. It was a 
scene that pictured human nature in triumphant colouring ; 
and, whilst their liberalitjf gratified the sense, their virttie 
struck the heart ! 

<< Our people had also many occasions to observe, that 
this spirit of urbanity operated in all the intercourse the na- 
tives had among themselves, l^e attention and tenderness 
shown to the women was remarkable, and the deportment of 
the men to each other mild and afiable ; insomuch that, in 
various scenes of which they were, spectators, during their 
stay on these islands, the English never saw any thing that* 
had the appearance of contest, or passion : every one seemed 
to attend to his own concerns, without interfering with the 
business of his neighbour. The men were occupied in their 
plantations^ in cutting wood, making hatchets, line, or small 
^t6s ; or s6me in building houses or canoes ; others in 
making nets or fishfng tackle. The forming of darts, spears, 
and other warlike weapons, engrossed the attention of many 
more ; as also the making of paddles for their boats, the fash- 
ioning of domestic utensils, and the preparing and burning 
the chinam. Such as had abUities to conduct any useful em- 
ployment were called by the natives Tackalbys ; of this class 
were reckoned the people who built or inlaid the canoes ; 
such also were those who manufactured the tortoise shell, or 
made the pottery. 

" As industry, however zealous, must be slow in producing 
its purpose, unaided by proper implements, and labour ren- 
dered extremely tedious from this deficiency, yet, in regions 
where such advantages are denied, we do not find that the 
ardour of attempting is abated. A steady perseverance, to a 
certain degree, accomplishes the end aimed at ; and Europe 
hath not, without reason, been astonished at {he many singu- 
lar productions imported from the southern discoveries, so 
neatly and curiously wrought by artless hands, unassisted bat 
by such simple tools as serve only to increase our surprise, 
when we see how much they have effected. Every man, by 
his daily labour, gained his daily sustenance : necessity im- 
posing this exertion, no idle or indolent people were seen, not 
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even among those wiiom superior rank might have exempted ; 
on the contrary, these excited their inferiors to toil and ac- 
tivity, hy their own examples. The king himself was the 
best maker of hatchets in the island, and was usually at work 
Ivhenever disengaged from matters of jimportance- Even the 
women shared in the common toil ; they laboured in the 
plantations of yams, and it was their province to pluck out 
all the weeds that shot up from between the stones of the 
paved causeways. They manufactured the mats and has- 
kets, as well as attended to their domestic concerns. Tlie 
business of tatooing was also carried on by them ; those who 
entered this employment were denominated Tackalbys arthiel, 
or female artists. Their manners were courteous, though 
they were far from being of loose or vicious dispositions ;— 
they, in general, rejected connexions with our people, and re- 
sented any indelicate or unbecoming freedom witfi a proper 
sense of modesty. 

<< In such scenes of patient industry, the years of fleeting 
life passed on ; and the cheerful disposition of the natives 
fully authorized our people to suppose, that there were few 
hours of it either irksome or oppressive. They were stran- 
gers to those passions which amMtion excites— to those cares 
which affluence awieikens. Their epst^nce appeared to glide 
along like a smooth, undisturbed ^ream ; and when the na- 
taral occurrences of life mffl^ the surface, they possessed a 
sufficient portion of fortitude to recover soon its wonted calm» 
Their happiness seemed to be secured to them on the firmest 
basis; for the little which Nature and Providence spread 
before them they enjoyed with a contented cheerfulness ; nor 
were their bosoms habituated to cherish wishes which they 
had not the power of gratifying. And it will not surely be ^ 
denied, that in civilized nations, the error of a contrary con- 
duct exhibits, among the inactive, many melancholy, repining 
countenances ; whilst it prompts more daring aiid uncontroled 
spirits to aim at compassing their views by injustice or ra- 
.pine, and to break down the sacred barrier of society. 

** From the general character of these people, the reader, 
I should conceive, will be disposed to allow, that their lives 
do credit to human nature; and that, however untutored, 
however uninformed, their manners present an interesting 
picture to mankind. We see a despotic government without 
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one shade of tyranny, and power only exercised for general 
happiness, the subjects looking up, with filial reverence, \o 
their king ; and, whilst a mild government and an affectionate 
confidence linked their little state in bonds of harmony, gen- 
tleness of manners was the natural result, and fixed a brotherly 
and disinterested intercourse among one another. 

" I am well aware, that in the expedition against Pelew, 
the destroying the houses and plantations of the little island 
belonging to it, which the natives, through fear, abandoned, 
as well as the killing those whom they captured in battle, 
are both of them circumstances which will appear to militate 
against that humanity which, throughout this work, I hav« 
attributed to the people of Pelew. Respecting the first, 
though the landing in an enemy's country, and spreading 
devastation and distress, is by no means a practice new in 
the annals of history, political necessity qualifying the mea- 
sure, yet in these regions it seemed also to militate so much 
against their accustomed maxim, never to take an enemy by 
surprise, but to give previous notice of a meditated attack, 
that I am strongly inclined to think this mighf have been a 
new art of war^ suggested to the king by the Malay favour- 
ite, as it totally contradicted that open generosity with which 
they at all times conducted hostilities. 

« As to their putting their prisoners to death, Raa Kook, 
on being censured for it by Captaia Wilson, said it had not 
been always so ; and, in assigning the reasons for being coni- 
pelled to do it, seemed to shelter the proceeding under the plea 
of political necessity. The number captured in any of their 
battles must, from their mode of engaging, be at all times 
very trifling. 

'^ On the day of our departure, an English pendant and a 
plate of copper were fixed to a large tree, and the meaning 
of the inscription was explained to the King, and that it was 
put up as a memorial of the English having been there. 
He was pleased with the idea, and explained it himself to his 
own people, promising that it should never be taken down, 
and if by any accident it should happen to fall, he would take 
care of it, and have it preserved at Pelew. 

" The discourse of the day turned much on the subject of 
their departure. Whilst they sat together, Abba Thulle ad- 
dressing Captain Wilson, said, < You are going ; and wh«n 
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gone» I fear the inhabitants of Artingall will come down in 
great numbers and molest me, as they have done frequently 
before ; and having lost the aid of the English, I shall be 
unable to resist them, unless you will leave me a few of your 
muskets, which you have already taught me to believe you 
would.' Captain Wilson spoke to his officers on the propriety 
of doing this instantly ; they seemed somewhat unwilling to 
put the arms they actually meant to give them, into their 
hands tilt the last moment ; that mistrust which had possessed 
their minds, still kept its hold, and appeared too strongly im- 
pressed on their countenances to escape the quick discern- 
ment of the King ; who, willing perhaps that they should 
know he had noticed their apprehensions, with that calm 
reflecting temper which marked his character, asked if they 
were afraid to trust him with a few arms ? < What is there 
(said he) can make you harbour doubts of me ? I never tes- 
tified any fear of you, but endeavoured to convince you that 
I wished your friendship. Had I been disposed' to have 
harmed yoit, I might have done it long ago. I have at all 
times had yon in my power — ^but have only exercised that 
power in making it useful to you — and can you not confide 
in me at the last f 

^ ** When the foregoing pages are attentively considered, the 
hospitality with which our people had been treated, both by 
Abba Thnlle and the natives, from the first friendly interview 
to the present moment — who had spread before them what- 
ever they had to give, or their country produced, and who, 
added to ail this, as an unequivocal proof of the high opinion 
he entertained of the English, was going to consign hiis own 
Qon to their care — ^is there a reader who, recalling ail these 
circumstances, can wonder they afiected the sensibility of 
Abba ThuUe 1 Or rather, will there be found a reader who 
will not be ready with myself to ask, under what sun was 
ever tempered the steel that could cut such a passage to the 
heart as this just reproach of the King's ? Every individual 
felt its force, and its truth ; every individual also felt how 
much his mind had injured the virtues of this excellent man. 
Nor was the wound of this reproach rendered less acute by 
the consciousness each man had, of having been so lately 
induced, by his unjust fears, to join in such destructive coun- 
sel against him and his family. 
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" But the ey^ of philosophy will candidly view and dis- 
criminate between the two parties. The people of Pelew, 
tutored in the school of Nature, acted from her impulse alone, 
they were open and undisguised ; unconscious of deceit them- 
selves, they neither feared nor looked for it in others. Our 
countrymen, born and brought up in a civilized nation, where 
art assumes every form and colouring of life, and is even per- 
fected into a science, were fashioned by education to suspi- 
cion and distrust, and awake to all their busy suggestions. 
Such is the fatal knowledge the world teaches mankind, fenc- 
ing too oilen the human heart against the inlets of its own 
happiness, by weakening confidence, the most valuable bond 
of society !, 

*' The king's rebuke was too powerful for our people to 
resist ; they instantly desired the captain to assure him, that 
whatever had been promised should be faithfully fulfilled, and, 
to convince him they could have no suspicions, the arms 
should be immediately given to him ; they accordingly sent 
on board for the quantity of arms they could conveniently 
spare, and on the boat's return, presented him with five mus- 
kets, five cutlasses, nearly a barrel of gunpowder, with gun- 
flints, and ball in proportion. Captain Wilson also made 
him a* present of his own fowling-piece, with which he 
seemed to be particularly pkased, having often seen its efieot 
on the fowls and other birds at Pelew. 

" And now the gentle spirit of the king appeared to forget 
the trace of all that had happened ; but the scene enabled 
every one present to transmit to posterity a most captivating 
picture of the forcible, yet mild triumph of virtue !" 

As a contrast, look at the history of civilized nations. We 
will pass by, with astonished silence, the rage of Christians 
against each other, and merely mention the penury and per- 
secution of a few of the brightest and best of the heathen 
philosophers. Behold Homer, the first of poets, doomed to 
beg his bread ; Socrates, the first of philosophers, was, by a 
court of justice, condemned to death by poison, for teaching 
truth and opposing the idolatry of Athens ; Pythagoras, the 
first teacher of the true system of Astronomy, and the first 
of philanthropists, was burned alive for his knowledge and 
virtue, by the ungrateful Crotonians ; Plato, though the 
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wisest and best author of his age, was doomed to slavery ; 
and Seneca, the first of moral philosophers, was bled to death 
by his own paptl. Even the republics of Greece and Rome, 
Asia Minor, and others I might mention, though celebrated 
once for their virtue, were the confederated murderers of 
their fellow-creatures, the systematic plunderers of their 
heighboutSy and the traitors and tyrants of mankind. Me- 
thinks. I hear the intelU^l^nt, but Unfortunate victim of our 
moral corruptions exclaim, with a sorrowful heart, ** Alas t 
why is it that in all nations and among all denominations, this 
cruel disposition is jfbund in man to slaughter man? Why, 
oh ! why, are not ail men like the amiable Toussaint L'Ouver- 
ture, or the hospitable Abba ThuUe ? Why will they not, like 
them, enjoy the happiness of beneficence, which is so precious, 
and so free for all to participate ?" They very well know, 
tiiat all happiness that is genuine, consists in promoting the 
happiness of others, with a single eye to please God alone. 
This only is pure virtue. To find myself placed in a world 
of monsters, not of men ; I am tegnpted to believe there is 
too much truth in the picture Voltaire has drawn of the mi» 
series of humanity ; or I am ready to exclaim with Brutus, 
after the loss of the battle of Philippi, << Alas ! Virtue, I wor- 
shipped thee as a god, but I find thee to be an empty 
spader 

God's yoke certainly is very easy, and his burden very 
light, namely : gratitude to God and affection to man ; to love 
sdi, to injure none, no, not even an innocent insect. For, to 
love God above all, and our neighbours as ourselves, is the 
essence of religion ; on these two commands hang all the law 
and the prophets. Now, the God of love, though he cannot 
force his rational offspring, yet he can use every possible 
way to allure, to win, to woo us to our happiness. His 
Spirit speaks thus to me, in the inward of my^oul, and if my 
unfortunate reader would but humbly listen, he would, most 
assuredly, hear the same endearing words addressed to him 
or her : — "What could I do for you more than what I have 
already done ? I give you all good things to enjoy, and only • 
require a grateful heart in return ; I prohibit you from the 
enjoyment of none of my benefits that are necessary for you ; 
my conrniandmeats are mild and moderate, namely, that you 
should be grateful to God, kind to man, merciful to the brute. 
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and not injure even an ionoeent insect by cardesci eraekjc* 
nor yourself by iatemperance ; tiU yoo dMy these, my pri' 
mary commands^ you cannoty in no case, enter my kingdom 
of happiness ; and if you .continue to violate them, in your 
intercoune with your fellow-creatures, you violate my immu. 
table laws o£ order ; you change the earth, which I made a 
terrestrial paradiae, for your sake, to a loathsome dungeon ; 
and I can, in no case, avoid measuring in an exact ratio to 
you,. what you have measured to others. How often havcrl 
(as I now again do) appealed to your own conscience, to. your 
reason, to your common sense, for a justification of my way* 
to man T How oflen have I offered to open my kingdom of 
k>ve in your souk? but you wouU net even listen to, much 
less obey, my kind solicitation, or my gentle reproof. I pity, 
but cannot help you in any other way ; I can and do attract 
you, if not f<Mrcihly, at least most powerfully, to turn from the 
foolish forms, fashions, and ceremonies of cruel men ; and 
seek your happiness and tranquillity in your merciful God. 

Then, and not till then, will the soul bring forth not the 
shadows of virtue, but the virtues themselves. Then, being, 
in truth, the child of heaven,, it will be her super-celestial 
delight to do good to man, with the pure motive to please 
God alone, and, in imitation of his beneficence, she will al- 
ways, as much as possible, while bestowing the benefit, hide 
the benefoctor, nor will sufiuse the countenance of the child 
of misfortune with confusion, and wound his susceptible ima* 
gination with grief, while contributing towards his relief, t^ 
is too oflen done by the professors of religion and moral phi- 
losophy. Reflect how often the intelligent child of misfor- 
tune, whose philanthropy reduced him to want and misery, 
has his refined feelings wounded by the ostentatious parade 
of charity, bestowed with a supercilious nod, by the rich 
booby, a sanctimonious frown, by the proud devotee, and a 
sarcastical reflection, by the minister, in his sacerdotal gar« 
ments. Surely, if any thing can force the reluctant frown of 
heaven on earth, it must be such unfeeling charity. Little 
do such men know of the blessedness of doing good, from the 
pure love of good, with the view of pleasing Grod only, and 
the delight which attends the sincere endeavour to honour 
and glorify him, by imitating his divine philanthropy, frc»n 
the same grateful and generous motive. 



THE mLEASUREfi OF CONTEMPLATION. 85 

But, it may be asked, where wiU tlie pocvr, patient, docile, 
innooeat horse, who Was tortiwed* to a hngering death by 
civilized man-'-^hefe will he meet a recompeBSe, as nothing 
but cruelty and hunger was his portion in this world ? To 
answer this interrogation, I must beg leave to transcribe a 
quotation from my ** Flowers of Literature," page 342, third 
edition. 

<< God in the ftoHtude o£ his goodness, has accommodated 
us with a paradise to dwell in, carpetted with beauteous flowers 
beneath, and stiidd^ With silver stan; above us; hut we have 
metamorphosed it to a sIai^ghter«house« Millions of the hu- 
man race, especially young chikbndn, and billions of the brutal 
creation, are tortured and slaughtered every year. The view 
we have given of man's cruelty, in our histohcol compen- 
dium, when compared to What God views every day, is like 
comparing one to a thousand. But will he cdways suffer 
villany thus to prosper; the man who says yes, must be 
either a knave or a fool." 

The sentiments of that learned and pious divine, the Rev. 
John Wesley, tally with my own, as expressed in my " £x- 
e^lency of Virtue." I will take the liberty to transciibe a 
lew of his thoughts. 

^< To descend to a few particulars. The whole brute crea. 
lion will undoubtedly be restored, not only to the vigour, 
/Myeng^, and swiftness, which they had at their creation, but 
lo a far higher degree of each than they ever enjoyed. They 
wtU be restored, not only to that measure of understanding 
which they had in paradise, but to a degree of i^ as much 
Ugfaer than that,, as the understanding of an eiophant is be* 
yond that of a worm. And whatever afiectipfl^ they had in 
Ihe gaiden of God, will be restored with v«^ increase, being 
«a»dted and refined in a manner whi«lr we ourselves are not 
aUe to comprehend The liberty^ey then had will be com- 
pletely restored, and they will he free in all their motions." 

Relative to the animal creation finding a sure recompense 
In Uieir merciful Creator, for the unparalleled barbarity they, 
though innocent^ useful, and docile, receive from the hands 
of cruel man. I might refer to the sentiments of the Pytha- 
^goiettns, Piatonists and Bramins, respecting transmigration, 
4kbo to Bishop Butler, I>r. Hartley and Dr. Rush. 

8 
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Many and sharp the num'rous ills 

InwoTen \nth«oiir fnme ! 
More pointed still we make ourselves^ 

Regret, remorse, and riiame ! 
And man, whose heav'n-erected fiice, 

The smiles of love adorn, 
Man's inhumanity to man, 

Makes ooontlesB thousands moum ! 

If Fm design'd yon lordling's slave. 

By nature's law design'd. 
Why was an independent wish 

E'er planted in my mind? 
If not, why am I subject to 

His cruelty, or scorn 1 
Or why has man tiie will and pow'r 

To make his fellow moum ? 

I recollect seeing a compilation, entitled, ** Biographical 
Account of eminent pious Women, who were a support and 
honour to the Christian Religion." But, on viewing the 
characters exhibited by the religious compiler, I found them 
all to be queens, dutchesses, countesses, ladies of honour, or 
ladies of wealth ; the memoir of one poor pious woman was 
not among them. But this is only one instance in thousands, 
where even religion is used by interested men as a fan to 
kindle the pride of the sons of venality and daughters of gran- 
deur from a spark to a flame, as if the tinsel of royalty, and 
the pride aad pageantry of courts, were not sidiicient to 
answer the deleterious purpose. 

What did J6h& the Baptist mean, when he commanded 
his hearers in the naiM of the Lord, to bring forth fruit meet 
for repentance ? Most as»iredly rettUuHon, as far as possfllile. 
Can I worship God acceptably, and hate my brother! Im^ 
possible. Can I truly repent before a heart.seardbing God, 
and not make restitution for injury done my felk)w.tmveller 
to the grave, in the same ratio as it was doae, whetiber public 
or private? Impossible. < 

How pleasing must the aght be to Glod, and honourable to 
man, which the primitive church exhibited in the act of ado- 
ration ! When we recollect the consistency of their mode of 
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worship and the reciprocal love of the worshippexfl, the amnu 
ble simplicity of their manners, equality of their dmnesdc 
economy, the ample provision made for their poor, and the 
equilibrium they maintained as it respected power and riches^ 
(indeed they had all things in common,) we are struck with 
admiration. The money that is squandered now in ornament- 
ing places for worship, and supporting ministers in elegant 
idleness, was then given to support widows and orphans. 
Witness the Lord Bishop of Waterford, who receives about 
80,000 dollars a year for reading a few sermons ! JTet he 
can see, in the vicinity of his splendid domain, the poor per. 
ish for want, without common commiseration. Indeed, it is 
impossible for language to express the astonishing contrast 
between primitive and present Christianity, in principle and 
practice. When I read the excellent apostolic mode of so* 
ci«l worship, and contrast it with our modem modes, I am 
truly amazed that all the people themselves do not see the 
extravagant absurdity and iniquity of the one, and the econo- 
mical excellence and utility of the other. 

'* Whatever mitigates the woes, or increases the happiness 
of others, this is my criterion of goodness : and whatever 
injures society at large, or any individual in it — this is my 
measure of iniquity. What think you, madam, of my creed ?" 
sstys the ingenious but unfortunate Scottish bard, Robert 
Bums. 

Condorcet, in his life of Turgpt says that ^ Turgot was too 
enlightened to expect that any thing but abuses could arise 
from any scheme of religion that makes the salvaticm of men 
depend upon their creed.*' This is called by some pioos 
commentator a censure upon religion ; and it is now thought 
proper by many clergymen even in this free country, where 
the constitution has placed all on an equal footing, to de- 
nounce those who differ from them in their religious creed, 
as doomed to everlasting punishment. I cannot find expres- 
sions strong enough to convey my opinion of the presumption 
and wickedness of such preachers. But I will give an ex- 
tract from a letter of the great philosopher and benevolent 
friend of man, Dr. Franklin, to Mr. Whitefield. Speaking 
of the faith mentioned, he says : ^ But I wish it were nioie 
productive of good works, than I have generally seen it : I 
mean real good works ; toarks of Jdndness, cJutrUy, mercy. 
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Uttd pMie Mpirk ; not holiday keepiog, sermoa reading or 
heanng ; p^irfbrming such ceremonies, or making long pray* 
ers filled with flatteries and coD^iimeotSy despised even by 
wise men, and much less capable of pleasing the Deity. The 
worship of Grod is a duty ; the hearing and reading of ser- 
mons may be useful ; but if men rest in hearing and praying, 
as too many do, it is as if a tree should value itself by being 
watered, and putting forth leaves, though it produced no fruit. 
^ Your great master thought much less of these outward 
piofessions than maq.y of his modern disci(4es« He preferred 
the d&era of the word to the mere hearers : the heretical 
but charitable Samaritan, to the uncharitable though ortho- 
dox priest, and sanctified liOvites, and those who gave food to 
the hungry, drink to the thirsty, entertainment to the. stran- 
ger and relief to the rick, though they never heard of his 
name, he declares shall in the last day be accepted, wheii 
those who cry Lord ! Lord ! who value themselves upon 
their faith, but have neglected good works, shall be neglected.. 
He professed that he came not to call the righteous, but sin- 
ners, to repentance, which implied his modest opinion, that 
there were some who were so good that they need not hear 
even him for improvement ; but now-a-days we scarcely 
have a little parson who does not think it the duty of every 
man within his reach to sit under his petty ministrations; 
and whoever omits them, offends .God. I wish to such more 
humility, and to you health and happineifis." — Prwaie Carres' 
fondence of FrcoMin. 

" The heart that bleeds for others woes. 
Shall feel each selfish sorrow less ; 

The breast that happiness bestows. 
Re-acted happiness shall bless." 

The man who wants compassion, wants the distinguishing 
characteristic of his noble nature, and he has no more relish 
for the celestial pleasure of beneficence than a brute. The 
compassionate man will pity and relieve an insect, more sud- 
doily and more sweetly, than the cruel man will his own 
Uood relation, or his own legitimate offspring. Alas ! why 
is it that there is so tittle of this celestial virtue among, the 
professed disciples of the compassionate Jesus ? Where do 
we find one who sympathise?) and ni^Hs at humfm wo? 



THE IPLEASURES OF CONTEMPLATION. 89 

Where do we find a compassionate Iiady Guion, a benevo^* 
lent Francis Xayier, who daily imitated their Saviour, by 
going about doing good to their unfortunate fellow mortals ? 
In modem times, I must confess, I find very few blessed in 
any eminent degree with this amiable disposition ; and few 
so much a9 the benificent Richard Re3rnolds, the philanthro- 
pist of Bristol. 

Although I dislike extolling any mortal, however worthy, 
and whether dead or alive, yet the virtue of Richard Rey- 
nolds, was so pure in itseli^ so dehcate in its administration, 
and is so scarce withal in this dark and selfish age, that I 
will describe his character from W. Thorp's address, deliv. 
ered at a meeting of his fellow-citizens, convened for the 
purpose of forming a charitaUe institution to perpetuate his 
memory, and in some measure supply his loss ; at which 
4452. sterling, was contributed to aid the funds of the << Rey- 
nolds Commemoration Society*^' 

'< The benevolence of Richard Reynolds, was of the high- 
est order. It was liberal, diffusive, universal — not narrowed 
by party prejudice, nor bounded by the limits of party con- 
nexions, it embraced the Family of Man — ^yea, the whole 
circle of living beings, endowed with a capacit^^pf pleasure 
or of pain. In its contemplation of the vast, however, it did 
not overlook the minute ; in its comprebcfiSaon of the whole, 
it did not, like the modem philosophy, neglect the parts of 
which that whole is composed;^ ' Its operations were regula- 
ted by the respective clsiaiB of nature, of gratitude, of friend- 
ship, of coBsotiguinity, of religious connexions, of moral 
worth, and of various degrees of wretchedness amongst the 
unhappy^ Objects upon whom his bounty was bestowed. 

t'^ Proceeding in the first instance, from compassion, it was 
afterwards purified by religious principle, and strengthened 
by a sense of his awful responsibility to the great Lord of All, 
for the talent with which he was entrusted. Compassion, 
improperly cultivated, degenerates into an useless sensibility. 
The pleasure that attends it, soothes and deceives the heart. 
An interesting account of human wretchedness excites its 
pleasurable symphathetic emotions : the tongue utters the 
law of kindness ; the man exults in his own virtuous sensi- 
bility, and thus becomes the dupe of self-deception. But to ' 
enter the abbdes of the wretched — to examine into debts, and 

8*' 
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wants, and diseases — to encounter loathsome sights, and en* 
dure offensive smells within the very sphere of infection ; to 
give time, and thought, and talent, and labour, and property 
— ^this is the substance and not the shadow of virtue : the 
pleasure of sensibility may be greater ; but greater also is 
the danger of self-deceit. Death-bed scenes, eloquently de- 
scribed, delight the imagination ; but they who are most de- 
lighted, are not always the first to visit a dying neighbour, and 
sit up all night, and wipe away the cold sweat, and moisten 
the parched lip, and remove phlegm, and contrive easy pos- 
tures, and bear with fretfulness, and drop the pious thought, 
and console the departing spirit ! Ah,, no. These boasted 
children of sentimental benevolence,, may oflen repair to the^ 
temple of virtue, but not to sacrifice. . Extreme sensibility is 
a mental disease ; it unfits us for relieving the miserable, and 
tempts us to turn away, like the cold-hearted Priest and Le- 
vite. It avoids the sight, and suppresses the thought of pain 
— estops the ears to the cry of indigence, passes by the hous^ 
of mourning, and abandons the nearest friends, when sick, 
to the care of the nurse arid the physician ; and when dead, 
to those who moum for hire. And all this under the 
pretence of delicacy of feeling, and a tender heart ! Such 
was not the benevolence of the Bristol Philanthropist. Those 
acts of bounty wlaich flow from the influence of sensibility, 
soon fail ; like the good seed fallen on stony ground, they 
soon spring up, and soon wither. But the benevolence of 
Richard Reynolds, purified, stren^ened, and animated by 
Christian principle, was steady, unifofm and persevering. 
Neither ingratitude, nor imposture^ nor opposition, nor eveoi 
the frost of age, could chill its ardours or relax its exertions* 
It was active and industrious. His eloquence was not that 
of words, but that of deeds. He said little, but he did much. 
He lefl others to define benevolence ; he studied the practice 
of it. While the child of sensibility was weeping, he 
was extending reUef. While philosophers were disputing 
whether philanthropy arose from selfishness, or instinctive 
tenderness, or modes of education, or the force of early and 
local associations, or from the combined influence of all these 
causes — -lieedless of their. contentions, he was exemplifying in 
real life, privately, and before the world, tiie character of a 
true philanthropist. Their speculation hi9 reduced to action i 
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their abstract notions he embodied ; and to their airy Qothiitg% 
he gave not only habitation, but a reality, a substance, and a 
form. Like his belovered Master, whose spirit he had tm^ 
bibed, and whose example he closely copied, he went about 
continually 4oing good. 

<< His beneficenQe was guided by wisdom and discretion. 
It was not scattered promiseuoudy and at random, but be- 
stowed upon such objects, and in such a way, as he deemed* 
(and he was a most excellent judge,) the most efiective in 
promoting the .individual and general good. To furnish em<» 
ployment for the healthy and the strong ; to supply the wants 
of the really indigent and necesmtous ; to ease the aching 
heart of the father, who afler toiling the ]iv&>long day, finds, 
instead of rest at home, that he is caUed to bear, what he is 
least able to hear, the cries of a numerous family, demanding 
bread, when he has none to give ; to assuage the sorrows of 
poverty, overtaken by sickness, or overwhelmed with misfor* 
tune ; to smooth the furrowed cheek, and inake the winter 
of age wear the aspect of spring ; to act the part of a father 
to helpless orphans, on whom no pareiat of their own evor 
smiled ; to supply the want (^ sight to the Uind, feet to tbe^ 
lame, and speech to the dumb; to rescue vice from guiH, 
and infamy and ruin ; and during the season, afiord a shelter 
from the fury of the storm: to relieve the distress, and yet 
spare the blushes of those who have known better days, by 
administering that bounty, which they in the tioie of theb 
prosperity were ready to administer to others-— ^Ae^, were 
the employments of Richard Reynolds — ihese were the offi- 
ces of mercy, in which he delighted ! His heart told him 
what to do ; his conscience, as the Vic^erent of Heaven, 
ren^inded him of the claims of moral objigatioii, and insisted 
that it must be done. His head devised the means, and ar- 
ranged the plan of action ; and his. hands, obedient to the 
dictates of his' heart, and the mandates of conscience, were 
ever ready to execute the pl^ns which hia. head had formed. 
Thus his wHOLi: existence was consecrajted to the oauae of 
benevolence ? If we love the modepty which cioncealed the 
hand that hen^towed the princely donation, we revese the 
courage which occasionally atepped forward to avow him- 
self the donor, when his d&a^ was to stimulate pthiers to 
follow his example. His whcie conduct was marked by ik». 
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most consummate wisdom ; and left us at a loss whether to 
admire most the beneyolence of his heart, or the power of his 
understanding — the deeds of mercy which he performed^ or 
the manner in which he performed them. 

" All his prudence and benevolence was adorned with mod- 
esty and humility. So far was he from being inflated with 
the pride of wealth, that he spoke the genuine sentiments of 
his heart, when he said to a friend who applied to him with 
a case of distress, << My talent is the meanest of all talents--^ 
a little sordid dust ; but the man in the parable, who had but 
one talent, was accountable: and for the talent that I pos- 
sess, humble as it is, 1 am also accountable to the great Lord 
of AH." Hia bounty was not the result of fear, like the 
obedience of a slave, who trembles under the scourge of a 
haughty tyrant. It was not excited by the prospect of re- 
muneration, nor extorted by the dread of punishment, nor 
performed with a view to merit an inheritance in the king- 
dom of Heaven. 

" Enamoured With the charms of Virtue, he delighted to 
behold her native beauties, and to obey her sweet commands. 
He pmctised benevolence for the sake of the pleasure with 
which the practice of it was attended. He felt a luxury in 
doing good, and he determined to enjoy that luxury. Hia 
own experience taught him, that the God of Mercy, who for- 
med the heart of man to be the dispenser of his bounty, has 
ordained, that like the vital fluid, which goes from the heart, 
to diffuse life and genial warmth through the whole system, 
it should return, in the course of circulation, not impoverish, 
ed, but enriched, to the source whence it flowed. His good- 
ness might sometimes be requited with «vil, but this moved 
him not. He knew that no deed of mercy could be wasted ; 
that some ministering angel is stationed in every department 
of the moral worid, to gather up the fragments that fall from 
the table of benevc^ence, that nothing may be lost." 

1 may here introduce an extract from the last exhortation 
of Matthbw Fbakklih, delivered in Friends' Meeting, 
Pearl street. New York, January 9th, 1816. 

^ Pure religion, and unde/Ued before God xmd the FatkeTf 
is this — to visit the fatherless and widom in their affUction,^ 

^Ido not apprehend that the apostle James intended to 
confine the duty o^ Christians to this part of benevolence only. 
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but being desirous of establishing in the minds of the followers 
of Jesus, the principles of an expanded beneficence, gave 
this as a prominent example of what they were bouivi to 
perform. He doubtless intended to be understood, that the' 
cherishiiig of those feelings of compassion and hunmnity, 
was one of the best evidences, to show that men were the 
friends and not the enemies of our Lord and Saviour. 

^* When man's heart is touched and enlightened with God's 
Spirit, be endeavours to derive his happiness from these 
higher sources. He endeavours to feel for the distresses of 
all — he attempts to relieve and alleviate them: he seeks 
out the subjects of affliction, and labours to gladden the heart 
of the wretched. 

*<This is illustrated by the ps^rable in the holy writ, re. 
specting the good Samaritan. A certain man going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho, feU among thieves, that robbed 
him, and wounded him, and left him half dead. A priest 
and a Levite, in passing that way, observed him, but they had 
no compassion on him. They passed by, it is said, on the 
other side. J^ut a Samaritan was actuated by a different 
spirit — by the spirit of true religion : for when he saw the 
sufferer, he hastened to him — ^he bound up his wounds, pour, 
ing balm into them. He was not deterred from the per. 
formance of his duty, by any consideration of expense, but 
made provision with a liberal hand for the future necessities 
of him on whom he had pity. 

« We are generally too remiss, cold, and negligent in 
seeking out the abodes of poverty and sorrow. We should 
be active, zealous, and vigilant in the pursuit of them. Those 
who are of my sex^ should devote time to prosecute this 
benevolent concern. And you, my friends of the female 
sex, should also be engaged. You are better calculated 
than we are, to exercise the plans of charity — ^you know 
better in what manner to make the necessary inquiries in 
oider to discover latent afflictions, and afford consolation, and 
apply the proper remedies. We ought each to go there, 
hand-in-hand together.-— O my friends!" — ^^ 

Here he was suddenly stopped, while he was in this way, 
pleading with his usual earnestness and affection, the cause 
of the indigent and friendless, by a mandate from the coun- 
sels of eternal wisdom ; which arresting hiin at the com- 
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mencement of a sentence, instantly closed his testimony, and 
shut up his mental powers in utter oblivion to the woes and 
sufferings of his fellow creatures, an awful lesson to all those 
who duly consider it. 

Mr. (>Connel in his late patriotic address on the suffer- 
ings of the poor, proves, beyond the possibility of refutation, 
that Ireland is above all islands on earth, the most fertile and 
salubrious, and exports more provisions ; and yet the op- 
pressed labourers always suffer privation, and sometimes 
starvation. And to consolidate the assertion, he demonstrates 
that " out of a population of 8,000,000, 3,000,000, have to 
be supported by charity !" and that charity so scanty, as 
merely to sustain life. 

The parable of the rich man and Lazarus will instantly 
hush into eternal silence, any doubts relative to the deserts 
of the poor, and " youll quite forget their vices in their woe." 
Those who know their own defects, are always ready to 
make allowance for the defects of others. But, alas ! self- 
ignorance will often hide or excuse, or palliate our own 
faults, and magnify and accuse those of our neighbours.^ 
Were we to examine our conduct by the light of divine truth, 
we would find enough to despise and censure at home, and 
we would learn to spare the feelings of the poor, and not 
suffuse the supplicating countenance of th^ unfortunate, 
with confusion and grief, which I am sorry to say is too 
often done. Were we properly impressed with a sense of 
our duty as Christians, we would not require entreaties, so- 
licitations and remonstrances, to stimulate us to perform the 
duties of philanthropy. The recollection of God's kindness 
to us all, should incline us to be kind to each other ; more 
especially in the time of affliction. Nothing, in my humble 
opinion, is more hateful and detestable in the sight of our 
merciful God, than to see a rich man hoarding up in his 
coffers, the eyes of the blind, the feet of the lame, the health 
of the sick and decrepit ; while at the same time, he daily 
sees passing and re-passing, those poor objects of misfortune 
and affliction, whom God has put it in his power to relieve 
and comfort. But, alas ! instead of opening his coffers and 
bestowing some of that which would be eyes to the blind, 
feet to the lame, and health to the sick and decrepit, he shuts 
up his bowels of compassion against them, and eventually 



PLEASURES OF PARADISE. 95 

^ * 

loeka up fak heart with his moaey, in his strong box. If my 
limits would allow it, I could p^ove by stubborn facts, that 
God, in just indignation, often gives such penurious wretches 
their reward even in this life. Many, very many, of them 
are so deluded by avarice, that they will not allow them- 
selves evea the necessaries of life. Not a few of them com- 
mit suicide, least they should come to poverty; though in 
the uncontrolled possession of thousands of dollars. Others 
reserve their riches for their own degenerate sons ; who work 
out their own destruction, ruin their constitutions, characters, 
and soulsy throu^ the instrumentality of the money their 
penurious parents hoarded up for them. Surely the spider 
in the miser's strong box, the traveller who views the lord- 
ling's domskins, the beggar who beholds the jewels with 
wmch the monarch's royal diadem is studded, enjoy these 
baubles when their imperious owners are the food of worms, 
and the victinis of putrefaction. At any rate, the miser can 
but view and admire his money^ the lord of the manor his rich 
domains^ the monarch his royal appendages ; and the spider, 
the traveller, and the beggar can do the same. But when 
the- great men, the mighty men, and the rich men act the part 
of good stewards, with the prq>erty the God of nature had 
entrusted them with, they gain the most supreme and super- 
lative pleasure here, and lay up treasure at the right hand 
of God, \lrhich will be ready for their enjoyment, when they 
are taken from their earthly riches. 

Many virtuous citizens, with their families who some years 
ago were comfortably, and commodiously situated, 

While peace and plenty erown'd their cheerful board, . 

now, alas ! are reduced to absolute want. And what en- 
hances their wretchedness, is this : being possessed of sus- 
ceptible imaginations, ''they cannot dig; and to beg they 
are ashamed." What can they do? No employment can 
they procure, and consequently no resources; for when the 
wheels of commerce stop, ten thousands hands are imme- 
diately inactive, on which the support of helpless families 
depend. Their weeping infants with out-stretched arms, 
cling to their parent's breasts, and with plaintive voice and 
eloquence of eyes, they ask, but they ask in vain for bread. 
The busy neighbours, thoughtless of their wants, scarce know 
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or Wish to know, the su^ring tenants of the a^imng house. 
The industrious father, conscious of this sad reverse of for- 
tune, with whose veering gale false friendship flies away, 
petrified to see the approach of penury and rags, his very 
heart weeps blood, and anguish rends his breast ; wherever 
he looks, a horrid gloom strikes his eyes, while his bosom is 
transfixed with unutterable agony ; but alas ! an ill4inied 
delicacy, prevails upon him to conceal his wunts. He views 
the sons of dissipation, and the daughters of folly, cloyed with 
the abundance of that which his hapless children perish for 
die want of; and which they squander and dissipate on 
vanity and venahty4 For it is a well known fact, that the 
trimmings of the rich would cover the nakedness of the 
children of the poor. 

He could with fortitude endure for his own part the be- 
reavement of all earthly comforts ; but to see a beloved wiie^ 
sick upon a bed of straw, with her starving children around 
her, at home, and at the same time to look abroad and see 
nothing but a frowning world, ungrateful friends, apd the sons 
of pride new gilding their coaches,* before they would give 
one dollar to save him and his family from starvation. — ^The 
dreadful contemplation is more than he can bear : he seeks 
refuge in suicide, and dies. His weeping, starving children 
sicken. — ^Reader, canst thou now endure the picture of their 
deaths ? — ■ 

This is a dreadful description, but it is as true as it is tra- 
gical. Mercy forms a link in the chain of duties between 
man and all creation. There is no duty more powerfully and 
repeatedly inculcated In the sa<»«d scriptures than mercy. 
There is no crime against which fnore signal vengeance is 
denounced than cruelty, the opposite of mercy. 

We need not refer to the m«Jedictions in the Bible against 
the want of mercy. The voice of God in the creation, and 
in our own hearts, will abundantly demonstrate the truth of 
that important passage in the gospel, ** Blessed are thei mer- 
ciful, for they shall obtain mercy :" and that beautiful and 
awful parable of the , unfeeling servant, will show the pro- 
priety of reversing the above quotation, thusj << Cursed are 
the cruel, for they shall not obtain mercy." 

Is it not astonishing that the world should be filled with 
crueky, violence, innocent blood, mountains of human car- 
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Bftg&r aod ia abort, be made a sUuigfater-houae by maii, who 
dep^bda upon the meroy of God for the air he breathes, the 
bmid be eati^ the water he diinks, the clothes he wears, and 
every accoiOKiodatioQ he eDJoys. Sure I am, the unmercU 
fill man is his own executions, he aonihUates both his inteU 
lectual and corporeal happiness ; for the human mind is so 
coQStitated, that the tyrant is eteraaUy punished by lus own 
mious cruelty, wluch corrodes the finer feehngs, and will 
even eat out every germ of tranquillity. But on the other 
band, the pmctiee of benevolence produces io the mind the 
most eisqpiiaifely pleasurable sensations, infinitely superior to 
sensual gratifications ; it illuminates the soul with the recon- 
ciled smiles of the divine mi^esty, as well as the sacred sun- 
shine of an approving consdehce.— "Wherefore, O reader, 
if thou wouldst participate the pleasures of paradise, be raer* 
cifiiHp*eveiy living creature, animal as well as human. And 
i^KliMiu deaiSrast to anticipate the miseries of the damned in 
hell, only be cruel, unfeeling, unmerciful. In short, to bring 
iim. aigoment to a fi>ctts, mercy is the c^pring of Heaven, 
but cruelty the most hoiriUe inmate of hell. 

*^ The quality ' of mercy is not strain'd, 
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice bless'd ; 
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes : 
Tis mightiest in the mightiest ; it becomes 
^The throned monarch better than his crown. 
His sceptre shows the force of the temporal power. 
But m«rcy is above this scepter'd sway. 
It is an attribute of God himself; 
And earthly power doth then show likest God's, 
When mercy seasons ju8tioe«-*we do pray for mercy ; 
And that sa.me prayer doth teach us ail to render 
tlie deeds of mercy. Shakspeare. 

Thus, where true mercy reigns in the heart, it will be 
evidenqed by corresponding works of benevolence. Tender 
mercy without benevolent actions, is as impossible as the 
sun to shine without giving light. 

The most effectual way to find happiness for ourselves^ i% 
by first endeavouring to promote it in otharft And even to 



I 
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do good in secret, is to render our reward more exquidtdy 
sweet and transcendently glorious, as this would be imitating 
the munificent Creator, by concealing the benefeetor and 
bestowing the benefit. This would be doing a generous deed 
in a generous way, bf sparing the feelings of the unfortu. 
nate, who too often are intellectually wounded, while the hand 
of charity, with pompous parade, is e]|tended to relieve their 
corporeal wants. Would the sons of avarice r^inquish their 
golden god, and become the votaries of benevolence, they 
would soon regain tranquillity, and enjoy real peace. Then 
they would contemplate the folly, infatuation, and absurdity 
of their antecedent pursuits, and as a sailor recently snatched 
from a watery grave, and seated upon a rock, contemplates 
the imminent danger he has' escaped, and is ready to stretch 
his hand to any of his comrades who may approach the rock 
whereon he is seated: so will they embrace every opportu- 
nity to snatch from impending ruin, the infatuated votaries 
of avarice and sensuality. 

Would men forego the luxuries, and content themselvefl 
with the comforts of life, we would not see half so much 
human wretchednesss in the world. The rich spend the 
wealth God entrusted to them for benevolent purposes, on the 
most foolish, frivolous, and often the most destructive trifles, 
without ever ms^ng any reservation for Grod and his poor. 
And while they thus rob the poor of their mite, they rob 
themselves also of their own happiness. For it is one of the 
regulations of that universal justice that governs the world, 
that excess shall be its own tormentor. The few, monopo- ' 
lize the wealth of the many, either by force or fraud; con- 
sequently one part are cloyed by abundance, and of course 
cannot enjoy it, while the other are destitute of the necessa- 
ries of life, and of course suffer for want of it. The rich 
cannot enjoy pleasure, because the attainment of it costs 
them no trouble ; they never can enjoy what they possess, 
because they are always coveting more, and dissatisfied with 
what they have. 

Their wealth robs them of real pleasure — ^because, 
They are always outrunning their necessities : 

of course disgust follows satiety, and debility, disease, and 
premature death, foUow disgust. The perfiime of a thousand 
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roses delq^bts for die moment, but the thora inflicts a ptiin 
which will last £<x hours. The sting of the bee is more pain- 
fuly thaa the taste of honey is sweet. . Thus this satiety and 
debility, produced by riches, give more pain than its sweet 
gives pleasure; and tiie rich by spending their wealth in 
yanity, not only rob the poor, but annihilate their own present 
and eterpal happiness; which consists in mediocrity and 
benevolence* Yes, beneficence is the happiness of virtue, 
and no happiness on earth can be more certain, more secure, 
or more sacred. 

But admitting, for the sake of illustration, that the rich 
man can enjoy real pleasure here, yet as life is uncertain, 
surdy he must live in constant jeopardy ; because he is in 
constant apprehension of losing his riches and happiness. 

Does not God, as a just punishment, send rich men strong 
delusions, that they may beheve a lie ; and as they will not 
use their abundant riches for his glory and the good of his 
poor, are not they often so. infatuated as to starve themselves 
in the midst of abundance. I know a man of property who 
goes like a b^gar and lives upon the offals of the market, &c, 
and he has no family. I could point to the pUce, and men- 
tion the time when another penurious person killed himself to 
avoid coming to poverty ; yet he died worth eighty thousand 
dollars, and had no family. Like the budding flower that 
keeps all its beauties concealed, and all its sweets locked up, 
are such niggardly wretches, whose aims are all turned in- 
ward, whose private interest is the centre of their designs, 
aod the circumference of their actions. Thus, whil^ some 
hoard up their wealth in iron chests, and like the dog in the 
manger, will neither enjoy it themselves nor let those in need 
partake of it : others with their riches, are sacrificing their 
health and reputation, corrupting their children, contami. 
Bating their neighbours, and shipwrecking their own souls, by 
thehr dissolute practices. 

Notwithstanding the conviction I feel, that many of the 
aforesaid characters will view my arguments with the parc^- 
lizing frown of neglect, yet I ^m encouraged with the confix 
dence^ that my labour of love will not be altogether in vain, 
but that some benevolent persons will view them with the 
eye of candour.; and will both conmiiserate and mitigate the 
miseries of the poor, by organizing societies similar to the 
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one we are eulogizing. Then shall the blessings of the poott 
and the approving smiles of heaven repay their liberality. 

I appeal to the reader's common sense and common can- 
dour (whether a Christian or a philosophical unbeliever) fbft 
a confirmation of the truth and force ^ my argumentation. 
His conscience, I am persuaded, is in unison with the uner- 
ring prophet ; experience whispers in reason's ear, that my 
assertions are true. If it is allowed that rich men are merely 
God's stewards in this world, I will contend that every weal- 
thy man that hoards up his money, or spends it on vanity or 
sensuality, is a thief and a robber, because he robe God and 
the poor ; but if they are independent of Grod, this argu- 
m&A falls to the ground. I know a man, whose service of 
gold and silver plate, amounts to 40,0(M) dollars ; and do you 
suppose that he is happy, because he is so rich ! He is, I 
am persuaded, farther from it than the most indigent wretch. 
With what sovereign contempt, mingled with pity, must God, 
and every benevolent man view this rich booby, seated in his 
palace ; refusing his indignant fellow-travellers to the grave, 
the crumbs that fyi from his taUe, or the ofials which his 
dogs refuse to eat. ** How dreadful must thy sununons be, 
Oh death!" to such an unfeeling soul as this! The pride 
which springs spontaneously from this man's opulence, blinds 
his inteUectoal eyes and hardens his heart ; of course the 
least loss, cross or privation wounds him ; while the greatest 
enjoyments cease to please. He will not let experience teach 
him, that the enjoyments of repose must be purchased by 
fatigue, eating by hunger, drin^ng by thirst, and so on with 
every other enjo3rment. Even if we wish to be beloved we 
must love ; in short, real happiness is only to be obtained by 
benevolent privations and sacrifices : and this will give a relish 
to each enjoyment. — ^Every rich man possessed of a grain 
of common sense, must allow these to be stubborn facts : yet 
how few do we find who make any sacrifice, or sufier the 
least privation for the aakQ of relieving a poor brother ? Yet 
no doubt they expect to go to heaven ; which is to expect 
that the awful Judge on the day of final retribution, will tell 
a palpable lie to save them, which he must do if he applies 
the exhilarating invitation, ** Come ye blessed, &c." 

I do not solicit the benevolent to bestow their charity on 
common street beggars. The persons for whom I feel the 
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tnost sympathetio commissenitioii, wotdd pmsh in their 
wretched retirement^ sooner than expose their wretchedness 
be&re the pubtic eje. The benevolent, in order to avoid 
impositioiit might send their deviations to such super-exceilent 
ihstitutions as the Hoi^itable Society, who would he their 
ahnoners* 



A grateful sense of duty to the writer, requires me here to 
copy from the United States Grazette an exposure of the 
impolicy and cruelty of a late alteration in the Pennsylva- 
nia poor laws. This writer is the venerable Matthew 
Carey, w^ose^ late edition of his Vindiciaa Hibemicse, a 
work of almost unparalleled research and authority, has 
Hke other exe^enC wotks, been appreciated in the inverse 
ratio of its merits. 

THE AGE OF CHIVALBT REVIVED AT HARRISBIIBG. 

The gaUantry^politeneMf and kumamty of the Legialaturt 
of Pennsylvania^ placed in fuU relief 

Some weeks since six hundred and seventeen llidies of PhiU 
adelphia, signed menuirials to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
praying for a repeal of the clause in the Poor Law of this 
State, which prohibites out door relief, ^ except temporarily.'* 
They were sent to Mr. Tyson, one of the city m^nbers. 

Mr. Tyson as chairman of a committee on the subject, 
had, at an early stage of the session— 4oo early, it is believed, 
to have affi)rded time for due consideration — made an unfa« 
vourable report. 

The only order, it is presumed, that was taken on those 
memorials; was to refer them to a committee, who might, 
without impropriety, be called a committee of oblivion. Be 
this as it may, the ladies and their memorials produced no 
effect whatever. This was not very chivalric. 

Besides the memorials of the ladies, there were some bun- 
dreds of citizens who had signed memorials, stating the misi. 
ery> wretchedness and degTadation--Hhe conversion of indus* 
trious women into street beggar&»^produced by the cruel, 
heartless clause in question. 

, . But all was of no avail. The opinions of twelve gentle- 
men, guardians of the poor, outweighed aU the rest. 

9* 



lOS BEAUTIES OP FHlLAKTHmOPt. 

Now, I venture to aver, that the optniea of one of these 
angeb ni mercy, the lady viaiterB of the poor, ought to have 
more wei^t m the decisioii of this questkm, thaa that, not 
merely of twehCj but six timet fwdnoe guardiMW of the poor. 

The reaeon is obvious. The kdiee in queitioa sink into 
the cellars, and mount into the garrets, where the indnstiious 
women pine away a wretched existence on wages, which, in 
too many cases, will not procure them the common necessa- 
ries of life ; and where ^ soixy pittance they weare wont to 
rec^ve from the guardians^ tended to allay, in some degree, 
the revolting bitterness o£ the cruel £ate, to which they are 
devoted by the constitution of society. Those ladies ean bear 
testimony to the hideous consequenees of the prohibition. 

But what is the case witli the guardians of the poor? 
They have, as gmurdUmtj little intovceurse with «By of the 
poor but the inmates of the Alms House, from whom they 
appear to draw conclusions respecting the whole. 

To show the horrors and abominations resulting from the 
clause in question, let it suffice to exhibit its operation in 
1835, when the out-door relief was cut off. 

The whole number of out-door paupers at that time was 
649, ef whom there were 154 between GO and 70! 161' 
between 70 and 80 1 60 between 80 sad 90 ! 9 between 
90 and 100 ! ! and 6 beyond 100 !! ! I assume the number 
and ages the same as in 1830, aod the difference csnnot have 
been material. 

There were '60 btind, 42 cripples, 31 labouring under 
rheumatism, 29 consumptive^ ll-with s<»e legs, 11 paralytic, 
10 lame, 6 with liver complaint, 5 with fits, 7 ruptured; 
others with king's evil, sciroiula, asthma, dumbness, bhodness, 
idiocy, phthisis, pleurisy, <S(c. See Hazard's Register, YoL 
VI., page 266. 

Among the number were 498 women ! ! of whom 406 
were widows ! ! and 372 children ! ! 

AH these were turned adrift to beg or starve ! as the goar- 
dians tell us, none of them went into the alms house. 

By Uie recent En^ish poor law, ont-door refief is afforded 
to the infirm, and to all the poor without excq[>tioB, above 60. 
By our humane system, if Methusdah was adivB and here, he 
must starve or beg, or go into the alms house, where a moral 
classification is impracticable. 
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A strong mod new objection to the obnoxious clause re- 
mains to l]NB stated. The support of the poor falls with very 
unequal weight on our citizens. While the great mass pay 
»> nM>re than the amount of their poor tax, there sut«e some 
who pay, in additioii, 20, SO and 40 ddlars p^ annum. Nay, 
I could mention three citizens who paid last year about 
4^400. A respectable lawyer in Walnut street assured me 
tiiat he had in one day paid in thui way twenty dollars. 

The Guardians, in th»U' long-winded manifesto of last year, 
boast of having saved ^0,000 in that year. The saving was 
greatly exaggerated. But is there a man possessed of ha. 
manity, who does not execrate any saving at the expense of 
such massies of misery i» it inflicted on the Mind, and the 
lame, and the paMed, and the consunmtive, and the superan- 
nuated, ready at 80, 90^ and 1 00, to sink into the grave ! It 
ought to he observeid that had they gcme into the alms house, 
tiiey would have cost 106- cents a head per week ; whereas, 
as out-door poor^ &ey averaged but 46 3-4 ! Thus the S3rs- 
tern is calcillated to sacrifice economy in- an equal degree 
with the outrage it perpetrates on humanity. 

It has been asserted by intelligeht citizens, and indeed ad- 
mitted by candid overseers and guardians of the poor, that 
the tendency of the office is to harden the heart. This is 
natural.* 'Aie bold, the shameless, the hardened poor are 
are obtrusive, and force themsehree on the notice of over- 
seen and guardi^s : while the more deserving are retiring 
and modest, and require te be sought out, which they rarely 
ai^ The guatdians, therefore, having little or no intercourse 
with the out-door poor, are, I repeat, the least cpialified, o^ 
guardians, to decide on the point at issue. Is it not, there, 
lore, monstrous and intolerable, that the decision of the twelve 
gentlemen above referred to, should have power to veto the 
wishes and opinions of 617 ladies, and hundreds of citizens, 
almost may twelve of whom are probably as competent to 
decide on the Subfect as &ey are 1^ 

Having tried in vain fer above two years, by private let- 
tbrs and by diffinrent memorials, to have this foul stain obliter- 
ated from our code, I was determined to try the effect of 
personal appMcation, and accordingly, in the late inclement 
season, at the age of 78, and extremely infhrm in miy limbs, 
I Tode 110 miles to Harrisbnrg, over a road, part of which, 
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around the tunnel, is as bad and as dangerous as any road in 
the United States. I hoped to be able to convince our city 
and county members of the disastrous and pernicious conse- 
quences of the clause.' I exhausted my whole stock of ora- 
tory on the subject. But Canute's commands to the roaring 
ocean were not more unavailing than my argumeints. 

. I siga my nakne to this communication, as I do not wish 
to shun the responsibility of its publication, however unpop. 
ular it may be with the guardians and their friends, and the 
whole race of Malthusians. That it will excite great obloquy 
and hostility, J feel persuaded. Of course I am fully pre- 
pared for them. This is a tribute that all men, almost with- 
out exception have to pay, when they attempt to reform 
abuses which are upheld by or advantagous to, influential in- 
dividuals — no matter how ^reat the abuses, how small the 
sacrifice by the reformer, how fe,w aire interested against it. 
How then could I, an insulated being, expect to escape the 
forfeit. 

March 29, 1838. M. Cabey. . 

From another of our journals^ I extract the following, to 
contrast the tlnglish poor laws^ and out-door relief with 
those of Pennsylvania, 

The object of the reform of the poor laws in England, 
was, to free the nation from the enormous and intolerable 
burden under which it groaned, by the support of out-door 
able bodied poor, amounting probably to 4 or 500,000, on 
whom millions were annudly expended. One of the ear- 
liest regulations of the new system was, to prohibit all relief 
to the ** abie bodied except in work-houses". This wise sys- 
tem diminished the numbers in some cases one-half, in others 
two-thirds. 

But while they thus lopped off the abuses of the old sys- 
tem, they paid due atteatbn to the indefeasible claims of in- 
firmity, disease, and decrepitude, as will appear £com the fol- 
lowing humane extract ^om their last report, dated July, 1829. 

<< We take this opportunity to state,, that in' endeavouring 
to give effect to the intentions of the Legislature, we have on 
all occasions had especial regard to the cases of the aged 
and infirm. We have,, as respects the whole class consid- 
ered they are the last that should be subjected to any serious 
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incdnvetiietice by the change. Our orders for the discon- 
tinuance of out-door relief relate mainly to the able-bodied ; 
persons above sixty years of age, being specially exempted 
from the operation of the rule/ — ^Page 68. 

"For the honor of our city and state, we deeply lament, 
that we look in vain in our code for any thing approaching 
to a trace of this humanity. As soon as the alms-house was 
completed all out-door relief, ^except temporarily,* was at 
once prohibited. No attention w^ paid to age, sex, condi- 
tion, character, former standing in society, infirmity or de- 
crepitude. The whole number was, at one sweep, struck 
off the list and reduced to beggary, '6r to the ahns-house, to 
the latter of which the laudable pride of the decent and re- 
spectable portion of the poor offers ah insuperable objection ; 
as a moral classification has been found impractible— and the 
most respectable poor may have to consort, at table, with the 
most reprobate. Thus the ill-starred victims of poverty were 
driven to mencKcity; for according to a statement of the 
guardian, not one of them entered the alms-house. 

^' The prohibition arose firom some abuses committed by 
overseers of the poor in former times. But there is at pre- 
sent no danger of a recurrence of this misconduct; as there 
are respectable citizens appointed as visiters, whose duty it 
is to examine into the claims of applicants, and to reject the 
tinworthy. 

^< Assuming, as is reasonable, that the number and ages of 
the out-door poor in 1836, were not essentially different from 
those of 1830— -the date of the last enumeration — we pro- 
ceed Ito state the facts of the case. Of the whole number, 
649, there were no less than 498 women, who were gene- 
rally reduced to poverty by the inadei^uacy of their wages. 
There were 406 widows. There were 390 persons ahove 
sixty years of age, that age which, in England, is privileged 
firom being forced into a workhouse." 

Some say that there is too much done for the poor already, 
while the Philadelphia coroner's official report for 1837, 
proves that 10 persons died with hunger and cold. I pre. 
sented one of my works on charity to Mr. Morris, Editor of 
the Pennsylvania Enquirer, who had the liberaUty to publish 
ati extract in his journal (Jan. 28, 1838,) and also himself 
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make the following eloquent appeal. Would that all ^ton 
and clergymen would do likewise. 

^ Should the present severe weather continue for any con- 
siderable period of time, much suffering will no doubt be 
experienced by the indigent and afflicted. Indeed, we have 
heard of several cases of the most painful and heart- touching 
character within the last few days. The recept disastrous 
condition of businees — ^the pressure — the 8ugpen}Bion--*and 
the bankruptcy that followed in their train, have doubtless im- 
poverished and striken down many, who, a year ago, bounded 
through life, buo3rant with hope and elated with prosperity. 
In this class were the temperate, industrious, and economical. 
Indeed, so overwhdming was the ruin at one time, so sudden 
the reverses it produced, that few could have anticipated or 
provided against its calamities. Therefore, the shock is felt 
with the more poignancy, and it is the lofty in spirit «id the 
upright in integrity, who, suffering under such circumstances, 
shrink from the public gaze, and endeavour to hide their 
penury and sorrow, in miserable retirement, and perhaps, 
hopeless seclusion. It is the duty of true charity — of that 
noble-hearted philanthropy which delights in doing good — to 
seek out such, adminiister to their wants and alleviate their 
woes. The bold and unblushing beggar, sturdy and hale in 
constitution, and impudent in deportment-— requires no such 
scrutiny. He will take care of his own case, magnify his 
w^nts and exaggerate his story. But the timid, sensitive 
and truly worthy — ^the widow with her fair children just 
blushing into womanhood, and struggling to hide from the 
cold gaze of the world, all the anguish of their condition — 
the afflicted man of family, who for many weary months 
has been confined to a bed of sickness, and thus unable to 
earn by the sweat of his brow, wholesome subsistence for the 
beings who are dearer to him than life ; the bankrupt trader, 
yfho, stripped of his all by harsh and heartless creditors, is 
conipellea in the evening of his life, a crushed and prostrate 
man, to eke out a miserable existence and submit daily and 
hourly to some new and lacerating wound upon his natural 
respectability and pride* — ^These, and such as these, are the 
legitimate objects of Heaven-bom Charity ; and to administer 
to their comforts, must win more favour in the eye of Heaven, 
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tfaan an the vain and ostentatious almsgivings that are intend- 
ed for the eye of the world, or lauded by the lip of the 
world— and excite approbation only amongst the worldly; 
and even that, poor as it is, is bitterly alloyed with envy. 
We have often thought, when running our mind over the 
many affluent men in our coQimunity — that if a mode 
could be designated, by which they would be bene^tted 
most, both here and hereafter, in the disposition of their 
wealth, it would be in the manner we have adverted to— ^ 
going about and doing good in a private and unobtrusive 
way, exercising care only, that the objects should be deserv- 
ing. How many widotvs, orphans, or honest and noble-heart- 
ed beings, depressed by adversity, might be rescued from 
hopelessness and despair — their eyes made bright and their 
hearts made glad, by the Christian-like course to which we 
have adverted. It is strange indeed, that so many go down 
to the gtave,* anidous to the last hour for the accumulation 
of more, and compelled at that crisis to part with their all, 
whose declining years might have been rendered heavenly 
by good deeds and their invariable recompense — ^had they 
exercised a proper spirit of charity, and delighted rather in 
relieving the wants and administering to the happiness of their 
deserving fellow-creatures, than in hoarding tip that, which, 
m the language of Solomon, maketh unto itself wings like 
an eagle, and fleeth away — ^for ever ! 

** A kind-hearted old philanthropist of this city, recently 
puUished a pamphlet which contains some excellent hints, 
and abounds with true charity. The following passage from 
Hbe preface^ makes allusion to the sufl^ring poor of our 
own city:'* 

There is one class of poor in our southern suburbs, who 
suffer the moitt in severe weather, and are pitied the least, 
and I beUeve are oi^en, if not always, passed unnoticed by our 
sons and sisters of charity. I would thwefore, earnestly and 
afiectionately implore the president and members^f^that ex* 
cellent institution, << The American Moral Reform Society/' 
and also the minister and rich members of St. Thomas's 
church, to establish a hospitable society for the exclusive 
spiritual and temporal relief and instruction of the above neg- 
lected and unpitied sufterers— one of whom perished for wan^ 
to my own certain knowledge two winters ago, my endeavours 
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to relieve hm to the qcMotnury notwithialandipgi an/l no doiM 
many pegrish thus ev^ry severe winter. 

If there is joy ia heaveo oyer one sinner that repenteth* 
how much, more on the r^ivaj of the hospitable society^ 
which may relieve the bodiias, a£ul convert. the souls of thou- 
sands. There &r& perhaps 200 institutions in our city, ti> 
gratify the pride, avarice, sensuality, and selfishness of the rich* 
I know but two for the relief of the wretched poor in our sub- 
urbs, and their funds are deficient ; because iiuquity abounds^ 
as Christ foretold, therefore the love of many waxeth cdd* 

It. is yet in the power of Congress to obey God'a golden 
rule, and do unto our injured black and red neighboura 
as we would wish them to do unto us on a change of con^ 
ditions ; or, in other w;ord||, ^sb the Briti^ parlianjient, pur- 
chase the liberty and compensato the first, and pay the lAit 
the fidl value of the property and possessions- we have or 
may compel them to evacuate. 

Have our forefathers gone to their forefathers with wagon 
loads of cursed alcohol, while the words < blessed gospel* 
were playing upon their lips, and murdered millions of them, 
therewith, and then cheated them out of their land and peltry ? 
have they exterminated a whole race of men from the face 
of the earth, a very small remnant excepted? and have, we 
also in the sight of heaven and all the despots of Europe and 
the world, driven that wretched remnant from the homely, 
though happy possessions of their ancestors, and put them 
off with a paltry bonus, by way of remuneration 7 This the 
head chief of the Cherokee nation told a friend of mine, wae 
a fact; and that the land we gave them was a swampy 
prairie. Is this the way the American government, in whom 
the destinies of Europe, of the.world, and of posterity are 
involved, like a city placed upon a hill, which all eyes are 
beholding to see if our practice tally with our profession ; ia 
this the way we are 'A lesson to the oppressor and a pat* 
tern to the oppressed V KJ^^ shame, where is thy bhish ! 
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80MB CAUSES OF PtWULAR POVERTY, 

Bi ooBHixnrs c iom^bix, 
" Tha deatrootioa of (fas poor ia thor porecty." — Sotmon. 
[We cannot admit this eamy of Dr. Blachly witfacmt iiuwtiiig 
a lew liaes which are applicable to every part of tbi? whole 
volume. The only possible mode under heaven, of eMabliriiii^ 
human rights and happiness, and averting human wrongs, ii 
the equalization of power, that is, of property ; and this can 
be done only by one possible mode, viz: fixing by co 
tion a maximum, or limited amount, beyond which i 
cim own capital under any pretence. Atler this maxtt 
readied, the individual should have the full power of distii. 
buting the surplus, but if he neglects, the law will distribute 
fbi him, as, for example, in the casd of wills. This, and this 
only, will wrest the oppressive sceptre from the grasp of 
monopoly and aristocracy^ Auxiliaries, as industry, economy, 
sobriety, moral physiology, will of courae be needed, but th^ 
they are auxiliaries only, and inefiectual without this mea- 
sure, to ensure a competency to the mass of mankind, they 
have too ample and constant evidence. The law assume* 
this principle ia allowing each individual but one vote, and 
hut one wife, or husband. T^e greatest amount might be 
eight or ten times what would be the average, (were prt^rty 
equally divided,) for each adult man and woman, and a 
amaUa; allowance for children in proportion to their ages. 
Many philosophers have advocated this measure and some 
nations have at times partially adopted it.] 
10 
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''All public measures which are not strictly equitable, 
are destructive of the trae end of civil government." — 
J« -DUwin, 

The oppressions of the poor and the sighings of the needy, 
arise from a multiplicity of circumstances, and the following, 
among other causes, demand particular attention; because 
they have hitherto been too litde noticed. They are these : 
1st, Interests. 2d, Rents. 3d, Duties. 4th, Inheritances. 
5th, Churches established by laws of men. I bave here 
viewed them theoretically, practically, and scriptural ly. 

Every evil disposition of th.e heart, and every erroneous 
principle of the miad, when brought into action, and confirmed 
into habit and custom, oppresses, and more or less destroys civil 
and religious light, liberty, happiness, and prosperity. Where 
is there a angle perverse propensity, or erroneous principle 
of action, that has not led its votaries to the commission of 
every kind of sin against the Creator, and every kind of 
iniquity against the creature, which has groaned in bondage 
from the fall of man to the present day ? The history of them 
would fill volumes, and each of them deserves one, to teach 
by examples and facts, how greatly error and vice ought to 
be feared and avoided. What oppressions, persecutions, and 
destruction of the human species, have been produced by 
ambition, by pride, by vanity, by resentment and anger, by 
false honour and glory, by covetousness, by luxury, by sexual 
lust, by drunkenness, by gaming, horse-racing, cock-fighting,' 
bttU-haitiog, boxing, and other undue pleasures and pursuits, by 
fear of man, by erroneous hopes, by- erroneous fears, by false 
principles in domestic, political, and religious matters. Pagans 
have oppressed the Jews and Christians ; Christians, so called, 
have persecuted, and slain. Pagan, Jew, and Turk ;• Maho- 
metans have trod in the same path ; and the world has, for 
thousands of years, been an aceldama, a golgotha, a scene 
of slavery and tyranny, and a house of miserable lamentation 
and heart-rending adUctions. 

The slave trade was lat^y esteemed to be judicious and 
and beneficial, because its principle, practice, and conse- 
quences, had not been duly investigated. Duelling and war 
are now under public consideration, and are likely to become 
as abhorrent as the trade in fiesh and souls of human beings. 
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Without the art, labour, or ingenuity of its proprietor^ the 
opulent owner must necessarily obtain his increase from those 
who do exercise art, labout and ingenuity, and he may, with- 
out any exercise, study, genius, or industry, continually re* 
ceire the products of other people's ex^tions ; and he will 
necessarily accumulate property, and ttkut will necessarily 
increase his income, and also enable him to monopolize more, 
till he or his posterity are plunged into luxury, excess, ex- 
trayagance, and abominable vices, that shall, like a whirlwind, 
scatter his golden feathers among others* By vices, are 
they dispersed, but by what virtues were they collected? 
That money may be gotten by honest industry is certain and 
uiideniable ; but it is as certain and undeniable, that millions 
are always drained from the industrious and frugal people, 
who therefore toil from imbecile youth to decrepid age, with- 
out being able to obtain riches, or competence for themselves. 
' If the wealth of nations proceeda from menial and corpo- 
real industry, (which improve the bountiful materials of Na- 
ture, to which all her childten are equally entitled,) those 
usages must be very unjust in their nature, which prevent 
the sober, frugal, and industrious poor from becoming easy 
in their outwcurd circumstances. If the labour and diligence 
of t&e hand and head produce the riches and prosperity of 
civilized nations ; should not every wise, just, and humane 
governor and legislator, encourage and recompense the art- 
ists, scientific men, and labourers, who enrich the nations ? 
And if their indus^ and labours are the 8cie causes, of the 
opulence of nations, either remotely or immediately, they are 
iiie sole persons who ought to increase in opulence. But by 
interest and rents, we see the luxurious, the lazy, the idle, 
the extravagant and injurious, who are cunning or lucky 
enough' to keep within a vast income, bask in the sunshine 
of pleasures and vanities, adding houses to houses, and lands 
to lands, as mentioned in the prophet If they Who benefit- 
ted general society were the only persons rewarded for their 
diligence, ingenuity, and labour, industry would be rewarded 
and thrive ; and indolence be punished by poverty. Thus, 
men in thi% as well as in the next world, would be lewarded 
according to their works* 

Rents of houses and lands, and interestof money, and in- 
come from property of any kind, for the principle is univer- 
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•al, are probobly* the effects of ancioDt usurpatBoo, tyraimy 
and conquest. An usurper, who subjects a nation of individ. 
ualt under his authority^ exacts, for himself and compeers, 
pecuniary assistance. He knows that money is as power, 
and that he must have it by force or contrivance.— Anciently, 
a conqueror considered the lives, liberty, and property of ibit 
vanquished, as his own. This was tfa« spirit of the barba- 
rians who overthrew the Roman empire, and conquered Eu* 
rope. The lands became the property of the victorious, and 
the inhabitants were enslaved. Their lords, dukes, eails^ 
barons, dec, therefore demanded fealty, homage, knights.fees» 
personal services and rents* The Cearls (or distant peas- 
ants) paid the feudal lords all profits. The viUaint (or do* 
mestic peasants) were eye^aves of the same lords. The 
fHUtah were their land tenants. The king was proprietcnr 
of all soilr Then an acre of land of the b«rt kind sold for 
no more than four sheep. Such practices in Russia,' and 
other realms, are not yet wholly abrogated nor ended : when 
custom sanctions what vice and usurpation forced into prac^ 
tice, then the iniquity appears from habit, proper and equi- 
table. They fulfilled the 11th verse of the 4eth Psalm. 
Read it. 

Rights to property have been derived not only from com- 
pulsive power, but firom Pftpal assumption. When Columbus 
discovered the new continent, the Pope claimed it as the law- 
ful proprietor, (jure divino) by a divine right. How pqpes 
or kings can prove their divine rights by indufoitaUe evidence, 
I leave to politicians and fanatics to make known, and en. 
force by compulsion and delusion. These may plunder Hin- 
dostan of her riches, the American aborigines of their lands, 
and rob Afric^i of luBr inhabitants, and enslave their descen* 
dants, and wipe away the iniquity of these acts by a divine 
right ; which, as it proceeds fipom goodness and from God, 
must be good and godly. But if it is neither one or the 
other, it must be diabdi<»Gd, and be derived from an opposite 
origin and power. 

Kings, as well as popes, have claimed a similar title to 
things, by the right of diseoven/i ! By this right Spain, 
Portugal, Holland, dz:c, assumed dominion over various parts 
of America, New.Hoiland, South-Sea Islands, dc^c. Having 
power to enforce their assumed rights, the evil tree grew, 
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aod-the aborigOHil occupants of the soil have, in various ways 
and kustances, eaten the bitter fruits of their avarice and 
power, and were slaughtered in war and oppressed in peace. 
New.England, Virginia, and other places, felt the consequen- 
ces of these usurpations. Though Pennsylvania was ceded 
by the crown of England to Wm. Penn, his enlightened con- 
science informed him, he ought to purchase the truer title of 
occupancy firom the native possessors g£ the soil. He was, 
therefore, beloved by them, and enjoyed the t^ritory in 
peace. He iktested the pcrficy and condnct of Cortes at 
Mexico, for his soul was united to God, who is wisdom,'^love, 
truth, justice, and benevdience. 

My idea of title may be found in Moses' account of man's 
creation. Man, created a little lower than the angels, had 
donUnion given to him, (not in his individiuilf but in his a^- 
gr^oto capacity,) over every living thing; whiether animal 
or vegetable. If individuals usurp, what is the divine right 
only of the aggregate, they deprive tTUin, (a term including 
all men and women,) of his rights and privileges, granted 
him in the beginning, by God, lus creator, and the sole pro* 
prietor of angels, men, beasts, birds, fishes, serpents, insects, 
vegetables, minerals, lands, seas, air, and heaven. For his 
gl(»y, we are told, they are and were created. All men 
should therefore, esteem themselves as deriving their titles 
from Him, lor general use and benefit, and not for individual 
aggrandizement, and oppression of the multitude* And as 
Adam and Eve, and their children, were the first occupants, 
occi^pancy was the next title man had to the habitable eaifth. 
The improvement, use, and multiplication of the productions 
of the earth, seas, and air, by industry, art, and ingenuity, is 
•1^ third fair and equitable title to the things of this world. 
I know of no other title to property, that is truly righteous 
and beneficial to the great family of the whole world. And 
if there is no other true right or righteous title, what 
must we think of the interest or* increase of money, goods, 
houses, and lands, for the benefit, not of the aggregate 
association, nor the occupant, nor die artist, improver, and 
cultivator, but for the benefit of some opulent individual 
or family, who claim titles to more than they improve, 
occupy, use, and the cultivate, except by tenure and labour 
of others. ' 

10* 
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iaIerMt for moveable property, rents for imnoveable estatoi^ 
the incomes of banking companies, and similar methods of 
increasing property out of all proportion to the cost, iagoac^i 
and labour connected with each .things, ooght to be deem^ 
unjust, and injurious to the human family ; but just and poHw 
tio as lar as they are comiecfed widi the public good, and pri* 
▼ate occupancy, labour, and improvement of the claimant* 

Being unjust, and consequently pernicious, what has been 
the fact as well as the theory of these thin^? Roilin aiK 
swers, in his ancient history, that those nations that aHow 
the greatest interest are the soonest precipitated into the 
abyss of destruction. Where is there an older empire than 
that of China's three hundred miDions of people! It is 
reputed to have stood from the days of Socrates, or Esdras, 
to the present day, which is above two thousand years. Yet 
China is said to have been, till laterly, opposed to usury or 
increase. ** Usury," says M'Cartney, *< is like gaming, a di»> 
honourable mode of getting money !" Vices, in excess, are 
the rapid destruction of nations as well as individuals : but if 
national or individual unrighteousness are moderate, they are 
only moderately hurtful, yet all vices oppress, and each is a 
tyrant. Abundance of tyrants, vices, and o^ressioBs ar» 
begotten by an abundant excess of riches in the hands of the. 
few, who are thereby often rendered proud, haughty, hnuw 
nous, profligate, lustful and inhuman. Abundance cf riches 
flow into the coflers of the opulent, from the hire of lands and 
houses, and from the interest, use, or usury of money. 

The interest of j&100,000 a year, at six per cent, is J&6000 
annually. If the rich gain and 'receive this, of whom do 
they extract this sum, if not from the industrious and poorer 
class, who give them this oppressive annual tax ? This, 
however, is so concealed by its remote and complicated mode 
of action, that the indigent part of society don't know ^e 
harm of it, and therefore, never think of raising their voice 
against it* 1st. The borr6wer of money must pay his in- 
terest, and he must even profit by the loan ; to profit by the 
loan he must oppress those he deals with. 2dly. And these 
again oppress others. Thus the oppression begins in the op* 
ulent drone, or slaves as the case may be, and descends from 
richer to poorer, regularly down, to tl»s mast needy clafl» 
of society, who, oppressed to the utmost, starve, or toil 
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ni^t and day, wintef and summer, in foul and hit weatlier, 
year after year, till tkey drop exhausted, poor, and wretched, 
into the silent tomb, unless previously slaughtered by their 
severities. If a poor man gets by muscular labour j&dO, or 
the hundredth part of mt, thousand pounds annually, he has 
reason, in the present state 6f social law and custom, to bless 
God^and I trust he does its much as he who possesses ten 
thousand times as. much, and receives annually a hundred 
times his wages, though wholly idle ; or, if in trade, this Dkeg 
may be accumulating by it, from those who are ultimate 
needy, ten hundred times aslnuch, Or a great deal more. 

Ftohn 15. — '^Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 
who shdl dwell in Hiy holy hill ?" ' Answer.—^* He that walk- 
6th uprightly, and worheth righteousness, and speaketh truth 
in his heart. He that putteri^ not eut his money to usury 
or increase, nor teketh reward against the innocent." 

Note, — ^That usury, in Scripture language, as well as 
ain<mg Romans and Jews, meant the increase of goods or 
money ; the interest, or the reward paid by the user to the 
owner. ^ Usurm wuramm^^ was interest on interest, increase 
upon increase, or use upon use. U9dr(B qmnewwy was five' 
per cent interest among the Latins. Among the Hebrews^ 
God commanded by B^ses^ Lei>. xrv, 36, &c. "Take no 
usury, or increase, (that is interest or rent) of thy poor brother ; 
thou Shalt not give him diy money on usury, nor lend him 
thy victuals for inereaseJ" By a statute of Henry VIII, « no 
person was permitted to 1^^ an^y sum of money for any usury 
or increasey to be received above the sum lent, upon the pain 
of forfeiting the sum lent and Uie tnereasey with fine and im- 
pnsonment, at the king's pleasure." This may help to con- 
firm the pre<$eding ideas on interest and usury; and that 
usury formerly, and in Scripture meent in^erett. 

G. N. Bleecker, comptroller of the treasury of New- York, 
mentions in his report of 1816, an oppressive interest to be 
paid by this city annually, to Wit: The interest of 688,000 
dollars, and of 167,345 dollars in bonds, which, at six per 
cent, is 48,280 dollars. Such an interest must produce a 
very impoverishing tax on common people, while it enrichee' 
the free-holders, dsc. Riches in some always attend equaP 
poverty in others. Hence the distress in England, Ireland, 
and the worid. 
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If tbe true title to landed estate be» as I hove staled, de. 
rived 1st, fiom God's gift, 2d, from occupancy, 3d, from 
improvemeot, then it is evident that rents of landed property, 
bear a close relation to money on interest* If a land claimer 
is esteemed proprietor of thousands of acres in our unsettled 
territories, or a great landholder of a number of farms, which 
hs .cannot work himself, by whatgood right does either claim 
title of such lands ? I dp not perceive, 1st, that God has 
given it to him more than to another; 2dly, to one who does 
not occupy it; or 3d, to one who cannot work it; in prefer- 
ence to an industrious man who can occupy and use it, and 
has no £irm of his own to improve. To make this destitute 
and. industrious man farm for the opulwit one, appears to me 
extortionate and improper. What any man, however, «has 
expended on any farm or house, or other thing, whose occu- 
pancy or improvement he chooses to relinquish, should be 
valued and paid to the person that relin<)uishes, by every 
person who thinks it his interest to occupy and continue to 
use and improve the farm. Hence we see the propriety of 
every proprietor and possessor of a house and lot in a town 
or city, being paid for k when be abandons it, or receiving a, 
moderate sum, annually, till the house and improvement is 
paid for, but for no longer period of time. The payment of 
twelve years' rent was oaee the EngUsh price of Umds ; 
then a twenty years' tenant deserves what he has occupied 
and improved. " v 

Money, goods, and lands, are inteA4ed to be usiBd ; and they 
who cannot occupy and use them, shoMd let those hold and 
improve them who can and desire to. But the.avaricious^ 
spirit .of the world, which craves what justly belongs to 
others, will be opposed to such principles and practice, and 
object many plausible difficulties, that I cannot now attend 
to obviate and remove. I hope the humane will obviate them. 

As far as the banking system is a system of putting out 
money on interesty it ought to be placed on the same basis., 
of interests and rents. But as it goes still farther, and issues 
paper to several times the amount of the specie-stock, it be- 
comes so many times the more unjust. The issue of paper, 
so as to circulate double the quantity oi money that circu- 
lated in specie, before the issue of paper, depreciates the value 
of all monies one half. Jdl persons beside bankers are thereby 
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materially injured ; but bankers are as greatly benefited by 
doubling and treUing their stock of specie. The loss and 
gfdn between the bankers and the rest of the community is 
reciprocated inversely. What the first gains the latter loses. 
The more scarce money or goods are, the more valuable 
they are : and the contrary of the proposition is exactly as 
true. Before Spain possessed the silver mines of Potosi, 
money in Europe was scarce and valuable. In the com- 
mencement of the Christian era, the price of a day's labour 
was a penny. The silver penny was 10 assez, or 132 mills, 
1'3 of our cents. The widow's mite cast into the treasury 
was a mill and a half; yet it was all her limng* In Alfred's 
days, A. D, 1000, money was very scarce; for an ox sold 
for two shillings and six-pence only. In the time of Henry 
I, A. D. 1113, the price of an ox was thros shillings. In 
the time of Richard I| it had risen to five shillings. A dieep 
sold for ten. pence if the wod was fine, and six-pence if not 
so ; but it dlotild be noted that a pound sterling was a troy 
pound weight of eolver. No banks existed at that time ; and 
specie was scarce. Miiies by actually and banks by nom- 
inally increamng monies, depreciated their value. 

DUTIES AND TAXES. 

Duties are another method of injuring and oppressing the 
poorer classes of the human family. Taxes should be pro- 
portioned to the estimated worth of every man's property. 
It is not right to tax the poor as much as tiie rich ; which is^ 
in efiect done, by duties on the necessaries and conveniences 
of life. The lower grades of society, who use sugars, coffees^ 
teas, cotton, linen and woolen clo^, dz;c, pay in duties, if 
they purchase these and similar articles, the same amount of 
taxes that the opulent pay for the purchase of the same ne- 
cessaries and conveniences of life. They also pay the same 
taxes on books, cutlery, hardware,^ dec. If the farms of per- 
sons in common circumstances, and their horses, horn-cattle, 
sheep, dec, are taxed, though the farmer may be greatly iii 
debt, by a recent purchase of them, while a wealthy man, 
who has his property in bonds, cash, notes, and mortgage!^ 
is not taxed ; this is sure not a small injustice. A tax of a 
certain rate per cent ad valorem^ a hundred on the actual value, 
would be just, open, and candid : — ^but duties, excises, and ^ 
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like, appear to be unjust, sly, aod underiianded. It is taxing 
the commooalty without their knowledge. .It is one way, 
among many others, of impoverishing the indigent labourers, 
who enrich the more informed and wealthy drones of the 
national hive. In a representative republic, like this, one 
would have thought that property would always have a pro- 
portion al taxation. 

If all duties, excises, taxes, and civil revenue ultimately fall 
on the consumer, agreeably to the doctrine of poUtical econo- 
mists, men are obliged now to pay revenue to government, 
not according to their ability and wealth, but according to their 
consumption of the articles of society. This is unjust ; for 
the poor must eat, drink, and clothe themselves, or sufier. 

INHERITANCBS. 

Though New-York, New^ersey^ and other states, divide 
intestates' property equally, yet Inheritances have usually 
been more confined to men than women ; and to the first soa 
in preference to all the others. They have also been more 
partial to the opulent, than to needy or worthy people. Justice 
seems to requi|e a better law and custom than this feudal one* 

If property is considered in respect to its origin, it is social 
and individual : being the result and firuits of social protec 
tion, policy, and assistance, or of individual care, wisdom, and 
industry. The civil united interest of society is one of the 
great sources of civilization, and of wealth and property* 
What could an unprotected individual do to acquire, preserve, 
or retain property, where no social government, civilization, 
and protection existed ? The answer is not difiicult, on com. 
paring the wandering savage of the wilderness with a civilized 
and well-regulated nation ; and by such a view we may per- 
ceive that society is the principal origin, and that to social 
union and wisdom we owe almost every thing ; even every 
thing good or bad that distinguishes the civilized from the 
most destitute, solitary, degri^ed, and ignorant savages of 
any country* If we owe so much to social union, and if our 
individual all, comes from it, is not • our individual all in a 
measure due to it ? does it not belong to it ?-r^and consequently 
to its disposal, as soon as death severs any individual of us 
from social rights and privileges ? That society thus considers 
tiis matter is evident firom its regulating. the properties of 
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departed souls defunct ; and how and by whom they may 
be willed and inherited. 

The laws of inheritances ai!e very different in different na- 
tions ; as justice, ambition, whim, and selfishness dictated. 
In China, women inherit nothing. In England, the eldest 
son inherits the landed estate, in preference to all the other 
children. But the United States of North America,, have 
disposed of inheritances noore justly by a more equal and 
general partition of the departed soul's estate among his 
nearest relations ; so that wills here are not so requisite as 
in many other nations. 

Children have a natural right to so much of their pv enf« 
property^, as their services have exceeded the care and ex« 
penses of their education and bringing up.- 

Suppose we were a nation of seven millions of inhabitants, 
and that eaeh person, (if the whole |HY>per^ in the Uiiion 
was equally divided,) would be entitled to a dividend worth 
1,000 dollars ; and suppose (of the men and women who are 
adult, and hold property,) one seventieth of the whole popu- 
lation, or 100,000 die annually, these would leave a property 
of one hundred millions of dollars and more. As about 
100,000 young people might annually arrive to the legal 
state of inheriting, ^^ach of these, would be justly entitled, 
(according to this statement,) to about one thousooid dollars, 
ais their just inheritance. This portion is due to each, as a 
member of the whole family, of whom Grod should be the 
head,' as he is the author and donor of every good thing we 
enjoy* 

If the principle of justice be after tbis nature, the practice 
of every people ought to be in conformity to it. Nor is it im- 
possible to do our duties ; or man would be excusable, blame- 
less,, and guiltless before his maker. Towns might, in a 
corporate capacity, regulate the families within it : counties, 
superintend the concerns of towns; states oversee counties, 
and congress examme the reports, and see to the order, equity, 
and happiness of the whole national family. 

If, some femilies by force, fraud, speculation, interest, duties 
and rents, and inheritances, acquire one or two hundred times 
this sum, as many as one or two hundred families must be 
without a pound sterling. No wOnder, therefore, that Martin, 
whq conducted an inquiry into the state of mendicity in Lon- 



190 BBAUTIEft OW RHILANTHROPr. 

doDi ropofted U> the siaeretajry of the reiJiii» 1^^6 bte^Bm 
in that city, beside those in ahns-housesi 6£c. 

Am but oQe-sixth of the fiunilies of Great Britain are found 
tp b^ &nnerflr5 or 407,647 &milie9» and 73 milUons of acres 
9xe said to be in the idand, improved and waste, the ayerage 
of these aeres, among the fajcmers^ would be about 180 acres 
to each family. If some one has six times this amount, 
odiers must hold six times less than this nverage. Deduct 
more than a thisd for uncukiviited and waste land, and each 
(unily will have less than 120 acres* They are supposed, 
by William Spence's calculation, to produce j^l20,()00,000 
#erli9gb aapuaUy I that is about £294 for the support, com- 
fi»1, i^nd piEosperity of each family. 

CHUBCH IBSTABIiISHMBirrS BY LAW. 

The iniquitous oppression of these worldly law -establish- 
ments, are felt principally on the old continent. Jesus 
Christ declared to Pilate, that although he was a King, his 
kingdom was not of this world, else would his servants make 
use of carnal weapons. Are they, therefore, his servants, who 
establish PofHsh churches in one country, Greek churches ia 
another, Lutheran churches in another, Episcopalian churches 
in another, &c, and support them by carnal voeapom 
and pecuniary exactions ? The Roman Catholics, since the 
establishment of papal powers^ have murdered, according to 
the calculation of some, fiHy millions of Protestants, whom 
they routed heretics ; and, by a moderate supposition, fif)y 
times as many, or^ 2,500 millions suffered various kinds of 
persecution in person, and property, by fines, imprisonments, 
whippings, tortures, outlawry, &;c. Mede reckons up one 
million two hundred thousand Yallences and Albigenses put 
even to death, by this persecuting worldly establishment. 
And what is said of this church establishment, may be said 
of every other one, in a greater or smaller degree. 

Their peci/mary exactions and demands have been very 
unjust ; and where injustice is, there is exactly the same 
degree of oj^ression and slavery. The annual^revenue of 
one arch-bii^op was affirmed to be seventy thousand pounds ! 
France, before the revolution in 1791, contained by account 
366,000 unmarried dergymen : and an injLmeme number of 
nuns in a state of celibacy. Europe, before the Protestant.. 
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reformation, was supposed to have some tn^Uons of souls 
cloifitored ia monasteries. When William the conqueror of 
England, came from Normandy, he found about <me4hird of 
the land of England in the hands of the clergy. According 
to the royal census in Spain, 1801, about a iifleenth part of 
the male inhabitants, between the age 15 and 60 years, were 
clergymen. Eighteen tJumsand clergymen^ are stated, by 
David Sitnpson, to be in England and Wales in his day. 
The income of the church of England and two universities is 
represented to be one and a half-millions of pounds steriing. 
Twenty-six bishops are said to receive 92,000 pounds annually. 
The bishop of Derry received j^ 16,000 annually, while 
rambling for 24 years through Europe. 

Where law-establishments give to some much more than 
is due to them, it as necessarily takes as much from others, 
whose right and privilege herein is usurped and destroyed ; 
and many of whom are suffering for food, clothing, and neces^ 
saries. This is lamentable. Tythes, according to Brand, are 
the great cause of Britain's distress. They, as well as taxes, 
are formed so as to be very oppressive to the poor, who have 
no jubilee now, as they formerly had among the Jews in the 
old dispensatioDy when their lost possessions returned to them ; 
and under which dispensation they were to borrow money 
without increase or interest. 

These are the five approbated systems of injustice and 
cruelty, on which I proposed to make a few brief remarks. 
The last might have been omitfed, having drawn the attention 
of many already. Each of them oppress the poorer and la- 
borious majority of CJuriatendom, (so called,) as well as mainy 
other human inventions of cunning, avarice, and oppressive 
potency. 

Without adding to this list, by a wide range in civil and 
ecclesiastical state policy, let us now mentally view some of 
the consequences on that class of the community, who are 
poor and needy, born to the inheritance of poverty, and to 
work hard ; who are kept low, and die wretchedly, cut off by 
excessive exposures, fatigues, and the foul airs of unhealthv 
situations to which their necessities drive them, by the sword, 
by pestilence, and by famine. If a nation suffers in any re- 
spect, the poorer part of it always endures the greatest dis- 
tress and portion of it ; if famine exists, the poor only starve, 
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the rich bay at any price ; if war, the poor must enlist to 
murder his fellow creature, who also enlists under the same 
circumstances, to kill those who never offended him. They 
are often obliged to enlist, or do nothing and starve, being 
thrown out of business by the commencement of hostilities ; 
or if some of them have employment, and are drafted, they 
have not money to purchase their clearance, or pay one to go 
in their place. 

If pestilential fevers occur in a city, it begins and rages 
mostly among the poor, confined and crowded into the most 
impure and unhealthy places, who reside in back-buildings 
where breezes can scarcely blow ; and where the effluvia of 
necessaries^ of many breaths, and of many families in these 
back-buildings, of small dimensions, and with small bed-rooms, 
smell worse in the morning to one from the fr^sh air, than 
any necessary house of retirement. These are the people 
who also die for us in unhealthy trades, mercurial and metallic 
mines, suffocating coal-pits, mr under ground, and in sailing 
on the tempestuous seas, more for the demoralizing luxurieSf 
than for the necessities of life. Wretchedness and murder 
have purchased us almost all we enjoy in this selfish, unfeel- 
ing, and misguided world. 

All national religions, whether Pagan, Mahometan, or 
Christianj (so called) have been, and naturally must be 
tyrannies. Pagan Rome, according to Jerome, martyred or 
slew 1,820,000 people in the first centuries. Then Pagan- 
ism was patronized by the authorities: as Mahometanism 
is in Turkey ; Popery in one place. Episcopacy in another, 
and so on. 

These are a few of the evils, afflictions, and deaths, attri- 
butable to interests, rents, duties, and unequal inheritances. 
The miseries are more than I am able to depicture. How 
many poor men know not what they shall eat, drink, or do 
the next day, or how soon their wives, and children may be 
obliged to sufier from the husband's sickness, want of employ, 
or other calamity? His children's education, prosperity, 
and happiness, are as dear to him as the children of the 
opulent are to the rich man. And why, says he, must a 
poor, honest, and industrious man and his family suffer every 
way, and in every thing, while the opulent overreaching 
drone is blest from every quarter ? Has God or man ordained 
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^ this T If God, what kind of a God is he ? I have no hope 
on earth ; and what, from such a God, can I hope for here, 
afler ? Thus the opulent not only harden their own hearts, 
by their iniquitous conduct, but the hearts of the poor, whom 
they oppress, afflict, and murder, by disease, hardships, and 
poverty; and by war, pestilence, and famine. They, who 
afflict and murder others, are afflicted and murdered them- 
selves, by luxurious idleness, luxury, and excess in eating, 
drinking, clothing, sleeping, and indulgences. Their morals, 
as well as their healths, are injured by vices flowing from 
contrary sources, which frequently terminate in the same 
things, and bear the same fruits. Luxury kills as well as 
poverty. *< Gula occidit quam gladius, sen fames." 

aoma BXAMPLBS OF S0MAN XISEKT. 

The opulent who are generous to the indigent, deserve 
commendation for doing their dnty^ that is, for giving what 
is due to them, as brethren, as the sources of social wealth, 
and as sufferers. More than tme-J^enth of mankind, in some 
of the countries of Europe, are obliged, according to some 
estimates, to be supported at public cost ! The Italians, French, 
Irish, and ^nglig^, may be mentioned as instances of this. 
Fletcher says, one-fifteenth of the Scots are on the towns. 

Dr. James Currie, (Med. Reports, chap. 20) states that 
« the population of Liverpool in 1801, was found to be equqj 
to*80,769, of which 9,500 live vmder ground in cellars ; and 
upwards of 9,000 in hack-bmldings^ which in general have a 
very imperfect ventilation. In the new streets, on the south 
side of the town, a pernicious practice exists of building 
houses to be let to labourers, in small confined courts, which 
have a communication with the street by a narrow aperture, 
but no passage for the air through these openings." 

How very unhealthy and uncomfortable this must be, is 
easily imagined ; and some of the consequences are thus 
described by the Doctor. " Among the inhabitants of these 
cellars and back-buildings, the typhus fever is constantly 
present." 

From the first of January, 1T37 to 1797, the cases of 
fever alone, admitted on the books of the dispensatory, appear 
to have been 31,243, or about 3000 annually, out of 13,356— 
or nearly a fourth of the whole nutnber received. 
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« Thh fever arises from a want of cleanUn€9s and veniUm^ 
tion. Its influence is promoted by fatigue^ hunger , damp^ 
neaSf and sorrow* 

The Doctor declares, '<that many of the poor in damp 
cellars do not taste animal food more than once a week.'' 
' Extend this account to all the cities of £urope, and the 
aggregate sufferings, sorrow, and destruction of the poor, will 
form a dreadful picture of immense size ! The principal 
causes are interests, rents, dz;c. 

<< All the cretins, (says Dr. Reeves^ who lately visited 
Switzerland, and examined v^y minutely into the causes of 
cretinism^ appeared in adjoining houses, situated in a narrow 
corner of the valley, and built upon ledges of rocks. They 
were all of them in very filthy, very close, very hot, and 
miserable hafakations." The Cretans had *< siekly complex- 
ions, a diminutive stature, coarse and prominent lipa and 
eye-lids, wrinkled and pendulous jaws, loose and flabby mus- 
cles, and vacant and silly countenances. He therefore con- 
cludes, after much investigation, that the production of cre- 
tinism may be safely and fairly attributed to the evils at- 
tendant on poverty, to wit : bad air and bad food, the neglect 
of moral and religious education, dec." Med. Repos. Hex- 
ade 3d, vol. 1, p. 206. 

Philip Thicknesse in his « Useful Hints," written from 
France, 1767, says — '< At the prison called Maison-de-force, 
they have apartments wherein they confine ideots^ and 
mad people. When the cells for the mad people are full, 
which is too frequently the case, the supernumeraries are 
chained in the court-yard, without any shelter ; and, if they 
survive, are exposed to all the inclemencies of the weather, 
in winter and summer. Who would not wish to see these 
wretches relieved ? It is a national disgrace ; it is a disgrace 
to humanity!". 

" In the Hotel Dieu, it is no uncommon thing to see four, 
five, and six, nay, sometimes six or eight persons in one bed, 
head and heels, ill of diflerent disorders, some dying, others 
actually dead." 

*' It is singular, but I believe it is a fact. 1st. That one^fifth 
of the children born in Paris, are sent to the foundling hos- 
pital : And 2dly, that one-third of the inhabitants in gene. 
lal, who die in Paris, die in an hospital," 
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*^ As to the tradesmen and common people in France, they 
are 'worse than I suspected them to be. For the most sub. 
fltantial will impose where they can, and the petit mande are 
in general down right cheats. Perhaps their extreme poverty 
is the occasion < of the latter's knavery with them.' Dirt, 
ignorance, and boldness, without any sense of shame, univer. 
i^ly prevail." 

In the country, as <<The revenues are/armec2 out to indi- 
viduals, who are thereby empowered to oppress the industrious 
poor in every manner they can contrive : many of the poor 
who wish to keep a cow, durst not do it for fear of being 
thought rich, and consequently taxed higher." 

Such instances of wretchedness, among all warlike nations 
bearing the name of civitized, show a radical defect of virtue, 
and a potent ]^rinciple of vice, which, like the great tree seen 
by Nebuchadnezzar, covers the whole earth with baleful 
fruits and branches. And vices in the great beget iniquities 
in the poor. 

llie oppressive and premature labour of the 3routh of Great 
Britain, in some manufactories, produces lamentable conse- 
quences to these innocent young creatures, whose health and 
morals are corrupted and injured, if not ruined. In proof 
of this, Dr. Aikin writes thus : — **The invention and improve- 
ment of machines to shorten labour, have had a surprising 
influence to extend our trade, and call children for our 
cotton mills. In these (at Manchester) children of very ten- 
der age are employed : many of them are collected from the 
work-houses in London and Westmmster, and transported in 
crowds, as apprentices to masters resident many hundred 
miles distant, where they serve, unknown, unprotected, and 
forgotten by those to whose care, nature and the laws had 
consigned them. These poor children are usually confined 
too long to work in close rooms ; and often during the whole 
night. The air they breathe is injurious, and but little at- 
tention is paid to their cleanliness. Frequent changes from 
a warm, and then to a cold and dense atmosphere, are pre- 
disposing causes to epidemic fevers and sickness. They are 
not generally strong to labour, or capable of pursuing any 
other branch of business, when the term of their apprentice, 
ship expires. The females are wholly uninstructed in sew- 
ing, knitting, and other domestic affairs requisite to make 
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then Dotable aod firugal housewiyes and molliera. The want 
of early religious instructioQ aod example, and the nun^roiifl 
and iudi^riminale associatioBs in these buildings, are very 
unfavourable to their conduct in life." 

It was stated in 1801, that 2,136,726 persons were em- 
ployed in Great Britain in the manufactories, in trade and m 
handicraft- work : and many children's morals, healths, and 
constitutions, are ruined in the manufactories. 

Though the benevolence of some pious and humane people 
in London do much by way of alms and eleemosynary insti* 
tutions, yet many times as much ought to be performed to 
relieve all the poor and needy. At an exhibition of charity 
children in St. Paul's Church, so called, A. D. 1815, it is 
said the number of 8,000, between 7 and 14 years of age 
assembled ; none of whom belonged to the numberless private 
institutions of benevolejoce. It appears, fiom official aulhor* 
ity, that more than 40,000 are instructed by the national 
society. May the spirit of love be extended ! 

Silk-mills, introduced into England^ 1734, are very oppres- 
sive, and injure the. children of the poor more than cotton 
mills. Their bodies and limbs are distorted by their prenaa- 
ture and forced labours at such machines. Ten such milk 
were worked, A. D. 1774, in the single town of Derby, end 
produced in the labourers of them, the most abject poverty, 
dependence, and deformity. And Dr. Darwin asserts in his 
Zoonomia, that hundreds of the children of that town were 
starved into the scrophula, by reason of their unwholesome fbod^ 
and either perished by that miserable and corroding disease 
or lived in a wretched state of debility. When one considera 
the great opulence and indigence of the members of society, 
to be produced essentially, and almost wholly by interests, 
rents, tythes, duties, taxes and inheritances, how wretched ia 
he made by such views of the miseries of his fellow-creatures, 
and brethren in the flesh! Individual histories of such 
wretchedness exist every where, the narrative of whose sufl. 
ferings is afflicting beyond description, and sufficient to soften 
the stoutest hearts, and most tyraimical dispositions. 

By Bell's Weekly Messenger, of March 10, 1816, it ap. 
pears that the burden on the farmers for rents and poor rates, 
is so intolerable, that all the farmers but* one, in a parish 
of Huntingdonshire, had thrown up their farms. The poor 
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rates on a hundred ppunds rent are about .£60. If a fiirmer 
pays £l60y annually, for rent, he pays J&70 for the support 
of the poor of the parish. Curwen says the poor rates are 
at least 7 millions annually. In Ireland poor rates are not 
thus oollected by tax, and the consequence is horrible ! The 
poor perish by cold, hunger and want of necessi&ries. 

Western, a member cdf parliament, speaking on the taxes, 
declared, <* that whole paruhes in Cambridgeshire, were now 
left as wild and desolate as any of the British colonies." 
And no wonder, when the labouring and productive class of 
the community, (so called) pay to the fund-holders and sink* 
ing fund^ 44 millions of pounds sterling, or 206,460,000 dol- 
lars; and about 16 millions of pounds to the support of govern* 
ment, or more than 71 millions of doUors. 

And then to read in an official letter laid before the house 
of Parliament, of an item of je:6000, or 26,640 dollars, for the 
queen of England's riding for pleasure from London, 56 miles 
to Brighton, in 1617, and which sum, (more than our presi* 
dent's, salary) was paid to her ovA of the treasury ! 

<< A great woman's wealth is her strong city," while ** the 
destruction of the poor is their poverty." «• I considered," 
said the wise man, ^* aU the oppressions that are done under 
the sun ; and beheld the tears of such as were oppresKd, and 
they had no comforter." << On the side also, of their op* 
pressors, was power, but they had no cotnforter !" Not only- 
power, but law and custom have been on their side from the 
days of Nimrod, the mighty hunter of men and tyrant of Assy, 
ria, to the modern days of Bonaparte^ a greater than Nimrod. 
Let the Assyrians and French, not Ninus nor Napoleon, be 
principally criminated^for the vices their nations loved. The 
wicked world firame mischiefe by their laws, and rejoice in 
their conduct. Who shall convince them of the folly of na* 
tional iniquity? Nations, old in wickedness, will not be 
changed to holiness or virtue. 

I conceive that the root of all national vices is blind sel- 
iSshness ; which, operating in conquerors and governors, has 
induced them to make potency the criterion of equity, and 
war and revenue the foundations of their thiones. The great 
ones are cemented to their monarchs and leaders, by their 
incomes, rents, interests, banks, or other contrivances and in* 
ventions, to deceive and oppress the little ones of the nation. 
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It has been observed, that the majority of elerks in the 
city of London are obliged, from sheer oppression, to be 
bachelors. And, according to Colquhoun, about 20,000 
miserable individuals, of various classes and characters^ 
rise every morning, without knowing how, or by what means 
they are to be supported during the day, or where, in many 
cases, they can lodge the succeeding night. It is also cal- 
culated, that one-thtrd of the population of England, Scot* 
land, and • Ireland, are paupers^ who are broken down with 
labour and hairdshtps, wretched and pitiable, k writer says, 
** That poverty and irresistible necessity to labour every day, 
dictates submission to the rich^ That this irresistible neces- 
sity to labour ; this long established and all pervading aris. 
tocracy of insolent wealth and rapacity, over merit in poverty, 
has made slaves, beggars, or dependants of one.half of the 
people of England, by grinding the multitudes subordinately 
engaged in its astonishing manufactories and extensive 
commerce^ between them, as between two mill-stones. For 
whether the aristocracies consist of the ^xoM^-knee^disUyrting 
xmsier^cuOer of Sheffield ; of the proud ehUd^starving mas- 
i^'SiOcAhrowers of Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, Congleton, 
dz;c; or the more proud and potent first rate merchants of the 
city of London ; their moral and physical effects on the hu- 
man character, in producing slavery, poverty, and degrada- 
tion on the one hand, and t3rranny, opulence, and brutality 
on the other, are precisely the same." 

. Thus I have endeavoured to seek out and exemplify the 
chief causes of the wicked oppressions of men ; and they are 
resolvable into a selfish love and indulgence of power, wealth, 
and pleasure, acquired and supported ^y the sword, and the 
law of interests, rents, unequal duties, taxes, and inheritances. 
May. this testimony advance, and the Prince of Peace and 
Righteousness establish his temple of love over all nations. 

SUCH THII9GS ABB imSCRIFTURAL AND IHPXOUS. 

Since all these accumulated evils arise from injustice, firom 
the oppression of the poor, and incomes of the opulent, or 
firom interests, rents,* duties, and unjust laws and customs, 
framed by the avaricious and ambitious, therefore it may be 
said. Psalm 10 : « Why standest thou afar off, O Lord,' why 
hidest thou thyself in times of trouble ? The wicked in his 
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pride doth penecato the poor, and bloMoth the oovetousi 
whom the Lord abhorreth. He lieth in wait in aecret place% 
as a lion in his den ; he lieth in wait to catch the poor. He 
doth catch the poor, whom he draweth in his net. He 
croucheth and bumbleth himself, that the poor may fall by 
his strong ones. He hath said in his heart, God hath for. 
gotten ; he hideth his face ; he will never see it. Arise, O 
Lord, lift up thy hand : break thou the arm of tkke wicked 
and evil man, seek out his wickedness till thou find none." 

I really think, since Grod works by his saints and servants, 
that it is tbe duty of many of them to investigate the causes 
of the afflictions and sufferings of the poor and needy. It is 
the interest and duty of the rich and exalted to do it ; for 
they sufi^^ and perhaps as greatly as those, whose labour 
and want enriches them. ** Their sword," as says king Da* 
vid. Psalm xzxvii, 16, (which pierces the poor) '< shall enter 
into their own heart." Besides, says he, (Psalm xli) " Bless- 
ed is he that considereth the poor ; the Lord will deliver 
him in time of trouble : the Lord will make his bed in 
sickness, &c." 

Agur's prayer was very judicious ; he was sensible that 
riches, as well as poverty, were very pernicious. Give me, 
«aid he, neither riches nor poverty ; lest, being rich, proud, 
and full, I belie thee impiously, and say, *' who is the Lord," 
and so become atheistical: or lest, being poor, I shoidd 
steal, and lie, and then sWear to it, taking the name of my 
God in vain. 

Let the rich reflect that " wise men die, likewise the fool 
and brutish person perish, and leave their! wealth to others; 
that their inward thought is, that their houses (and demesnes) 
shall continue forever (in their lineal descendants) ; and their 
dwelling places to all generations. They call their lands 
after their own name." But the inspired Psalnaist add»«- 
** lliis their way is their folly." See also Jeremiah, xvii, 1 1. 

The kingdoms of this world are not the kingdoms of our 
Lord and his Christ, or the poor and fatherless ; the afflicted 
and needy would be delivered out of the oppressive hand of 
the rich and pbwerfuU and justice done to all, poor and 
wealthy, weak and potent, without respect to persons. At 
present, the powerful oppress the imbecile ; and the cunning 
cheat the honest, and simple ; therefore, no wonder if the 
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eommon folks cheat, steal, and counterfeit raoney. ll may 
be said, in the words of David, Psalm 82 : ^^ All the founda- 
tions (political foundations) of the earth are out of course." 
They stand not on the sure foundation, the tried corner-stone^ 
refused by all the political builders of gqverninents. And 
by refusing and rejecting this, (the sure and right founda- 
tion,) they are all out of course, and are wicked, oppressive, 
unjust, and anti-christian. Alas! they know not, neither 
will they understand, unless more pains be taken to inform 
them, by the friends of God, and of an oppressed world. 
They believe not practically, that ** he who oppresses the 
poor, reproaches his maker: but he who has mercy on 
them, honoureth the Lord :" that they who stop their ears 
at the cry of the poor, shall cry Uiemselves (perhaps in ever- 
lasting wretchedness) and not be heard by the Creator ; and 
that he who oppresses the poor to increase his riches, shall 
surely come to want; to a worse want and poverty, than 
that which can exist in this world. They know that ** the 
rich ruleth over the poor :" they love this power over them, 
and reflect not on the wicked motive that fascinates them to 
rule out of the love of God and of his human family* They 
do not consider that ^ as roaring lions and raging bears, so 
are wicked rulers over the poor people," 

Hence their family possessions and national dominions 
have passed away, and changed masters, from age to age, 
and from generation to generation*. « The king that faith- 
fully judgeth the poor, (is Christ,) his throne shall be estab- 
lished for ever." " Rob* not the poor, because he is poor ; 
neither oppress the afflicted in the gate (of judicature) ; for 
the Lord wiU plead theic cause, and spoil the soui. that 
spoiled them." And he will give the ricJies of them, " who 
by usury or by interest have increased their substance, to those 
who will pity the poor ;" agreeably to Prov. xxviii, 8. Isa. 
X, 1. Jer. xxii, 13. The sins of Sodom are among us ; even 
*^ pride f fullness of hready abundance of idleness,^^ in the 
wealthy, who strengthen not the hand of the poor and needy ; 
but " swallow them up" in their luxuries, &;c, as the great 
flsh eat up the small ones. *< As the proud hate humility, so 
doth the rich abhor the poor." <* The wicked in his pride 
doth persecute the poor;" when "they decree unrighteous 
decrees," and «<establiah iniquity by the law ;" when " they 
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build their houses by unrighteousness, and their chambers by 
wrong;" when they use their neighbour's service without 
sufficient wages; when they **keep back their hire;'^ or 
when they make them pay more, in proportion to their pro« 
perty, than the opulent, in duties, taxes, navies, national ser* 
vices, and receive less than in their armies, navies, manufac- 
tories, d^c, as soldiers, sailors, and workmen. 

Things would not have been thus, if man had not fallen 
out of God ; and these things will not be so when the king, 
doms of the world become the kingdoms of Christ. In the 
commencement of the coming of the kingdom of Heaven 
upon earth, when God's will began among the first Christians 
to be done on earth as it is in Heaven, << all the believers 
were so united together in Zot76, that they had all things com- 
mon ; and sold their possessions and goods, and distributed 
them to all, as every man had need." JMSne and thinCt 
ceased to be used among them. Our, or the LorcPs property, 
was now used. Every one sought not his own, but his 
neighbour's good, and the benefit of the whole. To vary 
from this principle of benevolence was an awful crime, if we 
might judge the greatness of crimes by the awfulness of Ihe 
punishment. Ananias and Sapphira were struck dead for 
lying, and keeping back part of the price of their property 
from the common stock. Self^ in these two, was not wholly 
denied, nox the cross wholly taken up, nor Jestts only fol- 
lowed, or they would not have , so loved their money, as to 
have coveted part of tbe price, and lied against tho Holy 
Spirit that had moved them to put their wealth into a com* 
mon stock. What an apostacy has succeeded this foretaste 
of the millennial kingdoms of Christ upon earth ! when wars 
shall wholly subside, and oppression cease. 

But wo ! to the rich, before these days come. For thus 
James, the apostle, wrote : '' weep and howl ye rich men for 
your miseries that shall come upon you. Ye have heaped 
up treasure for the last days. Behold, the hire of the labour. 
efs, who have reaped down your fields, which you kept back 
by fraud, crieth : and the cries of them which have reaped, 
have entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth." 
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tons BEA80NS FOB BElfXFIGBIfCa TO THE IimXGEirr. 

**Ye who have, should relieve the necessities of those who 
have not, for many reasons : — 

** 1st Because opulence, unless it he used benevolently, and 
distributed annually in certain proportions to the necessitous, 
is generally found to be as injurious to the possessors of it, 
and to their descendants who inherit it, as the poverty of the 
indigent is to themselves, and to inheritors of their poverty. 
— ^A miserable consideration! 

** 2dly. Because you or your children may possibly need 
assistance, in the revolution of human events. Losses, 
crosses, ruin may arise from fire, and fifty other circum- 
stances. Then they who have been merciful, will have a 
right to receive and expect it from God and man ; and may 
perhaps receive it from the very persons they once relieved. 
— A happy reflectioa! 

<< 3dly. Because the beneficent man who has lost, or been 
swindled out of all his riches, will find that all he has given 
away in deeds of compassion and benevolence, will appear to 
him as so much saved ; as a treasure which moth cannot 
consume, nor thieves rob him of. — ^A delightful treasure ! 

" 4thly. Because all you possess in riches, erudition, and 
person, is committed and given to you by human authority, 
or by God and his providence, that you as stewards of God 
and of society, should use them all for the promotion of the 
social and divine good of the great family of mankind. Money 
and goods bestowed on the needy, in a sense of duty to the 
giver of all good things, is exchanged for treasures which 
cannot be stolen, burnt, or lost in any possible manner. No 
man ought to esteem any thing his own ; fOr a king is but a 
steward and servant, and accountable to the higher power 
of God and his country. 

^< 5thly. Because God, who hath made all nations of one 
blood and brotherhood, says, that he is no respecter of per- 
sons, and that we should be like him. Innocent children, 
therefore, who are bom of indigent parents, are as deserving 
by the law of nature, of inheriting their proportion of social 
property, as the innocent children who are born of opulent 
progenitors. 



i 
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*' 6thly. Because of the Injustice of social law in the present 
form of monopolies, which have re&^>ect to persotis. And be* 
cause of the injustice of the law in making and allowing inte- 
rest on money, and rents on properties!, to such an extreme 
amount, as to enable the opulent to revel in luxury, idleness 
and dissipation for ages, if they keep within their incomes; 
while by these means the indigent are kept so, enduring toil, 
nakedness, hunger and necessity, frond tender youth to de- 
erepid age.-*^Aiid ^ley have no jubilee; 

<*7tiily« The seventh feason for bemg cempaasioimte and 
charitsiMe, is ^e extemul And divine honor, Fecorapen^se and 
iatMictioQ a person receives l^ doing jusfiee, dilty, and good 
^rorks," 

To promote the foregoing humane views of Df, Bladily^ 
we may agata notice as a useftd means^ &e encouraging of 
Itenevolenl societies* Some/ may say in excu^, <<we can 
visit the mek ourselves without joining or aiding societies for 
tiiat pCirpose." But on tbe same principle, all our banks, 
insurance and fire companies, and Ikerary suid wordly asso- 
ciations, might be abrogated. Since we are more lihdy to 
neglect philanthropy than self-mterest, charitable institutions 
are more in need of support from the benevolent, than world. 
ly ones by the prudent. The apostle recommends us to as^ 
«ooiate, and «* provoke onb another to good works;'' 

In addition to regtiiar societies, and the influence of the 
pcilf^it and the press, we must not omit ammig the modes <^ 
aidtng date, poor, the beneficent Ladies' Fairs, nor the mode I 
ihave oflen recommended, sometimes with success^ of having 
our places of public amusement and resort, as theatres, ma- 
aoum, dec, give a/ree benefit for charitable uses. 
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PUBLIC DAYS. 

Oh the occasion of the third ceDtennial juhil^ of the 
teformatiOQ by Luther (Oct. 31, 1817,) I published a pam- 
phlet, from which are extracted the following remarks. * They 
ftre applicable to all feasts and festivdU^ anniversaries, 
Christmases, New Year's-days, Easters, 4ths of July, Thanks- 
givings, &Ct 6cc* 

We should be truly thankfol for the smallest ray of intel- 
lectual light, in a dark, degenerate age such as that undoubt- 
edly was, when Martin Luther wrote against the exti^vagance 
and absurdity of priest»craft. In the present deplorable state of 
Christendom, humiliation and lamentation for our sins, allevi- 
ating the miseries of the poor, letting the oppressed go free, and 
supplicating the Divine Being for light, to see the cause, as we 
feel the efiects of our present calamities, would be more con- 
sistent with reason and common sense, than rejoicing and fes- 
tivity for the ray of celestial light which was reflected, through 
Ae instrumentality of Luther, at the reformation. Admit- 
ting, for the sake of argument, that the reformed church, so 
called, hais improved that ray of light, and increased it from 
miniature to magnitude, yet even then, whether they feasted 
or &sted, at their jubilee, should they not remember the jsigh- 
ing of the poor^ who are literally perishing for want thi^ 
distressing times? And is not the advice of the Prophet par- 
ticulariy applicable to them, viz : — '' Is not this the fast that 
I have chosen ? to loose the bonds of wickedness, to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye 
break every yoke ? Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, 
and that thou bring the poor that are cast out to thy house ? 
when thou seest the n£Js:ed, that thou cover him : and that 
thob hide not thyself from thine own flesh t Then shall thy 
light break forth as the morning, and thy health shall spring 
forth speedily ; and thy righteousness shall go hefore thee : 
the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward." 
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Those who wish to see how the reformers have inoreased 
'their tay of light have only to view, one moment, the latds 
spiritual, in their splendid palaces, or in the British parUamentf 
arrayed in all the pomp of pride and venality. Behold them, 
cloyed with superabundant wealth, till they cannot enjoy it, 
while the poor whom they have fleeced, are absolutely perish- 
ing for want of the offals of their kitchens, and the trimmings 
of their wardrobes. 

View on one hand, helpless old age, and starving 
infancy, with the millions of miserable paupers, in E2ifr- 
rope, perishing for want, (indeed half the population 
of the city of Dublin are such,) and on the other hand 
behold the thousands of Reverend and Right Reverend, 
Honorable and Right Honorable supporters of our moral cor- 
ruptions, cloyed with superabundance, languishing through 
satiety, superannuated by sensuality and indolence, and abso- 
lutely dying of premature old age, die result not c£ starvation, 
but gluttony. I say, could my readers once behold this dread- 
fiil contrast, the fruit asd effects of aristocracy and episco- 
' pacy, of which the above is but a mere glimpse, they would 
unanimously declare that I am too mild instead of being too 
severe, in my animadversions. The man who directly dr 
indirectly supports these corruptions andusurpadons, so fatal 
to human happiness, from perfectly opposite causes, though 
he may think himself the greatest saint, is the enemy of God, 
and the traitor and tyrant of mankind. 

To love God with supreme, ardent, and disinterested aiibc- 
tion, and to show that love, by corresponding benevolence, 
kindness,, and tenderness to his creatures, human, animal, 
and insect, add to walk before- him with humility ; this, and 
this only, produces in the human mind true felicity, celestial 
light, divine tranquillity, and permanent peace. On the other 
hand, to love him, as millions do, for the sake of recompense, 
and with a selfish view to remuneration, and to prove the 
insincerity of this spurious love, by corresponding bypoorisy, 
deceit, and cruelty to his (features ; this is misery* darkness, 
and death profound, though the subjects of it should profess 
religion in meeting-houses verbaMy ; in the streets, by the 
peculiarity of their, apparel ; in their houses, by the mono- 
tony of their phraseobgy ; and should even leave this world, 
believing and profonnng (hemflelves to be the fav^iites of 
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heaven. Such poor, shortsighted nortalfl may believe irhat 
they choose, yet the eternal truth is, and a]wa3r8 wiU be 
immutable^ viz : no man i^ail find true happiness in time 
er eternity, by promoting the misery of man, or of any 
living thing, or by refusing to alleviate it, when in his power 
so to do ; or can find peace, by directly or indirecdy, pro- 
moting his pain, by fraud or force, by public defamation, or 
private slander, or by peglecting to oppose or prevent the i 

same, when in his power. Such negative or positive delin- \ 

ffuents are certainly far from being sincere admirers of the ^, 

sovereign beauty, who is delicate in love, and cannot endure ll 

a divided, uid iar, far, less a sinister and selfish heart. •' 

Surely this spirit of selfishness is as complete and as delete- | 

nous im idol in Christendom, as Juggernaut is in Hindostan ; i 

imd with all our piide and profession, we «r&<Hily a little less 
m the dark than they are. 

Surely, if any thing can ^roe the relnotant frown of heaven 
upon earth, it must be the sight of our jubilee religionists 
fipRsting themselves, without once pitying, nnich less feeding, 
their starving neighboiin ; and rejoicing- for theur superior 
light, without once even desiring to imitate the celebrators <^ 
tiie Jewish Jubilee, who always on such festivals, relieved the 
distressed, and let the oppressed go firee. Their rejoicing, 
eating, drinking, and being merry, I find no &ult witlv if they 
would observe temperance; but, above all, be grateful to 
God for these blessings, and prove the same by their kind- 
ness to their sufiering fellow*creatures* 

With this philanthropic addition to their festivals, they will 
be pleasing to God, and all good men ; for God is paid, when 
men gratefully receive his giftsr-^^* to enjoy is <o oiey." But 
unless this philanthropy is added to their festivity, it will be 
an insult to conunon sense, an outrage on common. humanity, 
a burlesque on religion, a mortification to the sympathetic 
feelings of charitable men, and blasphemy against the bene- 
volence of the most benevolent of all beoevdent beings, great 
in goodness, and good in greatness. . I love aU sects, and can 
circle them in one kind embrace, widi a disinterested libersSity. 
Those sects who believe and preach the divinity of our adora- 
ble Redeemer, have my decided preference. Such is the 
lefefmed Church, whose members I highly respect, some of 
whom afe the best, the brightest, and bvavest meo in (he 



workl. Yet I must contend, that if they celehrate their fes- 
tivals, without remembering the wretchedness of staryiog old 
age« and perishing infancy, in these distressing and most 
deplorable times, it will be adding iniquity to transgres(Siion, 
and insult to injury. 

I allow, there is a great deal of professed lore to God, 
friendship to man^ afiection to women, and partiality to 
country, as well as professional religion, now in the. Christian 
world. But where is the man who would prefer living in a 
dungeon with virtue, than to live in and possess a palace 
without it ? Who would prefer living in poverty with his 
friend, in order to be near to comfort him, rather than live 
in grandeur without him? Who would esteem the beautiful 
girl that loves him, without the most distant hope of any but 
friendly intercourse, and protect and defend her innocence, 
though to the annihilation of his most sanguine passions 1 
Who would, without making a popular profession of religion, 
re-act the part of the good Samaritan to his most deadly foe, 
without letting any body know it but God and his guardian 
angels; 

How in the sight of God must appear our millions of reli- 
gionists, who are eternally professing in thdr meetings, in the* 
streets, and in their houses, by their dress, their dialect, their 
conversation, and the cant of their manners, that th^ pos- 
sess the quintessence of virtue^ I mean religion, without even 
practising common humanity to their sufi^ring fellow-crea- 
tures, and to all of God's creatures, the sufibring animals 1 

No crime do I so much detest as bigotry, or want of libe- 
rality, whether in a nation^ a city, or an individual : and no 
crime is more unreasonable and inexcusable in the sight of 
God. For instance, sjuppose seven children, the- o£&pring 
of one of our most enlightened fellow-citizens, were sent, 
while infants, to the following personages for tuition : the Ist, 
to the priests of the Grand Lama ; the 2d, to the priests of 
Juggernaut ; the 3d, to the priests of Mahomet ; the 4th, to 
the Catholics ; the 6th, to the Arminians ; the 6th, to the 
Calvinists ; and the 7th to Free-thinkers. When these chil- 
dren become men, with their characters formed according to 
the principles of their preceptors, (which would be most 
assuredly the case,) would it not be very wicked and ungene- 
rous for them to dislike and despise and persecute each other, 

12* 
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because they totally and uaavoidaUy £flfered in religious 
•enlitnent ? 

Is it tk(k UDJtiBt and cruel for our rulers supinely to behold 
our youth become worthless reeds for Irant of instruction, or 
corrupted by a faulty education, and then, forsooth, to puni^ 
them for bringing forth the fruit thereof, when it was in their 
power to remove the cause, and then the effects would cease ? 

Does not a spirit of cruelty metamorphose men to ^ mon- 
sters ? Is not ambition or vanity the bane of virgins and tlie 
but of fools ; in one word, the ruin of cities, states, and na^ 
tions. Did not our blessed Redeemer well know what was 
calculated to promote the happiness of man, individually and 
collectively t Aiid did he not inculcate charity and humiHty ? 
Again, what is taught in our schools instead of humanity ; . 
Ist, by the sense of feeling — 2nd, the sense of seeing — 3d, the 
sense of hearing. I answer, cruelty. Does any savage, wild 
beast, or bird, thus teach its young ones f What |s the second 
thing taught in sohools, by the threat of puni^mient, and the 
promise of promotion, and a sihrer me<kl? Ambition, dis- 
guised under the hcurmless name of emulation. 

The golden idol of Christendom, the spirit of selfishness, 
has its primary foundation in ottr preset corrupt mode of 
education, the pedestal of which may very properly be called 
ambition. Contrast the extravagance of die few, in Chris- 
tendom, with the indigence of the many, and the cruelty of 
the whole, particularly to innocetit children and brutes. Tb 
make a child a thief, half starve him ; a hypocrite, make aiid 
keep him miserable ; a bigot, train him a sectarian : a tyrant 
is manufactured easiest of all — iherely by fiagellation. Let 
the parent at home, and the master in school, freely use the 
tongue and the whip as a puni^nnent. 

[It may be well, while on this subject, to insert a proposal 
for the thought, action, and benefit of the sovereign people.} 
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PEOPOSmON. 

1st. AD the lands now belongiag to the Unil«d States, and 
all the tande which may hereafier be acquired by the United 
States, dull be and renwia a perpetual fund for the support of 
education. The proceed of the sales of all such lands, afim 
defraying the incidental eipenses, shall be ODDually distributed 
among Ae several itatee and territories, according to Ihemtio 
of their representation, and shall by them respectivdy to 
invested, either in works of internal improvement, each state 
guarantying the legal interest, or in *ich other nauHMr w 
tiie state may deem most secure and productive. The mteraot 
arising from said inveatmrats shall be invariably appropriated 
and applied to the support of the Common Scho(^ or a sys- 
tem of general education throughout each state. 

§ 2. Of said interest or income, not more than otie haH 
Adl be expended in the purchase of lots, the erecting and 
repairing of buildings, famituie, fuel, and other incidental or 
whsidiary objects ; and the other hidf at least, riiall be pon. 
lively applied to the payment of teachers, purchase <tf books 
and apparatus, and to odisr direct and essential purposes of 
of general education. 
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§ 3. Lots not exceeding one hundred acres may be sold to 
actual settlers, on credit, for an indefinite time, at six per 
centum yeariy interest ; which interest anB the principal, 
when paid, shall be paid to the treasuries of the states in 
which said lots are located, and the amount deducted from 
the dividend due such states (on account of land) from the 
general treasury ; but when the amount shall exceed such 
dividend, the surplus shall be paid over. 

§ 4. Until the tariff shall be reduced to the current ex- 
penses of government, the surplus revenues shall be annually 
divided among the states in the ratio of their representation, 
and at least one half of said dividend shall, by them respec- 
tively, be applied to education, in the manner specified in the 
second section of this proposition.] 

The following pertinent quotations are from the writings 
of the celebrated Robert Owen. 

'< Reading and writing are merely instruments by which 
knowledge, either true or false, may be imparted ; and when 
given to children are of little comparative value, unless they 
shall be also taught how to comprehend what is presented 
to their understanding, and to make a proper use /)f them. 

^' When a child receives a full and fair explanation of the 
objects and characters around him, and when he is also taught 
to reason correctly, so that he may learn to discover particular 
or general truths, and to discriminate between truth and false- 
hood ; he will be much better instructed, ahfaough without 
the knowledge of one letter or figure, than those who are 
compelled to believe what it is impossible for them to com- 
prebend, and whose reasoning facolties have been confounded 
or destroyed, by the violent distortion of reasoning, to pur- 
poses which reeison can never reach, and which is most erro- 
neously termed learning. 

^It'ia readily acknowledged; howeter, that the manner of 
instnicting children is of importance, and deserves all the 
attention which it has lately received, and that those who 
discover or introduce improvements which facilitate the ac- 
qaicement of knowledge, are important benefactors 4o their 
^llew-creatures. 

*^ Yet the manner of giving instruction is one thing, the 
instruction itself another, and no two objects can be more 
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distiiict. The wortt maniier may be .a]^ied to give tlie heH 
*iMitniction. Were the real importanee of both to be esti^ 
mated by numbers, the manner of iDstruclion may be oomi- 
j^ted as ane^ and the matter of instruction to milUom ; the 
first Blay be considered oi^y as the means^ the last as the end 
to be accomplished by those means. 

^ If^ therefore, in a national system of education ^ for the 
poor, it be desirable to adopt the best manner^ it is surely so 
much the more desirable to adopt idso the best matter of in» 
stmctioQ. 

<5 Ekfaer give the poor a rational and useful learning, or 
mock not their ignorance, their poverty, and their misery, by 
merely instructing them to become conscious of the extent 
of the degradation under which they exist. And, therefore^ 
in pity to suffering humanity, either keep the poor, if yaa 
now can, in the state of the most abject ignorance, as ^ 
^ricans were in the West Indies, as near as possible to the 
brute animal life, or at once determine to form them into 
rftticnal beings, into uselbl and ^ectual members of the 
state. 

<< Were it possible^ without national prejudice, to examine 
into the matter of instruction, whidi is now givai in some 
of our boasted new systems of ifistruction for the poor, it 
would be found as wretched and slupifying as any thing that 
could be purposely devised to oonfeund the understanding, 
and frustrate every effort of the inteHect to exercise its power 
l&e a rational creature. In proof of this statement, enter 
any one of the schools denominated national, and request the 
teacher to show any of the acquir«nents of the children ; and 
what is the kind of exercise they are called upon to exhibit. 
Is it what their Acuities are best adapted to acquire or to com. 
prebend? Is it any thing which, in their future course of 
life, can contribute to their support — ^to foster their industry, 
or inform their understandings? Unhappy disciples of blind 
authority, of systematized ignorance, fanaticism, and infatua- 
tion ! The teacher questions children in matters of theology, 
oh suljgects upon which the most profound erudition cannot 
make a rational reply — upon which every day opinions are 
dividing, and sects splitting to more numerous and extrava* 
gant systems, which-, at every new divergency, appears to 
take a bound more remote from the primitive simplicity and 
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natural humility which the most sublime of all subjects should 
inspire— yet the teacher proceeds as gravely ^with hk iater- 
Fogatories, as if the mere repetition of words was the compre- 
hension of ideas or of facts. The children, too, answer—^ 
they answer readily in the very words that they have been 
previously exercised ; and no parent can, it must be confessed, 
answer with more exactness, though it is also equally true 
that the parent and the child equally understand, and are 
equally competent to explain the. lessons which they hfive 
been exercised iu. This, surely, cannot be called education. 
£t is a most crying mockery ; and this mockery of learning is 
all that is required. 

^< Thus, the child whose natural faculty for comparing ideas^ 
or whose rational powers shall be soonest destroyed, if at tfae 
same time he possesses a memory to retain incongruities with- 
out connection, will become what is termed the first scholar 
in the class ; and three-fourths of the time which ought to 
be devoted to the acquirement of useful instruction, is really 
occupied in destroying the mental powers of those unfortu- 
nate children. 

^To those who are accustomed attentively to notice the 
human countenance, from infancy to age, in the various classes 
and religious denominations of the British population^ it is 
truly an instructive, although a peculiarly melancholy em- 
ployment, to observe in the countenances of the poor children, 
in these schools, the evident expression of mental injury, 
derived from the well-intentioned, but most mistaken plan of 
.4heir instruction* 

<<It is, ah important lesson, because it affords another and 
a recent and striking example, in addition to the millions of 
others, which all history and experience record, of the ease 
with, which children may be taught to receive any notionSf 
and thence acquire any habits, however contrary to their real 
happiness* Great abhorrence is excited by the late narra- 
tives of the rites and. ceremonies performed at Juggernaut, in 
India; but are not the unfortunate people who partake in that 
. worship taught, that those rites and ceremonies are not only 
right, and proper, but laudable. Were they not, when their 
. nunds were first opening, instructed in this idolatry ? and can 
&ey be blamed who, being so taught, and subjected to re- 
proach or puni^hmeQt or pei:secution through life, or to buu« 
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lament from society, and without any chance of being 
received into any other society, if they should deny or dare 
to- utter any other opinionsthan thofie which they have been 
taught— *can they be blamed or hated when, under such a 
terrible and intolerant e^em, they do not entertain opinions 
concurring with other men and other nations, taught differ, 
ently from them. They are olijects, indeed, of pity and com- 
miserationrr-bat a little dispasaonate consideration would 
teach us to say also, that eharUy should begin at home ; for, 
with all oiir boasted inteHectual light, we are only a little 
less in the dark than the worshippers of Ju^emaut. 
. <*To those train^ to become truly conscientious in any 
of the diverse and mniraier^ble opposite opinions which dis« 
tract the world, this fred exposure of the weakness 'and incon- 
^ency in which such individuals have been instructed, may 
at first create feelings of dissatisfaction or displeasure, pro- 
bably,, in some, extremely fanatical, sensations of horror ; and 
thes& sensations will be acute and poignant, possibly violent 
even to Wrath, sufficient to kindle flames and construct racks ; 
this will be proportioned, too, to the obvious and irresistible 
evidence on which the disdosure of those errors is founded. 
But it is, at the same time, satisfactory and consoling to 
know, that this intense subjection to the tyranny of forced 
opinion, and the cruel application of the education of the poor 
to the support iof a> particular sect, so as to become hostile to 
every other sect, has produiced a lively feeling of apprehen- 
sion, and produced a spirit of inquiry, which, though arising 
out of the. prejudices of sects, or the spirit of sectarian opinion, 
has, as is usual in all inquiries once boldly €Uid honestly un- 
dertaken, resulted in thedevelopment of truths and judgments 
which promise to produce die best effects on society at large, 
and to promote a more correct and general impression as to 
ihe established modes of education, and the errors which have 
prevailed as to the dominancy of partial ini^truction, in form- 
ing the early opinions imd habits. 

"If men will think calmly on those subjects; if they wilt 
re-examine their own minds, and the mindsof all around them, 
they will soon become, conscious of the absurdities and incon* 
sistencies in which their forefathers have trained them. They 
will then at^or th©^ errors by which they have been so long 
abused, and with an earnestness not to be resisted, they will 
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exett their utmost iaciMw to re9iove the eaiiae ot bo much 
misery to man. 

'< Is it a diflfereat humaa aatore whidi, hy its own power, 
fonoa itself into a ohildof igooiance* of poverty, and of habits 
leading to chmis and to pumshment ; or into a votary of fac- 
tion, claiming distincti^ft from i^ ^lly and inconsistency ? 
And is it some undefiiied, blind, unoonscious process or power 
of human nature itself^ dUtkiot from instruction^ that form* the 
sentiments and habits of men of commerce, of agricalture, of 
law, of the church, army, and navy, or of the private and 
illegal depredator on society; or is that a dtiferait haoBan 
nature which constituti^s the societies of Jews, of Fiiends, 
and all the various religioua denominatioB^wshich have existed 
or which now exist? 

'^ No ! human niiture, save the minute diflferences wht^fa 
are ever found in all compounds of the cretution, is one and 
the same in all ; it is, without exception, universally plastie, 
and by a contrary training, the infants of any class in ihe 
world may be readily formed into men of any other class; 
even to believe ^d declare that conduct to be right and vir- 
tuous, and to die in ita defeoce, which their parents had been 
taught to believe and say was wrong and vtcioua, and to <^. 
pose which, those parents would also have wiUingly sacrificed 
their lives. 

'< Wlience then the foundation of your claims, ye advocates 
of superiority of the early prepossessions of your sect or 
party, in opposition to those taught to otfaef men? Igno- 
ranpe itself, at this day, niight almost make It evident that 
one particle of merit is not due to you for not possessing 
those notions and habits which you now the moat contemn, 
any more than you may claim merit for speaking the Ian. 
guage to which you have been accustomed ; and you mighty 
with the same justice, condemn them to worldly reproach 
and eternal ix>rments, for not speaking the same hmguage 
you do, as for entertaining ideas, or opinions, or notions, di^ 
ferent from yours« Ought you not, then, and will you not 
have charity for those who have been taught a difierent ka- 

fuage or difierent sentiments and hstbits from yourselves? 
let all men fairly investigate this subject for Uiemselres; 
it well merits their most attentive exaraitoatiiMi ; they will 
tlien discover that it is from the errors, of corruption, miii^ 
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insliiictiAg tiie ymmg miiid, relative to the true cause of eariy 
prapoBurniionn, thai almoat all tl»e evils of life proeeed. 

** Whence^ theof ye advocates fo]:the merit and demerit of 
eaxiy impreenoiia of opioioiiy do you derive your principles? 
How many of y<Hi kave aver dared to think freely ? How 
aaoj of yon have ever ezMnioed yourselves, and sought to 
blow the foundi^oa of your pretensions to dieqparage or to 
hale your fellow men, meorely for being bom in some other 
society, or taught by other teachers, of believing di^rently 
firom what you bdievei? 

<< hok this system «f misery be seen m all its deformity I 
It ought to be ^spoaed; far tho instcuctioo. which it incul* 
oates, at the outset of forming human .chaiaeter, is destruc- 
tive of tkat goMiiJM charity, whioh can alooe train man to be 
truly b«&evcilent to all o^er men* The ideas of exclunve 
right in opinions, which are independent of physical evi. 
deoce, that consequent superiority which i»^ae have hitherto 
been taught to attach to the eaorly sentiments and habits in 
which ti^y have been instructed, and in which, although 
there are ten thousand different classes, each disagreeing 
from every other, every one class assumes to itself the exclu* 
sive superiority in itself, and a gmieral superiority, or worse in 
several deg^^es over aU the otlivers ; these are the chief causes 
of disunion, hatred, envy, and uncbaritableness throughout so- 
ciety ; this is the true revolt of fallen angels against the God 
who has ^ven man this earth to be to him a heaven, but 
which this baleful system converts into a place of sin and 
tormept, and weeping, and wailiog, and misery. Such a 
iiystem, such notions, are in direct opposition to pure and 
undefiled religion, nor can they ever exist together; while 
one exiles, man will continue to be miserable ; to the great 
portion of the human race this earth must be a pandemo* 
Ilium. Remove this afflicting system, men will then not hate 
each oth^, and this earth will become a paradise — a fit place 
of preparation &r an immortality worthy of the Creator of 
all things. 

'^The extent of the misery which is generated by the 
prevailing system, cannot however be always concealed ; the 
eyes of mankind are already cleansed from the dark film 
which obscured their mental vision ; and imposition of every 
kind is hastening fast to the same grave in which so many 

13 ' 
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enon have been tmried daring the last Ibor eentories ; eveiy 
age may seem to be only a aCep, but the steps oMist become 
strides and augment their paee on every successioo like the 
law of gravitation ; this gross system of ignorance, on which 
the system of misery has been raised, is unveiled ; it stands 
exposed to the world on its proper foundation ; and so expo- 
sed, its supporters must shrmk fiom the task of vindicating 
the misery of man, as necessary to the glory of a beneficent 
and ineffable God ; the weapons of terror no longer appear 
formidable, and although the followers of those who suff»ed, 
and whose sufferings overthrew the pile and the torture, and 
cast broad open the dungeons of a devilish system, have 
travelled into the same path, and restored to llie enginery of 
fear, without hope and pains, without limitation of time ; 
each has become still less wicked; though there are who 
would still renew all that was most foil and afflicting, to 
maintain their worldly power and their worldly avarice ; but 
no. rational mind will now be found to give such a system 
support ; and the most hardened and cruel are forced to re- 
lent or to dissemble and affect, if they do not feel goodness, 
and charity, and love of all men. 

''Having exhibited the errors on which ignorance has 
erected the systems by which man has been governed, or 
compelled to become irrational and miserable; and having 
laid an immoveable foundation for a aystem devoid of that 
error, and which, clearly comprehended, and adopted in prac* 
tice, must train mankind to think and act towards others, aa 
they would wish others to think and act towards them : we 
proceed further to explain this system without error, and 
which may be termed a system without mystery. 
' '<As then children collectively may be formed into any 
characters, by whom' ought their characters to be formed 1 

" The kind and degree of misery or happiness experienced 
by the members of the community, depend on the characters 
which have been formed in the individuals which compose 
the community. It becomes then the highest interest, and 
consequently the first and most important duty of every state^ 
to form the individual characters of which the state is com. 
posed. And if any characters, firom the most ignorant and 
miserable, to the most rational and happy, can be formed, it 
surely merits the deepest attention of every state to adopt 



POPULAJt EDUCATIOll. 147 

those obfioas meaiis by which the formation of the latter 
may be secared, and that of the former prevented. 

** It follows, that every state, in order to be well governed, 
ought to direct its chief attention to the formation of charac- 
ter ; and that the best governed state will be that which shall 
possess the best national system of education. 

** And, under the guidance of minds competent to its di- 
rection, a national system of training and education may be 
formed, to become the most safe, easy, effectual, and econo* 
micial instrument of government that can be devi^d. And 
it may be made to possess a power equal to the accomplish* 
ment of the most grand and beneficial purposes. 

** It is, however, by instruction only, that the population of 
the world can be made conscious of the irrational state in 
which they now exist, and until that instruction is given, it is 
premature to introduce a national system of education, al* 
though it will be the duty of every community, great or small, 
to adopt and pursue such means as may prepare the minds 
of men for the adoptioD, by continually pressing upon the 
minds of persiMis of all ages, and paiticulariy the young of 
both sexes, the comfwt derived from promoting the good of 
others. 

*< But to wh<Nn can such arrangements be submitted ? Who 
is he that is so much above the passions of the world as to 
be a tit judge ?— -Melancholy indeed is the reflection ! But 
it must not be spoken to the prejudices of the conspiring 
bodies of men, who, while they are taught to hate each other, 
are also organised to keep mankind clasped under mental and 
moral subjection— degraded by being taught to shut their eyes 
against the light of reason, and grope through darkness with 
their eyes open — they must be spoken to— they must be con- 
fronted by truth ; the system that every where bears down 
'roan in degradation must be exposed— 4t must be judged. 

^ But shall the commercial character be the jud^ in whose 
estimation to forsake the path of inunediate individual gain, 
would be to show symptoms of a disordered imagination ? 
For the children of commerce^ have been trained to direct all 
their faculties to buy cheap and sell dear ; and consequently, 
those who are the most expert and successfiil in this wise and 
noble art, are, in the commercial world, deemed to possess 
foresight and superior acquirements^ wlille such us attempt 
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to improve the natural habits, and increase the comforts of 
those whom they employ, are termed wild enthusiasts. 

** Nor yet are they to be submitted to the mere men of law; 
for they are necessarily trained to endeavor to make wrong 
appear right, or involve both in a train of intricacies^ and to 
legalize injustice. 

** Nor to the mere leaders of political parties, or their par- 
tizans, for they are embarrassed by the trunmela of party^ 
which mislead the judgment, and often constrain them to sa- 
crifice the real well-being of the community and of themselves 
to an apparent, but most mistaken self-interest. 

** Nor to those who are termed heroes 'and conquerors, or 
tieir followers ; for their minds have been trained to consider 
the infliction of human misery and the commission of mili- 
tary murders a glorious duty, and almost beyond reward. 

*< Nor yet to the fiishionable or splendid in the eyes of the 
world ; for these are, from their infaflcy, trained to deceive 
and be deceived ; to accept iAiadows for substances ; and to 
live a life of insincerity^ and consequent discontent and imsery • 

<< And still lees are ^ey to be exclusively submitted to the 
professional expounders 4ind defenders of ^e various opposing 
religious systems throughout the world ; between whom and 
the heroes it wiH not be easy to decide which has produced 
the greatest misery to mankind; for how many thousands 
of these are actively engaged in propagating the notions of 
phrenzy and the raving of minds disoidered among mankind ; 
spreading abroad hatred of all who are educated contrary to 
their particular notions ; defacing and deforming the charms 
of creation, by substituting terror and misery for the he^i- 
ness and hope which ought to cheer and flight life ; who 
seek to bind man in misery, in order to make him dependant 
on those who, however they affect to conceal the idea, in efieot 
assert die doctrine, that tiirough each of them alone is future 
happiness to be obtained. 

*< Nor should it ever be lost sight of lo inculcate this truth 
equally on the rich, that they may not forget themselves, and 
on the poor, that they may not foiget what is due to them fay 
society ; that, as all wealth owes its source, its supply, and 
its continuance of value to human Labor ; without that labor 
there woidd be neither subsistence, nor comfcHrt, nor society 
itselfl Men would be no better thiui savages in a soil uacul- 
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tivttted; and arts and sciences themselves must be extinct, 
if the hand of labor did not support them, by provrding those 
riches wittch produce the activity of commerce, and the cir. 
culatioii of wealth and prosperity in all nations; The far* 
greater pari of the population of this and of every other coun- 
try belong to, or have risen from the laboring classes, and by 
them the happiness and comforts of thooe who are indepen- 
dent of personal labor, not excluding the very highest, are 
essentially influenced. Tliis requires to be more particularly 
enforeed, because it goes to resist a very pernicious practice 
in all families, rich and poor, that of depreciating the indus- 
trious and laboring people, as an inferior class of beings ; 
which is especially the case in famih'es which keep servants, 
who are too generally permitted to form the character of chil- 
dren. This evil has deeper efiects and more mischievous 
consequences than may be supposed by those who are not' 
accustomed to trace effects back to their causes, with due at- 
tention in the progress of the mind ffom infancy to youth. 
It is indeed impossiide that children, in any situation, can be 
correctly trained, unless those who surround them from in- 
fancy are previoasiy well instructed ; mothers who nurse 
their own children, and watch their mind's growth, are al- 
ways rewarded in the health and habits of them ; those who 
entrust them to nurses, independent of the insensibility and 
loss of felicity to the mother, she must be fortunate who hap. 
pens on a nurse of the necessary temper, health, and habits, 
and adapted to give the first happy impressions to infancy ; 
and the value of good servants to those who have experienced 
the difference between good and bad, can be duly apprecia* 
ted, and the eflects upon children easily estimated. 

<< Let any man of reflection examine for himself these ques- 
tions : — Of what benefit is it to the moral good of men well 
or ill informed, but more particularly the latter, to engage in 
enforcing speculative tenets, upon which the learned have not 
come to an agreement, but upon the dilutes concerning which 
the greatest afflictions are produced !^^and what would be 
the effect on the happiness of mankind, if instead of fighting 
about metaplijrsbal subjects, the mass of society was taught 
to regard practical morality, and that divine sentiment which 
calls upon all men to do towards others, as they wish others 
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to do towmrdb them ! Would not aocsiety profit l^ tliis diange 

ci |»actice t 

«« The only certain criterion of truth is its agreement or 
constant consisteiicy with itself: it remains one and the same 
under every view and comparison of it which can be made ; 
while ^ror cannot stand the test of so^ investigatton and 
comparison, because it ever leads to absurd conclusions. 

« Those whose minds are equal to the subject, will, ere thi^ 
have dtacovered that the principles in which mankind have 
been hitherto instructed, and by which they have been gov- 
erned, will not bear the test of this criterion. Investigate and 
compare them : they betray absurdity, f<^y, and weakness ; 
hence the infinity of jaivnig opinions, dissensions; and mise* 
ries, which have hitherto existed. 

* " The criterion, however, which has been stated, shows 
that all sects, without exception, are in part inconsistent with 
the works of nature, that is, with the facts which the great 
Author of the Universe has established around us. Those 
systems, one and all, must therefore contain some fimdaraen* 
tal ^rors, and it is an utter impossibility that man can become 
rational, or enjoy happiness which otherwise his nature is 
capable of attaining, until those errors shaU have been expo- 
sed and annihilated. 

** The truth which the several systems possess^ serves to 
cover and perpetuate the errors with which artifice has asso* 
ciated and connected them — but those errors are most obvi^ 
ous to all such as have not, from infancy, been taught to re- 
ceive them ; and wherever they spread will be subject to the 
influence of other notions, which have been in existence an- 
tecedently to their being offered to attention. 

** In proof of this, ask in succession those who are esteemed 
the most intelligent and enlightened of every sect and party, 
what is their opinion of every other sect and party through- 
out the world. Is it not evident that,'Wkhout one exception^ 
the answer of each will be^ that they all contain errors so 
clearly in opposition to reason and equity, that he can feel 
only pity and deep commiseration for the individuals whooB 
minds have been, thus perverted imd rendered irratioiiall 
And this reply they will make, unconscious that the^ them. 
selves are of the number whom Uiey comminerale. 

«* The doctrines which have been taught to every known 
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sect, combiued with the external circumstaoces, by which 
they have been surrounded, have been directly calculated, 
and ooM not fml to prochxce the characters which have ex* 
isted ; and the doctrines in which the inhabitants of the world 
itre now instructed, conabined with external circumstances by 
which they are surrounded, form the characters which at 
present pervade society, and must continue so to do, as long 
as the interests of sects continue to be. preferred to the good 
of the species ; and there are classes of men who derive all, 
their power, from the influence which this pernicious spirit 
secures to then^, at the expense of human happiness and the 
distractions of the whole earth. 

** The dogqaatic or exclusive doctrines which have been, 
and which are now taught throughout the world, must neces* 
sarily create and perpetuate a total want of charity among 
men* They disunite nations, they disunite states within 
themselves ; they have desolated whole regions, and extir* 
pated nations; they maintain a perpetual feud, wherevof 
they obtain any predominancy ; they destroy happiness, and 
produce enmitie% and hatreds, and afflictions in families; 
they separate neighbors, and cause the inhabitants of the 
same tenement, each to consider the other in a state of ab* 
hor^ence and execration ; they generate superstition, bigotry, 
hypocrisy, hatred, revenge, wars, and all their evil conse- 
quences. For it has been, and continues to be, a fundamental 
principle in every sect or system hitherto taught, with excep- 
tions more nominal than jreal ; — * That man will possess merit 
and receive an eternal reward by believing the doctrines of 
that peculiar system, which each several teacher dictates; 
that whoever disbelieves them will be eternally punished for 
that disbelief — that all those;countless millions, who through* 
out all former time, have not been taught to b^eve those 
tenets, known only to later ages or to modem times, must be 
doomed to eternal misery/ '* 

The liberal, benevolent, and intelligent reader, will see in 
these strictures of Mr. Owen, many preciou^ truths, well wor* 
thy his. most serious mvestigation ; but bigoted, supercilioui^ 
and prejudiced pedants, however learoed and eloquent, will 
see nothing but deformity therein, because their own char* 
actors are slightly exhibited. 
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FROM THE « INTELLECTUAL TELESCOPE/' 

Whe^ I consider the great ignorance of many persons, 
who are naturally susceptible of improvement, but who, alas ! 
live and die ignoramuses, because they will not use the op- 
portunities to gain information, which providence has put in 
their power ; when I consider the little superiority in some 
of the human, over some of the brute creation, for want of 
inteUectual cultivation, I am jealous for the honor of human 
nature. 

Some time ago I visited a man in his sickness, who 
vearcely knew he had a soul, although he had spent sixty- 
* five revolving years on this terrestrial ball. 

Even those who are the professors of religion, are oflen 
so extremely ignorant of the wonderful works of Grod, exhi- 
bited in the book of creation, that they form in their puerile 
minds the most dishonorable notions of the '* great first 
CAUSE." A pious man once declared to me with the utmost 
solemnity, that the Almighty appeared to him in the shape 
of a Quaker, and taught him the Lord's prayer. 

Many such intellectual abuses have I witnessed in the vo- 
taries of religion, owing, principally, to the wrong associa- 
tion of ideas relative to the Supreme Being and his amazing 
architecture. No class of men have better opportunities of 
improving their intellectual powers, by investigating the book 
of creation, than farmers and mariners. Yet, alas ! none 
neglect this divine employment more than they, who of course 
forego one of the most useful, as Well as pleasurable enter- 
tainments, of which the human mind is capable. Education 
should call the attention of all descriptions of people, espe- 
cially the votaries of agriculture and navigation, to the 
solemn, delightful, and profitable investigation of the book of 
Nature. 

The great Creator, to use scriptural language, is a jealous 
God. Hence, those who neglect him and his works are, 
(and I would add, ought to be,) lightly esteemed. I would 
ask, who neglect their immortal interest, as well as intellec- 
tual cultivation, more than mariners unhappily db ? — ^None. 
No Set of men are exposed to more dangers, and at the same 
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time ETB less sensible of them, and less prepared to meet 
them, than manors. And I would add, no set of men are 
more useful to certain communities, and at the same time less 
respected, than this class of people. Is not this the radical 
cause why many of them are both extremely ignorant and 
wicked ? Is it not, therefore, of importance and utility, to 
prepare and publish productions which obviously tend both 
to re^m their hearts and inform their heads ? 

As I have been a mariner myself, immy youth, till I was 
nineteen years of age, I feel particularly solicitous to be use- 
ful to that clasb of people, because I well know, and that by 
sad experience, that they too often need the kind admonitions 
of a friend. I would here address a thought that strikes my 
moid in a particular manner, to the supreme and subordinate 
naval officers, who may happen to peruse this work, relative 
to Uie exteeme danger to which (hey expose themselves' by 
aetiiig with too much severity to their sailors. In order to 
asoertain the delicacy and danger of .their situations in such 
cases, let them only ask their own hearts what vengeance 
would be boiling in their veins, if they were beaten and abu. 
sed by any person clothed with a Httie brief authority. When 
I recollect the petulance and perverseness of many captains, 
manifested to their sailors when at sea, I am surprised that 
more mutinies do not result from such tyrannical conduct 
than really do take place. Is it not better policy (not to say 
any thing of rectitude) for conunanders to win the afiections 
of their sailors, rather than inspire them with hatred for their 
penKHis, and a spirit of revenge. How of\en has the caprice 
and inhumanity of captains and their subordinate officers 
caused their men to rise upon them, and sacrifice their Uvea 
to appease their fury. Thus we see such injudicious per- 
sons anticipate their own doom by their cruelty, and are 
ushered into the presence of an ofimided Grod, to account for 
tl^r oppressive conduct. You, who are men of Irritable 
tempers, rake warning by thdr destruction to avoid their op- 
pressive conduct ; for, be assured, the same causes will pro. 
duee the same ^fects. 

As I have been greatly benefited by viewing the glorious 
works of God, dbplayed in the starry heavens ; I, therefore, 
would earnestly recommend my readers, whether landsmen 
(Mr seamen, to ttuai theiir attenttoot some of their leisure mo* 
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menta, to the inveatigatioa of this aoiema and suUimo sobject ; 
it will, I am confident, have the most salutary effect oQ-the 
Blind of every rational thinking man. 

As I conceived the lessons in the boc^ of Nature to be 
ii'resistible, energetic, and not to be confuted; and oonscu 
quently, most calculated to convince tyrants of the iniqaity 
of their conduct, the disapprobation of heaven, and the dis* 
similarity between their works and those of their Creator ; I 
have, therefore, endeavored to exhibit a specimen of the mu- 
nificence of Jehovah, depicted in all his works, in hopes that 
it will have a tendency to make oppresscurs blush, forego their 
crimes, and no more insult their Creator, by destroying his 
creatures, the noblest works of his almighty hands. 

Can we, day after day, behold the light, and feel the exhi. 
larating influence of the sun, and partake of the benefactions 
of the Parent of Qood, who. circles nature in one kind eno- 
brace, and yet oppress, murder, and destroy the noblest woxks 
of this great, good, and glorious Being, instead of reverencing^ 
obeying, imitating, and loving him ? Inexcusable, criminal, 
sbnoieful ingratitude ! Does the sun proclaim his goodness 
and perfections, and can we, dare we, both literally and vir« 
tually, insult him to his face ? - 

Concerning the sun, mankind have entertained the moat 
extravagant ideas. By one part of the hitman race this lu- 
minary has been advanced to the rank of a god, and had 
divine honors paid to it ; by another it has been debased as 
low as hell, and supposed to be the place of infernal misery ; 
but this is only one instance, out of millions, in which ^ men 
have become vain in their imagination, and, professing them* 
selves to be wise, have become fools." 

An account of the sanguinary wars, both of ancient and 
modern times, is not only horrible to the philanthropist, but 
also destructive to the sympathetic feelings of the juvenile 
scholar. I firmly believe that the primary cause why so many 
young men have an ardent, and, apparently, a hereditary de- 
shre to enter the army, is, because their parents put the his- 
torical writings of ancient warriors in their hands, at that 
period of life when their imaginations were most, susceptible 
of impression; than which, a more imprudent thing can 
scarcely be. By this means, children are habituated to the 
most shocking scenes of barbarity and warfore ; and, seeing 
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Khe victor, (though reeking with the hlood of his fellow mortals,) 
crowned with garlands, and applauded with the united gra- 
tulations of the wondering, ignorant and cheated multitude ; 
they of coarse, feel the most invincible ambition to emulate 
the victories and vices of such sanguinary mortals. Were 
' the people of America so happy as never to have seen' or 
heard of a battle, by sea or land, till the famous battle of Wa- 
terioo ; how would th6 intelligence of that dreadful battle 
have caused our eyes to stream with sympathetic tears, and 
transfixed our recoiling hearts with unutterable agony. But 
alas ! because we are so habituated to such accounts, we now 
hear of the slaughter of hundreds of thousands of our poor 
unhappy fellow sinners, scarcely feeling a particle of tender 
emotion, or philanthropic regret. It is a lamentable fact, that 
there has been on an average near four bloody battles fought 
every year since the French revolution by the contending 
powers of Christendom. Alas f human nature, how art thou 
brutalized ! ! How art thoii degraded ! ! ! Who can, without 
horror, view this earth, metamorphosed into a slaughter. house 
by ambitious men. The Terdant fields are heaped with car- 
nage, the silver waves of the ocean are tinged with human 
blood. Being? endued with intelligence, and created for high 
beatitude, so far prostitute and pervert their glorious qualifi. 
cations as to constitute them the auxiliaries of eivit, the min- 
isters of wo, instead of the friendly guardians of their fellow 
mortals. Nations and individuals, in power, pursue without 
pity or natural afiection, tfieir weak neighbors, and tear every^ 
enjoyment, even life itself from them. 

Good and evil are placed before us by the sovereign of the 
universe ; if we choose the good we will reap the benefit 
even in this life. But if we choose the evil, tribulation and 
anguish will undoubtedly be our portion here and hereafter. 

£ven the philosophical unbeliever must allow, that the 
strong are continually tearing every enjoyment, and even life 
itself from the weak ; that of all animals on the face of the 
earth man is the weakest*, the wickedest, and most wretched ; 
that all brutes are exempted from the fears of death, but not 
so with man. He wishes to live but is forced to die ; the 
tiioughts of which imbitter every transitory sweet, and make 
hinn die in anticipation, even while he lives. Yet, alas ! all 
these mountains of misery by which man finds himself envi- 
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rolled will oot teach Ittm to feel hie Inotiier's wo ; biUhstakii^ 
a dire delight in enhancingy instead of mitigatiogy the una- 
voidable evils to which human nature is exposed. When I 
survey, with my intellectual eyes, the servility of some, the 
degradation of others, and the ignorance of most of men, I 
am led to believe, that if they have souls in their carcasses 
they are more criminal than unfortunate. — ^Excuse the spoil* 
taneous doubt ; for, if we may judge of the intellects of some 
men by their actions, we must come to this oonclusion, that 
if they have souls they degrade them below the standard of 
brutal sagacity. 

This is truly a degrading picture of humanity, and I am 
sorry to say it is as true as it 13 tragicaL But I would add> 
it is the worst side of the picture. . We may, to counterpoise 
the above representatioo, assert that there are many liberal, 
intelligent, benevolent, candid, and independent souls which 
animate and stimulate the bodies of men. Such oharaoters 
are superior to the influence of bigotry, they can see through 
the guise of ecclesiastical monopoly, human.distinction, and 
party prejudice. They can circle in one kind embrace, with 
the arms of universal philanthropy, every intelligent being. 

Delightful conversation with such I seldom participate, 
unless It is with the dead Christian philosophers and pbilan. 
thropists, who speak through the m^um of their useful and 
scientific writings. 

Could we anaJize the mind as we anatomize the body of 
man, our admiration would be soon changed to amazement. 
Who can consider the operations of the mind, this spark of 
heavenly flame which can dart from star to star, from system 
to system, and even from earth to hell, and from hell to hea* 
ven as swift as light, restless as the wind. With his bodily 
eye the intelligent man views the stars like twinkling lights 
in the atmosphere, but with his intellectual eyes he views 
them as enormous masses of durable matter, equal in magni. 
tude to the sun ; and may we not extend our ideas to the 
formation of the brutal, as well a9 human creation. Could 
we ascertain the infinite ingenuity manifested in the creation 
of an ant, or an antelope, a snail or a whale, a mole or a foal, 
we should be constrained in silent astonishment to muse the 
maker's praise. The sagacity of the animal creation also 
declares the wisdom of F^vidence. They can distinguish 
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km*m^ the poiloiKms f^mt and nutiifioiui hevb, 'B(^6eii 
tfietr food and their phyac. What can be more cunning 
than the fox, more foriotis than the lionj more timorous than 
the deer, more vigilant than the ant, more industrious than 
the bee, more ingenious than the beaver, more mischievous 
than- the monkey, more docile than the elephant, more patient 
than the ass, more gmtefol than the dog, and more ungratefbl 
Chan their tyran^ Mxik ! - 

As the meteor flies Ihrough the air, spreads its long and 
gilded train^ and is soon dissolved to common air again, so it 
is wilfa us, so with the most superb monuments of art, and 
80 wilh tbe grandest scenes of nature. Wherever we turn 
(ttir eyes, all appears changing, all in motion, and to the 
general circuhttiDn the most durable bodies seem to owe their 
origin ; metals and stones seem to be concretions of soft sub- 
stances, and both are found to rust and moulder away ; plants 
and animais soon arrive at maturity, and as quickly hasten 
to their dissolution. And yet, alas, how seldom do we find 
our minds properly impressed with this important sentiment. 
Most men live as if they were never to cQe. To me these 
meteors seem to toll the death bell of my. approaching disso- 
kitiom Wlule the voice of the animal, the vegetable, and 
naineral creation, preach repentance to me and all mankind. 

JBad principles might be destroyed in youth, if taken in 
tim^, with the same facility as good ones instilled. Had 
BiHiaparte's first and best school-master been a true republi- 
can, and early inspired hint with the love of liberty and equality, 
cpd an abhorrence of king-^raft, and priest^crafl, peihaps 
tiiere would not be at this time a royal villain ivith a diadem, 
or a most Rev. impostor with a mitre on his head in the world, 
or at least in Europe. But what could have been effected by 
a superannuated pedagogue then, can scarcely now be accom- 
plished by all mankind ; because his principles of monarchy, 
imbibed in the mi^tary sphool of Louis XVI, matured with 
his increase of years. 

The rights, the comfort, loid the happiness of all mankind, 
were the oj^|ects of Christ's soHoitude, but he had an evident 
predilection for. the poor. The great object of his mission 
was, to give sight to the blind, feet to the lame, health to the 
sick, life to the dead, and the best of all, " to preach the gas- 
'pel to the poor*" 

14 
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How nieladkms does thk glofioiMi tBisflioii floiiBd Id tiM 
of the true philaathropist, when he coatrasta it with the bloody 
wan, carnage, destruction, and death, with which the ante* 
cedent history of the world is filled. Who allowed any sc^ 
citude or commiseration for the poor, till Christ set the exam- 
pie ? Not the Jewish priesthood — witness the parable of the 
good Samaritan. Who has followed this blessed example? 
Is it the Christian ministry ? Not all of them. Witness the 
hosts of dignified clerg3rme&, who live in pomp ^nd grandeur 
on the fleece/ and the devil may take the flock for whajb they 
care. They make aonachine of the gospel to aocimiudate 
power and wealth, and a step-ladder on which they ciimh to 
human honor and secular preferment. The blessed Jesus 
preached bis glorious gospel to the poor, not for pay, but 
from motives of purest pity ; his pulpit a green mountain, and 
his sounding-lxwd the blue canopy of heaven. Indeed, he 
appeared himself in the character of extreme poverty, in 
order to prove to 9 demonstration, how contemptible the rich 
man's tinsel appears in the sight of heaven. 

And as it is a fundamental truth, although the ridi refuse 
to believe it such, that the most necessary part of ecfaication 
is a habit of industry, and a propensity to application, this 
principle, therefore, should be infused at an eariy age at least 
into the minds of the children of the poor. The manual labor 
schools must not be omitted, in which children exercise them- 
selves, at an eariy age, in habits of industry most necessary 
in common life. Their labor heljfe to pay for their school- 
ing, books, <Sm5. Habits of indusbry are acquired, the judg- 
ment matured, the principles of science rooted, the foundation 
of virtue and happiness laid, and the love of liberty deeply 
implanted. 

Hence, the youthful imitative mortals, instead of being cor- 
rupted or stupified by dead languages atid obsolete literature, 
at an age most susc^ible of impressions, which it is very 
hard for even time to eradicate, would be instructed in red 
science, and to admire, love, apd defend the liberty their 
fathers died to purchase, and the constitution, which secures 
to them the enjc^rment. of this precious -liberty. George 
Warfiington, the firat preeddent of the United States, pomts 
out the utility, and reconunends the organization of such an 
institution. 
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«< Whibt it is univeraally admitted that a well iastnicted 
people alone can be permanently a free people, and whilst it 
is evident that the means of difilising and improving oseful 
knowledge form so small a proportion of the expenditures for 
national purposes, I cannot presume it to be unreasonable to 
invite your attention to the advantages of superadding to the 
means of education provided by the several states, a seminary 
of learning, instituted by the natioaal legislature, within the 
limits of their exclusive jurisdiction ; thB expense of which 
might be defrayed or reimbursed out of the vacant grounds 
which have accrued to the nation within those limits. 

^< Such an institution, though local in its legal character, 
would be universal in its beneficial effects. By enlightening 
the opinions, by expanding the patriotism, and by assimilating 
the principles, the sentiments, and the manners of those who 
might resort 1» this temple of Science, to be re-distribuled, in 
due time, through every part of the community ; sources of 
jealousy and prejudice would be diminished, the features of 
national character would be multiplied, and greater extent given 
to sobial harmony. But above all, a well constitute;d seminary, 
in the centre of the nation, is recommended by the consider* 
ation, that the additiimal instruction emanating from it would 
contribute no less to strengthen tl» foundations, than to adorn 
the structure, of our free and happy system of government." 

The conduct of fiamiicar, the father of Hannibal, the Car- 
thagenian general, presents itself to prove the force of our 
argument. Even at the age of nine years his father, by the 
force of education, inspired him with an extreme hatred against 
the Romans, which continued to his death; and he proved 
the most dangerous enemy they ever contended with. What 
endows even the savages of our own continent with such un- 
conquerable resolution, composuriB, and patience, even in the 
midst of the greatest agonies and bodily torture, which tiiey 
endure, not only without complaint, but deride and defy their 
foes in the midst thereof? No doubt it is the force of exam* 
pie, accompanied with precept. By what means did Sparta 
remain free, long after the oth^ republican states of Greece 
were enslaved 1 By attending to the laws of Lycurgus : par. 
ticularly those relating to the education of their youth. And 
had she abided by the laws of that wise legislator, she would 
have remained free much longer. What proved the harbin« 
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ger of tbe dograclatioii and eiffilBvement of the Roman i^pub. 
Kc? An indifference in the people to tbe interest of the 
commonwealth, inattention to the edaeation of their youth, 
and a general depravation of public manners. Luxury in a 
nation, is as destructive as intemperance in an individuaL 
« The patricians may think it derogatory to their dignity to 
listen or cUtend to the propositions of a simple child of na- 
ture, without either a handle or a tail to his name — neither 
Honorable, Es^cellency, or Esquire, nor Rev., Right Rev., 
Bishop, or Archbishop, A« M., D. D«> M. D. or L.L. D.-?** 
such titles of honor as the sobs of vanity attr ch to their names^ 
in order to let the world know that they i re superior to the 
^ Swinish Multitude" of Edmund Burke. For my part, was 
I to be so vain, foolish, and proud as to attach a tail to my 
namej it should be O. S, ilf., i. e. One of the Stoinuh Mid- 
tUude ! ! / oZkiff, One of the People. O how sad a sight are 
all pedantic and transitory distinctions, and honorary nick^ 
tiames, <' to those whose thoughts can pierce beyond an hour !" 
But to return. Although I do not address the government, 
I address their masters, the soVebkion people, who will be 
heard, or change their representatives. 

The young Americans who can read the history of the 
present despotic governments of Europe, written in the inno* 
cent blood of millions of their poor unhappy fellow*crcatures, 
and who can applaud the one and de^se the other, apolo- 
gize and vindicate the first, and at the same time deprecate 
and calumniate the last, surely must be deeply corrupted by 
their mistaken mode of instruction. 

[The greatest improvement in schools and academies, would 
be to have them always kept open, with seats for visiters, the 
same as churches, legislative halls, court rooms^ dec, 6g^ : 
common or public schools open to the public, private schools 
to the parents and guardians, female schools to the mothers, 
sistars, and female friends. This would be a constant. salu- 
tary check and stimulus, both to the pupils and teachers, and 
afibrd interest and instruction to the visiters. Evening and 
winter schools are also much needed for adults. Scholars 
should continually and faithfully practice composition, which 
is of more value than all their other studies, or rather is the 
object of them, and without which mere handwriting is 
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Extract from my Letter to Nofiieon Bonaparie, 1801, 
repealed in. 1804. 

I thought I saw th« Frauch republic nodding to its fdlt^ 
vnne thirty.five or &rty yearH ago : 1 dow am rara I see dw 
last republic on ear^ in the same daoger, and trom the very 
same cause. I gave the citizaa First Consul, N. Bonaparte, 
true and timely warning, through his Secretary of State, 
Monsieur, since Prince Talleyrand. They, no doubt, treated 
my respectful and reasonable remoBstrances with sovereign 
contempL I believe they are revolving ihem now, with sad 
and accumulating jegiet and torturing remprse, and will do 
so to all eternity. It was not for want of light to see th« 
super-inhuman villainy of the deed, or the dreadful coMK-' 
queuf^es resultiog from their base and diabolical ambition, 
thatM. Talleyrand or Bonaparte, or- perhaps both, subrertfld, 
nay annihilated, the liberties of the French republic. 
13* 
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TO NAPOLBON BOI7APABXB. 

^ Having freely apprised you of your dtinger io a future 
world, in the event of final inattention to your eternal inter- 
ests, permit me to remind you of your duty and your danger 
in a political point of view. Have you duly adverted to the 
genius of that great nation over ^vriuch you now preside? 
And are they not, almost to a proverb, jealous of their na- 
tional rights and liberties? Have they .not proved to Ijbe 
world that they are a nation of Brutusea ? Are they, on £bis 
account, to be condemned T Qave they sacrificed countless 
lives, and almost exhausted their treasures to procure for 
themselves, and transmit to their posterity, their national 
rights and privileges; and shall they not be tenacious of 
them ? The man, or set of men, who despoils them of privi- 
leges obtained at such infinite expense, literally robs thc^ of 
the vast treasures they expended, and virtually murders the 
mapy brave heroes who sacrificed their lives ta purchase 
liberty for their copntry aod their children, and proclaims ta 
the world that these heroes fought and bled and died in vain. 
To imagine that the French people will allow themselves 
to be, with impunity, despoiled of their dear-bought privileges,, 
is to suppose them, not only without patriotism, honor, and 
generosityr but without a inind and without a memory, dhall 
they, after the bloody struggle, tmasmit to coming genera- 
tions a despotism so unmanly and fatal ? Shall they deposit, 
in the hands of their progeny, the sanguinary swcA-d, all stained 
with the blood of the patriotic sons of France, when a little 
more courage and persev^ance would seiHire their Ubertiesi 
In what contempt and detestation would posterity hold theiti f 
Would not their children, and their children's i^ildren, exe- 
crate their cowardice, and curse the tyrant while rotting in 
his grave, with his parasitical advisers ? * All that is wanting 
to render them happy, is perseverance in the vindication ot 
their just rights and unalienable privileses. Of vast magni- 
tude and importance is the canae of liberty. It is not the 
concern of a city or a country ; it is the ooacem of Europe^ 
nay, of the whole wotM. It is not the concern of a day, of 
a year, or of an age ; it is equally the concern of the present 
generation, and of many generations and of all to contie. 
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• 

fLeecXi^tt Sir» your political oonduct may be productrre of 
much happioofls or of much misery to many milliom^ yet ua» 
born* Figure to yourself your political misconduct inscribed, 
in very small characters, on a young tree, and the inscnp. 
tion to increase wUh the ^cee ; in what large characters would 
posterity read 3rour inftmous departure from political and 
moral rectitude ? You should always remembcNr, when you 
are planning fw posterity^ that neither wisdom, nor virtue, 
nor honor, nor courage^ is hereditary. Portentous are the 
times in which we live. Great is the trust deposited in your 
hands. How many millions are committed to your care I 
Many are the vicissitudes of fortune they have already expe* 
rienced. Manifold difficulties have they encountered and 
escaped. High is the emiBence on which you now stand. 
Vast is the prospect befc»re you. Happily may you contribute 
to the prosperity, or unhappily may you cooducoto (he misery 
of Europe. Inattentive must you be to your duty, your in* 
terest and your honor, to the interest and the honor o£ the 
French nation, if you are not inspired with the most laudable, 
ambition and zeal to secure to them such a free and happy 
govenwoent as they risk their all to obtoin. Has not the 
world seen the. French nation great in adversity, struggling 
with the difiiculties incident lo a revolutionary war? araidst- 
the intrigues of unprincipled men among themselves, a num* 
her of whom have met the fate they merited ? and shall they 
not be great in prosperity, and continue to defend their rights, 
as a lioness does her cubs ? Immense is the hurt which, by 
misconduct, you may now do. By a viirtuous administration,; 
on the contrary, you may do more for the interest and honor 
of the nation, at the he^ of which you now stand, than all 
your former victories and conquests have done. Were not 
the Lacedsemonians, in exteirnal circumstances, inferior to 
many of the other states of Greece ; and yet, by their virtue, 
and their valour, did they not obtain a pre-eminence ? Have 
not the most celebrated heroes of antiquity been distinguished 
and famous for their contempt of worldly riches and honors ? 
In what low circumstances were many of the most celebrated 
champions of ancient Rome, such as Fabrioius, CincinaatuSf 
Regulus, an(} others ? And yet those were the times in which 
public, as well as private virtue, shone with unrivalled lustre. 
Their poverty, far from being a reproach, added fresh laurels 
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to their fame. It indicated such a noUe contempt of Hi^Mi 
ua rendered them superior to all the arts of corruption and 
bribery. In modern time% as well as ancioit, public virtue 
possesses charms which attract attention, and add a dignity 
to nations, which is superior to riches and power ; command- 
ing respect where pomp, splendor, and magnificence are de« 
spised. The people of France are not ignorant of the neces^ 
sary prerequisites and essential qualifications which constitute 
an upright magistrate or a Tirtnous government* They know 
that a good magistrate ia a friend to the liberties (tf the peo^ 
pie, makes their interest his own, and is happy when they 
are ha[^y. Readily can they also recognize when an in^* 
vidual tyrant, or a government of them, deviates from the 
path of rectitude ; prostituting th^ir ^consciences and their 
power to the most unworthy purposes. A nation, delivered 
fironi local prepossessions and sentimental prejudices, see» 
with new eyes, and hears with new ears. Curious, as well 
as contaminating, is prejudice ; accommodating itself to all 
the propensities and passions of the human mind. In what 
mind, noble or ignoble, learned or illiterate, does it not find 
a residence ? What mind is not, in a greater or less degree, 
under the influence of political or religious prejudice ? Like 
the spider» it can fix its remdence, and live afiy or every- 
where. Let the mind- be as empty as the waHs of an unin- 
habited dungeon, or polished like the walls of a palace ; let 
it be informed or uninformed ; prejudice, if not disturbed,- wiU 
keep possession of it. But when the time arrives, at which 
a political revolution is to be accomplished in the state, or a 
religious in the church, prejudice, however obstinate, must- 
yield. The revolution which has taken place in France, in 
the political sentiments of the people, no less than the poKti.. 
cal state of the country, is, doubtless, in all its causes, con. 
comitants, and. effects, one of the most extraordinary in the 
annals of the world. Great, indeed, is the change in the pd-- 
- liticd sentiments of the French nation. Are they as much 
as ever dupes to political ignorance and error ? Are they as 
much as ever liable to the impositions of designing men and 
enterprising demagogues? Are they as much as ever apt 
tamely to submit to any tyrant or despot that may wish to 
enslave tibiem 1 Or is the mind swept of its former political 
cobwebs, and prepared for the reception of generous political 
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ideas ? Can they be suppose ever to return to their political 
ignorance and prejudices ? As soon may a scholar tot&lly 
forget his alphabet, or a wise man become an idiot. Can 
the mind, once duly informed, become uninformed, or unknow 
what it knows ? Apt, indeed, are vulgar minds to be daz- 
zled witii the splendor of courts. But oflen are the despotic 
actions, and enormous expenses of the latter, the means of 
undeceiving the former ; and the veil of ignorance, when once 
torn, can never be repaired, as ignorance is only the absence 
of knowledge. It is obvious, that thou^ a man may be 
l^ept ignorant, he cannot be made ignorant. 

" Let me, in a particular manner, inculcate on your mind 
one momentous truth. It is this — notwithstanding appear- 
I^Qcea to the contrary, there is not a description of men that 
more clearly see your danger, or more heartily despise your 
conduct, in the event of its proving unhappily despotic, than 
those very characters of the diplomatic, senatorial, and judi. 
cial departments, who now daily surround and flatter you. 
Interest obliges them to wish you to oppress the people, be. 
cause they expect then to enrich themselves at the expense 
of the public. In the event of your acting the basest part, 
self-interest would incline them to approve and eulogize your 
c(niduct. Sensible are they, that if you could see your dan- 
ger as they see it, your government might speedily come to 
an end, and they would lose their places and pensions. But 
well do they know, that if you infringe the privileges of the 
people, your head will not be out of danger ; but while you 
keep your head upon your shoulders, they wish to keep their 
lu(Mrative places, like the flatterers of Robespierre, and his 
premature and ignominious death -will prove the authenticity 
of my assertion. You certainly cannot have forgotten the 
tragical end of this sanguinary monster, that, for a time, ruled 
the French nation ; who received a thousand addresses and 
congratulations, filled with the most fulsome flattery, on his 
escaping a supposed plot for his assassination. And you 
cannot but remember what happened about one month afler. 
He was brought to the scaflbid ; and, for the very great ser- 
vice they had done to society, by extirpating such a monster 
from the earth, his executioners received upwards of fifteen 
hundred addresses of thanks from the people. .But to show, 
beyond a doubt, that the French nation know what their chief 
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magistrate, is, or ought to be, I will here transcribe that de- 
claration of the rights of man which was made the basis of 
the new constitution, and which, by order of the National 
Convention, was circulated throughout France, at the com- 
mencement of the Revolution. 



^DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF KAN AND OF CmZRNS, 

« By the National Assembly of France. 

<< * The representatives of the people of France, formed into 
a National Assembly, considering that ignorance, neglect, or 
contempt of human rights, are the sole <:auses of public mis- 
fortunes and corruptions of government, have resolved to set 
forth, in a solemn declaration, these natural, imprescriptifole, 
and unalienable rights : Thai this declaration, being con^antly 
present to the minds of the members of the body social, they 
may be ever kept attentive to their rights and their duties : 
that the acts of the legislature and exiecutive powers of gov- 
ernment, being capable of being every moment compared 
with the end of political institutions, may be more respected ; 
and also that the future claims of the citizens, being directed 
by simple and incontestable principles, may always tend to 
the maintenance of the constitution, and the general happiness^ 

*^ * For these reasons the National Assembly doth recognize 
and declare, in the presence of the Supreme Being, and with 
the hope of his blessing and favor, the following sacred rights 
of men and of citizens >— 

«<I. Men are born, and always continue, free and equal, 
in respect to their rights. Civil distinctions, therefore, can 
be founded only on public utility. 

" * II. The end of all political associations is the preserva* 
tion of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man ; and 
these rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance of 
oppression. 

« < The nation [people] is essentially the source of all sove- 
reignty ; Tior can any individual, or any body of men, be 
entitled to any authority which is not expressly derived 
from it. 

*' * IV. Political liberty consists in the power of doing 
whatever does not injure another. The exercise of the natu- 
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ml rights of everpman, has no other limits than those which 
are necessary to secure to erery other man the free exercise 
of the same rights ; and these limits ase determinaUe only 
by the law. 

^ '^V. The law Ought to prohibit only actions hurtful to 
society. What is not prohibited by the law, i^ould not be 
hinder^ ; nor should any one be compelled to that which the 
law does not require^ 

* ^ * VI. The law is an expression of the will of the commu- 
nis. All citizens have a right to concur^ eithiOT personally, 
or by their representatives in its formation. It should be tl^ 
same to all whether it protects or punishes ; and all being 
equal in its sight, afe equally eligible to all honors, places, 
and employments, accor£ng to their difiereat alnlities, with- 
out any otiier distinction than ^lat created by their virtues 
and talents. 

**< Vn. No man should be accused, arrested, or held in 
confinement, except in cases determined by the law, and 
according to the forms which it has prescribed. All who 
promote, solicit, execute, or cause to be executed, arbitrary 
orders, ought to be punished ; and every citizen called upon, 
or apprehended by virtue of the law, ou^ immeduitely to 
obey, and renders himself culpable by resistance. 

" * VIII. The law ought to impose no other penalties than 
such as are absolutely and evidently necessary ; and no one 
ought to be punished, but in virtue of a law prooMilgated be- 
fore the offence, and legally applied. 

** * IX. Every man being presumed innocent till he has 
been convicted, whenever his detention becomes indispensa* 
Ue, all rigour to him, more than is necessary to secure his 
person, ought to be provided against by the law* 

« * X. No man ought to be molested on account of his opin- 
ions, not even on account of his religious o|nnioBS, provided 
his avowal of them does not disturb the pubUe order estab- 
lished by law. 

**<XI. The unrestrained communication of thoughts and 
opinions, being one of the most precious rights of man, every 
citizen may speak, write, and publish freely^ provided he is 
responsible for the abuse of this liberty in cases determined 
by the law. ' 

*' < XIL A public ferce bemg necessary to ^ve security to 
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the righto of «« "d of dtiBBDa, that fo^cP « «*i^«J J» 
S tonefit of the communhy. and not for the beneEt of the 
Tk^raon* with whom it is entrusted. . 

•^^n! A common contribution being necessary for the 
sappoft of the public foiee, and for defraying the other ex- 
;^of geveSimeo*, it oo|^ ta bed vided f^^Y^^ 
Uie mewtora of the oonHmmity, according to th«r abJ»t»««- 

«^. Every citizen haa a right, either by lumaelf or tua 
^preeentadv., to a free joioe m ^*fr^^ ^T^ 
of puWic cortribution, the appropnatwo of them, and thew 
amount, mode of aaapaaeaeBt, and duration. , , ,, •». 

^iXV. Erery eemminity haa a right to demand of M ite 
unnlBt an acoount of dieir conduct. 

« ' XVI. Every community in -which a separation of pow- 
ew and B aecarity of rights ifl not provided for, wants a con. 

« » XVn. Tlw rirfit tofRjperty being inviolaWe and sacred, 
no one ought to be deprived of it, except in cases of evident 
paUic necesstoy, legaUy aseeriained, and on condition <tf a 
previous just indeouky.' 

. « Whether your fiituie offioal conduct *f ^«°f<«?P!f ^ « 

disappoint the Mpectations of the friends of Uberty. it « c«v 

tain that such a 'wvemmettt as is here recommended may 

exist, nay, has in feet existed, both in theory and practMO, 

for a number of years. That nations, populous, and mhawi. 

ing countries of great extent, may be, if they will, free and 

happy, here is an irrefragsAle proof. Here, m the United 

S»tos of America, are pMsons of all nations and of an lao. 

suasee, who brought Aeir prepossesrions and prejudices, pro, 

pensities and passions, with Aem ; who, notwithstanding, live 

in harmony and Aiendship. The difiwent departments of 

government are estabUdied and supported on principles <rf 

economy, ra&er than extravagance. H«e no provisioms 

made for a despot to live in magnificence and splendor, at 

the expense of the poor as well as the rich ; the mechanical, 

as well as themeicantile parts of society. Neidier our ex^- 

tive nor our legislative bodies have any occasion for guards, 

to protect them from an inforiated populace. Where such 

defence is necessary, it unavoidably occasions a suspicion that 

some fetal source of puUio discontent exists, from which the 
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tte eeaiity of it proeeecto. And unfaaf^y, iitfieed, is i&e maoy 
whether called a ocmuriI or a constable, who is obnoxious to 
the vengeance of a nation 'oh account o( his tyranny. The 
inimitabl|& general and patriotic statesman, George Wa^iing. 
ton, who liTeSy and wtfi forever live in #ie ' affection of the 
people of America^ amd to whom, under God, we are indebted 
for the independence, liberty, and prosperity we now enjoy, 
permit me to repeat die setitiment, what a nobia patterii 
FOB Yoxf to xmitatb ! After his example, consecrate your 
fame. Give to France her welKadjusted and rightly-organ- 
ized oonstifution ; a constitution which, adapted to the char, 
acter and local circumstances of the nation, shall estaUish 
their prosperity on the solid principles of liberty and good 
Older, lius once accomplished, her acquisitions will form 
the basis of substantial greatness ; but, if otherwise, they will 
fly away like the painted, but unsubstantial forms of a magic 
lantern. 

** b not France now, iir a particular manner, the ol:ject of 
the jealousy of &e otbor European powers t The states, at 
whose expense she has been aggrandized, will not be easily 
reconciled to ber, but will, witi^ impatience, watch the mo- 
ment of retaliation. Should France be cursed with a dis- 
tracted. government, or, which is worse still, a military or a 
hereditary despotism, which God forbid ! opportunity will not 
be wanting. The friends of France have considered the late 
revolution as the moet glorious epoch in its hiistory, and the 
most consoling presage of its future greatness. But remem- 
ber, air, its future happiness depends, in a great measiife, on 
your official conduct, particularly the rectitude of your heart, 
and the puri^ of your intentions. 

. << If your administration diall unhappily prove to be inconi. 
patible with the political principles which you and the French 
nation profoss, aqd repugnant to the charact^ of a just ruler, 
a good citizen, and an honest man ; if it shall eventually en- 
croach upon die natural rights of man, as man, particularly 
that most valuable of all rights and most sacred of all pro- 
perty, liberty of conscience, [and freedom of the press,] what 
must the necessary consequence be ? It will not only exhibit 
your political hypocrisy with a witness, and your syHematic 
villainy without disguise, but wixjl assuredly prove a pre- 
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AlaB ! how wofuUy has the Itbove pvedicticm, made thiity. 
five years ago, been fulfilled. May Louis Fliilipe and all 
monarchs take warning. 

It seems that king-hdden and prieet-nddeo people cannot 
be content without an idol to worship* Witness the aneient 
Israelites, when delivered from Egyptian bondage : yet they 
would have a golden calf to adore. And tke- French repub- 
lic, when emancipated from royal bondage, nothing would suit 
them but an imperial bull to bow before. Some will boldly 
ussert,^ that such ia their temperament and volatility, that they 
cannot live only under a military or hereditary despotism. If 
this is a fact, they are certainly inferior to the brute creation. 

The species of lions, tigers, bears, and crocodiles, have ho 
Neros, Caligulas, Dionysius's, or Robespierres among them ; 
and wherefore 1 because they listen to and- obey the Ulwb of 
nature. But man, with all his boasted knowledge, destroys 
his own happiness by disobeying the laws of nature, and forth- 
with manufactures a host of tyrants, who grievously oppress 
liim. And is it not a just reaction of Divine providence, for 
Ills base ingratitude in refusing to pay homage to Gbd, the 
author of all his mercies? Without any manner of doubt. 
The fact is, when men^ individually or collectively, in politi- 
cal or religious societies, turn their backs upon the God of 
nature, and .lend a deaf ear to the intellectual voice of ^e 
Spirit of truth, it is impossible to calculate to what excess 
they may run into all manner of religious and political ab- 
surdity ; r should rather have said, religious fanaticism and 
poliltcal intolerance. 

The ease with which the human mind may bo led from the 
source of its happiness to the source of its misery, I have 
viewed with ^stonifi^ment and grief. An association of bad 
politicians or religionists might metamorphose the children of 
the most independent people to slavish worshippers of the 
^ great mogul, or tiie grand lama. But what is the cause? 
They abuse the gift of God 1^ prostituting their reason smd 
common sense in the 4service of their mortal tyrants, to the 
neglect of their immortal Benefactor, and a curse attends the 
unnatural innovation. 

This must be a fact, let who will deny it. When a man 
reads in the book of creation this important text, << learn from 
my kindness to you M to be kind to one ano^r,"< and the 
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sune day vindicates -and defends the political and ecclesias. 
tical tyrants who degrade and torment their own species : is 
not the conduct of this man an insult to reason and cornrnoa 
sense ? and is not his own misery « just reaction for his hypo- > 
critical and tyrannical servility ? Yet, alas, what is called 
civilized and christianized society^ presents millions of such 
instances.. Indeed, so very corrupt are all ranks in- civilized 
as well as savage life^ that none but those who take their in- 
tellectual eyes from man, and place them upon the works and 
words of Gody and no longer listen to any syren voice, but 
rather to the voice oi the holy spirit, pan be able to distinguish 
between truth and erK>r. 

The people of France no doubt heard with admiration the, 
well known fact, that General Washington fought for his 
country in the field, and presided in the. cabinet for many 
y^ars ; and so. far from circumventing th^ mouth of labor, or 
enriching himself therewith, he would not receive any pecu. . 
niavy emolument for his important services. Yet the same 
people subsequently beheld, with a criminal apathy, General 
Bonaparte subvert, their republic, and purloin from the na-. 
tlonal purse more money for the splendid decoration of him- 
self, and his first and second wife, than would maintain the 
gpyemment of the United States twenty years; while, at the 
same tinxe^ many of his fellow-citizens, who were his equals 
in mental, and his superiors in moral excellence, were per- 
ishing for want of th^ necessaries of life. 

Nature encompassea mm with abundance, yet we see him 
die for want; and wherefore? because, as in the above in- 
stance, he acts in opposition, ^d not in subordination to the 
laws of nature r He, the oppressed, winks at the villainy of 
his oppressors, and of course becomes doubly guilty ; for ha 
who allaufs oppressipn shares tlie crime. If, therefore, an 
individual villain, or a government of them, rule any nation 
with despotic power, it is the people whasufiejr and who are 
to. blame, as: well x.s their oppressors. Yet view the most 
polished societies ; for, in my view, the more polished the 
more corrupt, they g^ierally are. See one part, the rich and 
powerful few, circumventing the poor and helpless many of 
even the necessaries of life. The first are cloyed with super- 
abundance, the last perish for want. 

Th^a^ polished nati(»is have visited many parts of the earth 
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which they did not oaltivate, bill few places bat what they 
polluted with the blood of their species. It wovdd certainJjr 
take a larger book than the Bible to contain a description of 
the extravagant pride and sensuality of one port of the popu* 
lation of Europe, and the degradation and starvation c^ tke 
other part. One part is exaltod above the state of man, Ike 
other is degraded below the stat6 of brutes. Hxus .the laws 
of nature are inverted, and a curse attends the invwsion ; for 
the rich, are cloyed with idimndance until they cannot enjdy 
it, while the poor are perishing for want of their portion of 
these- necessaries of life. Yet they all profess to be led, not 
by reason alone, but also by religion^ and the most piofbund 
erudition luid polite literature. But, alas! evory rehgioua 
and political association has a reason of its own. Many r^« 
gious societies have also a phraseology of their own, as well 
as a peculiarity of manners, customs^ and forms of religion, 
and apparel different from all others. Tel they aQ think their 
own fcom is the best. And this pride of opinion is the parent 
of bigotry, which fimnerty kindled the fires in which the mar- 
tyrs were consumed ; and to the present moment is a partii 
tion wall to separate the members of the same fiimily, who 
were ordained by nature to live in the moi^ perfect wMu, 
reciprocal friendship, and social int^course. Yet diey aD, 
and each of them, vnll say they can give you reascHi^ and also 
scripture, chapter and verse, for (heir diversified forms and 
ceremooieS) tiiough oflen as difierent from each other as light 
is from darkness. When the Source bf Truth appeal 
among the Jews, and preached his celestial gospel, the scribes 
and Pharisees professed the highest degree of religion, and 
could, DO doubt, produce what they called reason and revela. 
tion in support of it ; yet their cruel mtdice and malicidus 
cruelty, which t^rminat^d in the crucifixion of our dear and 
merciful Redeemer, clearly demonstrated then what kind of 
religion they possessed ; Ihe same as the roasting a hereCie 
alive with a slow fire, by the officers of the inquisition, now 
clearly shows what kind of religion they profess. But though 
the Catholics still support the inquisition, is religious perseeu*. 
tion confined to them? By no means. In every sect there 
are proud and tyrannical dictators, who have martyred their 
thousands in the name of God and r^igion ; and as th^ grow 
rich and powerful, they become more proud and intolerant. 
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ia an exact ratio. And it is as difiicult to disperse the dlouds 
of ignorance and error from their minds as it was from the 
minds of the ancient Jews, who lived and died the victims of 
a: fatal delucaooy crying, ** Peace, peace," when swift destruc- 
tion was coming upon them. Witness the sack of Jerusalem, 
by Titus, forty years alter the death of Christ. 

The French revolution, with the concomitant circumstances 
attending it,. was certainly a great phenomenon, especially in 
the political worlds When we reflect upon the declaratory 
esrordium which prefaces the declaration of the rights of men 
and citizens,' promulgated hy the National Assembly of France ; 
when we reflect on the subject matter of that declaration, and 
the majestic appearance of a nation opening its commission 
under the auspices of heaven ; shaking off its shackles, dis- 
c$urding its local prejudices and sentimental prepossessions, 
and resolving to be firee^ we are struck with amazement; 
particularly when we keep in mind the prostituted state of 
politics in Elurope at that time. When we take a retrospec- 
five view of the thousands, nay millions, who were sacri^ced 
to accelerate and consolidate the organization of the French 
republic^ we are not surprized ; fi>r the instant we inquire the 
reason why so many persons were slaughtered at the revolu- 
tion, we find an answer by taking a view of the degraded 
slate of millions in Christiamzed countries, known by the 
appellation of the ignorant mob or swinish mukitude. They 
arise as the natural consequencea of despotism, and are the 
fruits of legal barbarity. In all arbitrary governments, in 
order to exalt some men, many are debased, till the whole is 
out of nature. 

While the artificial nobleman is consuming thousands Ster- 
ling out of the public taxes to maintain his superiority, his 
domestics and his concubines are magnifiiaently dressed, his 
horses and his hounds are luxuriantly fed, a great extent of 
land is appropriated, as a park; for him to bunt in, while the 
annual production of grain is not equal to the national con^ 
sumption. Finally^ he. spends his life in affluence, luxury, 
a|id dissipation ; but cannot enjoy even what he possesses, as 
abundance doys while mediocrity satisfies. The nobleman 
by nature has to cultivate an acre or two of his land, for which 
he pays an extravagant rent, labors incessantly, lives poorly, 
and is insulted daily ; his taxes high, his tythes higher, atid 
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the imperiouii io&e of his BoUe loord highest* H» d^ven 
«re raised in degcadatioiH without infbifac^en, or any pros- 
pect but vasaidage with c^mtamiAittioii* For, as the poor, 
though QoUe man, has to pay taxes even for bis l^ead and 
salt, as well as efecy other commodky, and pay tidies for all 
he possesses, however little, he ean* scaareeiy fiwd, nmtsh less 
educate his offspring, wilh all his industiy. They ne^ con- 
sequently, reduced below die state c€ savages, for ^y have 
hut few wants, which nature supplies ; butthe poor^ igndraiit, 
untaught, vulgar multitude have many wants, and no flfieans 
to supply theoi but by robbery or rebeHion. Hence so many, 
not of the rich, but of the poor, aie daily executed ; and hence, 
in revolutions, these poor unhappy persons are as fiirioa# as 
bears robbed of their cubs. In short, the evils and miserieB 
attending despotism and aristocracy are so many and vsriowi, 
that it would take vokunes to contain* tiiem. I am astonished 
out of measure when I see people^ and poor people tdo, m 
America, attempting to vindicate the rights of those right 
honoraUe and right reverend tyrants to-oppress their fellow, 
men, and grind the face of the poor* i thhik, at times, they 
deserve to feel the iron hand of deiqiotism dtemselves; ^Iten 
they would know better* When I coateniplate the natural 
di|pHty of man, who was made in tiie image of Gk>d, and at 
the same time view a vast mass of thetn degfaAogly thrown 
back in the human picture to bring forward, wUh greater 
glare, the state and magnificeace of a set of the most dissi^ 
pated, unjust, and ungenerous mortals, I can scarcely avoid 
being irritated at these impostocs, and disgusted at those^ who 
suffer themselves to be thus imposed on. This inequality is 
not confined to politics. ReligkMi also is made a pack-horse 
for tyrants to ride to hell upon, smd a cloak to hide the ecde*. 
siastical o]>pr0ssoi;'s cloven foot, with whidi he tramples Upon 
the superstitions crowd, who wordnp, and even kiss the foot 
that spurns them* Many horrible instances might be given 
of this : one must suffice. A nomind religious man, catted 
im archbish<^, in Christianized countries, is allowed a salary 
of forty thousand pounds per annum, to preach the gospel of 
the self^denywg lUdeemer. He will perhaps officiate twice 
a year, his curate two hundred times, who is a real r^ligioYis 
man ; yet he is only allowed forty pounds per yearto sup* 
port a large family of children upon. This plain matter ii 
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fitct CBiHiotvbe eontradicted. For this, and a vmriety of other 
leasoQfly the igiuMrBiit multitude are fUricNtf^ and not to be re- 
fltrained at the commeneeraeiit of a revolution, and are rather 
the .followers of the camp than the standard of liberty ; and 
they are to be pitied rather than to be teproaehed. All the 
sins resvdting fipom lev^dntions or rebelliotis lie at the doors 
.of opiwettKOSy who are the , primary cause of them. If we 
kok back on the riots, tumoks, and rebellions in the goverU' 
mefits of Ettropoy we will see that despotism was the radical 
oftuse of them all« Taxation, however disgnised in the mecms, 
^ways appears in the effect. As a great part of the com- 
munity are reduced ifaMstfeby to penury and want, they are 
consequently always <m the brink of commotion. Ignorant 
and depraved a)» they unhappily are, without any prospect 
but wretehednefls before them, and without any information, 
or the means to gain any, iart^r than to know and foel that 
tiieir oppressors and tyrants are exalted and exalting them- 
selves at their expense, cmisequently ^y are easily heated 
to outrage, and are as easily executed by their enemies when 
heated. The one-thoiisandth part of the money expended, to 
aggraiidize and support despotism, is more Uian sufllcient to 
educate all the poor orphans, and si^port comfortably all the 
9uperanmiated poor in a nation, and these who are the most 
helpless and the greatest sofTerms. The one-third of the civil 
Mat i>f the metamoq>hosed emperor Napi^eon, was dufficient 
to provide ^omforti^>ly for every poor person in Paris ;' atid 
the same might be said of otiier countries. There is no ruler, 
Jio matter what his title is, for diey are nothitig but nicknames 
at the best, earns more than twenty-five thousand dollars an- 
nually, which is the. salary of our president, who I conceive 
to be a more useful, ingenuous, diisinterested, and better in. 
formed ruler than any other in the worid. [This was written 
in the time ef Mr. Jeffenwrn.] While I feel the most impla- 
caUe indignation and disgust at die despot who robs his coun- 
try and feUow-raen of their dearest rights and natural privi- 
leges, I can scarcely avoid almost idolizing the patriot who, 
regardless of the solicitations of ambition, who, deaf to the 
calls of interested motives, who, dead to the fascinating lovo 
of popularity, and the excitements of power and opportunity 
to aggrandize himself, walks in the paths of political rectitude 
and republican consistency, and who, with a philosophical 
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patience scarcely to be equalled and never exceeded, in an- 
cient or modern times, treats with silent contempt the aeett. 
roulated calumnies of the votaries of aristocraey and despdt* 
ism. lodeedy I do not know which to admire most, the 
political or the philosophical rectitude of Mr. Jeffidrson. 
With respect to the first, I would compare him to a Cin<»B. 
natus; and to the second, to thelioo, looking back with 
sovereign contempt on the braying of the stupid ass mentioned 
ia the fable. This every one must acknowlsdge that fdkms 
patriotic actions to speak louder than hypoczilical pretensions. 
It is barbarously wicked for any individual to accept, or 
any government to appropriate m&lkms for the. Boppcitt of 
rulers, when thousands would be more than enough. The 
iniquity of such injustice is greatly enhanced when we reflect 
that the poor, with all their wants tq^on them, are compelled 
to aggrandiase despots, who oppto» and keep them as igno- 
rant as they are wretched, and thus they areibreed to take 
the bread out of their children's mouths, to help to make up 
the enormous salaries of their t3nraats. Hence, the hearts of 
the humane are shocked daily, in Christian countries^ witii 
the sight of thousands of half starved and naked children, and 
beggars bending with^age, while the poor^uses are crowded 
with miserable objects, and the jails with the fruits of l^ajal 
barbarity. Widows, with their weeing infants, are carted 
away on the death of their luuduHids, add imprisoned in alms. 
Iiouses to work for the public, while tiieir support is «eanty 
indeed. All these evils might be remedied if a fimd was 
established in each large metropolis ; and every right honor- 
able pensioner on government, even the sovereigns them. 
selves, would deposit part of their millions in each fund. 
Earls, dukes, and lords, by appropriating a part of their enor* 
mous salaries and pensions for this honorable and noble pur. 
pose, would solace many a virtuous and honest heart, dry up 
the tears of many a melting eye, and mako thousands of 
widows and millions of half starved and naked orphans dance 
for joy. The miserable haunts of the poor would then be 
kno\Kn, because it would be their advantage to make their 
case known, whereas now they keep it a secret, lest they be 
carted to the work-house. Petit larceny, the offspring of 
poverty, would then be greatly lessened, as well as highway 
robberies and murders, with their concomitant executions. 
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Siwh a i^ftii might easily be put in (»aetioo without any 
•mbarrasmient whatever. The relief and edacation of mii- 
liona would be eiieeted merely by devoting a part of the pub- 
lic taxes, Amds, and lands to oommon schools. 
• We iHi) brie% notice the greatest of all phenomenons, the 
coronation of Bonaparte, who, though equal to Robespierre in 
eiuelty, is far superior to him in guile and fascinating sophis. 
tryt wMch this unexpected event abundantly proves, and 
which I ooMsidcnr as the most consummate piece of villainy 
ever acted on the theatre of the universe. This occurrence 
proves that religions, as well as politicat apostacy, has become 
of late familiar, not only to the demagoeues, but many of the 
citizsens of Prance and potentates of Surope. The people 
of Firance^ alter many invincible struggles, at.last burst their 
manades asunder, assei^ted their native r^ts and unaliena- 
ble privileges, fonned, dr endeavored taibtm, a fepresentative 
government, imd a constitution upon principles of civil liber, 
ty ; but for the want of sfalMity, precaution, watchfulness, 
and public virtue, they have> fh>m time to time, become the 
dupes of restless, ambitious, and enterprising adventurers,' 
who, in conjunction with ruffians delighting in disorder and 
innovation, endeavored to accelerate contention and produce 
anarchy, that they tnight thereby have an opportunity to 
mount the chariot of conknotion, and, seizing the loosened 
Teins, wield the scoui^ of civil war, to ride upon the storm, 
and enslave the people. The reasons thatmankind are so 
wretchedly fooled^ and robbed, of their dearest rights and 
privileges, are, first, they are not sufficiently jealous of those 
they entrust with power ; and, second, it is difficult for a na- 
tion, habituated for centuries to slavery, ignorance, and degra- 
dation, to be taught in the school of civil liberty, and to 
becoihe preficients in practical as well as theoreticed repub- 
licanism. 

Notwithstanding this difficulty, were it not for interested 
demagoguesr and ambitious despots^ nations, who once anti- 
cipated the sweets of liberty, would not easily forego its para- 
mount blesshigs. To say, as do many of the advocates of 
des()iotism, that mankind are not capable of enjoying the super. 
excellent blessing of rational freedom, is an infamous calumny, 
an impudent falsehood, an insult to the human, family ; it is, 
in short, degrading them far below the brute creation, for that 
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inw3y bnites do enjoy their liberty, and yet are not injniionn 
to civil society, is a stubborn fact. By saying that men axe 
not fit for freedom, is to make chains* stripes, insuks, starva- 
tion, and degradation their choice, the doDaineering frowns 
and imperious commands of tyrants their d^gbt, and peace, 
plenty, domestic happiness^ and national freedom at homey 
and respect abroad, the objects of their detestation ; but, as 
f$icts are superior to reasooing,''the instance of America pre- 
sents itself to give the lie to £ese infamous calumfiies* 

The executive conduct of the Freodi usurps exhiUted his 
political hypocrisy with a witness, and his systematic viUainy 
without disguise. Not content with becoming a first consul^ 
under the pretence of acting for the benefit of the citizens of 
France ; still professing to be a friend to the people and a 
firm votary of republicanism, he affected diange after diaoge, 

BUT FIB8T OBOANISSD A STANDIlfG ABMY, WITHOUT WHIGK 
HE- NEVBB COULD HAVE ENSLAVBP TBB WOVhB OF FBANCB^ 

but would, long ere now, have met the premature .£ftte of 
Robespierre. From a first consul,' he has, with long and hasty 
strides, attained emperorship, with ejl the hypocritic solemnity 
and magnificence of royalty. Thus, the people who spilt 
rivers of human blood to establish a representative govern- 
ment, and to transmit this blessing to their children, for the 
want of prudent jealousy and watchfulness, have been forced 
to aggrandize the monster that has robbed them of millions 
of lives and billions of treasure ; nay, to spend thirty millions 
of dollars, exacted from the mouth of labor, to mount htm on 
the throne of the decapitated Louis XVI, whose crown is 
placed on the head of this wandering adventurer. This is 
the eiSect of entrusting any man, or set of men, with power : 
then let America behold, take warning, and shiin the snare» 
the fatal rock on which the republicanism of France has been 
shipwrecked. See the country's freedom destroyed, thou- 
sands reduced to beggary, evea in Paris, to exfUt a legion of 
honor, or rather a legion of despots, rolling in luxury at the 
expense of the public ; while weeping liberty is totally ban- 
ished, to make place fbr the most dreadfully formidable mili- 
tary, ecclesiastical, and hereditary, despotism that ever terri- 
fied, degraded) and tormented the human family* This is 
Bonaparte, that was so affected at his coronation with tender 
amotions, (or, rather, pretended to be so,) that he eoyld 



CifAltACTEtt OF* NAPOLEON. 179 

seaveely refhun-from shedding tears of keen sensibility wh^n 
tskiog the imperial oath to defend the liberties of ^e people, 
and could only express it in broken monosyllables. This 
brings to mind the impolitic and imprudent conduct of the 
Boveteiga pondfi> who attended his coronation. In particu. 
luri^ing a few spontaneous thoughts on this unparalleled event 
and unprecedented crisis, I do not by any means wish, much 
less intend, to give umbrage to a certain sect of people whom 
I respect, as well as aU other denominations, as all their titles 
and appellations are synonymous with me. Virtue I admire 
and revere, wherever or in whomsoever I can see it flourish. 
But I will prove, from the principles and tenets of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which I ought to know, being educated and 
brought up in that persuasion, the prefixed animadversion. 
I will first allow, as candor oUiges me so to do, that his hoti- 
' ness was instigated more by fear than love, more by constraint 
ihan defflre, to leave the papal territories and take a long and 
tedious journey, at an advanced stage of life, to crown a man 
that he could not avoid knowing was a h3rpocrite, a raur- 
dexer, a robber, -and a Mahometan ; but I must at the same 
time aflBrm, that it was his bounden duty, as heaven^s repre. 
tentative on earth, to sacrifice his life sooner than his virtue. 
Thus he would have honored, whereas he has eternally de. 
graded, the religion he professed to be the defender of; and 
its author, vriiose viceroy he professes to be. Can it be sup. 
posed that the meek and lowly Redeemer, who says, "He 
who loses his life for my sake shall find it, and he who keeps 
my commandments is my friend," can look with complacency 
on the meanest of his children who would willingly support, 
assist, and ^icourage an individual robber, or a gang of them ? 
How must he, therefore, lo<^ upon the man who is exhibited 
as infallible-HSupreme in holiness and in power, the teacher 
of virtue, the father of devotion ; and who, by profession, is 
the friend of God. With what disapprobation must he behold 
him prostituting the sacredness of his holy character, exalted 
itotion, and sovereign title, in sacrilegiously depositing an 
imperial cibMm on the head of a ccmqueror, whose hands are 
yet reeking, red with the innocent blood of thousands, mur- 
dered in cool blood, and millions slaughtered in his anger : 
who waded through seas of human bl^ to imperial honor, 
regardless of th^ widow's and the orphaa's cries, whose rela- 
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tiv«s di^ in tbe cause of liberty. His aoriiitioD aiattdit 
univerwl dominioo ; U« co^>llation, the wosmxugemuA ud 
patronage which the aevereign pontiff gave him, in applying 
to hira the epithet of '' Our beloved eon ia Jeaue Chiiit^ Na* 
poleoo." Thia, with a 4»talagye of ahauxditiea too tedious 
to mention, will have ene glorious tendency at any ratoi 
liamely : to convince beth friendi anS ibea, who are not wil- 
fully ignorant and supcnititioualy blind, the uioooflaateney, in. 
sufficiency, futility, ioA abmrdity of papery and mooatohy. 
Though I do not pretend to prophesy, yet I mnet affinD,that 
the conduct of his hoUaess the pope, in the instances here 
adduced, gives tlie deatbJblow to his infallihiiity ; is a pre* 
limiaary to the annihilation of his ecelesiastiGal sovesaignty ; 
ia a sign of approaohtng veformfttiott amongst a lajrge poition 
of mankind, and seema to be a literal JHifihwemt of the pro- 
phecy of Dsiiiel : *< Andanns shall stand on his part, and 
ah»ii polhite ihe saaotaary of strength, and they shall f4sce 
the abomination which maketh desolate."-— ite. zi, 81. 
Any person who has perused an aooeunt of the corona tion ' 
the i^>parent sc^mnity and levMrential awe thai was display- 
ed, the seeming religious ceremoniids, the hypocritioal pre- 
tences of the seTf>oreated emperor, and, above all, the pvesence 
and approbation of the head of the <^atholic Church, nrast be 
convinced that this event is exceedingly portentous and event- 
ful.' Little does his imperial majesty, Napoleon I, and his 
holiness, pope Pius Vli, tfaiidc, that like the Jews who cnici- 
fied the Son of God, they are fulfilling some <^ the most im- 
portant and interesting propheeies of the Old and New Tes- 
taments. But I must for^o theological animadversions ia 
this place, as the frienda of despotism, who love to see con- 
tentions about religion, and to keep people ignorant of their 
natural rights, would be glad to have it in their power to stig- 
matize my arguments with the epithet of ^^fanadeism.^* 
They are wUiing we should look this way, that way, or any 
way but the right way. They are dso willing we shoved 
discuss any subject but the simpttcity of civil govemmeHt» 
which they exhibit as some very mysterious phenomenoii, 
although it is the most simple thing in nature, viz, ^ a national 
association, acting on the principles of society ;" and though 
the retigion of Christ is stUl more simple, namely, pure love 
to God and man, they exhibit it as something very wonderful. 
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fflled with mjsleriefl end ceremonies, with which the volgar 
muititttde ahouki not by any means meddle. 

Pasfliog by Ihe impolicy of the pope's conduct, as a dele* 
terioua precedent la other enterprizing demagogues, and the 
impiety of it as a fatal wound to the cross of Christ and tl^ 
holiness which the gospel inculcates, I will prove to a demon* 
stration, firom the canon kws of the Catholic Church, the 
soKdity and authenticity of my arguments. Bonaparte was 
an acknowledged, deist in Robespierre's reign ; a Turk, or 
rather a Mahometan, by avowed profession, in Egypt; a 
great republican when he mounted his consdlar throne, and 
an aristocrat when he assumed his imperial robes. I say this 
same Bonaparte was, to all intents and purposes, excommu. 
nicated from the Catholic Church, of which he was previously 
a member. He did not make any recantation, get absolution, 
or perform public penance fi>r his accumulated crimes and 
hypocritical apostacy, in his desertion from Christ to Mahomet 
in 1798 ; consequently he is no more a member of the Romish 
church than I am, or rather than the Grand Seignior is. 
Wherefore it would be more consistent with reason, revela- 
tion, and common sense, for the pope to consecrate- tme of 
Mahomet's priests a Christian potentate, than Bonaparte; 
for the one, although a heathen, might not be a hypocrite, 
nor be one day a Christian, and the next an infidel or a hea« 
then, according as it answered his interested purposes. In 
short, whether I view the coronation, and the circumstances 
attending it, behind or before, sideways or any way, I must 
come to this conclusion : that it is a prodigy, especially in 
the political world, that never had a precedent, and perhaps 
may never have a parallel. 

It sdiould always be remembered, that in all my declama- 
tory writings and anonadversions, I endeavor to lash the vices 
and spare the persons of men, who are the objects of reproof. 
Yet it is utterly impossible to expose viUainy and tyranny 
without designating the perpetrators, or to reprove the one 
while I exculpate the other, as there would be as much ab- 
surdity in so doing as if I was to reprove the pistol the duel- 
ist used to shoot his antagonist with, while I suffered the cul- 
prit to ga unimpeached and unreproved. Though I seem to 
use asperity of language in execrating the votaries of slavery 
and despotism, the Omniscient is my witness that I am by 

16 



182 BEAITTIES. OF PBILANTilROFY. 

DO means actuated by peraooal rancor or amnony. It is 
with regret, and not with exultation, that I exhibit to popa- 
lar execration the tyranny of filave-dealers aiid degpota; and 
while I am reprobating their vices, I feel (God knows) a dis- 
position to do them the most essential services with alacrity 
and delight. I well know that by nature I am no better than 
they ; we are all men. With respect to Bonaparte in par- 
ticular, perhaps he is a better man than I would be if I was 
in his situation. Indeed, I felt the most enthusiastic regard 
for him when I considered him to be a friend to the liberties 
of the people of France, and the votary of republicanism, and 
I strive to hope that he was not a p<^itical hypocrite when he 
fought the battles of the French republic ; and, wbi^ encour- 
ages me thus to hope, is the case of Hazael, who proved to 
be the scourge and oppressor of the Israelites. When the 
prophet informed him^ while a private man, unconfaminated 
by royalty and consequent ambition and pride, what he would 
be guilty of in following years, disgusted and petrified with 
horror at the anticipation of such cruel deeds, he answers, 
** is ihiy servant a dog^ that he toould do thu great thing.^* 
Bqt, alas I when he was clothed with royal prerogative, he 
could calmly and unconcernedly commit the cruel deeds he 
trembled to anticipate before. It gives me pleasure to have 
it in my power to say any thing favorable of him ; under this 
impression [ would refer the reader to his letter to the. king 
of Prussia. It is generous and just, and does more honor to 
the heart and the head, as well as the name of the writer, 
than any of his conquests. 

When we remember the unspeakable light, liberty, bene- 
fits, and blessings, temporal and spiritual, with which the peo- 
pie of America have been crowned, and at the same time 
view the base returns we have made to the God of all our 
mercies, by oppressing his other creatures, must we not ex- 
pect that he will visit our ingratitude with a vengeance ? And 
when this eventful period has fully come, it may be ascer- 
tained by the American population's viewing with indifler- 
ence the most prominent rocks on which the republics, of 
antiquity have all been shipwrecked, particularly standing 
armies ; the power of the executive of the general govern- 
ment ; war, slavery, and a general depravation of national 
honesty. When these harbingers of our downfall appeal*, and 
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are viewed widi indiiierence by the people, we may expect a 
dissolution of the Union to follow ; the transformation of the 
separated states to independent monarchies ; and, of course, 
endless civil wars will no doubt be the concomitant. One 
thing defective in the Coostitution of the United States will, 
I believe, be productive of the most fatal consequences at 
some future period ; and that is, the patronage of our exe« 
cutive. Every intelligent politician is well convinced,. that 
where any man, whether called a pre&ddeht or potentate, coa- 
sul or king, is entrusted with too much power and privilege, 
corruption naturally generates around him. The chief ma- 
gistracy of the United States is such a situation. The offices 
of honor, profit, and trust in this gift are too many, with his 
power as commander-in^hief of the American ariny. Al- 
though our present president be a patriot, yet I would not 
trust even a patriot with unnecessary power, nor would he 
wish it, because ^ strong temptations with the best prevail." 
Suppose an ambitious man, like Bonaparte, or an artful, en- 
terprizing man, like Aaron Burr, and the said army to be 
augmented to two hundred thousand regulars, attached to 
their chief: Would the liberties of the people be in no danger 
in sueh an event? '* But," says one, << at the next preaden- 
tial election, if he is an ambitious man, we will cashier him." 
But shall we have this opportunity? Remember Cfeesar, 
Cromwell, and Bonaparte, and be wise. In four years, espe- 
cially in time of war or anarchy, an ambitious man may have 
many opportunities to subvert the liberties of the republic. 

Who, that has a drop of benevolent blood flowing through 
his veins, can behold with indifierence, or without regret, the 
present wretched state of this wretched world ? and all through 
the neglect, servility, stupidity, and imbecility of the people, 
and the cruelty and usurpation of their super-inhuman kings. 
What but the most unaccountable infatuation, or criminal in- 
attention on th6 part of a populous nation, could enable one 
man (and that man a knave or a fool, and perhaps both) to 
enslave, to oppress, to destroy them, by war abroad or priva- 
tion at home? Alas! how sad a sight is an anriy of two 
hundred and fifty thousand conscripts, violently forced fiK>m 
their Weeping relatives at the nod of an imperial villain, and 
commcmded to march, contrary to their interests and inclina- 
tions, to a foreign cljme^ to kill and be killed by those who 
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never ii^ared them ; wretches as miserable as themselves. 
The catastrophe is too tragical for the eye of humanity to 
behold, or the ear of philaxithropy to hear. Cities, towns, 
villages, and hamlets in flames, while their miserable inhab- 
itants perish with cold and hunger ; and the troops which 
were tiie cause of all this devastation are, with their warlike 
steeds, riaughtered by tens of thousands, and prematurdy 
perish on a foreign land, and sprinkle the snow.white fields 
with human blood. All this is but a faint glimpse of the hor- 
rors of monarchy and ecclesiastical power, which are the 
illegitimate aSspriag of indolence and baseness in the people, 
who patiently suffer themselves to be enslaved by a fellow, 
worm, as weak and more wicked than themselves. 

Those who reidly believe the Scriptures, as I do, would 
read it with trembling, if they siiw what I now see with my 
mental eyes, and once saw or had an opportunity to see widh 
my bodily eyes, in many nations, kingdoms, cities, towns and 
states, in different parts of the wcHrld, among the Rusnans; 
Prussians, Danes, Swedes, Dutch, French, Spaniards, En- 
glish, South American, Norwegians, &c. In all these places, 
particularly in Europe, I solemnly declare, with pain and 
regret, to the best of my candid and impartial opinion, the 
whole system of civilization was, and I fear is, one mighty, 
monstrous, deleterious chaos of systematic swindling, legal 
chicanery, popular peculation, political monopoly, royal tyran- 
ny, right honorable knavery, and right reverend imposition, 
from miniature to magnitude; from the monarch with his 
sceptre, to the constable with his mace ; from the boasting 
banker, to the peddling pawn-faroker ; and I am sorry to see, 
and say we are rapidly approximating to the same state of 
political, religious, and moral corruption. Among the causes 
are ardent spirits and chartered monopolies. 

The national authorities receive from all ihiporters and 
manufacturers of alcdiol a tax, or, if you please, duties, at a 
certain rate per cent, ad valorem. Let the temperance socie- 
ties simultaneously petition the national legi^ture to raise 
those duties so that ardent spirits may be rendered a medi- 
cine, as it used to be. They will thus accomplish, in the 
short run, by an eaiightening and overwhelming petition, what 
I fear they never will accomplish in the long run^ by indi- 
vidual persuasion. 
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The Natioi^al, and State Legislalares, by raisiag the duties 
on ardent spirits to ten dollars a gallon, (thus making it a 
medicine a»it used to be, and not a deadly poison to about 
forty-five thousand people in this country every year, as it 
now is,) would save multitudes frc»n degradation here, apd 
destruction hereckfter. To contrast the present and antecedent 
state of society in this country, in the words of my kind 
patron, the great Dr» Rush ; 

" Some of you may remember the time, and our fathers 
have told those of us who do not, when the diseases of Penn- 
sylvania were as few and as simple as those of the Indians. 
The food of the inhabitants was then ample ; their only drink 
was water ; their appetites were restrained by labor ; private 
hospitality supplied the want of public hospitels, &c." 

^ [The Medicdl remedy for Intemperance, used by Dr. Loi- 
seau of New Orleans and J)r. Chambers of New York, was in 
substance as follows : To a mixture <^ Ipecacuanha and asa* 
feetida, add two or three grains of tartar emetic : take a por- 
tion of this compound in a glass of the favorite liquor every 
morning for a week. This remedy by exciting a nauseous 
association, proved efficacious in many cases jTor a time ; but 
the most important point is to mitigate the intolerable habit- 
ual craving for drink, by substituting the milder kinds of 
beverage, as pure water, lemonade, water mixed with molasses 
and ginger, or, with molasses and vinegar (called switchel,) 
coffee, tea, fruit, d^, and in no ci^ stronger drinks than 
Older, mild beer, or light wine."] New York papers. 

Another evil which has a direct tendency to undermine the 
foundation of our happy form of government, and which in 
fact, was one great cause of the premature annihilation of 
other i^publics, is A Monied Abistogbacy. This is increased 
by the banking system being pushed to an extreme, and the 
unnecessary and impolitic multiplication of banks in this free 
country : because overgrown wealth is power, and materially- 
produces undue influence, political prostitution, moral cor- 
ruption and systematic swindling. 

Every bank issues, say double, or perhaps treble of the 
amount of its stock paid in. Bankers are consequently and 
constantly enriched^ and the industrious, ingenious, enterpris- 
ing community greatly impoverished thereby ; the profit and 
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kMB is rectpvocated iBvanelyy i. e. wkat the first ^ains the 
other loses. 

Were the legislators and bankers to obey the Miiormng 
lesson^ written by the finger of God, our ^rious Creator 
and Redeemer, in the boSk of creation, which is o|)en to 
deiDonstrate his paternal care and beneficence, his sovereign 
beauty and perfections, as well as his infinite power and wis- 
dom, " Learn firran niy kindness to you all, to be kind to oAe 
another," and had all bankers and r^ublican Ic^slators 
learned and practised that one simple, obvious lesson for the 
last forty years, our population would be no^ increased to 
twenty.four millions, rapidly approaching toward the Paci* 
fie Ocean, not a slave in our paradisical Republic, atid miK 
lions who are now in slavery in Europe would be 'free, happy 
and independent in this boasted **Land of the'freeycmd 
home of the brave J^ To efiect a radical reform, the net profits 
of all the banks ^oaldbe paid into tiie sttite treasuries. 
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THE RIGHTS OF MAN. 



<< Dlaa in a state of sioHilioitjr, anoorrapted by the influence 
of bad education, bad examples, and bad goverament, po«- 
flieasie^ capacity for all tbat is good and l^autifuL He is 
capable of a degree of moral and intellectoal improvemefity 
which advances his nature to a participation with the divine. 
The world in all its magnificence, appears to him one vast 
theatre, richly adorned and illuminated, into which he is 
freely admitted to enjoy the glorious spectacle. Acknow- 
ledgmg no natural superior, Iwt the gieat architect of the 
whdie fabric, he partakes the ddight with consdous dignity, 
and glows with gratitude. Pleased with himself and all 
around him, his heart dilates with benevolence, a^ well as 
piety ; and he finds his yyys augmented by communication. 
EUs countenance cheerful, his mien erect, he rejoices in ex- 
istence. Life is a continual feast to him, highly seasoned by 
Tirtue, by liberty and mutual afibction. CM formed him to 
be happy and he becomes so, thus fortunately unmolested by 
fidse policy, and oppression. Religion, reason, nature, are 
his guides through the whole of his existence, and the whole 
is happy. Virtuovs nmsPBNOKiYOB, the sun, which irradi* 
ates tiie morning of his day, warms its noon, tinges the serene 
evening with every beautiful variety of cpknr, and on the 
pillow of reUgiOus hope, he sinks to repose in the bosom of 
Providence. 

But where is man to be found, thus noble, thus innobent, 
thus happy ? Wherever the rights of nature, and the virtues 
of simplicity are not violated or banished by the false refine* 
ments, the base artifices of corrupted government. 

Unhappily for man, society has been almost universally 
corrupted, even by the arts intended for its improvement ; 
and human nature is gradually depraved in its very prepress 
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to civiliaation. Metamorphosed l^ the tampering of unskilful 
or dishonest politicians, and the craft of interested priests, 
co-operating with politicians, man at present appears, in 
many countries, a diminutive and distorted animal, compared 
with what he was in his primeval state. He has hecome 
the dwarf and the cripple of courts and cities, instead of the 
well-formed, beautiful creature, who once bounded in the 
glory of heaith and strength, over the forest and* the moun- 
tain,' glowing with the warmth of virtue, and breathing the 
spirit of independence. 

^Various are the causes which contribute to the factitious > 
depravity of man. Defective and erroneous education cor- 
rupts him ; the prevalent examples of a degenerate commu- 
nity corrupt him ; but bad government corrupts him more 
dian all other caustes combined. The grand adversary of 
human virtue and happiness is desvotish^ Look over the 
surface of the whole earth, and behold man, the glory and 
d^mted lord of the creation, withering. under the influence 
of despotism, like the plant of temperate chmes scorched by 
the sun of a kvrrid zone. The leaf is sickly, the blossom 
dares not expand its beauty, and no fruit arrives at its just 
size and maturity. 

*< Turkey, Italy, Egypt ! how changed from what ye were 
when inhabited by ancient Greeks, Romans, Egyptians! 
Nature, indeed, still smiles upon them with unaltered favor. 
The blue mantle of the skies is still spread over them in all 
its luminous magnificence. There is no reason to suppose 
the earth less fertile. The corn laughs in the valleys* The 
tree aspires to Heaven with all its original verdure and ma- 
jesty. But MAN decays; withered, shrunk, enervated; a 
form without spirit, an animal less happy than the beasts of 
the field, and more ignoble, inasmuch as degeneracy is baser 
than native, wiginal, created inferiority. Fallen with the 
columnar ruins of better times, over which, in these coun- 
tries,~he often tramples, man himself appears little better than 
a ruin, displaying all the deformity of the mouldering pile, - 
with scarcely any vestige of its former magnificence. 

<* Government (so called) has counteracted the beneficence 
of nature^ The mbn are fallen ; while the human figured, 
with their internal and external organization, continue yet, in 
a great measure, the same. They are inactive and pusillan- 
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imoua. They aspire at no extraoidiiiaiy excelleace or achieve^ 
ments, but crouch beneath their despot, glad of the poor privi. 
lege .allowed them by a fellow-creature, as weak and more 
wicked than themselves, to eat, drink, sleep, and die. Any 
pre-eminent degree of merit among them would render the 
distinguished possessor of it fatally illustriousi the certain ob- 
ject of a tyrant's vengeance ; and they find their best security 
in their want of virtue. By a voluntary submission to con- 
tempt» they retain and transmit the privilege of breathing, 
and build the bulwark of their safety on their personal insig- 
nificance. 

** FxAR must, of necessity, become the predominant pas- 
sion in all countries subject to the uncontrolled dominion of 
an individual and his ministers : but fear chills the blood and 
fireezes the faculties. Under its icy influence there can -arise 
no generous emulation, no daring spirit of adventure. Enter^^ 
prise is considered as dangerous, not merely from the general 
casualty of all human aflairs,but because it excites nodce, and 
alarms the jealousy of selfish power. Under a despotic gov. 
emment, to steal through life unobserved, to creep, with timid 
caution, through the vale of obscurity, is the first wisdom ; 
and to be suffered to die in old age, without the prison, the 
chain, the dagger, or the poisoned bowl, is the highest pitch 
of human felicity. 

** Ignorance of the grossest kind, ignorance of man's 
nature and rights, ignorance of all that tends to make and 
keep us happy, disgraces and renders wretched more than 
half the earth, at this moment, in consequence of its subjuga- 
tion to despotic power. Ignorance, robed in imperial purple^ 
with Pride and Cruelty by her side, sways an iron sceptre 
over nearly both hemispheres. In tiie finest and largest re- 
gions of this planet which we inhabit, are no liberal pursuits 
and professions, no contemplative delights, nothing of that 
pure, intellectual employment which raises man from the 
mire of sensuality and sordid care, to a degree of excellence 
and dignity which we conceive to be angelic and celestial* 
Without knowledge, or the means of obtaining it ; without 
exercise or* excitements, the mind falls into a state of infim- 
tine imbecility and dotage, or acquires a low cunning, intent 
only on selfish and mean pursuits, such as is visible in the 
more ignoble of the irrational creatures— in foxes^ apes^ and 
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monkeys. Among nations so corrupted, the utmost efibrt of 
genius is a court intrigue or a ministerial cabal. 

'< A degradation of the understanding, like this, is usually 
accompanied with depravity of heart. From aa inability to' 
find pleasure and honorable employment in the energies of 
thought, in noble and virtuous actions, in refined conversa- 
ticukf in arts, in commerce, in learning, arises a mischievouli 
activity in trifles, a perversion of nature, a wantonness of 
wickedness, productive of flagitious habits, which renders the 
partaker of reason the most despicable and detestable animal 
in the whole circle of existence. Thus sunk under the pros- 
sure of despotism, who can recognize, notwithstanding the 
human shape they bear, the lineal descendants of Egyptian, 
Grecian, Roman worthies, the glory of their times, the lumi- 
naries of their own country and the world, the instructors and 
benefactors of human nature 1 Thus the image of the Deity, 
stamped on man at his creation, is defiled or utterly efiaced 
by government, instituted and exercised by man over his fel- 
low.man ; and his kindred to Heaven is known no more by 
the divine resemblance. A bad government is therefore the 
curse of the earth, the scourge of man, the grand obstacle to 
the divine will, the most copious source of all moral evil, and 
for that reason, of all misery ; but of bad governments, none 
are comparable, in their mischievous eflects, to the despotic. 

<< But if despotism in its extreme produces consequences 
thus malignant, reason will infer, and experience will justify 
the inference, that aU the suhordkuxte degrees of despotism 
are proportionably destructive. However it may be disguised 
by forms, it is ever seeking its own increase and aggrandize- 
ment, by openly crushing or secretly undermining the fabric 
of liberty : it is ever encroaching on the privileges and en- 
joyments of thoee who are subjected to it ; greedily, though 
foolishly, wishing to engross every good of every kind in this 
sublunary state, except the good of virtue. 

*< PowEK, though limited by written laws, in the hands 
of mortal men, poorly educated, and surrounded by sycophants 
and flatterers, who wish, by partaking the power^ to partake 
also of its profits and distinctions, and thus gratify at once 
their pride and avarice, is always endeavouring to extend 
itself beyond the limitations ; and requires to be watched with 
the most jealous eye, by all who are subject to it, and to be 
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reslraiiied within its boiuids by the fnanifrwt eflRNls, and the 
most determined resolution of virtue. Every engine of arti- 
fice and terror will be used to repress such virtue : but the 
friend of man and of his country will defy persecution, fines, 
imprisonment, and death, in attempting, by every lawful and 
rational means, to push back the gigantic strides of encroach- 
ing despotism, mc^e destructive of happiness than an earth- 
quake or a pestilence. A country deserves no love, when 
it ceases to be a country of liberty. Human beings consti- 
tute a country, and not a soil in a certain latitude ; and an 
attachment to liberty is the truest patriotism. 

<< It is therefore highly expedient, whenever a people, free 
1^ law and conatitutiQn, appear in the rnnoLUst degree to remit 
their attention, to .the preservation of freedom, to urge them, 
by the most serious admonition, to an immediate resumption 
of their vigilance. While they slumber and sleep, lulled by 
the Circean cup of corruption, the enemy is awake, and bu- 
sily making his insidious approaches to the citadel. Every 
inch of ground, they carelessly relinquish, is eagerly seized 
by the covetous possessor of dominion ; the love of which, 
like the love of money, increases by accession. Nor are 
there ever wanting numbers of artful men, who stimulate a 
weak or a wicked ruler in his encroachments ; sensible as 
they are, that their own power and privileges will be aug- 
Itaented with those of said ruler, whose exclusive favour they 
have gained by sycophantic arts, and by co-operations in the 
fallacious service of enlarging his power. The more the 
power of the ruler is augmented, the greater will be the 
emoluments of office. In the view of American, as well as 
European tories, a star shines with higher lustre, a riband 
displays a brighter hue, a title soothes the ear with sweeter 
music, when conferred by a mighty potentate far exalted 
above vulgar control, and who holds his power in contempt 
of the 'people. If kings can be once elevated to the rank of 
Heaven's vicegerents, how must admiring plebians idolize 
their choice favours and their prime favourites t. There is 
always, therefore, a set of men (to whom pomp and vanity 
are the chief good) who are continually endeavouring to add 
glory and greatness to the orb from which they derive their 
own lustre. Moons and satellites would shine faintly indeed, 
unless the sun of the system glittered with intolerable efiul- 
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gence. If the sun were shorn of its beaois, their natihre 
opaqueness would pass widiout notice. 

"Natural rights are those which appertain to man, in right 
of his existence. Of this kind are all the intellectual rights, 
or rights of acting as an individual fat his own comfort and 
happiness, which are not injurious to the natural rights of 
others. — Civil rights are those which appertain to man in 
right of his being a member of society. Every civil right 
has for foundation, some natural right pre-existing in the indi- 
vidual, but to the enjoyment of which his individual power is 
not, in all cases, sufficiently competent. Of this kind «re all 
those which relate to security and protection. 

" From this short review, it will be easy to distinguish be:, 
tween that class of natural rights which m^i retains afler 
entering into society, and those which he throws into the 
common stock as a member of society. 

*<The natural rights which he^ retains, are all those in 
which the power to execute is as perfect in the individual as 
the right itself. Among this class, as is before-mentioned, 
are all the intellectual rights, or rights of the mind : conse- 
quently, religion is one of those rights. The natural rights 
which are not retained, are all those in which, though the 
right is perfect in the individual, the power to execute them 
is defective. They answer not this purpose. A man, by 
natural right, has a right to judge in his own cause ; and so 
far as the right of the mind is concerned, he never surren- 
ders i| : but what availeth it him to judge, if he has not the 
power to redress ? He therefore deposits this right in the 
common stock of society, and takes the arm of society, of 
which he is a part, in preference and in addition to his own. 
Society grants him nothing. Every man is a proprietor in 
society, and draws on the capital as a matter of right. 

*< From these premisei^ two or three certain conclusions 
will follow. 

" First, That every civil right grows out of a natural right; 
or, in other words, is a natural right enchanged, (or extencbd.) 

" Secondly, That civil power, properly considered as such, 
is made up of the aggregate of that class of the natural rights 
of man, which becomes defective in the individual in point 
of power, and answers not his purpose ; but when collected 
to a focus, becomes competent to the purpose of every one. 
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" Thirdly, That the power produced from the aggregate of 
natural rights, (imperfect in power in the individual,) cannot 
be applied to invade the natural rights which are retained in 
the individual, and in which the power to execute is as per- 
fect as the right itself. 

" We have now, in a few words, traced man from a natural 
individual to a member of society, and shown, or endeavoured 
to show, the quality of the natural rights retained, and of 
those which are exchanged for civil rights. Xet us now ap- 
ply these principles to governments. 

** In casting our eyes over the world, it is extremely easy 
to distinguish the governments which have arisen out of soci- 
ety, or out of the social compact, from those which have not : 
but to place this in a clearer light than what a single glance 
may afford, it will be proper to take a review of the several 
sources from which governments have arisen and on which 
they have been founded. 

"They may all be comprehended under three heads. 
First, Superstition. Secondly, Power. Thirdly, The com- 
mon interest of society, and the common rights of man. 

" The first was a government of priestcrafl, the second of 
conouerers, and the third of reason. 

" W hen a set of artful men pretended, through the medium 
of oracles, to hold intercourse with the Deity, as familiarly as 
they now march up the back-stairs in European courts, the 
i^orld was completely under the government of superstition. 
The oracles were consulted, and whatever they were made 
to say, became the law ; and this sort of government lasted 
Sis long as this sort of superstiton lasted. 

*' After these a race of conquerors arose, whose govern- 
ment, like that of William the Conqueror, was founded in 
pow^er, and the swor^ assumed the name of a sceptre. Gov- 
ernments thus encablished, last as long as the power to sup- 
port them lasts ; but that they might avail themselves of 
every engine in their favour, they united fraud to force, and- 
set up an idol which they called Divine Eighty and which 
in imitation of the. Pope, who affects to be spiritual ahd tem- 
poral, and in contradiction to the founder of the Christian 
religion, twisted itself afterwards into an idol of another 
jshape, called Church and State. The key of St. Peter, 
and the key of the Treasury, became quartered on one an- 
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other, and the wondering, cheated multitude, worshipped the 
inventilon. 

«< When I contemplate the naturat dignity of man ; when 
I feel (for nature has not been kind enough to me to blunt my 
feelings) for his honor and happiness, I become irritated at 
the attempt to govern mankind by force and fraud, as if they 
were €l11 knaves and fools, and can scarcely avoid disgust at 
those who are thus imposed upon. 

'< We have now to review the governments which arise 
out of society, in contradistinction to those which arose out 
of superstition and conquest. 

'<It has been thought a considerable advance towards 
establishing the principles of freedom to say, that government 
is a compact between those who govern and those who are 
governed : but this cannot be true, because it is putting the 
effect before the cause ; for, as man must have existed before 
governments existed, there necessarily was a time when gov- 
ernments did not exist, and consequently there could origin- 
ally exist no goveiliore to form such a compact with. The 
fact therefore must be, that the indwidtials themselves, each 
in his own personal and sovereign right, entered into a conn- 
pact toith each other to produce a government ; and this is 
the only mode in which governments have a right to arise, 
and the only principle on which they have a right to exist. 

" To possess ourselves of a clear idea of what government 
is, or ought to be, we must trace it to its origin. In doing 
this, we shall easily discover that governments must have 
arisen, either out of the people, or over the people. Mr. Burke 
has made no distinction. He investigates nothing to its source, 
and therefore he confounds every thing ; but he has signified 
his intention of undertaking, at some future opportunity, a 
comparison between the constitutiontt of England and France. 
As he thus renders it a subject of controversy, by throwing 
the gauntlet, I take him upon his own ground. It is in high 
challenges that high truths have the right of appearing ; and 
I accept it with the more readiness because it affords me, at 
the same time, an opportunity of pursuing the subject with 
respect to governments arising out of society. 

" But it will be first necessary to define what is meant by 
a eonstUutum. It is not sufficient that we adopt the word : 
we must fix also a standard signification to it. 
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** A c6n9titation is not a thing in name only, but in fact. 
It has not an ideal, but a real existence ; and whenever it can* 
not be produced in a visible form, there is none. A constitu- 
tion is a thing antecedent to a government, and a government 
is only the creature of a constitution. The constitution of a 
country is not the act of its government, but of the people 
constituting a government. It is the body of elements, to 
which you can refer, and quote article by article, and which 
contains the principles on which the government shall be 
established, the manner in which it shsdl be organized, the 
powers it shall haVe, the mode of elections, the duration of 
parliaments, or by what other liame such bodies may be call- 
ed ; the powers which the executive part of the government 
shall have ; and, in fine, every thing that relates to the com- 
plete organization of a civil government, and the principles 
on which it shall act, and by which it shall be bound. A con- 
stitution, therefore, is to a government, wheft the la^vs made 
afterwards by that government are to a court of judicature. 
The court of judicature does not make the laws, neither can 
it alter them. It only acts in conformity to the laws made, 
and the government is, in like manner, governed by the con- 
stitution." 

'< Toleration is not the opposite oF intolerance, but is the 
counterfeit of it. Both are despotisms. The one assumes 
to itself the right of withholding liberty of conscience, and the 
other of granting it. The one is the pope, armed with fire 
and faggot, and the other is the selling or granting indulgenois. 
The former is church and state, and the latter is church and 
traffic. 

*< But toleration may be viewed in a much stronger light. 
Man worships not himself, but his Maker ; and the liberty of 
conscience which he claims is hot for the service of himself^ 
but of his God. In this case, therefore, we must necessarily 
have the associated idea of two beings : the mortal who ren- 
ders the worship, and the Immortal Being who is worshipped. 
Toleration, therefore, places itself, not between man and 
man, nor between church and church, nor between one de- 
nomination of religion and another, but between God and 
man ; between the being who worships, and the Being who 
is worshipped ; and by the same act of assumed authority by 
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which it tolerates qiaii to pay his worship, it presumptuously 
and blasphemously sets itself up to tolerate the Almighty to 
receive it. 

<< Were a bill brought into any parliament, entitled, ' An 
Act to tolerate or grant liberty to the Almighty to receive the 
worship of a Jew or a Turk, or prohibit the Almighty from 
receiving it,' all nien would startle, and call it blasphemy. 
There would be an uproar. The presumption of toleration 
in religious matters would then present itself unmasked ; but 
the presumption is not less because the name of < man ' only 
appears to those laws, for the associated idea of the warship' 
per and the worshipped cannot be separated. Who, then, 
art thou, vain dust and ashes ! by whatever name thou art 
called — whether a king, a bishop, a church or a state, a par* 
liament, or any thing else» that obtrudest thine insignificance 
between the soul of man and its Maker ? Mind thine owa 
concerns. If he believes not as thou believest, it is a proof 
that thou believest not as he believeth, and there is no earthly 
power can determine between you. 

<< With respect to what are called denominations of reli- 
gion, if every one is lefl to judge of their own religion^ there is 
no such thing as a religion that is wrong ; but if th^ are to 
judge of each others religion, there is no such a thing as a 
religion that is right, and therefore all the world is right, or 
all the world is wrong. But with respect to religion itself, 
without regard to names, and as directing itself from the uni- 
versal family of mankind to the Divine object of all adoration, 
U is man bringing to his Maker the fruits of his heart ; and 
though those fruits may differ from each other, like the fruits 
of the earth, the grateful tribute of every one is accepted. 

" A bishop of Durham, or a bishop of Winchester, or the 
archbishop who heads the dukes, will not refuse a tythe-sbeaf 
of wheat ^because it is not a cock of hay, nor a cock of hay 
because it is not a sheaf of wheat, nor a pig because it is 
neither one nor the other ; but these same persons, under the 
figure of an established church, will not permit their Maker 
to receive the varied tythes of man's devotion." 

<< It is attributed to Henry the Fourth, of France, a man 
of. an enlarged and benevolent heart, that he proposed* about 
the year 1610, a plan for abolishing war in Europe. The 
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plan consisted in constituting an European Congress, or, as 
the French author styles it, a Pacific Republic, by appointing 
delegates from the several nations, who were to act as a court 
of arbitration in any disputes that might arise between nation 
and nation. 

*' Had such a plan been adopted at the time it was proposed, 
the taxes of England and France, as two of the parties, would 
have been at least ten millions sterling annually to each na- 
tion less than they were at the commencement of the French 
Revolution. 

'< To conceive a cause why such a plan has not been adopt, 
ed, (and that instead of a congress for the puripoae o£ prevent^ 
ing war, it has been called only to terminate a war, after & 
fruitless expense of several years,) it will be necessary to con- 
sider the interest of governments as a distinct interest to that 
of nations. 

<< Whatever is the cause of taxes to a nation, becomes also 
the means of reven.ue to a government. Every war termi- 
nates with an addition of taxes, and consequently with an 
addition of revenue ; and in any event of war, in the manner 
they are now commenced and concluded, the power and 
interest of governments are increased. War, therefore, from 
its productiveness, as it easily furnishes the pretence of ne- 
cessity for taxes and appointments to places and offices, 
becomes a principal part of the system of old governments ; 
and to establish any mode to abolish war, however advan- 
tageous it might be to nations, would be to take from such 
governments the most lucrative of its branches. The frivo- 
lous matters upon which war is made, show the disposition 
and avidity of governments to uphold the system of war, and 
betray the motives upon which they act." 

<< Many, who have arisen to high elevation of rank or for- 
tune, seem to think that their nature has undergone a real 
metamorphosis ; that they are refined by a kind of chemical 
process, sublimed by the sunshine of royal favor^ and sepa- 
rated from the feces, the dross, and the dregs of ordinary 
humanity — that humanity of which the mass of nrankind par«- 
take, and which, imperfect as it is, God created. They seem 
to themselves raised to a pinnacle, from which they behold, 
with sentiments of indifference or contempt, all two-legged 
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and iinfeathered beings of inferior order, placed ia the valet 
as ministers of their pride and slaves of their luxury, or els^ 
burdens of the earth, and superfluoiis sharers of existence. 

" The endeavor of their lives, never eqaployed in the essea* 
tial service of society, is to keep the vulgar at a distance, lest 
their own pure nature should be contaminated by the foul 
contagion. Their offspring must be taught, in the first in* 
stance, to know and revere, not God, not man, but their owix 
rank in life. The infants are scarcely suffered to breathe 
the common air, to feel the common sun, or to walk upon the. 
common earth. Immured in nurseries till the time for in- 
struction arrives, they are then surrounded by a variety of 
domestic tutors. And what is the first object in their educa- 
tion 1 Is it the improvement of their minds, the acquisition 
of manly sentiment, useful knowledge, expanded ideas, piety,, 
philanthropy ? No ; it is the embellishment of their persons, 
an accurate attention to dress, to their teeth, to grace in 
dancing, attitude in standing, uprightness ; not the uprightness 
of the heart, but the formal and unnatural perpendicularity 
of a soldier drilled on the parade. The first object with the 
pupil, and the last, the lesson to be got by heart, and to be 
repeated by night and by day, is an adequate conception of 
his own native consequence, a disposition to extend the influ- 
ence of rank and riches, and to depress and discourage the 
natural tendency of personal merit to rise to. distinction by . 
its own elastic force. 

<< Their masters themselves are to be dependent on the cat 
price of wealthy pupils, or a rebellion may ensue. Such afi 
event, indeed, is sometimes devoutly wished, as it affords op- 
portunities for embryo heroes to show their prowess and their 
noble pride. EJvery ebullition of spirits, as it is candidly 
called, displaying itself in insolence or ill usage of the infe- 
rior ranks^-defenceless old men or women, and the poor in 
general — is remembered and cherisl\ed with care, as a flat- 
tering prognostic of future eminence in the cabinet, the senate, 
at the bar, or in the field. Justice, generosity, humility, are 
words, indeed, in the Dictionary, and may adorn a declama- 
tion ; but insolence, extravagance, and pride, must mark the 
conduct of those who are sent, rather to support the dignity . 
of native grandeur by the spirit of arrogance, than to seek 
wisdom and virtue with the docility of modest and ingenuous 
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disciples. Practical oppression of inferiors is one of the first 
elements of aristocratical education, and the order of Fnggs 
(as they are called) contributes much to fitmiliarize (he exer« 
else of future despotism. Mean submissions prepare the mind, 
in its turn, to tyrannize." 

'' Those who are possessed of exorbitant power, who pant 
for its extension, and tremble at the apprehension of losing it, 
are always sufficiently artful to dwell with emphasis on the 
evils of licentiousness, under which opprobrious name they 
wish to stigmatize liberty* They d^ribe the horrors of 
an^chy and confusion in the blackest colors, and boldly af. 
firm that they are the necessary consequences of intrusting 
the people with power. Indeed, they hardly condescend to 
recognize the idea of a peoplb ; but, whenever they speak 
of the mass of the community, denommate them ^e mob, the 
rabble, or {he swinish multitude. Language is. at a loss for' 
appellatives, significant of their contempt for those who are 
undistinguished by weald} or titles, and is obliged to content 
itself with such words as reptiles, scum, dregs, or the many, 
headed monster. 

<< Man, that noble animal, formed with powers capable of 
the suUimest virtues, possessed of reason, and tremulously 
alive to every finer feeling, is degraded by his fellow-man, 
when dressed in a little brief authority, to a rank below that 
of the beast of the field ; for the beasts of the field are not 
treated with epithets of contumely, but regarded with a degree 
of esteem. The proud grandee views the horses in his sta- 
ble, and the dogs in his kennel, with afiection, pampers them 
with food, lodges them in habitations, not only commodious, 
but luxurious; and, at the same time, despises his fellow, 
creatures, scarcely fed, wretchedly clothed, and barely shel. 
tered in the neighboring cottage. And if his fellow- creature 
dares to ^ remonstrate, his complaint is contumacy, and sedi. 
tion, and his endeavor to meliorate his own state and that of 
his miserable neighbor, by the most lawful means, downright 
treason and rebellion. 

<« Villainous oppression on one hmid, and, on the other, 
contemptible, submission ! If such acquiescence, under the 
most iniquitous inequality ; such wretchedness, without the 
privilege of complaint, is the peace, the order, and the tran. 
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quillity of despotism ; then peace, order, and tranquillity 
change their nature, and become the curse and bane of hu^ 
man nature. Welcome, in comparison, all the feuds, ani- 
mosities, and revolutions attributed to a state of freedom, for 
they are symptoms of life and robust health, while the repose of 
despotism is the deadness of a paky. Life, active, enterprise 
ing life, with all its tumult, disaster, and disappointment, is to 
be pi*eferred to the «lence of death, the stillness of desolation. 

<< But I deny that a love of liberty, or a state of liberty, is, 
of necessity, productive of any injurious or fatal disorder. I 
presuppose that the minds of the people, even the lowest of 
the people, are duly enlightened ; that the savageness of gross 
ignorance is mitigated by culture — ^by that culture which all 
Well-regulated states are solicitous to bestow on every pchrtaker 
of the rational faculty. 

<< In a state of liberty, every man learns to value himself 
as man ; to consider himself as of importance in the system 
which himself has approved and contributed to establish, and 
therefore resolves to regulate his own behavior con^stently 
with its safety and preservation. He feels as a proprietor, ^ 
not as a tenant. He loves the state because he participates 
in it. His obedience is not the cold, reluctant result of ter. 
ror» but the lively, cheerful, and spontaneous effect of love. 
The violation of laws formed on the pure principle of general 
beneficence, and to which he has given his full assent by a 
just and perfect representation^ he considers as a crime of the 
deepest dye. He will think freely, and speak freely, of the 
constitution. He will incessantly endeavor to improve it, and 
enter seriously into all political debates. In the' collision of 
agitated minds sparks will sometimes be emitted, but they 
will only give a favorable light and a genial warmth. * They 
will never produce any injurious conflagration. 

<< But I repeat that the people should be enlightened, id 
every rank, the highest as well as the lowest, to render them 
capable of perfect Tiberty, without danger of those evils which 
its enemies are always asserting to be its unavoidable conse- 
quences. The vulgar must be instructed not merely in the 
arts which tend to the acquisition, increase, and preservation 
of money, but in a generous philosophy. They must be libe- 
ralized. They must early learn to view human life and so- 
ciety in their just light ; to consider themselves as essential 
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parts of a whole, the integrity of which is desirable to every 
component member. Their taste will improve with their 
understanding ; and they will see the beauty of order, while 
they are convinced of its utility. Thus principled by virtue, 
and illuminated with knowledge, they will eagerly return, 
after every deviation, which even a warmth of virtue may 
cause, to regular obedience, and to all the functions of citi- 
zens ; valuing the public peace and prosperity, because they 
understand clearly that the public happiness is intimately 
combined with their own. They may infringe laws, from 
the imperfection of their nature ; but they will return to their 
obedience without force, having been convinced that no laws 
are made but suph as are necessary to their well-being in 
society. They will consider laws, not as chains and fetters, 
but as helmets and shields for their protection. The light of 
the understanding will correct the eccentricities of the heart ; 
and all deviations, however rapid at their commencement, will 
be short in extent and transitory in duration. 

" Such would be the effect of enlightening the people with 
political knowledge, and enlarging their minds by pure philo- 
sophy. But what say the despots ? Like the tyrannical son 
of Philip, when he reprimanded Aristotle for publishing his 
Discoveries, they whisper to their myrmidons, * Let us diffuse 
darkness round the land. Let the people be kept in a brutal 
state. Let their conduct, when assembled, be riotous and 
irrational as ignorance and our spibs can make it, that they 
may be brought into discredit, and deemed unfit for the man- 
agement of their own affairs. Let power be rendered dan- 
gerous in their hands, that it may continue unmolested in our 
own. Let them not taste the fruit of the tree of knowledge, 
lest they become as we are, and learn to know good and evil.' 
< Darken your doctrines,' said the despot Alexander to the 
great philosopher. 

<< That such are the sentiments of the men who wish for 
the extension of royalisni or aristocracy, and the depression 
of the people, is evident from the uneasiness they have shown 
at all benevolent attempts to diffuse knowledge among the 
poor. They have expressed, in terms of anger and mortifi- 
cation, their dislike of Sunday schools. The very newspa- 
pers which they have epgaged in the service of falsehood and 
toryism, have endeavored to discountenance, by malignant 
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paragraphs, the progress of those patriotic institutions. Scrih- 
biers of books and pamphlets, in the same vile cause, have 
intimated their apprehensions that the poor may learn to read 
political books in learning to read their Bible, and that the 
reading of political books must unavoidably produce discon- 
tent. A wretched compliment to the cau^e which they mean 
to defend ! It is impossible not to infer from their apprehen- 
sions, that as men inQi-ease in understanding and knowledge, 
they must see reason to disapprove the systems eBtablished. 
These men breathe the very spirit of despotism, and wish to 
communicate it. But their conduct, in this instance, is an 
argument against the spirit which they endeavor to diffuse. 
Their conduct seems to say. The spirit of despotism is so 
unreasonable, that it can never be approved by the mass of 
the people when their reason is suffered to receive its proper 
cultivation. Their conduct seems to say. Let there be light, 
and the deformity of despotism will create abhorrence. 

" Be the consequence what it may, let the light of know- 
ledge be diffused among all who partake of reason ; and let 
us remember that it was the Lord God Almighty who first 
said, < Let there be Light.' " 

• 

" There is nothing which I can so reluctantly pardon in 
the great ones of this world, as the little value they entertain 
for the life of a man. Property, if seized or lost, may be 
restored ; and, without property, man may enjoy a thousand 
delightful pleasures of existence. The sun shines as warmly 
on the poor as on the rich, and the gale of health breathes its 
balsam into the cottage casement on the heath no less sweetly 
and salubriously than into the portals of the palace ; but can 
the lords of this world, who are so lavish of the lives of their 
inferiors, with all their boasted power, give the cold heart to 
beat again, or relume the light of the eye once dimmed by 
the shades of death ? Accursed despots, show me your au- 
thority for taking away that which ye never gave, and cannot 
give ; for undoing the work of God, and extinguishing the 
lamp of life which was illuminated with a ray from heaven. 
Where is your charter to privilege murder? You do the 
work of Satan, who was a destroyer ; and your right, if you 
possess any, must have originated from the father of mischief 
and misery. 
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'< Yet take a view of the world, and you will immediately 
be led to conclude that scarcely any thing is viler than human 
life. Crimes whicli have very little moral evil, if any, and 
which, therefore, cannot incur the vengeance of a just and 
merciful Deity, are punished with death at a human tribunal. 
I mean state crimes — such actions, conduct, speeches, as are 
made crimes by despots, but are not recognized as such in 
the decalogue ; such as may proceed from the purest and 
most virtuous principle, from the most enlarged benevolence, 
from wisdom and unaffected patriotism ; such as may proceed 
from mere warmth of temper, neither intending nor accom- 
plishing any mischief; the mere effects of error, as innocent, 
too, in its consequences as its origin. But the despot is of- 
fended or frightened ; for guilt trembles at the least alarm, 
and nothing but the blood of the accused can expiate the 
offence. 

<< Tet, numerous as are the innocent victims of the tribu. 
nal, where to offend the state is the greatest abomination that 
man can commit, they are lost and disappear when compared 
to the myriads sacrificed to the demon of war. Despotism 
delights in war. It is its element. As the bull knows, by 
instinct, that his strength is in his horns, and the eagle trusts 
in his talons, so the despot feels his puissance most when sur- 
rounded by soldiery, arrayed for battle. With the sword in 
his hand, and his artillery around him, he rejoices in his 
might and glories in his greatness. Blood must mark his 
path ; and his triumph is incomplete till death and destruction 
stalk over the land, the harbingers of his triumphant cavalcade. 

" We hear much of necessary wars ; but it is certainly true, 
that a real, absolute, unavoidable necessity for war, such as 
alone can render it just, has seldom occurred in the history 
of man. The pride, the wanton cruelty of absolute princes, 
caring nothing for human life, have, in all ages, without the 
least necessity, involved the world in war ; and therefore it 
is the common duty of all mankind to abolish absolute power, 
and to discourage, by every lawful means, the spirit that leads 
to any degree of it. No individual, however good, is fit to be 
trusted with so dangerous a deposit. His goodness may be 
corrupted by the magnitude of the trust ; and it is the nature 
of power, uncontrolled by fear or law, to vitiate the best dis- 
positions. He who would have shuddered to spill a drop of 
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blood in a hostile contest, as a private man, shaft deluge whole 
provinces, as an absolute prince, and laugh over the subju* 
gated plains which he has fertilized with human gore. 

<' What are the chief considerations with such men, pre- 
viously to going to war and at its conclusion ? Evidently 
the expense of money. Little is said or thought of the lives 
. lost, or devoted to be lost, except as matters- of pecuniarii 
value. Humanity, indeed, weeps in silence and solitude in 
the sequestered shade of private life ; but is a single tear shed 
in courts, and camps, and cabinets ? When men high in com- 
mand, men of fortune and family, fall, their deeds are blazon, 
ed, and they figure in history ; but who, save the poor widow 
and the -orphan, inquire afler the very names of the rank and 
file ? There they lie, a mass of human flesh, not so much 
regretted by the despots as the horses they rode, or the arms 
they bore. While ships oflen go down to the bottom, struck 
l^ the iron thunderbolts of war,*and not a life is saved, the 
national loss is estimated by the despot according to the weight 
of metal wasted, and the magnitude and expense of the wooden 
castle. 

<< God, we read, made man in his own image, and our 
Saviour taught us that he was the heir of immortality. God 
made no distinction of persons ; but behold a being, born to 
a sceptre,, though a poor, puny, shivering mortal like the rest, 
presumes to sell, and let out for hire, these iinages of God, to 
do the work of butchers, in any cause and for any paymas- 
ter, on any number of unoffending feUow-creatures, who are 
standing up in defence of their hearths, their altars, their 
wives, their children, and their liberty. Great numbers of 
men, trained to the trade of human butchery, are constantly 
ready to be let to hire, to carry on the work of despotism, 
and to support, by the money they earn in this hellish em- 
ployment, the luxurious vices of the wretch who calls them 
his property. Can that state of human affairs be right and 
proper which permits a miscreant, scarcely worthy the name 
of a man,' sunk in effeminacy, the slave of vice — often the 
most abominable kind of vice — ignorant and illiterate, debili- 
tated with disease, weak in body as in mind, to have such 
dominion of hundreds of thousands, his superiors by nature, 
as to let them out for pay, to murder the innocent stranger in 
cold blood ? 
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<< What fthali we think of the practice of what is called 
kkbapping ? Is it to he allowed in a free country ? Are 
not men- booght, inyagled, or forced by it, as if they were 
cattle, beasts of the field or the forest, and capable of becom- 
mg the property of the parchaser or the captor ? If a nation 
db^tild behold with patience- such a practice increadng and 
encouraged l^ the great, would there not be reason to sus- 
pect that it bad lost the spirit of ireedom, and was preparing 
to submit its neck to the yoke of .despotism ? Is not an Afri- 
can one of the images of Ood ? Is he not entitled to all the 
rights of nature^ and the society of which he is a member ? 
Boes poverty disfranchise a man, rob him of his rights, and 
rendmr his Itfe a commodity to be bought and sold, or thrown 
away, at the will of a rich man, who is enabled to take ad- 
Tantage of his want, and add to the misfortune of indigence 
the curse of slavery? Are a few pieces of silver to be allow- 
ed, by connivance if not by legal permission, as the price of 
Uood, when poverty^ hut not the will, consents to the sale ? 

^ Even if hoxmg wene ever to become a spectacle patron- 
isEed by Congress, and encouraged by a people, there would 
be reason to fear lest man, as man^ had lost his value ; lest 
Ufe were estimated of little price ; and lest the spirit of des- 
potism were gradually insinuating itself into the community. 
There would be reason to fear lest times, like those of the 
latter Roman emperors, were returning, and that men might 
be kept like wild beasts, to be brought on the stage and fight 
for public diversion, and to be murdered for the evening's 
amusement of fashionable lords and ladies at an opera-house. 

'^ The dignity of human nature, in despotical countries, is 
treated as a burlesque. A man is less dignified than a pam- 
pered horse, and his hfe infinitely less valued. But in a land 
of liberty, like ours, every man should learn to venerate him* 
self and his neighbouTf as a noble creature, dependent only 
on God, on reason, on law. life, under such circumstances, 
is a pearl <^ great price. Every human being, under such 
circumstances, is of equal value in the sight of God. They, 
th^efore, who, in consequence of civil elevation, hold any 
man's life cheap and vile, unless he has forfeited his rights by 
enormous crimes, are guilty of rebellion against God and 
nature." 

18 
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" Men who undertake to defend any thing contrary to the 
common sense and common interest of mankind, may hurt 
the 9ide they intend to defend by promoting a dUcusiion^ and 
calling forth common sense, excited by the common interest, 
to de^nd its own cause. Thus, Sir Robert Filmer's book 
gave rise both to Sidney's and Locke's Defence of Liberty. 
Thus, Mr. Burke's Reflections on France drew forth Mr. 
Paine's Rights of Man, in which is much excellent matter* 
Thus, Salmasius's mercenary invective against the republi- 
cans of England in the last century^ provoked the grei^ Mil- 
ton, scarcely less eloquent in prose than in poetry, to defend 
the right of the people of England to manage in their own 
country their own concerns, according to their own judgment 
and inclination. 

<< Milton and Locke are great names on the side of liberty. 
But Milton has been treated contemptuously ; and some have 
shown a spirit illiberal enough to detract from his poetry, in 
revenge for his politics. His last biographer, Dr. Johnson, 
who had many early prejudices which his most vigorous rea- 
son could not to the last subdue^ was, by early prejudice, a 
violent Tory and Jacobite. I think there is reason to believe, 
that he would easily have been made a convert to popery. I 
venerate his abilities and virtues ; but I cannot help remark- 
ing, that his high- church and high-prerogative principles led 
him to speak less honorably of Milton than he must have 
done if he had viewed him through a medium undiscolored. 
Milton was a greater man than Johnson, though I think he 
went not sufficiently far in his hatred to monarchy and epis. 
copacy. Milton discovered a noUe spirit of independence, 
and his writings contain some of the finest passages that ever 
were written in vindication of civil liberty. They contributed 
to raise that spirit which afterwards produced our happy re- 
volution ; and I have no doubt but that Milton would have 
rejoiced under the federal constitution of the United States. 
It is to writings and a spirit like his, mankind are indebted 
for liberty. If honest and able minds like Paine's and Mil- 
ton's had not appeared on the part of the people, it is proba- 
ble that no such thing as a republic would have been found 
on the face of the earth. 

'^ Free spirits are therefore to be pardoned in some errors, 
which the propensity of hunian nature to err must ever ren^ 
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der venial ; and the general tendency of their writings to make 
the mass of mankind free and happy, ought to secure atten- 
tion to their doctrines and honor to their names. The ene- 
mies to the spirit of despotism have seen, with pain, the 
attempts to lessen these great men in the eyes of the world 
extended to writers of less renown, but of more recent date. 
They have seen men, good men in private life, and philoso- 
phers, whose discourses and letters have gained the notice 
and esteem of every enlightened country, reproached, vilified, 
persecuted, and almost destroyed, because, in consequence 
of that fine understanding which had done so much in philo- 
sophy, they made some discoveries in politics which must for- 
ever militate powerfully against the spirit of despotism. 
Paine, Voltaire, Rosseau, Raynal, Price, Priestley, however 
different their characters, attainments, and abilities, are all 
vilified together, (because they have written admirably on the 
side of liberty,) all involved in one discriminate torrent of ob- 
loquy. The partizans of monarchy would persuade us, not 
only that they were knaves, but fools. Some of them have 
very exceptionable passages in their works ; but where they 
treat of civil liberty, they plead the cause of human nature. 
They have not pleaded it unsuccessfully. Political artifices 
cannot always stifle truth and common sense. 

'* The independent part of mankind, who detest parties and 
faction, and mean nothing but the happiness of their fellow- 
creatures, will do well to be upon then* guard against the 
misrepresentations of those who would vilify a Penn, a 
Locke, a Milton, and a Sidney. Let Ihem read and judge 
for themselves. The men who are anxious to withhold or 
extinguish the light, may fairly be suspected of intending to 
do evil." 

<< Civil government does not consist in executions, but in 
making such provision for the instruction of youth, and the 
support of age, (and the necessitous,) as to exclude, as much 
as possible, profligacy from the one, and despair from the 
other. Hence the cogent necessity of public seminaries of 
learning being established in the United States by the national 
and state legislatures. Instead of this, the resources of a 
country are lavished upon kings, upon courts, upon hirelings, 
imposters, and prostitutes ; and even the poor themselves, with 
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all their wants dpoa them, are compelled to sapport the fraud 
diat oppresses them. 

" Why is it that scarcely any are executed but the poor 1 
The fact is a proo^ among other thingSi of a wretchedness in 
their condition. Bred up without morals or information, and 
oast upon the world without a prospect, they are the exposed 
sacrifice of vice and legal barbari^. The millions that are 
superfluously wasted upon governments are more than suffi- 
cient to reform those evils, and to benefit the condition of every 
man in a nation, not included within the purlieus of a court.'* 

<< Man is a progressive animal, and his advance towards 
improvement is a pleasuraUb state. Hope cheers his path 
as he toils up the hill that leads him to something better than 
he has yet experienced, on its gay summit gilded with sun- 
shine. The labor of the ascent is a delight. But if he can- 
not help conceiving, firom a sense of grievances which he 
feels, something excellent^ to which he is prohibited by coer- 
cion from approaching, hope sickens, and ill-humor succeeds 
to complacency. Hence arises a disagreement between the 
governed and governors ; and the governors, being possessed 
of the present power, use force and rigor to stifle the rumors 
of complaint. Coercion but increases the ill-humor, which 
c^en hes latent, like the fires of a volcano, for a considerable 
time, but at last bursts forth with irresistible fury. It is wise, 
therefore, as well as just, in all governors who have a regard 
for any thing but their present and private interest, to encour- 
age discussion, to seek improvement of the system, and to 
reject no reform proposed by great numbers without a cod, 
a temperate, and a long deliberation. The reasons for rejec- 
tion should be clearly stated, with the utmost regard to open 
and ingenuous behavior ; and those who remain unconvinced, 
after all, should not be treated with asperity. Every indi- 
vidual, in a free country, has a right to approve or disapprove 
the system under which he lives, without peril or control, 
while he preserves the peace. His peaceable deportment 
and acquiescence in the opinion of others, contrary to his own 
conviction, renders him a very meritorious character. He 
may be won over by gentleness, bat force only t^ds to excite 
the violence which it would imperiously repel. 

** But to tell a man of sense, reading, and reflection, that 
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he«mi^t not venture to entertain an opinion on political mat- 
ters, or the existing government, different from that of the 
president, the consu)| or the king, is an impotent endeavor 
to exercise a despotism over his mind against which nature 
revolts, and a manly spirit must rebel. Such . a man can 
usually judge of governments, and all the institutions of social 
life, better than mere men of business, however high their 
rank or important their employments — ^far better than over- 
grown rich, occupied in vain ceremonies, and usually as little 
able as inclined to enter into deep disquisition. 
. '< Despotism is so ugly in its form, and so hostile in its 
nature, to human happiness, that no wonder those who wish 
to diffuse its spirit are inclined to check and discourage among 
the people all political investigation. But let it be a rule 
among those who really value liberty and the rights of man, 
to use the more diligence io political discussion, in proportion 
as tories and traitors display a wish to suppress political wri- 
tings and conversations, and disseminate the doctrine that 
things are so well constituted as neither to require nor admit 
any improvement. The representative system takes society 
and civilization for its basis, reason and experience for its 
guide. 

<< As this is the order of nature, the order of government 
must necessarily follow it, or government will, as we see it 
does, degenerate into ignorance. The hereditary system, 
therefore, is as repugnant to humaa wisdom as to human 
rights, and is as absurd as it is unjust. 

<< As the republic of letters brings forward the best literary 
productions, by giving to genius a fair and universal chance, 
so the representative system of government is ealcul&ted to 
produce the wisest laws, by collecting wisdom from where 
it can be found. I smile to myself when I contemplate the 
ridiculous insignificance into which literature and all the sci. 
ences would sink, were they made hereditary ; and I carry 
the same idea into governments. An hereditary governor is 
as inconsistent as an hereditary author. I know not whether 
Homer or Euclid had sons ; but I will venture an opinion, 
that if they had, and had left their works unfinished, those 
sons could not have completed them. 

** Do we need a stronger evidence of the absurdity of he. 
reditary government than is seen in the descendants of those 

18* ' . 
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Died, in aay line of life, virho once were famous ? Is there 
scarcely an instance in which there is not a tot&l reverse of 
the character ? It appears as if the tide of mental faculties 
flowed as far as it could in certain channels, and then forsook 
its course and arose in others. How irrational, then, is the 
hereditary system which establishes channels of power, in 
company with which wisdom refuses to flow! By continu- 
ing this absurdity, man is perpetually in contradiction with 
himself. He accepts, for a king, or a chief magistrate, or a 
legislator, a person whom he would not elect for a constable. 

*< It appears, to general observation, that revolutions create 
genius and tdents ; bat those events do no more than bring 
them' forward, liiere is, existing in man, a mass of sense 
lying in a dormant state, and which, unless something excites 
it to action, will descend with him, in that condition, to the 
grave. As it is -to the advantage of society that the whole, 
of its faculties should be employed, the construction of gov- 
ernment ought to be such as to bring forward, by a quiet and 
regular operation, all that extent of capacity which never fails 
to appear in revolutions. 

** This cafhnot take place in the insipid state of hereditary 
government, not only because it prevents, but because it ope- 
rates to benumb. When the mind of a nation is bowed down 
by any political superstition in its government, stfch as he- 
ireditary succession is, it loses a considerable portion of its 
powers on all other subjects and objects. Hereditary sue 
cession requires the same obedience to ignorance as to wis- 
dom ; and when once the mind can bring itself to pay this 
indiscriminate reverence, it descends below the stature of 
mental manhood. It is fit to be great only in little things. 
It acts a treachery upon itself, and suffocates the sensations 
that urge to detection." ' 

<< Great part of that order which reigns among mankind is 
not the effect of government. It has its ori^ in the princi- 
ples of society, and the natural constitution of man. It ex- 
isted prior to government, and would exist if the formality of 
government was abolished. The mutual dependance and 
reciprocal interest which man has upon man, and all the parts 
of a civilized community upon each other, create that great 
chain of connection which holds it together. The landholder. 
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ike fiirmer,,the mannfiicturer, the merchant, the tradesman, 
aad dveiy occupation, prospers by the aid which each receives 
from the other, and from the whole. Common interest regu- 
lates their concerns, and forms their law ; and the laws which 
common usage ordains, have a greater influence than the 
laws of government. Jn fine, society performs for itself al* 
most every thing which is ascribed to government. 

^ To understand the nature and quantity of government 
proper for man^ it is necessary to attend to his character. 
As nature crei^ him for social life, she fitted him for the 
station she intended. In all cases she made his natural wants 
greater than his individual powers. No one man is capable, 
without the aid of society, of supplying his own wants ; and 
those wants, aeting upon every individual, impel the whole 
of them into society, as naturally as gravitation acts to a 
centre. 

<< Bnt she has gone further. She has not only forced man * 
into society, by a diversity of wants, which the reciprocal aid 
of each other can supply, but she has implanted in him a sys- 
tem of social afiections, which, though not necessary to his 
existence, are essential to his happiness. There hs no period 
in life when this love for society ceases to act. It begins 
and ends with our being. 

. '* (f we examine, with attention, into the composition and 
constitution of man, the diversity of his wants, and the diver- 
sity of talents in di£ferent men for reciprocally accommodating 
the wants of each other, his propensity to society, and conse- 
quently to preserve the advantages resulting from it, we shall 
easily discover that a great part of what is called government 
is mere imposition. 

(( Government is no farther necessary than to supply the 
few cases to which society and civilization are not conve- 
niently competent ; and instances are not wanting to show, 
that every thing which government can usefully add thereto 
has been performed by the common consent of society, with- 
out government. 

" For upwards of two years from the commencement of 
the American war, and for a longer period in several of tho 
American states, there were no established forms of govern- 
ment. The old governpnents had been abolished, and the 
country was too much occupied in defence to employ its at- 
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tenlion in establishing new governments; yet, dating this 
interval, order and harmony were preserved as inviolate as 
in any country in Europe. There is a natural aptness in 
man, and more so in society, because it embraces a greater 
variety of abilities and resource to accommodate itself to what- 
ever situation it is in. The instant formal government is 
abolished, society begins to act. A general associatimi takes 
place, and common interest produces common security. 

" So far is it from being true, as has been pretended, that 
the abolition of any formal government is the dissolution of 
society, that it acts by a contrary impulse, and brings the 
latter the closer together. All that -part of its organization 
which it had committed to its government devolves again upon 
itself, and acts through- its medium. When men, as well 
. from natural instinct as from reciprocal benefits, have habit- 
uated themselves to social and civilized life, there is always 
enough of its principles in practice to- carry them through 
any changes they m^y find necessary or convenient to make 
in their government. In short, man is so naturally a crea- 
ture of society, that it is almost impossible to put him out 
of it. 

*' Fprmal government makes but a small part of civihzed 
life ; and when even the best that human w^isdom can devise 
is established, it is a thing more in name and idea, than in 
fact. It is to the great and fundamental principles of society 
and civilization — to the common usage universally consented 
to, and mutually and reciprocally maintained — ;to the unceas- 
ing circulation of interest, which, passing through its Tnillion 
channels, invigorates the whole mass of civilized man — ^it is 
to these things, infinitely more than to any thing which even 
the best instituted government can perform, that the safety 
and prosperity of the individual and of the whole depend. 

" The more perfect dvilization is, the less occasion has it 
for government, because the more does it regulate its own 
affairs, and govern itself : but so contrary is the practice of 
old governments to the reason of the case, that the expenses 
of them increase in the proportion they ought to diminish. It 
is but few general laws that civilized life requires, and those 
of such common usefulness, that whether they are enforced 
by the forms of government or not, the effect will be nearly 
the same. If we consider what the principles are that first 
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eondense mcfn into society, and what the motives that regulate 
their mutual intercourse afterwards^ we shall find, by the time 
we arrive at what is called government, that nearly the whole 
of the basiness is performed by the natural operation of the 
parts upon each other, 

*^ Many wi^ respect to all those matters, is more a creature 
of consistency than he is aware, or than governments would 
wieh him to believe. All the great laws of society are laws 
of Bttture. Those of trade tod commerce, wh^her with 
respeci to the intercourse of individiials, or of nations, are 
laws of mutual and reciprocal interest. They are followed 
and obeyed, because it is the interest of the parties so to do, 
and not on aiccount of any formid laws then: govenment may 
knpose or interpose. 

** But how oSften is the natiMral propensity to society dis- 
turbed or destroyed by the operations of government ? When 
the kiter instead of being ingrafted on the pcinoiples of the 
former, assumes to exist for itself, and acts by partialities of 
favour and oppression, it beoomes.the cause of the mischiefs 
it ought to (»event 

** If we look back to the riots and tumults, whi<^ at various 
limes have happened in England, we shall find that they did 
not proceed from the want of a government, but that govern- 
raent was itself the generating cause ; instead of consolida- 
ting society it divided it ; it deprived it of its naturid cohesion, 
fand engendered discontents and disorders, which otherwise 
would not have existed. In those associations, which men 
promiscuously form for the purpose of trade, or of any con. 
cem, in which government is totaUy out of the question, and 
in which th^ act mer^y on the principles of society, we see 
how naturally the various parties unite ; and this shows, by 
comparison, that government, so far from being always the 
cause or means of order, are often the destruction of it. 
The riots of 1760 had no other source than the remains of 
those prejudices, which the government itself had encouraged. 
But with respect to England there are also other causes. 
. ** Excess and inequcdity in taxation, however disguised in 
the. means, never fail to appear in their eftects. As a groat 
mass of the oommumty are thrown thereby into poverty and 
discontent, they are constantly on the brink of commotion ; 
aad^ deprived) as they unfortunately are, of die means of 
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information, are easily heated to outrage. Whatever the 
apparent cause of any riots may be, the real one is always 
want of happiness. It shows that something is wjong in the 
system of government, that injures the felicity by which 
society is to be preserved. 

*< But as fact is superior to reasoning, the instance of 
America presents itself to confirm these observations. — ^If 
there is a country in the world, where concord, according to 
common calculation, would be least expected, it is America. 

<< Can we poissibly suppose that if governments had origi- 
nated in a right principle, and had not an interest in pursuing 
a wrong one, that the world could have been m the wretched 
and quarrelsome condition we have seen it ? What induce- 
ment has the farmer, while following the plough, to lay aside 
his peaceful pursuits, and go to war with the farmer of an 
other country ? or what inducement has the manufacturer 1 
What is dominion to them, or to any class of men in a nation t 
Does it add an acre to any man's estate, to raise its value ? 
Are not conquest and defeat each of the same price, and 
taxes the never-failing consequence ? — ^Though thus reasoning 
may be good to a nation, it is not so to a government. War 
is the Pharo table of governments, and nations the dupes of 
tiie game. 

** If there is any thing to wonder at in this miserable scene 
of governments, more than might be expected, it is the pro- 
gress which the peaceful arts of agriculture, manufacture, and 
commerce have made, beneath such a long accuniulating load 
of discouragement and oppression. It serves to show, that 
instinct in animals does not act with stronger impulse, than 
the principles of society and civilization operate in man." 

<* To meliorate the condition of human nature can be the 
only rational end of government. It cannot be designed to 
favour one description of men, a hinority of men, at the 
expense of all others ; who having received life from him 
who alone can give it, received at the same time a right to 
enjoy it in liberty and security. This was the charter of 
God and nature ; which no mortal, however elevated by con- 
quest or inheritance, can annul or violate without impiety. 
All government which makes not the advancement of human 
happiness, and the comfort of the individuals who are subject 
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to its oontroly the prime porpoee of its operatiotis, partakes of 
despotism ; and govermnents which boast of a free constitu. 
tion, the views even of statesmen and politicians who espoused 
the cause of liberty, have been too circumscribed* They 
have been attached to names and families. They seem not 
to have opened either their eyes or hearts to objects iruly 
great, and afiections sincerely catholic and philanthropic. 
I hate to hear public men, who certainly can have no right to 
their offices, but for the public good, professing themselves 
of the democratic party, the federal party, the quid party, and 
appearing to ibrget, in their zeal for a few distinguished per- 
sons, the great mass of the people, the party of human nature. 
The majority of men are poor and obscure. To them all 
party attachments to neunes and families, little known as pub. 
lie benefactors, must appear at once absurd and injurious. 
They are the persons vrho stand in most need of protection 
and assistance from the powerful. The rich under all gov. 
ernments, have a thousand means of procuring either comfort 
or defence, [t is the mass, the poor and middling ranks, 
unknown to, and unknowing courts or kings, or senators, or 
legislators, who require all &e alleviation which men enlight. 
ened by knowledge,, furnished with opulence, elevated by 
office, can cJTord to lessen the natural evils of life, aggravated 
by the moral and artificial. Government possesses the power 
of alleviating and sometimes of removing, that moral and 
physical evil which embitters existence. — How deplorable, 
when government become so perverted, as to increase the 
evil it was designed to cure. Yet this has been, and is now 
the case on a great part of the globe ; insomuch that the 
learned and judicious Dr. Prideaux, whose integrity is as 
well known as his ability, used to say, < That it was a doubt 
with him, whether the benefit which the world receives from 
government, was sufficient to make amends for the calamities 
which it suffers from the follies, mistakes, and mal-adminis. 
tration of those who manage it.' 

" IVhen it is considered how little the most boasted govern- 
ments have been able or inclined to prevent the greatest ca- 
lamity of the world, the frequent recurrence of war, it is 
natural to conclude, that there has been Some radical defect 
or error in all government, hitherto instituted on the face of ^ 
the earth. Violence may be used where there is no govern- 
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meot. (jrov«n»ii9iit8 pretend (o dmct. human affiufs by recu 
son ; but war is a dereliction of- reai90iD> a renuaciatiea of aU 
that refines and improvea human nature, and an appeal to 
brute force. Man deecaoda from the heights to which phi- 
losophers and legialators had raised him in society ; taikei 
the swordy and surpaasea the beasts of the forest in ferocity. 
Yety so far from thinking himself culpable, he deems his de. 
structive employment the most honorable of all human occu- 
patioQs, because governments have politically contrived to 
throw a glossy mantle, covered with tinsel and apangks, over 
the horrors of bloodshed and devastation* If govemmenta 
with all their riches and power, all their vaunted arts and sci. 
ences, ail the mysterious policy of cabinets, all the wisdom 
and eloquence of deliberating senates, are tmable to preserve 
the blessing oS peaces uninterrupted, during the short space 
of twenty yeais together, they niust be dreadfully fsuilty, 
either in their constitution or their administration. In what 
consists the fault ? I think in the selfish spirit of despotism^ 
pursuing the sordid or vain-gloi'ious purposes of the governors, 
with little regard to the real, substantial happiness of the gov* 
erned. Despotism in some mode or degree, has transformed 
the shepherds of the flock into wolves ; has appropriated the 
fleeces, shed the blood of the innoxious animals, tore down 
the fences of the sheepfold, and laid waste the pasture. 

<< Where is the government that has distributed property so 
equitably, as that none to whom existence has been given 
should want the necessaries of existence ; and where helpless 
age and infirmity, as well as helpless infancy, should find a 
pillar to repose on, and plenty to no)|rish it, without suppli. 
eating a man, equcU by nature, for the cold scanty relief of 
eleemosynary charity 1 The truth is, power gradually en* 
grosses property ; and the selfish spirit of despotism is ever 
striving to appropriate all the good, of every kind, which the 
earih is able to produce. 

<< The truth is, national glory ^ the trappings of a court, the 
parade of armies, the finery of external appearance, have been 
the silly objects of state solicitude ; while man was left to 
bewail, in the recesses of want and obscurity, that his mother 
had brought him into a world of woe, without means of com- 
fort or support, with little other prospect than to labour with- 
out ceasing, to fight those who never injured him, and to die 
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prdfhirturely^ unknown and unlaniented« Ail his wretched* 
ness has been i^gravated by the insuUs of unfeeling pride ; 
the neglect of aristocratic grandeur, which, under the spirit 
of despolieoB, mocked \f^ the false pageantry of life, those who 
were doomed to feel its real misery.. The rain pomp and 
glory, of the worlds held out the finger of scorn to that 
wretchedness which itself contributed to create, and would 
not relieve. 

<^ Aft^ all the language of court adulation, the praises of 
poets and orators, the statoes'and monuments erected to the 
fame (of conquerors and rulers,) the malignant consequences 
of their actions prove them to have been no other than con- 
spirators against the improvement and happiness of the human 
i^ce. What were their means of conducting their govern* 
ments, of exercising this office of Heaven's vicegerents 1 
Crafty, dishonest arts^ oppression, extortion ; and above all 
FIRE and swoRD. They dared to ape the thunder and light* 
ning of Heaven, and, assisted by the machinations of the 
Grand Adversary of mran, rendered their imitative contrivan- 
ces for destruction more terribie and deadly than the original. 
Their imperial robe derived its deep crimson color from hu- 
man blood ; and the gold and ckamonds of their diadems were 
accumulated treasures wrung from the famished bowels of the 
foor, born only to toil for others, to be robbed, to be wounded^ 
to be trodden under foot and forgotten in an early grave. 
How few, in companscm, have reached the age of three score 
and ten, and yet, in the midst of youth and health, their days 
have been full of labor and sorrow- Heaven's vicegerents 
seldom hestowed a thoi]^ht upon them, except when it was 
necessary either to inveigle or to force them to take the sword 
and march to slaughter. Where God caused the sun to shine 
gaily, and scattered (4enty over the land, his vicegerents dif- 
fused famine and solitude. The valley which laughed with 
corn, they watered with the tear of artificial hunger and dis- 
tress ; the plain that was bright with verdure, and gay with 
flowrets, they dyed red with gore. They operated* on the 
world as the blast of an east wind, as a pestilence, as a deluge, 
as a conflagration, And have they yet ceased from the 
earth ? Cast your eyes over the plains of Europe, the wilds 
of Africa, and the gardens of Asia, European despotism has 
united with oriental, to unparadise the provinces of India. 

19 
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^ Thus, if God, in his wisdom, has thought fit to allot us a 
few evils for the purpose of discipline^ the great ores of 
the world have endeavored to make the whole of life an evil 
to the despised and neglected mii«lioh. ^ The world is now 
old, and may profit by the lessons of Experience. She haa 
decisively declared, that Monarchy is the grand source of 
human misfortune, the Pandora's box out of which every 
curse has issued, and scarcely left even Hope behind. Des* 
potism, in its extreme, is fatal to human happiness, and, in 
all its degrees and modifications, injurious. The spirit of it 
ought therefore to be suppressed on the first and slightest 
appearance. It should be the endeavor of every good maa» 
pro virili, as far as his best abilities will extend, to extirpate 
all arbitrary government from the globe. It should be swept 
from the earth, or trampled under foot, from China to Peru* 
But no power is capable of crushing the Hydrai less than the 
Herculean arm of a whole people. 

<< I lay it. down as an incontrovertible axiom, that all whg 
are bom into the world have a right to be as happy in it as the 
unavoidable evils of nature, and their own disordered passions, 
will allow. The grand object of all good government, of all 
government that is not an usurpation, must be to promote this 
happiness, to assist every individual in its attainment and se- 
curity^ A government chiefly anxious about the emoluments 
of office, chiefly employed in augmenting its own power and 
aggrandizing its obsequious instruments, while it neglects the 
comfort and safety of individuals in middle or low life, is 
despotic and a nuisance. It is founded on folly as well as 
wickedness, and like the freaks of insanity, ^als mischief 
and misery around, without being able to ascertain or limit 
its extent and duration. If it should not be punished as crim- 
inal, let it be coerced as dangerous. Let the straight waist- 
coat be applied ; but let men, judging fellow men, alwa}^ 
spare the axe. 

" For what rational purpose could we enter into life 1 To 
vex, torment, and islay each other with the sword 1 No, by 
the sweet mercy of Heaven 1 I firmly believe, that the great 
King of Kings, intended every son and daughter of Adam to 
be as happy as the eternal laws of Nature, under his control, 
permit them to be in this sublunary state. Execrated and* 
exploded be all those politics, with Machiavel, or th^ l^yii 
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Being, their author, which introduce systems of goyemment 
and manners among the great, incpn^isteot with the happiness 
of the majority. Must real tragedies be forever acting on the 
stage of human life ? Must men go on forever to be tormen- 
tors and executioners of men ? Is the world never to profit 
by the experience of ages t Must not even tUtempts be made 
to improve the happiness of life, to improve government, 
though all arts and* sciences are encouraged in their progress 
to perfection ? Must the grand art, the sublimest science, 
that of meliorating the condition of human nature, be station- 
ary ? No ; forbid it reason, virtue, benevolence, religion ! 
Let the world be made more and more comfortable, to all 
who are allowed the glorious privilege of seeing the sun and 
breathing the liberal air. Our forefathers were oppressed by 
priests and despots, and driven from their natal country to 
seek an asylum among the more merciful savages of North 
America. Let us explode that folly, that priest-crafl, that 
bigotry which compelled them )o embark on a stormy sea, 
and seek refuge in a howling wilderness ; and let every mor- 
tal under the cope of heaven enjoy existence, as long as nature 
will allow the feasts to continue, without any restraints on lib. 
erty, but such as the majority of uncorrupted guests unite in 
agreeing to be salutary, and therefore conducive to the gen- 
eral festivity," 
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EXCELLENCE OF FEMALE CHARACTER. 



Who in this world of care and strife 
Doth kindly cheer and sweeten life, 
As friend, companion, and as wife ? 

True Womau! 

Who, by a thousand tender wiles, 

By fond endearments, words and smiles, 

Our bosom of its grief beguiles? 

Mild Woman ! 

Who makes our |)urest pleasures flow ; 
Extracts the rankling sting of woe, 
And warms the heart with transport's glow ? 

Lov'd Woman ! 

Who, of a nature more refin'd, 
Doth soften man's rude, stubborn mind, 
And makes him gentle, just, and kind ? 

Sweet Woman ! 

When, hours of absence past, we meet. 
Say, who enraptur'd runs to greet 
Our glad return, with welcome sweet ? 

Kind Woman ! 

Who by a word, a touch, a sigh. 
The simple glancing of her eye, 
Can fill the soul with ecstacy ? 

Dear Woman ! 

Eden we lost ensnar'd by vice ; 
But well has she repaid its price, 
Who renders earth a paradise. 

Blest Woman ! 



« Women have borae the king and all the people that bare 
rule by sea and land. Eves of them eame they ; and they 
nourished them up that planted the vineyards from whence 
the vine cometh. These also make garments for men, these 
bring glory unto men ; and without women cannot men be. 
Yea, and if men have gathered together gold and silver, or 
any other goodly thing, do they not love a woman which is 
comely in favour and beauty ? And letting all those things 
go, do they not gape, and even with open mouth fix their 
eyes fast on her ; and have not all men more desire unto her 
than unto silver or gold, or any goodly thing whatsoever ? 
A man leaveth his own father that brought him up, and his 
own country, and cleaveth unto his wife. He sticketh not to 
spend his life with his wife, and remembereth neither father 
nor mother nor country. By this also ye must know, that 
women have dominion over you : do w^ not labour and toil, 
and give and bring all to the woman ? Yea, a man taketh 
his sword, and goeth his way to I'ob and to steal, to sail upon 
the sea and upon the rivers ; and looketh upon a lion, and 
goeth in the darkness ; and when he hath stolen, spoiled, and 
robbed, he bringeth it to his love. Wherefore a man loveth 
his wife better than father or mother. Yea, many there be, 
that have run out of their wits for women, and become servants 
for their sakes. Many also have perished, have erred and 
sinned, for women. And now, do ye not all believe me? 
Is not the king great in his power ! Do not all regions fear 
to touch him ? Yet did I see him and Apame, the king's con. 
cubine, the daughter of the admirable Bartacus, sitting at the 
right-hand of the king, and taking the crown from the king's 
head, and setting it upon her own head : she also struck the 
king with her left-hand. And yet for all this, the king gaped 
and gazed upon her with open mouth: if she laughed upon 
him, he laughed also : but if she took any displeasure at him, 
the king was fain to flatter, that she might be reconciled to 
him again. O, ye men, how can it be but women should be 
strong, seeing they do thus ?" I. Esdras iv. 16 — 32. 

On the female half of the human family, devolves, at first, 
the important charge of the rising generation, those who 
must be the defenders of our natural rights, the supporters 
of our social privileges. It is they who form the mind to 
think, the heart to feel, and who *^ teach the young idea how 
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to shoot" when most suscef^le of impression. They pos. 
sess charms to captivate the VtinGst and enamour the best of 
men ; to lead mooarchs in silken chains, and eveo decide 
the fate of nations. 

Her pure, pious, fervent, affectionate heart, is the temf^e 
where holy love delights to dwell. I recollect when a youdi, 
of saiUng in shallow but most translucent water, whose bot- 
torn was studded with beds of coral, the brilliancy of which, 
I could see through the pellucid waves ; even so it is, with 
the pure and brilliant jewel, the humane female heart* 

Stimulated by disinterested philanthropy, afler the avoca- 
tions of each day is past, I appropriate that season which 
others necessarily spend in sleep, to the arrangement and 
composition of this and my other works. 

The following therefore, may be very properly ^called, 
*< Midnight Thoughts on the wretchedness existing in civilized 
Society ;" which, in many respects, may be considered an 
abyss of human degeneracy, strewed with briars and thorns, 
instead of a terrestrial paradise, carpeted with roses, which 
would undoubtedly be the case, were the votaries of civiliza- 
tion as tenacious of maintaining the characters of virtuous 
and benevolent persons, as they are those of honorable, right 
honorable, reverend and right reverend, excellency, d^c, ^. 
The most superficial view of civilized and savage nations, 
where literature flourishes, or where ignorance prevails, will 
furnish the philanthropist with woeful exhibitions, that ace 
enough to make female delicacy shudder, sensibility sigh, and 
humanity to melt into tears ; and what enhances Uie painful 
sensation is the melancholy reflection, that the miseries 
alluded (o, are not diminishing, through the influence and 
examples of the virtuous, but are, alas ! accumulating through 
the baneful allurements of the vicious. 

When I survey actual scenes, which seem almost too tra- 
gical to be authentic, too romantic to be real, too horrible ^ 
meet the ear or eye of the humane ; and when I reflect that it 
is utterly impossible for me to remedy those scenes of hu- 
man woe, involuntary desire rushes into my mind to be 
lodged in some solitary wilderness, where I might weep for 
the wretchedness and degradation of my fellow-creatures, 
children of the same original parents, created fi>r high beati-' 
tude in heaven, and to be lords of the creation on earth, a 
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Httle lower thaa the aogels, but, on account of moral evil, redu- 
ced one step below the brute, and but one above infemal.spirits. 

I profess to be a Philanthropist. I seek no better name, 
unless it be a Humanitist. 

What tongue can tell, what imagination can conceive the 
miseries peculiar to the defenceless orphan^ especially if a 
female ; perhaps led into the devious paths of folly by the 
votaries of seduction, those murderers of the human soul, 
those traitors to the human race, who, like the prowling wolf 
in the woodlands, or the voracious shark in the briny deep, 
go about seeking whom they may destroy and ruin. Torture 
of mind, agony of heart, depravity of morals, a torpid insen- 
sibility to all moral obligations^ are the result of their ravages 
on the person of the ruined female, perhaps an orphan. 

The rich, as well as the poor, are individually interested 
in the subject of our investigation. Indeed, the prosperity, 
nay, the very existmice of society, is connected with it. The 
children of rich parents are, by no means, out of the reach of 
disaster ; and, however they may feed their vanity and nur- 
ture their pride, they are, in common with others, obnoxious 
to diversified vicissitudes, misfortunes and temptations. With 
sympathetic pity, I view the futile, vain, and absurd pursuits 
of the personages who compose what are called the higher 
circles, though many of them are not only the children of 
poor parents, but were originally poor themselves; but either 
by industry or economy, by fraud or force, have accumulated 
riches, and of course popularity ; when lo ! they forget their 
origin, and look down with sovereign contempt upon their 
poor brethren. 

When the rich are. so peculiarly favoured by Providence 
above millions of their fellow-creatures, how great must ihek 
ingmtitude be, if they neglect tq return their thankful ac- 
knowledgments to the Author of all their Mercies ; and with 
their live^ as well as their lips, celebrate the great Creatorfs 
praise. For what purpo^ does^the Deity bestow riches upon 
a part of the lioman race. Is it to spend in vanity and su- 
perfluity ? or to be appropriated to the most benevolent pur- 
poses,, to wit, the support of God's poor; for he sends the 
poor and needy to the rich man's door, to try his heart : and 
the same pity which ha shows to them, will God show to him 
, at a future day. And every rich man should pray,^* 
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"Teach m© to feel another's woe. 

And hide' the fault I see : 
The mercy I to others show, 

That inercy show to me." 

How unj^ist and absurd it is for people to spend thetr time 
in hoarding up riches, for the splendid accommodations of 
their children, when they are in their graves ; ai\d yet, for- 
sooth, neglect to inculcate the precepts of moral rectitude 
or virtue on their juvenile minds. The thought never occurs 
to them, that wealth can only make them appear externally 
happy and respectable, but that virtue alone can make them 
appear extemcilly and feel internally happy, amidst ail the 
vicissitudes incident to our mortal state. They will not learn 
wisdom from experience* We see the extravagant children 
of parsimonious parents, spend in vanity and dissipation the 
immense fortunes accumulated by their, progenitors: and 
when that is gone, having been brought up in idleness, und 
unaccustomed to industry, the spendthrift makes use of un- 
lawful means to replenish* his purse ; and he is consequently 
brought to a premature and ignominious end. We will here 
venture a short extract on 

FEMALE EDUCATION. 

" Let your first care be to give your little girls a good pAy- 
tical education. Let their early years be passed, if possible, 
in the country, gathering flowers in the fields, and partaking 
of all the free exercises in which they delight. When they 
grow older, do not . condemn them to sit each listless day 
over their books, their tasks, their work, their maps, and 
their music. Be assured that half the number of hours 
passed in real attention to welUordered studies will make 
them more accomplished and more agreeable companions 
than those commonly are who have been most elaborately 
finished, in the modem acceptation of the term. Real ele- 
gance of demeanour springs from the mind; fashionable 
schools do but teach its imitation, whilst their rules forbid to 
be ingeouous. Philosophers never conceived the idea of so 
perfect a vacuum as is found to exist in the minds of young 
women supposed to have finished their education in such^ 
establishments. If they marry husbands as uninformed as 



FEMAltE EDUCATION. 2^ 

tlMiXMidves, they fall into habits of insigiiiiicance without 
much pain : if they marry persons more accomplished, they 
can retain no hold of their afiections. Hence many matri- 
monial miseries, in the midst of which the wife finds it a con- 
solation, to be always complaining of her health and ruined 
nerves. In the education of young women we would say — 
let them be secured from all the trappings and manacles of 
such a system: let them partake of every active exercise 
not absolutely unfeminine, and trust to their being able to get 
into or out of a carriage with a light and graceful step, which 
no drilling can accomplish. Let them rise early and retire 
early to rest, and trust that their beauty will not need to be 
coined into artificial smiles in order to secure a welcome, 
whatever room they enter. Let them ride, walk, run, dance, 
in the open air. Encourage the merry and innocent diver- 
sions in which the young delight : let them, under proper 
guidance, explore every hill and valley : let them plant and 
cultivate the garden, and mak^ hay when the summer sun 
shines, and surmount all dread of a shower of rain or the 
boisterous wind ; and, above all, let them take no medicine 
except when the doctor orders it. The demons of hysteria 
and melancholy might hover over a group of young ladies 
so brought up : but they would not find one of them upon 
whom they could exercise any power." — Foreign Quarterly 
Keview, 

There is nothing in nature more capricious, contagious, 
and at the same time, contaminating, than Fashion : hence, 
appearances and personages, which are now beheld with ap- 
probation and complacency, would twenty years ago, have 
been seen with shame, disgust and execration : and hence, 
mankind, in the different ages of the world, have practised 
the most unnatural and diabolical evils and vices, till they 
became both familar and fashionable. 

We will all agree, that to bring up the rising generation 
in the path of virtue, is an indispensable and important duty ; 
for, on the virtue of our children, the prosperity, nay the 
existence of society depends. It will, of course, appear that 
whatever precept or example is inculcated or exhibited in the 
present age to our youth, will, according to its merits or de- 
merits, have a deleterious or salutary tendency, in the subse- 
jquent generation. 
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As rational behigs, we should, both by precept and exam- 
pie, endeavour with indefatigable assiduity to improve the 
physical, intellectual and moral faculties of our offspring. 
By this means we will lay the foundation of a lifb of happi. 
ness and utility ; but, by a contrary line of conduct, facilitate 
their ruin. 

For a moment, reflect on the shortness of time, the cer- 
tainty of the approach of death, and the vanity of riches, 
(which this messenger will, sooner or later, force us to relin- 
quish) as well as on the intrinsic excellency of virtue, and 
the deformity of vice. 

None but the philanthropist and sincere christian can judge 
of the fatality of the contagious and popular vices which at 
present, as well as formerly, have brought destruction upon 
nations, desolation upon families, discord amongst friends, 
and ruin upon both the bodies and souls of men. For the 
debauchee,/ or fashionable libertine, being a stranger to the 
endearing connexions and affections by which families are 
connected, never anticipates the afflictions and dismay which 
his lawless crimes produce, in the bosoms of virtuous retire- 
ment. He thinks little about the tears he will cause to flow, 

ft 

and the anguish and despair he will create. Not unlike the 
spider which spreads his fallacious snare, and watches with 
anxious solicitude the moment. the unconscious fly approaches 
it, when he rushes on his innocent prey, which struggles to 
gain its liberty and life, but, alas ! in vain ; and if it should 
extricate itself, it is so debilitated and wounded that it never 
recovers strength, but lingers through life in perfect misery. 
Thus this pest of society lays in wait to. entangle and destroy 
innocent females, who have no friepds to de^nd them, and 
no relatives to redress their wrongs. If a solitary gleam of ^ 
pity flashes across his iron mind, it is instantly eSaced by 
the more potent call of lawless passion. 

I am bold to say, that «ome fashionable females would be 
less fascinating were they to go altogether naked : for in- 
stance, a person may display in part an object, which will be 
truly captivating by exhibiting the most attracting part to 
view, and screening the rest as still more delightful. 

There is not an individual of the human family (idiots and 
lunatics excepted,) who has not one or more talents imparted, 
and a portion of salutary labour appropriated for the exercise 
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of such talent or talents, by the impifovement of which he mayi 
in a greater or less degree, promote the glory of God, in the 
cause of virtue, and the good of mankind. 

The Eternal prohibits his children from nothing but what 
would be injurious to them. Those who obey his requirings, 
enjoy a paradise on earth, in reflecting that they, with a sin« 
cere heart, endeavour to do his will. Thus, in the midst of 
misfortune and disappointment, the virtuous are crowned with 
joy and peace, while the vicious are tormented with . the 
t thoughts of their present guilt, and the prospect of their 
future misery. 

The injudicious farmer suffers his colt to remain in the 
woodlands (instead of raising and nurturing it under his im- 
mediate inspection) till it has gained it? native strength, with 
accumulated fierceness. The o^mer, being pressed by bis 
wants, now pursues, endesyoiinag to recover his horse, but 
in vain. The horse is, j^^ndered useless to him, and dangerous 
to the public through his negle^. Thus thousands of chiU 
dren are not only useles^-to their parents,^ but bring their 
grey hairs with sorrow to the grave, through their wildness 
and difobedience^ And they not only endanger the peace 
of others by ^eir blind impetuosity, but hurry themselves 
headlong^to excesses which terminate in their ruin« 

The child of a savage, and that of a sage, are (excepting 

tb^ir hereditary dispositions) the same by nature. By letting 

-them remain uncultivated, they will both be wild, though it 

may be, their quickness of cultivation may not be the same 

on their intellectual improvement. 

Let us for a moment cast our eyes on the theatre of war 
in Europe, and ask our hearts the caUse of all this havoc, 
slaughter, discord, devastation, and anarchy which we behold. 
— While individuals, ^milies, and nations arm for war, and, 
on the most trifling occasions, rush against each other with 
the fury of roaring lions, and with the impetuosity of maniacs, 
malevolent and furious to spill each other's blood, the answer 
is ready, the reason is obvious, to wit, passion ! unrestrained, 
unhallowed PASsioxr And it is not the present age only 
that has been famous, or rather infamous, for the depreda- 
tions of sanguinary warfare, but also former generations have 
tinged the native green with cruel red ; have cast Iiba|ions 
of human bipod into the briny deep ; have raised whole 
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hefcatombs of human bodies, as trophies in honour of the 
ffoddess of victory. And when we descend from national to 
mdividual suicide, we behold with an equal degree of horror, 
the tragical catastrophes resulting from domestic and individual 
discord : here we see revenge, envy, covetousness, jealousy, 
rage, with unbridled license : here the outlawed villain sends 
the glittering death through the guiltless body of the inofien- 
sive traveller ; robs him of his money, while his blood is yet 
warm on the reeking blade. There the legal villain, on ac- 
count of some trifling misunderstanding, calls his brother into ' 
the field, and sends the leaden ball through his body with 
impunity, while he screens himself from all imputation under 
the august candpy of public patronage or popular custom. 

I do, indeed, exalt the female character higher than the 
male, in those qualifieatiOAit which ennoble human nature, 
and assimilate it to the angelic ; benevolence, sympathy, com- 
miseration, and in every other acquirement which men have, 
or ever will succeed, the ntktural genius of women can, if 
improved, make,, with equal opportunities, the same attain- 
ments. My object is to show women themselves what noble, 
exalted, glorious beings they are, while they act conformably 
to their high vocation. 

In most parts of the world, females are considered by the 
male part of society, merely as objects of sensual eonvcbience 
and domestic accommodation ; possessed with animal, but 
destitute of immortal spirits ; and even in Christendom, many 
degrade and represent them as inferior, in point of intellec- 
tual faculties to the male. 

I must impute this strahge infatuation, this unnatural con- 
elusion, to error in education, a wrong association of ideas in 
youth, which is handed down from one generation to another, 
as it were, by hereditary succession ; till that hypothesis, 
which is in fact, an insult to common sense, daily experience, 
and the nature of things, is, by custom, reduced to a natural 
supposition, a received opinion. 

Is not a judicious, education the best fortune a child, 
whether male or female, can receive ? Why then, have a 
large majority of the sons of men adopted the most spurious, 
the most unjust, and ungenerous sentiments respecting the 
female character, and the most farcical and ludicrous notions 
respecting female education? Why in the name of wonder. 
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is the Cttltivatioii of th^ female mind, even hy ihe refined 
sons of Europe, considered merely as a matter of secondary 
consideration, except it is amongst the rich and affluent; 
and even then one would suppose, by the education that many 
parents give their daughters, that they intend them to be play- 
fKStors or dancing girls^ instead of being the prudent and judi. 
cious modiers of respectable fomilies ; and this, I will be bold 
to say, is the radical cause that multitudes of these characters 
called ladies, are the most useless beings, the most vain, capri« 
eiooa, versatile, gaudy, and afiected mortals in the creation. 

Let ardent heroes seek renown in arms, 
Pttnt after fame, and rush to war's alarms ; 
To shining palaces let ibols resort, 
And dunces cringe to be esteem'd at court ; 
Mine be the pleasure of a rural life, 
From noise remote, and ignorant of strife; 
No costly furniture should grace my hall ; 
But curling vines ascend upon the wall, 
Whose pliant branches should luxuriant twine, 
While purple clusters, swell'd with future wine : 
To slake my thirst, a liquid lapse distil, 
Prom craggy rocks, and spread a limpid rill. 
No trumpets there with martial clangour sound. 
No prostrate heroes strew the crimson'd ground ; 
No groves of lances glitter in the air, 
' Nor thundering drums provoke thj& sanguine war : 
But white-rob'd peace, and universal love 
Smile in the field and brighten every grove. 
There all the beauties of the circling year, 
In native ornamental pride appear. 
There from the polished fetters of the great, 
Triumphal piles, and gilded rooms of state ; 
Prime ministers and sycophantic knaves, 
niustrious villains, and illustrious slaves ; 
From ail the vairi formality of fools. 
An odious task of arbitrary rules ; 
The ruffling cares which the vex'd soul annoy, 
The wealth the rich possess, but not enjoy. 
Vd live retir'd, contented, and serene, . 

Forgot, unknown, nnenvied, and unseen. 

20 
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Bledsing my natal and my morkd hour, 
(My soul committed to the eternal power) 
Inexorable death diiould smUe, for I, 
Who knew to uve, would never ^ear to die." 

The question still recurs, Why the degradation of the female 
character? Why are they, or a very great proportion of 
them» reduced to mere cyphers in the scale of beings ? Is it 
because they are devoid of those Inrilliant qualifications that 
shine so conspicuous in the sons of men ? Those noble quali- 
fications if not superior, are at least equal, in the female cha- 
racter ; and nothing but the poison of false education, the 
wrong association of juvenile ideas, are the cause why the 
native genius and inherent endowments of females do not 
burst forth and shine with renovated splendor. 

We might make a long deduction of examples, to prove 
the super-excellence of the female character, and that they 
have excelled in many of the departments of civil and savage 
society, and have eventually proved an ornament not only to 
their own- sex, but to human nature* I refer the reader to 
the many volumes of female biography and works of female 
authors, to prove my arguments. 

As a specimen of female energy, I might mention S^mtra- 
mis, the consort of Ninus, the sovereign of the ancient and 
celebrated city of Nioeveh. She was previously the wife of 
one of his officers, and distinguished herself so much. by her 
heroic exploits, that the king not only married her, but left 
her his crown at his death. 

"This ambitious princess being desirous, in her turn to 
render her name immortal, in a very few years built the city 
of Babylon, to such an amazing extent that it far exceeded 
Nineveh, its walls being of sufficient thickness to allow six 
chariots to go abreast. 

<< The quays, the bridge over the Euphrates, the hanging 
gardens, the prodigies of sculpture and architecture, the tem- 
ple of Belus, which had in it a golden statue forty feet high, 
though they were not all works of Semiramis, yet they were 
much improved -and embellished by her. 

Time and. space would fail ipe to mention the many female 
characters who have signalized themselves by their ingenious, 
heroic, and invincible achiev^nents, from the reign of this 
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celebrated wdman, to that of the empress Catharine of Ruasia ; 
and with respect to philanthropy and munificence, they un- 
questionably abound nrore, far more among the female than 
the male part of society ; and with reference to the finer 
feelings which adorn human nature, if we candidly consider 
them on an average, we shall be obliged to relinquish the 
palm in favour of women. Were I inclined, I could, per- 
haps, trace a line of tender feelings, benevolent emotions, in 
a direct course, through every clime, not excluding the most 
savage, from Eve, the mother of the human family, to the 
members which compose that intrinsically inunificent institu- 
tion, entitled the Widow's Saeidy, and exclusively organized 
by a number of respectable ladies of New- York, for the sup- 
port and protection of helpless and disconsolate widows and 
orphan children. 

Yet those characters, who can, with impunity, forego the 
sacred delights peculiar to the philanthropist, and neglect to 
fulfil the cardinal duties peculiar to Christianity, would feel 
condemnation if they neglected to attend a social ceremonial 
or sacramental meeting, intended for their personal benefit. — 
And they think, because they attend hypocritic rites and 
penal creeds, that they will of course, meet the approbation 
of the Deity, though they neglect the more important duties 
of hospitality and benevolence to their brethren — the progeny 
of Adam collectively. 

There seems to be an evident declension in christian char- 
ity among many of the professed votaries of revealed religion ; 
a selfish parsimonious disposition,' utterly repugnant to the 
principles of moral rectitude, as well as incompatible with, 
and uncoog^al to, evangelical religion. Can a selfish pe- 
nurious man be a christian ? Not with my views of christian. 
ity. How different is the pions philanthropist, whose delight 
is to bless, (were his power equal to his affectiont) and circle 
the human family in one kind embrace. 

** Charity, decent, modest, easy, kind, 
Softens the high, and rears the abject mind. 
Knows with just reins, and gentle hand, to guide 
Between vile shame and aibitraiy pride, 
Not soon provok'd, she easily forgives ; 
And much she suffers, as ^ much Mievea. 
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Soft peace (die brioga wherever she arrives : 
She builds our quiet, as she forms our lives ; 
Lays t^e rough paths of peevish nature even ; 
And opens in each heart a little heaven. 

*' Each other gift, which God on man bestows^ 
Its, proper bounds and due restrictions knows ; 
To one fix'd purpose dedicates its power ; 
And finishing its act, exists no more. 
Thus, in obedience to what Heaven decreesi 
Knowledge shall fail, and prophecy shall cease ; 
But lasting charity's more ample sway, 
Nor bound by time, nor subject to decay, 
In happy triumph shall forever live, 
And endless good diffuse, and endless praise receive. 
. ' May mutual love to mutual good provoke, 
A three-fold cord that never can be broke ; 
To raise the helpless, and to soothe distress^ 
To bless the sick, the oppressed to redress ; 
To screen the orphan from the impending blow. 
To ease the widow's heart of latent wo ; 
To cheer the faint, and gently to reprove 
The stubborn heart» by offices of love. 
Your gifU to these essential joy imparts, 
And proves the gracious feelings of your hearts ; 
Your aid supports a drooping parent's age ; 
And still the widow's poignant woes assuage ; 
Yovff aid still sooths the way .worn orphan's griefs 
And to her artless cries still yields relief; 
For you my prayers to Heaven shall stiil be bome^ 
On the first breese that hails the golden mora. 
While those who view the orphan's dire distress* 
Without kind pity, nor their woes ledreos, 
Shall from their judge, on the eternal shore 
Receive such pity as they gave before ; 
Professors who pretend to love the Lord, 
Yet to his poor no succour will afford ; 
Their base pretensions are impertinence. 
Hostile to reason and to common sense. 

The female claim to mental equality is questioned) and 
their reasoning fiMuHieB depreciatedy not only by Mahome- 
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t^mSt but even by chiifitians. aad philosophers ; and many 
authora of the most respectable talents. The celebrated La« 
yater, the, great physiogoomist, has uoequivocally asserted, 
^< that women know not how to think ; they perceive, and 
can associate ideas, but can go no further," How astonish- 
ing it is, that a noan of Layater's ingenuity and eelebrity 
could believe or assert such a spurious and fallacious senti* 
ment. Had he listened to the Qaptivatiog brilliancy of the 
elocution of Aspasia, and ascertained the depth of her phi- 
losophy ; the powers of whose mind struck with amasement 
and admiration evea the, eloquent Pericles ; had be recog* 
ni?^ the sublime Corinna, contending with, and wiiming the 
prize from, the famous Pindar, of Thebes, by her verse ; had 
he investigated with candour the ingenious, though abstruse 
writings of Wolstoncraft ; had he been present in the conn* 
cils in which queen Elizabeth presided ; aad in which (^ 
displayed political ingenuity superior to a majority, of her 
predecessor and successor sovereigns ; he would undoubtedly 
have beep of a different opinion. 

Indeed, I capnot help. believing, that the eonlMnpt for the 
mental capacity of the seXy expressed by noany. learned au- 
thors, proceeds more from envy than ignorance ; more from 
want of candid consideration, than from want of literary pene- 
tration* 

Is it impossible to break asunder the adamantine fetters, 
with which custpm has shackled their energetic minds ? . Why 
is G^ th^ir natural equaHty established? Why is it that in 
the multiplicity of revolutions and counter-revolutions that 
have latteriy taken place in the world, the scientific improve- 
ment of females, favourable to their iittellectual emancipation, 
has not been effected. Even the few who have, inagnani- 
mously passed the boundaries of male, usurpation, have too 
often wasted their illustrious talents in chimerical and romantic, 
instead of benefiGial and scientific composit^n. We have 
seen the works of women who wer^ blest wjA «uper-eminent 
qualifications and superlative talents, (but^KK) often on subjects 
o( little use) clothed in the most sublinie language. 

A hundred thousand instances n^nt be adduced, to show,, 
how grievously, the rights of women are infringed : though 
they themselves are not seneable of it : even in a r^igious 
point of view, how unjustly ia .the femak mind shaclded,? 

20* 
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Ill aneient diiries, (he propheteBses as well as prophets were 
allowed and eneouraged to preach, or as it was then called 
prophesy ; hut in modern times, a holy and almost seraphic 
wmale, the fkvourite of heaven, and child of God ; if her hea- 
▼enly Father should move her by his ^spirit, to bear a testi. 
mony for him to his guilty creatures, the clergy are up in arms 
and unanimously say it shall not be so. l%ius we see, even 
dbe will of heaven is counteracted by the tyranny of custom, 
except among the Quakers. But what makes this picture 
tenfeM more degrading to human nature and insulting to com- 
mon sense, is the peculiar contrast between the character 
and conduct of some ministers and some of the congregations. 
H^e we see a youth sent to cc^lege with his two brothers, 
one to be instructed for an attorney at law, one for an officer 
in the army, and the bther for a minister of religion ; the joVe- 
Bile preacher learns a smattering of Latin, ^w to write a 
sermon ; and, forsooth, skips from - the college to the pulpit, 
with his head M\ of elocution ; but, alas ! bis heart full of 
emptiness: this young manufactured parson assumes die 
gown and band for liberal wages ; while the h<^y, and, per- 
haps, eloquent female we have just depicted is compelled to 
sHence. 

The liberality of sentiment manfested by the Society ef 
Friends, in this respect, is truly admirable and worthy of imi- 
tation ; and also, the appearance and apparel of thetr young 
women. Hew amiable, how modest, and how beautiful 1 

Among those discreet females, who ennoble human m^ore, 
we not ^y recognize the fair sex, but also the cheiishing 
sex, who . cherish the widow and orphan, clothe the naked, 
and feed the poor; the pious sex, who nurture their offspring 
as the candklates of heaven, and as sojourners on earth ; they 
teach them to draw the sincere milk of the word with that 
of the breast. The pacific sex, who delight not in war nor 
the discord of nations or societies; the sympathetic sex, 
whose hearts melt at human woe, and who are precipitate to 
alleviate the sorrowa of the children of afflietion. 

I remember that my mother and sisters, my wife and 
daughters were women, and that the God of Nature intended 
man to be their protector at^ defender ; the ardent and inde- 
fatigable defender of the sex who are the votaries of virtue, 
humaniiy, mad delicate eensibttity. 



In attempting to investigate the cause. 6f female degrada. 
ti<m, my mmd is led imperceptiMy to ooiitem]^ate the'tnisera- 
ble state of millions of poor unhappy females^ whb, at this 
very moment, are the victims of the avarice, and consequently 
the promiscuous lust of the traitore and fyrants of mankind ; 
I mean the oppressed daughters of the African raoe^ from 
whose chains, death alone is expected to relieve them. 

O, death ! the negro's welcome friend, 

« The dearest and the best," 
How joyful is the hour you bring 

The weary slave to redt. 
When from the cruel tyrant's grasp, 

By friendly Death he's torn ; 
To taste the Uest relief of those, 

Who cease on earth to mourn. 

I need not, in this place, recapitulate the unparalleled suf* 
ferings of these wretched victims of our avarice ; this I have, 
already done in my other performances, (see the Gruardian 
Genius,) to the best of my poor abilities. Suffice it to sa;y : 
The son and sire are daily and hourly tormented by their 
cruel ta^ masters, who force them to undergo extremity of 
toil and hardship : to forego not only the comforts, but ev«n 
the necessaries of life. While they endure seventy of toil, 
they receive only penury of food ; and, to aggriivate their 
miserable doom, they are forced, with weeping eyes and ago- 
nizing hearts, to see their wives and daughters,' not only the 
victims of the avarice, but subjected to the promiscuous hist 
of their oppressors. 

An individual ruffian, that is the owner of an estate of 200 
slaves, appropriates all the young females lor his seraglio ; 
there is, of course, a motley race of half white and half black 
children, produced by the owner, yet not considered legiti. 
mate ; they are of course, continued as slaves t hence these 
promiscuously t)egotten children, when arrived at the years of 
maturity, being ignorant of their progenitors, promiscuously 
and unwittingly commit incest^ with all its beastly concomi- 
tants; — But I must cease delineating this truly degrading 
picture of human depravity, as being too shocking for the ear 
of detieacy tO' hear, the eye of philanthropy to view, or the 
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heart of humapUy to recognisse. Human nature^ ia degra- 
ded, to the hrutal for the pleasure of the voluptuous epieure ; 
the laws of nature are inverted, though not the laws of grace ; 
for, while the tyrant is chaining the mangled limbs and 
lacerated bodies of hts slaves, their souls, perhaps, are, at the 
self-same moment, holding sweet converse with God. 

The foundation of civil liberty and social virtue, is shaken 
to maintain the superiority of demons in human form. I will 
prove the validity of this assertion, by exhibiting the prema- 
ture fate of Hayti, which presents itself at once to prove to a 
demonstration the force of my hypothesis. The thousands 
of white planters, who, some few years ago, were scourging, 
with unrelenting cruelty, the exiled sons of Africa, in that 
unhappy country, have been cruelly massacred by the same 
exiled and exasperated Africans. Only seven hundred, out 
of several thousands, were spared for a time, and afterwards 
butchered by order of Dessalines, except a few artificers re- 
tained for local purposes. The insurrections of Jamaica are 
also in point. 

The most eligible method to call the juvenile mind, not 
only to investigate and admire, .but even to, practice and par- 
ticipate social virtue, or benevolence is, example^ When the 
child is attempting to kill a fly, or. any other insect, by ap- 
pearing to pity and sympathize with its sufferipgs, and, show- 
ing that cruelty is wrong and displeasing to God. By.incul- 
43ating such sentiments, the child may be led to feel mercy, 
and show clemency to all the animal creation. 

Too niany good men use the most injudicious means to 
make their children good. First, the nurse begins >vith the 
infant almost' as soon as he- can lisp, to terrify him with the 
idea of a superior being, that will punish with vindictiveness. 
His heavenly Parent, by such imprudent nurses, is metamor- 
phosed to a raw-head and bloody bones, or to a hobgoblin, or 
some other phantom of the brain, to frighten the child to sleep : 
thus a foundation is laid at the most important period of life, ' ' 
for the most invincible prejudices, the most unconquerable 
superstitions to be built upon. Aversion and terror are. en« 
gendered, while love and tenderness are annihilated ; that 
love which can be implanted, I had almost said,sQoi|er than 
any other passion, for daily experience prov«s that it is geo- 
e^^Uy the, easiest thing in Uf^, to gain the afieqtion of a child 
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hy aeto of love and ienderpem ; while, on the other hand, by 
hacdnesfih and mofoseneaa, we as easily imbibe in them batre4 
and disgust ; and perhaps, at the same time, a manner of 
lear and terror. 

It therefore appears evident, that the only way to induce 
them to place their juvenile afibction on the Deity, is by ex. 
hibicing him as their friend, not as thear enemy ; as one that 
loves them supremely, and not as one that will punish them 
inexombly. But it; is not only by nurses, but also by parents 
truly religious, and even ministers of religion, that sentiments 
have been depictured in children's minds, that have a direct 
tendency to connect g^oom and horrc^ with religion, i^straint 
and infelicity with godliness. 

' Soine people prematurely separate from their childr^a soon 
ailer their Inrth, and give them in charge to itinerant nurses, 
who caimot be supposed to feel the same tender solicitude 
for their welfare as their parents naturally feel ; they are, of 
course, resigned to the caprice of persons^ who oflen punish 
them in the most cruel manner, while the poor little sujSerem 
oannoC tell who injured and imposed upon them ; and female 
chUdven often, very often, receive the seeds of unchastity from 
tiieir nurses ; which prove in following years, the cause of 
thmr destruction. 

My fether, with whom I lived till I was sixteen years old» 
I always disr^arded, on account of the appearance of mo;!* 
roseness in his physiognomy, and the distance he kept his 
dbildren at, though he was by no means severe : but seemed, 
to be as (tostitute of paternal tenderness, as I was of filial 
piety. I would, therefore, recommend parents, who wish te 
gain, and keep tiieir clukiren's affection, to attend to the old 
proverb, *<Love begets love^" and nothing else but love^ 
whether human or diyine. 

What has a partictdiar tendency to /iegrade the female 
character, and encourage men to encroach upon the natuni 
rights of women, is, the ridiculous partiality of mothers in 
particular and parents in gentwal, to their male, in preference 
to their female children. One would suppose, that such char* 
acters were virtually if not practically, the votaries of Ma* 
hometanism ; that they did not beUeve in the immateriality 
of the souls of females ; but that tliey were created and put 
into the world, merely for the sensual convenience of men 
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and for their domestic accommodation, and, of cpurae, thiA 
men ace of decided and transcendent superiority to wmnen. 

Th^re are men, and good men too» not pagans, bat real 
christians, the pirejudices of whose education remain uncon** 
quered, and who (though affectionate in other respectsV con- 
sider their wives merely as domestic beings, whose element 
is a nnrisery, and whose bunness is exclusively confined to 
donaestic economy, and maternal solicitude, without any re* 
ference to Geological vocations, scientific improvement, or 
intellectual refinement. Men of this description are capable 
of blasting' the domestic peace, and casting a mental gloras 
over the women, who a^^e so unfortunate as to be united, with 
them in th,e bands of holy matrimony. 

Mothers, above all other people, should be well informed 
in all the branches of useful literature; in order that diey 
may be capable to inform their children. When this is not 
the case, the children who receive a classical educatioBr, are 
too apt to look down with contempt, upon their illiterate 
mothers, when they return from colleges, and other semina. 
ries of learning. They should, therefore, consider prudence 
and propriety, not as sexual virtues ; but should inculcate 
sentiments of delicacy and justice upon the minds of their 
male, as well as female progeny : by this means that umiat. 
ural contempt for the female character, which I have been 
execrating, will be done away ; and that hereditary prejudice, 
produced by the father's impropriety, and mother's impru-> 
dence, would be obviated ; we should no more see the laws of 
prudence and common sense outraged ; and common decen- 
cy violated. ^ . 

Young women bring themselves to ruin and disgri^ce, by 
too implicitly believing the vague promises of men; who 
flatter to deceive. Parents are certainly extremely reprehen- 
nble, focencouraging too much fiim^arity between the sexes ; 
as well as for not carefully explaining to their daughters, the 
dangers resulting therefrom. Thousands of virgins have been 
ruined by this means : but as some freedom is justifiable, 
and as a prudent intercourse is commendable, females, when 
courted, shoufld act with the most becoming reservedness and 
modesty, in the presence of their suitors ; assuring them«i 
selves, tiiat no man of real hoQor» or virtuous sensibility, will 
expect the opposite couurse. 
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Whba I went first to school^ my teachers were inflexiUy 
morese and sev^e : all was severity, and no encouragement ; 
ttie consequence was, instead of being constituted a 89hoIar 
by attending this senainary, I was made a dunce ; I was so 
intimidated by corporeal correction, and mental intimidation, 
that I was rendered stupid both in and out of school. I 
studied about nine years, and much money was expended 
during that time, for my tuition. Yet I am confident, I could 
learn more now in nine months, than I did in that nine years. 
I feel irritated almost when I reflect on the cruel manner in 
which I was used ; I not only say for trivial faults, but also 
for no faults at all. I have received such a severe whipping, 
as to be lefl in a gore of blood, because I eould not repeat my 
grammar lesson word tor word, which I had done to my 
school fellow, with great facility, a few moments before I was 
assaulted, but, being terrified at the furesence of my unfeel- 
ing instructor, I had forgot, every word when he examined 
me ;. I consequently was designated by the opprobrious epi« 
th«t of dunce : and, in fact, I was rendered such by the crudty 
«)d impolicy of my instructors : for I hope I will not be con« 
sidered a pedant, when I affirm that nature never formed 
me such a character. Hence, I believe a cruel and injudi- 
cious teacher is a pest to society, and an intellectual mur- 
derer. I do not, by any means, wish to insinuate, that a 
teacher should never correct his pupils ; there are a variety of 
ways without corporal punishment : but, at any rate, I must 
say, gentleness should always mitigate severity ; mildness be 
blended with chastisement. A teacher should never inflict 
corporeal punishment on his pupils except for actual cruelty. 

Worldly persons consider riches as the nerves of the con- 
jugal state : hence, parents sacrifice their children's present 
peace and future prosperity at the shrine of that greedy god, 
]^ammon. An avaricious person will marry his daughter, 
perhaps not more than sixteen years of age, to a man old 
enough to be her grand father, merely because he is rich. 
For the sake of filthy lucre, the girl is forced contrary to 
her inclinations (which, by the by in such cases as these are 
seldom consulted,) and to her previous engagements, to give 
het hand and person to one man, while she has given her 
heart to cuiother ; the consequence of which is, she is plunged 
into a labyrinth of misery, from which nothing but death 
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ean relieve her — she is almoec compelled to be imFaillifil! to 
her hoary headed husband, though she may be, by nature and 
educajtion, virtuous. For, how is it possible she ean live 
happy with a man sixty years older than herself t Oh ! how 
many beautiful young women have been ruined in this man- 
ner, by their pansmoiiioiis parents ! Sudi parents, I will be 
bold to say, are more guilty in the sight of heaven, than the 
highway robber ; for, be only titkes the traveller'ii money ; 
but they rob their child of peace and tranquillity her^, and 
place such stumbling-blocks, such invmciUe temptations, be« 
fore her, that it is almost impossible for her to retain her 
integrity, and, of course, she is plundered at the shrine of 
.avarice, of her present and eternal peace. 

In such marriages the lady, with virtue unsullied, and pru. 
dence unimpeachable, sometimes loses her good name ; as 
people consider it impossiUe for her to be sentimentally, as 
well as practically virtuous, placed in such an indelicate situ- 
ation. Her old husband, well considering mrcumstances^ 
naturally suspects her of coquetry ; for such men generally 
prove jealous husbands when possessed of young wives ; and, 
indeed, the young libertine will naturally lay siege to such a- 
lady's virtue, as he suspects, that she has every reason to 
encourage an intrigue. Thus is she brought into the very 
jaws of destruction by her insane- parents, and if she miracu- 
Ibusly escapes being contaminated, her good name is still 
liable to be tarnished by calumny, and adulterated by the 
censorious. 

<< Who steals my purse, steals trash ; 

Tis something, nothing — ^'twas mine, 'tis his, 

And has been slave to thousands ; 

But he who filches from me my good name, 

Robs me of that, which not enriches him. 

But makes me poor indeed." 

It sometimes happens, that very yoong women willingly 
marry old men, and thus sacrifice their own persons at Uie 
shrine of Mammon. They have to live with men they can- 
not love, as it were in a perpetual prison ; they must submit 
to their caprice and jealousy, and all for the love of money, 
which they cannot enjoy ; for what are riches when oom^ 
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ptkTfiA to peace afid tranqiHlIity of mind ? The characters of 
fiueh Billy avaricious fair ones are pointedly described by Lord 
Lyttleton. 



** The meet abandon'd courtezans are they. 
Who not to love but avarice fall a prey, 
And what avails the specious name of wife ; 
A maid so wedded^ is a Jlw« for life." 

I would not only forewarn young women from giving any 
liberty, incompatible with modesty, to their suiters, previous 
to marriage, as noting is more calculated to cause such 
suiters, if scoundrels, (however affectionate) to forsake them 
for ever, than imprudence and immodesty on their part ; but 
I would particularly advise ^em to be as careful to keep 
their affections after, as to gain them before that ceremony. 
Neglecting this caution, has been the ruin of millions. 

<< Think not, the husband gain'd, that all is done, 
The prize of happiness must still be won ; 
And oft the fnit one finds that to her cost. 
The lover in the husband may be lost." 

I may also hint at the injustice of separating true and wor- 
thy lovers on account of wealth ; such cruel proceedings have 
produced many a suicide ; and brought many a loving cou- 
ple through complicated scenes of soff|t>w and woe, to a pre- 
mature death. 

None know their grief but they who lov'd so weU, . 
They, only they can half their sorrow tell ; 
These, only these can pity, weep, and melt, 
Those cannot lympathize who never felt. 

Disappointed love has slain its thousands of the human &m. 
ily ; and a great proportion of them, through the inflexibility 
and capnciousness of parental impolicy, penurious solicitude, 
or family pride. How many cruel parents, with more than 
savage insensibility, have sacrificed their children's present 
and eternal happiness, before they wouM relinquish a particle 
of their wealthy pride and hereditary pretensions f 
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A powerful motive to humanity is, the impossibility of 
avoiding the maledictioD and penalties of that august tribu- 
nal, — that omnipresent monitor, that inexorable reprover, 
conscience. Though you may escape the laws and censures 
of men, you cannot escape this divinity, planted in your own 
breast, who is always accusing or excusing, commending or 
reprehending according to the merit or demerit of your actions. 
If you take the, wings of an angel and fly into the heavens, 
or of a demon into the pit of hell, or the uttermost parts of the 
earth, you cannot possibly escape the scrutiny of this impar- 
tial judge, this true monitor. If there were no future rewards 
and punishments, would it not be wisdom in you to live a 
humane Ufe, to avoid the lai^es of a guilty conscietieet 
Which of the faculties of the human mind improve by fol- 
lowing the fashions and fopperies of any age ? For my part I 
do not know of any. It rather poisons their energies, pre- 
vents their useful tendencies, and at last contaminates the 
innocent pleasures of hfe ; nay, ruins the constitutions of its 
votaries. That young woman, who caught a cold, a con- 
sumption, and a premature death, by following the fashions, 
proves the force of my arguments ; as well as her compan- 
ion, whose pallid countenance and emaciated body, declares 
to every candid mind that the shrine of fashion commonly 
called the temple of pleasure, is rather the receptacle of pol- 
lution, the repository of disorder, and the sepulchre of death. 

To demonstrate the fataUty of indulging injudicious attach- 
mients, and allowing men of loose morals too much ^uniliar- 
ity, I need only point to the histories of many unhappy 
females, who became the victims of matrimonial infelici^ 
through injudicious prepossessions. Some females who pro* 
fess to be discerning and discreet, will not hesitate to affirm, 
that <*a reformed rake makes ihe best husband." I am 
truly astonished that a woman of common discretion and 
virtue, would harbour such a thought, much less express 
such a sentiment ! Surely^ she cannot be acquainted with 
human nature, the depravity of the heart and the invin- 
cibility of bad habits, or she would not suppose that such 
a man can make a good virtuous husband. No man who 
may properly be denominated a Ubertine, can make (I will 
not say a good, but even) a just hud^and. No ovil prop^a- 
sity is more uneonqueraUe when confirmed by habit, and 
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constitutionftl weakness, than incontinence; and tiiough snch 
men, when they place their auctions on women, and find 
seduction impracticable to accomplish their wishes, they of 
course marry them, previously making promises of etemei 
constancy ; yet, alas * the moment opportunity ofiers (for, by 
the by, they will not require importunity to solicit), they turn 
like the dog to his vomit, or the sow^ that was waited to her 
wallowing in the mire ; and, indeed, I will say tlss much for 
them, they cannot conquer their inclination, while under the 
influence of this dreadful depravity. 

I refer to &cts to prove my arguments :— ^witness how 
many wives are neglected and despised by their huBbandSy 
who are the uniform attendants of places of infamous resort^ 
and the violent votaries of seduction. Admit, for argument's 
sake, that -the reformed rake does prove faithful to the bridal 
bed ; yet then, even then, let the virtuous female make a 
comparative estimate of his character, and that of a unifijrmly 
modest man — ^who has iei pure heart and unadulterated affec- 
tions, to present to the woman of his choice. She can never, 
in the moments appropriated to reilect|pn> think or say of her 
husband ; — ^he has by intemperance corrupted his principles, 
vitiated his taste for domestic enjoyments, enslaved himself 
to the most detestable crimes, often laid the snares of seduc- 
tion, ruined female innocence, and abandoned to infamy and 
shame the girls who adored him, and whom he seduced from 
the paths m virtue! ; he has haunted all the brothels within 
his reach, and, after all, presented me with the leavings of 
strumpets, a ruined constitution, a depraved heart, and a cor- 
rupt taste, which only requires an opportunity when it will 
be immediately gratified. — ^In short, the bitter lamentations 
and unutterable sorrow of thousands of slighted consorts, will 
give the lie in form to the absurd assertion, that a « reformed 
rake makes the best husband." 

Though you are bound with great deference to cheey yoar 
parents in every thing else, yet you must not on any account 
obey them, when their injunctions tend to cause you to dis- 
obey God, and murder your own souls. You should forego 
your parental home, and even sacrifice your life, bef<Mre you 
^ould obey them in this instance ; yet, notwithstanding their 
degeneracy and depravity, you are to remember they are stili 
your parents^ and you shoidd nurture, cherish, venevate, love, 
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and aenre (hem, to tbe utmeet exleal of yoar power, end to 
the lart momoDt of their lives. Remeaiber bow they aup* 
(died your wmnts in helpless iofancyy bore with the peevishiieM 
of your diildhoody and protected and directed you while ia 
the alippeiy paths of youth* They warded off the danger by 
which you were threatened ; mad, perhaps, risked their own 
Hves to save yours. Hiey pitied and pardoned your way- 
ward indiscretions, and youthful folly ; and, when they used 
Ae rod, it wae with parental tears tricklmg down their cheeks ; 
and even now, when they lead you on tl^ stage of fashiooa* 
Ue life, though it is as sUppery as glass, while fiery biJlowa 
roll below it ;^they do it, with the most earnest denre, and 
anauous solieitude to promote your happiness. Do not detest, 
but pity them ; let tiM magnitude of your filial and ^mpa* 
dwtic oompasaion run parallel with their.bltndnesaand degen* 
eracy, their fashionaUe fidlies and splendid wretchedness* 
Remcoiber what anxiety and labor they endured, while mak« 
ing provision for your comfortable and respectable aecoramo* 
dtttion. Yott are now in the mocning of life ; but remraobarf 
y^Hir flun may aet at boom. 

While en this subjeet of unequd eeonectionsb we might 
dilate on the physical and eonstitutioiial fitness of the wedded 
pair, but this highly important department b with more proi. 
priety consigned to medical writers. 

The primary object of this work ia to Imng the versatile 
eons and daughters of fbUy, into tbe delightful path in whiek 
true pleasure abounds. Pleasure ia the first gift of the Eter- 
nal, the aaost amiable and most beloved daughter of Heaven ; 
but, aliw ! the fugitive sojoumer ,on earth, the inmate of the 
eqeial and sentimental philanthropist, which expands, human^ 
ima, and exhikrates his heart, ia but the exile and outcast of 
the unsocial, the selfish, the parainonious and ibe penurioue 
votaries of sensuality* is pleasuie to be found at the table 
of riotous festivity, in the venial arms of illicit love, in the 
haunts of ddsauchery and disgust, meanness and madness t 
Surely not. Pleasure was made &» man, and man was made 
{or pleasure ; for we eamiot suppose a God, who is, was, and 
ever will be, great in goodness, and good in greatness, would* 
make man for pain, wad pain for man-^^it id unpossible. Thtt 
BMment we form such aa* estkaate of the Deiiy« we UtfinMy 
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insinuate thai he a great in .badness^ and bad in greatness, m 
other words a demon. But pleasare is of a deiicate tempe- 
rature, social^ not sensnal ; ang^ic and not satanic ; she dis- 
claims consanguinity with rud^iess and cruehy, and is al. 
ways soUcitious to maintain the honor of human nature ; 
promotes at all times» in all places, and upon all occasions, 
the pleasurable feelings not only of humanity, but of the whole 
sensitive creation. She even mews, with regret, the bleat- 
ing lamb, and wooing turtle«dove, consigned to death by the 
ruthless hand of power and pride. . She delights to dweU in 
the sympathetic bosom of the &ax philanthropist ; she nur* 
tures luxuriance of thought, benevolence of sentiment, and 
munificence^ practically, as.well as theoretically ; she shrinks 
with horror from the rude alarms of war, from the clarion 
clangor of anarchy, and rushes precipitate and disrobed from 
the panting^ boisterousy and turbulent bosom of the ardent 
and impetuous warrior, and seeks in the sequestered abode 
of female gentlenciss^ the shelter she is bweaved of in the 
habitations of men ; die makes the bed of death a bed of 
roses. 

Your sex should think fcff yourselves, and think at large, 
how noble you are by nature, susceptible of transcendent 
improvements^ femrfully imd wonderfully made. Liberty of 
opinion is as much your privilege as oius, and is your natural 
inheritance, as much as your personal liberty. 

Human nature has long groaned, and still groans under the 
t3nrantty of custom. By this means, the female mind is im- 
prisoned in christian as well as pagan countries. Vindicate, 
therefore, the transcendent prerogatives of your nature, and 
magnanimously resolve no more to be the slaves of fashipn, 
and the dupes of our sex. It is the true interest of ours to 
encomragQ. freedom of investigation among your sex. Some 
monsters have had the afirontery to assert, that women 'should 
be confined to domestic avocations alone, and i^ould leave 
the pursuits of arts, sciences, and politics, to men ; . and of 
course have reprobated the freedom of investigation for the 
gender sex> for which I contend. To demonstrate the cogency 
of this remark^ and the fallacy, fetality, and absurdity of such 
subterfuges, I wouki ask, what kind of partner^ or, to use scrip- 
tural language, > helpmate, will a woman, who has been edu-. 
cated as they gMMtally are at present, make Ibr an inti^Hgent 
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mni beB«vol6Qt man!' What harmony oaa mat betwieM 
them ID a social point of view f Sordy none at alL He can 
take 00 meape pleasure in her conversation than if she was of 
another species ; conaequentiy ^KMigh UNtr ^eennuhial tender- 
ness may be reciproesd, thcttr intelleetual and eoeial inter- 
course is far otherwise* 

For what was every faculty adapted to scientific as well 
as moral improvement given you, in the same proportion as 
4o us ? Were they given hy ano&er god, or i^ an unjust 
and partial hand f God is not, and why shall man he a re» 
^pbct^ of persons^ These quaUfioatiens and capacities were 
given to you for improvemnait ; andy hy negleottng to culti- 
vate th^n, yon sift agaisst the law of Nature, and Nature's 
Ged« And he is a failaciom fbe to your s^ who attempts 
to estiMish the worst kind of tyranny over them-— I mean the 
tyranny of the mind. What illiberal menopc^neni of dignity 
are to be immd among the sons of men, in every part of the 
world. How nan they fas such implacable enemies to yoijff 
genUe 99x I But it is your bussMss to coilntmraet their mak 
evolent machinations, by using unwearied assiduity, in attain- 
ing a useful education t and, kf yea shoidd akeady have ar* 
rived at the years of matunty, awi eamM>t >attend to scholastic 
resource end researches, you may attahi, notwithstanding^ 
by indefatigable peiseveianee, a sufficiency of elementary 
information, to put you on an equality, in point of intellectual 
improvement, with a great majority ^ our sex. For my part, 
I have attained more infoiwation in nine months, by my in- 
dividual endeavora, than I di4 irora^ie most ingenious tutors, 
in one of the pniic^al eifiies of Europe, in lh% same number 
of ye«rs. I, therefoi», 43an speak with certainty on this bead* 
The atudy oif astronomy is my greatest delight ; on this sub- 
ject have I written, and on it do i still contemplate, not oniy 
with in^^fiabla delight, hut great benefiU 

I would, therefore, encourage my lair readers, to appro- 
priate less time to the decoration of their persons, and more 
to the improvement of theiir minds. The study of astronomy 
will be to Ihem a moat use&l as ivell as entertaining source 
of luxurious investigation. The peiusal of sacred and civil 
histcNry will greatly enrich the mind ; while the lighter study 
of belles lettres will emheUish and ornament it. 

Works of pbikothiopy, morahtyi-and christian philosophy, 



wbieh devi^lope wtet m imraKMuoni and vaiMm in moral tife, 
may be read witli avidity^ and be produclive of utilily. From 
them W0 derive, a degree <^ meqhaBical virtue, and learo to 
abhor systematical vice. The humanizing influence of vir- 
tuous poetry, and it9 pathetic powers, may likewise be pro- 
ductive of charming sensibility, enthusiastic tenderness^ aiKi 
luxuriancy of sentiment. But in all your literary researches, 
you should never forget, that the ingenuity of the head, with- 
out ingeniousness of heart, will never render you amiable in 
the estimiatioB of your own or our aas. If local ehreum-' 
fiances should leakV^ it out of your power to attain any degree 
of proficiency from the treasures of antiquity, reneoaber that 
the august book of creation is open to all for iavesligation* 
In it, study the philosophy of nature. By this you may not 
only embellifiib your natuipal jsaniu^ but repknidi your heart ^ 
wiUi unperishable beauties, m>m the inexhaustible magazine 
4^ benefiietioiis. 

Religion ia made to appear the greatest mystery and phe« 
jBomenon ia nature ; whereas it is, ia reality, the most simple 
thing under* the broad canopy of heainni, ia short, nothing 
more than pure love to God and man. This love will stim- 
ulate the soul to the performance of actions, which, will be 
well pleasing to God and beneficial to man. The omissioa 
of duties, or the commission o( sins, will grieve such a one 
more than any pain or punishment ; and the performance of 
duties idll be productive of the sacred pleasures which I have 
pointed out in the prefixed pages. Such a soul loves God 
for his own intrinsic exceHence, and not for what he cmn give 
or take away. It is neither sinister nor selfish* The religion . 
of such a man is seated in his heart, not his head. 

Few can say as much ; and I will aasiga a sufficient reason, 
namely, a mistaken notion of the severity of Providence, >vhose 
despotism is magnified at the expense of his munificence. It 
is ungenerous and unjust to impute to God the evils we being 
upon ourselves, by our imprudence and disobedience. That 
freedom of will, which is the essence of our natural and morid 
powers, is perverted and corrupted by our' perveraeneas, and 
misery is the necessary result* 

How many make a pompous profession of religion, and 
implicitly depend on forms and ceremonies for salvation, while 
they aro utterly destitute of tbat christian philanthropy which 
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•hobld be the nerve of religioii, and wttliout which it is ftii 
empty n^me. Woe be to such professors, if God shows them 
no more compassion than they show to their brethren. 

We will here transcribe a few of the rales, and the address 
of <*The female Hospitable Society," that the reader may 
ascertain the universality, as well as the disinterestedness olf 
their chanty. 

This insHtvahn is tnHOed, The FenuOe HospiuMe Soeieiy ; 
IfutUuted for the Relief and Instruction of Sidt and In- 
digent Widows and Orphans in partiadarf and Female 
Strangers in general. 

▲DDKBSS TO THS FRIEIIDS OF HfTMANTFr. 

It is as true, as tragical a saying, *^ That one-half of the 
world does not know how the other half suffers;" We need 
not look across the Atlantic ocean to behold innumerable ob- 
jects of wretchedness to excite our warmest coinmiseration. 
In our own country, and even within the confines of the city 
and suburbs of Philadelphia, many, v^ry many, poor distressed 
persons, have 

"No eye to mark their sufferings with a tear. 
No friend to comfort them, nor hope to cheer." 

Their disconsolate situation is more easilv conceived than ex* 

* 

pressed. As we are placed in a troublesome world, and live 
^ in a troublesome period of that worM, is it not the indispen- 
sable duty, of at least religious and of benevolent persons, to 
make it as easy as possible to their distressed, fellow-crea- 
tures? Those persons, therefore, who may happily have 
this performance to peruse, are most earnestly entreated in 
favor of the subsequent excellent charity. A ibw benevolent 
females, actuated by the most disinterested philanthropy, have 
associated together, for the laudable purpose of relieving the 
indigent of thehr own sex. 

They will thankfully receive the smallest contributions. 
Any old clothes, unsaleable cloth, shoes or provisions, will be 
gladly accepted and immediately prepared ^r the use of the 
most needy objeeta of their charity. 
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Ok f thf^t those who are blessed with abundance, and who 
too ofiea forget their fellow-creatures' wants — Oh I that they 
would remeinber, that 

" To sympathise and melt at human woe» 
Is what the rich to the distressed owe." 

Such children of misfortune should not only be relieved 
with liberality, bqt also with delicacy. While the hand of 
hospitality is eji^teqd^d to alleviate their wants, it should be 
done in suph a m^^pner, as not to suffuse the countenance 
with conf^sjpn, The compassionate and delicate .conduct of 
Boaz to Butby is an admirable p^tter^ f<^ the members of 
charitable associations. Ruth being reduced to penury en- 
treaty Boa? to permit her to glea4 in his fields ; h^ not 
only granted her request, but also, commanded his young 
mep, saying, " I^et her glean even among the sheaves, and 
rebuke b^r i^pt, apd let fall some of th^ handfu)s on purpose, 
IM^d leave then% that she me^ glean then), and reproach her 
not." This was a gracious action, doqe in a gracious way ; 
a&d {> would say the unfeelipg devotee, *< Go thou and dp 
likewise." 

80KB BULBS OP THB SOOIEIT. 

m. Th/s Society is to consist exclusively of females ; no 
men are to be admitted, only as donors and subscribers. 
Provided ^WC^yJEb t)iat the traiisactioQS of the Society shall 
at all timof be open for their investigation. 

IV. The Goyem.e88 is to preside at all meetings, or in her 
absence, one to be chosen pro tempore. It shall be her duty 
to mabe put \)^ appointments for the visiters, preserve order, 
state.qMeations fyt <^s<HkssioQ, and use her utnvost endeavors 
to reptiejaisb H^ fw^ds of the Society, and procure old apparel, 
damaged cloth, renmants, or even wrappings, which compas. 
sipnate dry-good store-keepers may be disposed to bestow the 
Society, It shall be her duty to give such remnants, dtc, to 
those ohaiitable feinales who may be inclined to make them 
into clothe^ to co?er poor, naked and friendless orphans. 

VII. Tho Visiting Committee is to consist of religious char- 
acters, who qfiay be capaUe of instructing ignorant and af- 
flicted females, without respecting persons of any nation, 
color Qt profesfl^ji who are destitute of earthly support. 
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It shall be their particular duty to visit and instract &e 
distressed orphans, and wretched females in the Bettering, 
house, Hospital, and Prison ; if permission to that effect can 
be obtained. The Governess is to appoint suitable members 
to pray with the sick, and exhort the healthy to seek the 
Lord while he may be found, &c. The Visiting Conunittee 
are to use their utmost endeavors to seek the abodes of igno- 
rant, and defenceless females, especially such young orphan 
girls as are most liable to be enticed from the paths of vir* 
tue. It shall be their particular duty to use every prudent 
means to bring such lost sheep to the fold of Christ, and for 
this purpose to estaUish social meetings when they think 
good may be done thereby. 

Yin. Females of every christian denomination shall be 
admitted as members of this Society ; each memhiBr to pay 
as a sense of duty may direct ; even two cents per week or 
twjenty-five cents a quarter will be thankfully received. 

X. As the spiritual and temporal relief of poor, needy, and 
desolate females, who have no eye to pity, nor hand to help 
them, is the particular object of this Society, it shall be the 
duty of each member, as she has opportunity, to give gene- 
ral information of the object of this charity, so that the chil- 
dren of affliction, while on sick or (lying beds, when under 
concern for their souls' welfare, may know Where to send 
for relief." 

The members of this truly benevolent institution are inde- 
fatigable in their labor of love. Many thousands of distressed 
families, and individuals, have already been relieved and com- 
forted through their instrumentality ; but, alas 1 their funds 
are nearly exhausted, and the objects of their charity are 
numerous. Hence they are retarded in their philanthropic 
endeavors for the comfort of their distressed fellow-mortals. 

Out of many classes of speculators who get rich on the 
labor of the poor, I stigmatize" those who force poor honest 
widows, with orphan children, to make shirts for eight and 
twelve cents ; and bind shoes for six, which they sell for, from 
one dollar twenty-five cents, to two dollars. In- order to stop 
this shameful imposition, a disgrace to the city, I would en- 
treat our humane citizens to establish a clothing manufactory, 
and employ, at reasonable wages, such helpless injured iiufi* 
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viduak, hundredi of whom are reduced to want and misery. 
Oil this subject) I quote the fbllowiog appropriate article from 
the Penmylvania Enquirer* 

MEBfING OF LADIES. 

«< A meeting of Ladies friendly to the establi^ment of a 
Society for improving the condition and elevating the character 
of Industrious Females," was held on Thursday, the 1st day 
of March, 1838, in one of the rooms of the Sunday School 
Union, Philadelphia. The object was, to devise the best 
means of co-operating with the citizens -who are engaged in 
the laudable attempt to rescue from oppression and wretched- 
ness those females who^ faces are ground to the earth, by 
working for wages inadequate to support human nature, 
many of whom working six days in the week, twelve or 
thirteen hoprs per day, receive, beyond the rent of their mis- 
erable lodgings, less than six cents per day for their unceas- 
ing toil, for food,, clothing, fuel, soap, candles, dec, and pro- 
vide means, to improve the condition of that large portion of 
females in our city, who are comp^ed to support themselves 
and their little ones by their needles and other cheap employ, 
meats. This meeting came about in consequence of the ef- 
forts of Matthew Carey and many others of our benevolent 
citizens. It is known that a society has been established, by 
these efl^rts, to improve the condition of females thus em- 
ployed — that is, to endeavor to augment the avenues (or their 
employment sM^d at better (Nrices, proportioned to what they 
do. . If there was ever a cause that should awake the ^M>n- 
tanqous aid of those who are able to give, this, it strikes us, 
js one. 

The ladies, at their meeting, we are gn^tified to learn, took 
efficient measures to aid the cause, and, when the ladies of 
Philadelphia join in a cause of philanthropy, there is little 
doubt of its entire success. 

Let those who object to out-door aid to the poor, think 
over the condition c^ a poor widow, with five or six little 
children dependent upon her needle for support. She has 
been accustomed to better days, perhaps, when her husband 
was alive, to provide food and garments for them : and must 
she now go with her Uttle brood to the Alms house ? Wilt 
she not wear her fingers off, over the. midnight lamp, to pre- 
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vent thU huk fltep« which will brei^ all ties 6f iMkanA hit^r- 
course and take her ofiifHring away from her motheiiy 
counsel and affectkui? And y^'^are not our large dttes 
filled with such cases t With all our hearts we wish success 
to this society, and we rejoice that the ladies, who are the 
mitiistiering angels of Qharity, have come to it with pure 
hearts and ready haiidB>" 

TO ALL CAnTALfirrs OF €OH>r01f ooHmrsKHATfoy. 

■ Gentlemen, — ^With l^e vety same comnidseration Is now 
iiumbly beg for othen^ and respectfully address you. Be. 
cause of All m6n in eAstenee, you lay under the greatest 
responsibility to the Almighty searcher of all hearts, and oh- 
server of all our actions, and win have to give the most strict 
and awful account of your stewArdship. I now solemnly, 
not prophetically declare to you and all the royal, rich, wise 
and mighty men of Ohristendom» what I declared to the Em* 
peror Alexander of Russia^ neariy twenty years ago, namely ; 
*^ The period j I foresee, is not for distant, when reformatiop or 
desolation must be the order of the day in Europe. The 
agonizing groans of millions of his sufforing, starving crea* 
tures, Uie victims of our moral corruptions, hourly pierce the 
heavens, and reach the throne of the Creator." 

I would humbly ask you, if you had a number of childi^en 
arrive<| to manhood, and one part, the cunning few, had all 
the necessaries of life in their possessdon, and kept it hoarded 
up perfectly useless, whi^ they beheld without common com- 
miseration their brothers and sisters starving for want. — 
You answer in a moment, I would command them to distri* 
bute their superfluous possessions and provisions, and punish 
them with severity if they did not immediately obey my man- 
date s . and is Qod less just and generous, less compassionate 
and considerate for his children ? Then you, out of your 
own mouth have pronotmced your own condemnation, if you , 
refuse to grant my present request, the little, trifling, almost 
no favor, I beg in behalf of the most injured, unpitied and 
insulted victims of our moral corruptions on earth, one other 
class only excepted ; and I have vindicated their cause, while 
advocating the rights of man in fifty thousand copies of my 
books. To revive the subject here I know would be more 
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injurious than beneficial ; suffice it to add, (ew have written 
and published more on their behalf, not many seen more of 
their sufferings on the land, and on th^ ocean, and I am sure 
not one has, does and ever will pity them more than myself. 

Next to them I pity the many thousands of our commbin 
courtezans, their number has increased perhaps one hundred 
^per centum, since I first publicly advocated their cause. 

A few years ago I pdbUshed' two gratuitous pamphlets of 
thirty pages, and circulated bUiAlreds, Wherein I exerted all 
my simple eloquence, ^xhaudted all my artleite argumenta- 
tion, to command the people's pity' for them, but, alas ! it was 
all in vain. 

It maybe asked, an^ Woi^M'iiot one even listen to your 
tale of woe with tender sympathy ; (a philanthropic and phi- 
losophical unbeliever excepted !) OO" No not one \u^ And 
what a sight is this 'lor the King of kings, Wh€»e mercies are 
over all his works, to behold a dty as fdll of Meeting-houses 
and Steeple-houses, Miasion^ies and Ministers, as Jerusailem 
was a little before its destruction by the Romans, and yet 
totally destitute of all moral obligation, tender sensibility, or 
even common humanity. 

I have had it on my mind this "long time, to send a letter 
to some on^ of the richer men in America, with one of the 
above pamphlele, and fo tell him he could build a bouse of 
industry, and manufactory, as recommended in that pam- 
phlet, and after this be still the richest man in his country, 
and be able when he died to leave all his relatives and friends 
independent, with princely fortunes. If Mr. R. would only 
for a moment consider, that parents leaving their children 
immense fortunes, has very often plunged them into the laby. 
rinth of dissipation and destruction, hastened them to a pre- 
mature grave, and finally proved their everlasting ruin ; and 
that the same cause will produce the same effects, as it has 
. often done before. If he would consider with what torment- 
ing remorse and eternal regret, they look from the other 
world, with all their conscious sensibility at the fatal conse- 
quences of their unaccountable folly in this. Surely he will 
not refuse to grant my request, and give ihe historian an op- 
portunity to present in the historic page, these words ; «* What 
all his fellow-citizens combined had not moral courage or 
magnanimous sympathy to accomplish, though earnestly and 
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eloquemiy entreated ao to do, the patriottc and public spirited 
M. R. out of his own private funds has done, namely : Built 
aod founded a house of industry, manufactory, d^c, &c, for 
the reformation and employment of the most injured, insulted, 
although previoudy innocent persons on earth, namely : peni- 
tent prostitutes/' 

This brings to my mind our Saviour's great compassion 
for Mary Magdalene ; who, of all his followers, was the most 
grateful and ai^tionate* For instance : she was the last at 
his cross, and the first at his sepulchre. And what a proof 
of the most supreme love did ^e mani^sst, when she washed 
bis dear celestial, feet with tears of penitential sorrow ; those 
feet that went about doing good, to those in whom he beheld 
bis future murderers ! 

Ah ! I widi I dared to paint in living and true colors the 
mighty mass of nusery which has compelled multitudes of such 
victims of our moral corruptions and degeneracy of public 
opinion, to seek in premature death the pity they implored 
in life, but implored, alas ! in vain : so that even the unfeeU 
ing editors who have compelled me to take up my pen again, 
might feel some of the plenithde of their selfish insensibility 
and disregard to all moral obligation. 

Suppose, for the sake of argument, that Ijam appointed or 
.appoint myself to guard a certain part of the river, wh^re 
passengers, and particularly the blind, are in danger of falling 
in. Through my inattention one falls in, and is drowned 
without my knowledge, while I am attending to other super- 
ficial concerns : but suppose a child points out to me the 
person struggling in the water, in time ^r me to save his life 
with a very little exertion, and I refuse to do it — would I not 
according to every principle of common justice and common 
sense, be truly reprehensible, if not punishable, in the first 
instance, and the man's cruel murderer in the second ? With- 
out any manner of doubt But admitting it is out of my power 
to save his life, but by merely putting the speaking trumpet 
of my profession to my mouth, and calling for help, I could 
accomplish this valuable object, and I, through the immensity 
of my selfishness, refused even to use this little trifling, al- 
most no exertion, to save human life, would not his blood be 
on my head ? Would I not be at your bar — ^at the bar of 
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God and conscience? I am sure I would be — ^his mtifderer! 
You are bound to be the guardians of the public weal from 
the press, as the ministers of religion cure, or ought to be, 
from the pulpit. No tongue can express, no imagination 
conceive the misery and misfortune, the poverty, pain and 
pollution, produced by these reservoirs of prostitution. But 
what pains me to my heart's core, is the reflection, that so 
many thousands of very young girls, whom God has made for 
glorious purposes, with beautiful persons, and endowed With 
noble faculties, capable of almost angelic peHection here, and 
high beatitude hereafter, are demoralized, degraded and dis* 
graced, '^ before they can discern between their right hand 
and their lefl," or know the fatality of those stumUing-blocka 
placed before them, by those who are bound by all laws, hu- 
man and divine, to bc^ their protectors. 

While every encouragement and facility is given to male 
libeirtinism to destroy female innocence, artl^ssness, and un- 
sttspecting candor, should there not be more encouragement 
given to female penitence, when the spirit of love calls them, 
to repentance ? The rich, fashionable, eloquent, fascinating, 
fawning, handsome rake, is freely admitted to every party, 
they continue tin from 12 to 8 or 4 — and the artful libertine, 
with perhaps the word matrimony on his flattering tongue, 
but the potent, I had almost said the omnipotent arts of se. 
ductioh in his heart, is permitted to escort the confiding, un- 
suspecting, accomplished, affectionate, generous^ benevolent 
or beautiml female home, and suflered to remain alone with 
her till dawn of day, while the rest of the family are retired 
to rest. Is it any wonder, then, that our cities should be 
crowded with multitudes of private and public prostitutes 1 
Was I to particularize their exact number, the people would 
simultaneously exclaim, in the language of unbelief, ^ It is 
impossible." And is there a mother who will give this salu* 
tary and necessaiy caution to her youthful and inexperienced 
daughter, 

My dear, remember, let the thought sink deep- 
Nay, at the very prospect you should weep— 
< The heedless girl, who stoops to guilty joys, 
A man may (Hty, and he may despise. '' 
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Xi^dfiedy 8Qiii9..men.caQ9i4er it aa act of justifiable preoau* 
tion in the search of a wife, to try, prove and ascertain, her 
virtue and prudence» before marriage ; this may be well 
enough^ but^how base the destroyers who first delude their 
victims^ and then consign them tp infancy and perdition with- 
out any pity, or protection*. ^ 

At present, if a. penitent courtezan wishes to turn from the 
pollution before her, and applies for relief or refuge, she is at 
best set to the most drudging work. Many of them were 
never brought up to work ; this they cannot do^-to beg they 
are ashamed^ — 'hence they too often turn to their pollution, 
again. This demonstrates the utility of a house of industry, 
and manufactory, suitable to the ingenious heads and pliable 
fingers of girls who have received a finished education .be- 
fore their downfall, and similar to those connected with the 
Magdalen asylums of Europe. Q^ See Lady Morgan's Book 
of the. Boudoir and the. charitable bazaars of DubUn. 

A few capitalists might associate in every large ci^y, and 
organize such beneficent institutions, heaven would approve, 
conscience rejoice, their fellow citizens admire, the reformed 
cpurtezans would bless them while alive, and the historic page 
and sculptured marble record their magnanimity, philanthropy 
and public spirit when dead ; and posterity would with vene- 
ration point to their tombs and say. Here lies the remains of 
the honorable men who had compassion on the most injured 
and insulted, unpitied, unprovided, despised and disregarded 
of the human family ; whose innocent, artless and unsuspect-' 
ing candor, parental, neglect, maternal imprudence, the de- 
generacy of public opinion, but above all, the infernsd, the 
popular arts of seduction brought to premature prostitution, 
infamy, degradation, disease and disgrace ; yes, they will say 
with admiration and veneration, here lies the remains of those 
noble, men by nature, who had compassion on those unfortu- 
nates,, when all around were dead to pity^ and lost to all sense 
c£ moral obligajtion ! ! 

Perhaps some will censure my ardent manner of pleading 
the cause of suffering humanity, and even call it a perverted 
philanthropy. Had. they sieen the hundredth part of l^man 
misery I nave seen, they would no doubt be. of a di^erent 
opinion. Where is the person of commpp. compassion who 
could behold without pity, the tears of inexpressible J^gony, 



ftiUtng m swift snccesaioii from the eyes of the peri^ng 
mother on her starWng infant, and freezing as they fall. 
When E have even seen with my bo<Mly eyes beautiful^ and 
well dressed courtezans, skijf^ping along, unconscious of their 
exposed slate, and dead to future woe, I have thought willh 
Dr. Young, 

<'Take then. Oh ! world, that much indebted tear, 

How ss^d a sight is human happiness 

To those whose thoughts can pierce beyond an hour." 

I would that aU female philanthfopistB, parti<»ilariy those 
of the Catholic, Methodist, MoraWan, Episcopalian, Presby- 
terian and Baptist churches, would imitate an amiable mem<* 
her of the amiable Seeiety of ^ Frimids,'' in her persevering 
and phil^thropic labor of love^ among Uie most wretched of 
the human family, and hundreds if not thousands of snch pat- 
terns of pious and prosperous charity might be mentioned 
among female Fneads. 

The liberality of seatimmit manifested by the Society of 
Friends, in this respect, is truly admirable imd worthy of im- 
itation ; and, also, the appearance and apparel of their young 
women. How amiable, how modest, and how becoming. 

Grentleness was made &t woman, and woman wae created 
gentle, nothing ornaments and embellic^es a female more 
than modest apparel Mid amiable demeanor, and vice versa^ 
with rudeness and imprudence. i 

We will now exhibit a small specimen of the diaritaUe 
labors of the above amiable ** female Friends," for the exam- 
ple and imitation of all the ministers, miamonaries and pious 
matrons in Christendom ; it is taken from the memoir of mn 
American travdl^r in Loitdon. 

" A morning in Newgate.-^I had long been anxious to see 
with my own eyes the eifiect of Mrs. Fry's benevolent exeat- 
tions, and, having obtained from her an order of admittance, 
I repaired at ten o'clock to the door of the keeper's house,' 
'^here, upon the production of my ticket, 1 was instantly 
ccmducted to a small room in which some other visiters were 
ahready assembled ; and in a short time, Mrs» Fry entered, 
attended by two of her quaker sisterhood. Soon afterwards 
a bell was rung, to give notice to the female prisoners to pre- ■ 
pare tbamselijes ; and upon the second ringing, they came 
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10, to the number of fort]^. or ^ky» and raaged ikenrnelneK e«i 
tiers of beQches raised one above the other fw their reeep. 
tioB. Tlieir appearance was much better than I eould hat^ 
egEpe<Hed» All we«e oleanlily.and decent^ dressec^ and theve 
was in some & neatness of peison that bespoke a familianity 
with better company and better days. After a ceiuiderabie 
pause, Mrs. Fry began to read from the Bible, the story of 
Mary Magdalene, accompanying the text with occasio|ial ex- 
planations and remarks, and concluding the whole with a very 
affecting address, in which she pointed out the obvious appli- 
eatienc^theslory, ttad theconadataott to be extracted fh>m 
it* AU this was done too in to gentle and encouraging a 
tooO) and with a» nutch: temper aad disoretion, that it was 
ifi^poseift^ poi to be moved by the qinot pathos of her dM" 
Qoume^ I wa« sever before so impnemd with- the impoitanee 
of matrnm' ; fiwr it was certainly mueh leas what she said than 
W mode of saying it that produced so great an efiect ; — il 
was a beautiful personification of the text in scriptore, <<ihe 
iKisdoin (tot oometh firom above w getUle.'* Her auditors 
listened lot ben with M the signs of tho mxm senous^ and 
earnest uttenliott, and ma&y were melted inle teams by the 
touching- tenderness of her appeal, in pointing* out the peni'i 
timoe and conlzition of Mary Ma^lalene as (he* tme dejects 
of imitation* 

*< At the dose of the lectuFs, varkNis articles of i^edle. 
work, the productions of the prisonera' indastry, cops, dress^ 
log-^wna, haby-linen, rugs, connterpanes, beU^ropes, &^c, 
were brought out, which found ready purchasers amongst the ' 
visiters. For myself^ I shall weitr my patch-work gown as 
long as the shreds will hang together, in remembrance of my 
morning in Newgate. Mrs. Fry now eonducted us round 
the female side of the prison, explaining the nature of her 
regulations, and recounting the obstacle againrt which, in 
the first oommencement of her labors, she had to contend, in 
all the di^ent shapes and mo&fioationfi that idleness drunk- 
enneas^ riot, vice, and wr^chedness, can assume. It seems, 
however,, that &ere is scarcely any disposNaon so depraved 
that may not be teucbed by Jdndneis. The palient and per** 
severing efforts of Mrs. Fry, huve sncceeded in softening 
and reclaiming the most hardened, whom severity would- 
probably have rendettd only more^cadletts and desperafer 



Tb^e is a shqjoe of ^.f^peftring ungrateful wfaich opiate* 
fiitroDgly even io the most vicioua breast* Mrs. Fry told usi 
that when, as it sometimes will iiappeo, a pxisouer after l^er 
discharge finds her way back into gaol for some fresh o£i 
fenc^, the deUnquent is more afraid of meeting her kindnessi 
than of facing the reproof of the Bench : — 

<' There lies more peril, lady, in thine eye, 
Than twenty of their swords — ^." 

The heart even of the guilty rises up to resist and defy re^ 
proach, but sinks with mi the humiliation of self-condenma- 
tion at the accents of kindness which it feels that it does not 
deserve^. 

" In the course of our round we came to the school, where 
there was a little circle of gaoKdelivered children learning 
to read. I was pleased at the alacrity of attention, whicb 
in the midst of her own occupation Mrs. Fry bestowed upon 
the feelings of the leasjt of those around her. A very little 
boy was employed in reading his Testament, at which she 
appeared surprised, but finding that he had really made this 
progress, she called him out in the most encouraging manner, 
and begged us all to stop and hear him read a verse abud, 
as a reward for his industry. It is not every woman whq 
would be content to yield, even for a moment, the first place 
in the attention of her company. Lastly, we came to a waj|4 
where there were. a few ragged wretched ereatures, who 
were just admitted into the goal ; — and we were all forcibly 
struck, not only with the difference of dress, but with the 
marked contrast between the wild, savage and reprobate cast 
of features of these, when compared with the quiet^ orderly, 
and resigned demeanor of Mrs. Fry's flock. And yet I heav 
that this amiable woman's labor9 are derided and ridiculedi 
as the vain and visionary o^^ring of a perverted pbitcuitfaro* 
py. If there be such persons in the world, let them devote 
a morning to Newgate ; and if those who came to scoff do 
not remain to approve-r^Charity must have lost all her powers 
of attraction. 

<< There is, perhaps, no part of the art of governoieiit 'm 
which so little progress has been made as in the piteventioii 
of crimes ; for it is the punishment rather than the prevention 
of crime which seems .to be al^aaost tM .<€gbelusivQ'Ot^£»4)f 
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tbe laws. So nrraeh so, that it would seem crimes were 
sometimes encouraged, in order that they might he punished. 
This, however, is a large question, and it is easier to see the 
evil, than to point out the remedy. Still, while things re- 
main as they are, we should be grateful to those who under- 
take the task of reclaiming the wicked.^ 

Let the innocent female fly the company of a rake, as she 
would the approach of a poisonous reptile. Any young wo- 
man who gives her company in private to such a character, 
if she preserves her chastity, which is uncertain, she at least 
risks her reputation. « Never fear," has-been the forerunner 
of the disgrace and infamy of many a respectable man^ 
daughter. Girls who are too self-confident in their own 
strength, are always most easily seduced. Their only safety 
consists in precaution. A prudent girl should not admit any 
suiter till she carefully examines his character, habits and 
natural disposition. An artful libertine, when he <;asts his 
vuhure's eyes upon a beautifiil, amiable, virtuous young wo- 
man, immediately assumes the demeanor of a prudent and 
modest man ; as he well knows if he appears in his real 
character, he will be rejected with scorn. He of course, pays 
his addresses to his intended victim, proposes marriage, pro- 
fesses much attachment, and vows eternal constancy and love. 
He easily gains the affections of the innocent unsuspecting 
girl ; she loves him to distraction. Then, and not till then, 
will he attack her virtuous intentions ; still keeping his real 
character out of view. As he has gained her confidence, he 
retains it till he has destroyed her peace or virtue. She 
thinks it impossili^e so much apparent goodness and tender- 
ness can be affected ; he raises obstacles and objections to 
the matrimonial alliance, at least for the present ; but swears 
by the Bible and by all that is sacred, tfiat he will prove faith- 
ful to the hour of his death ; and that they are in reality mar- 
ried in the sight of heaven ; and that when circumstances 
will admit, it shall be consummated by a minister. Under 
such temptations is it any wonder that thousands of innocent 
and unsuspecting females, are sunk in the sink of premature 
prostitution ! 

They should view with horror, atid repulse with decision 
and scorn, the man who makes the smallest attack on their 
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virtue. Let it shock yoa with, the quickness of ekc^tiscity, 
and let the repulse be instantaneous. How, many unsu9|)ect« 
ing, unconscious, and virtuous females, have been ruiqed by 
neglecting this precaution. The lover or suiter, first appears 
with diffidence and conscious shame, to assault the ' delicacy 
of the silly fair one. She repulses him indeed with gentle 
reproof, but not with suitable indignation and horror of heart, 
and her pusillanimity only tends to render stQl more invinci- 
ble his guilty intentions. 

Once seduced from the paths of virtue, filled with conscious 
fear and shame, the unhappy female flies the indignant pre- 
sence of her former friends, and seeks that refuge in a brothel, 
which she has relinquished in her paternal home. She mourns 
and pines, but pines and mourns in vain. Now left aban- 
doned, desolate, depraved ; she seeks, as her cfnly alternative, 
to drowA her sorrows in repeated dilutions of ardent spirits, 
as the antidote of her woes, as the solace of her anguish, as 
the most efficacious means of obliterating the remembrance 
of her former happiness, her better days. But, alas ! she 
mistakes the poison for the medicine ; ai)d, while attenopting 
to erase from her mind the remembrance and guilt of one 
vice, she perpetrates another. Thus she becomes the prema- 
ture martyr of into:^ication as well as prostitution. View her, 
at the door of that tippling shop extended on the ground ; not 
only stupid, but senseless through ebriety ; a prey to every 
unprincipled ruffian, and aspectacle for the unpitying passenger* 

Her delicate constitution cannot support itself, under the 
acenes of debauchery and ii^amy in which she is necessBiily 
involved. Her emaciated and languid appearance, bespeak 
her disorder, and is the mittimus to have her conveyed to the 
Poor-house. Here I will draw the scene ; and refer those 
w.bo wish further to view, it, to my |< Female Character," 
** Pleasures of Paradise," &c. 

<< Ah, little think the gay licentious proud, 

When.pleasure, pow'r and affluence surround : . . 

They who their thoughtless hours in giddy mirth 

And wat>ton, often cruel riot, wai^e ; 

Ah ! little think they. while they danc^ along. 

How many feel, this very moment 4^^» 

And all the sad variety of pain. 
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How many sink in the devouring flood 

Or more devouring flame. How many bleed. 

By shameful variance betwixt man and man : 

How many pine in want, an'd dungeon glooms. 

Shut from the common air ; and common use. 

Of their own limbs. How many drink the cup 

Of baleful grief, or eat the bitter bread 

Of misery ! Sore pierced by wintry winds. 

How many shrink into the sordid hut 

Of cheerless poverty ! How many shake 

With all the fiercer tortures of the mind. 

Unbounded passion, madness, guilt, remorse ; 

)low many, rack'd, with honest passions, droop 

In deep retired distress. How many stand 

Around the death-bed of their dearest friends,. 

And point the parting anguish. Thought fond man 

Of these and all the thousand nameless ills, 

That one incessant struggle render life, 

One scene of toil, of suffering, and of fate, 

Vice in his high career would stand appaU'd, 

And heedless rambling impulse learn to think ; 

The conscious heart of charity would warm, 

And her wide wish benevolence dilate ; 

The social tear would rise, the social sigh ; 

And into clear perfection, gradual bliss. 

Refining still, the social passions work.'* Thomson* 

^ They (the Hounhnhyms) will have it that nature teaches 
them to. love ^e whole species, and it is reason only that 
maketh a distinction of persons, where there is a superior 
degree of virtue. 

<* Temperance, industry, exercise and cleanliness, are the 
lessons equally enjoined to the young ones of both sexes, and 
my master thought it monstrous in us to give the females a 
different kind of education from the males, except in some 
articles of domestic management : whereby, as he truly ob- 
served, one h^f of our natives were good for nothing but 
bringing children into the worid ; and to trust the care of our 
children to such useless animals, he said, was yet a greater 
iostance of our brutaMty." Steifts GuUiver. 
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^ The inloffior of savage countries would probably now be 
unknown to us, had not the hardy travellers, who have ex- 
plored those regions, been sustained in sickness, and in want, 
by the benevolence of females. But for this, Mungo Park, 
in. his first tour, would have laid his bones in the interior of 
Africa* But lor this, L«edyard, the celebrated American trav- 
eler, would have died, (if such a thing were possible,) a 
hundred deaths. In his extensive wanderings through inhos- 
pitable and savage regions, he suffered incredible hardships 
from cdd, hunger, and disease ; but he avers that in his 
utmost need he never addressed himself in vain to the sym- 
pathies of the female heart. In his account of bis Siberian 
pilgrimage, he observes ; ^ I have always remarked, that wo- 
men, in all countri^ are civil, obliging, tender, and humane : 
that they are ever incHned to be gay and cheerful, timcNrous 
and modest ; and that they do not hesitate, like men, to per- 
form a generous action. Not haughty, not arrogant, not super- 
cilious. To a woman, whether civilized or savage, I never 
addressed myself in the language of decency and friendship, 
without receiving a decent: and friendly answer. With man 
it has oflen been otherwise. In wandering over the barren 
plains of inhospitable Denmark, through honest Sweden, and 
frosten Lapiaad* rude and churlish Finland, unprincipled Rus- 
sia, and the wide spread regions of the wandering Tartar, if 
hungry, dry^ cold, wet, or sick, the women have ever been 
friendly to me, and uniformly so : and to add to this virtue, 
(so worthy the appellation <»f benevolence,) these actions have 
been performed in so free and so kind a manner, that if I 
was thirsty, I drank the sweetest draught ; and if hungry, I 
ate the coarsest 'morsel with a double relish." Such is the 
testimony of a man who possessed a strox^g and discrimina- 
ting mind ; and who had, perhaps^ as good an opportunity of 
observing human nature, in all its shades and varieties, as 
ever fell to the lot of any individual. 

** A recent French writer, L. Aim^- Martin, has given to the 
world two volumes on this important and interestiqg subject. 
This work is entitled, De VEducaticm des meres de famiUes^ 
mi de la dvUkiUhn du genre humain par Us Femmes, ' '* On 
the education of mothers of families, or the civilization of 
the human race by the instrumentality of womenJ*' The 
author has treated this subj^t with a force and an eloquence 
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wkieb will earry conviction to the mind of «very rdAe<$tin^ 
reader. 

** The influence of the mother over her children, (he antirif^ 
-assiduity of maternal love, — ^e lasting, the indelible impres* 
'SioBS made upon the infant mind, by maternal instruction and 
advice ; and the consequent necessiiy that females should be 
educated, not merely by giving them light, and trivial, and 
(Miioiiable ticcomplifl^nients ; but, by cultivating the higher 
"powers, and faculties -of the mind, by developing the under- 
standing, and teadiing 'them to think, and to reason,— «re 
tfiscussed in an impressive manner. This production has 
nvade a strong "and fttroraUe impression, say the English 
'ibeviewers, throughout France, Belgium and dermany. The 
French Academy awarded to Alm^*Martin several thousand 
'irancs, as a prisse for his work. A few short extracts will 
give some idea of the charact^er of the work." 

^T^MicherB enough will be found," says the author, ^lx> 
impart learning ; the mother alone can impart virtuous sen- 
timents. A good mother will seize upon her child^ hetert, 
as her special field of activity. To be capable of this, is the 
great end of female education ; to be capable of this, females 
must be taken out of their present narrow circle of soqaire- 
mentSj'and introduced at once to what makes human beings 
better and happier." At the dose of the work, he observes, 
**I have reached the end of my labcnrs. I have shown that 
no universal agent of civilization exists, but our mothers. 
Nature has placed our infancy and youth ha their hands. To 
'this one and acknowledged troth, I have been the first to de- 
dare the necessity of making them, l^ improved education, 
capable of fulfilling their natural mission. ' The love of Grod 
and man is the basis of ihy syrtem. In proportion as it pre- 
vails, national enmities will disappear; prejudices become 
extinguished ; civilization spread itself far and wide ; one 
great people cover the earth, and the reign of God be estab- 
Hshed. This reign of God is the happiness of man, secured 
hy his increasing virtues ; to be hastened by the watchful 
care of mothers over their offspring, from the cradle upwards." 

The Westminster Review, in closmg a notice of the first 
volume, remarks : " It abounds in striking passages, and de- 
serves to be studied 1^ all who have at heart the best interests 
of society at large." Samuel Youngs Suggesthni. 
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BEITABKS OF MS. THOMAS ^ERTBLL, IN THE H017SE OF AS- 
SEMBLY OF NEW TOSK, MAT 20, 1836, ON THE RESO- 
LUTION OFFERED BY HIM TOUCHINO THE BIGHTS AND 
PROPERTY OF SCARRIED WOMEN. 

Resohedy That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
and report to this house, at the presait or succeeding session 
of the legislature, what provisions, if any, will be proper and 
necessary to be made by law,^ the better to protect the rights 
end property of married women from injury and waste by 
means of the improvident, prodigal, intemperate and disolute 
habits and practices of their husbands. 

I oflier this resolution, not so much with any expectation 
that, at this late day of the session, it can obtain any efficient 
legislative action, as with a view of placing it on the jour- 
nals of tbe house, and with the hope that it may elicit public 
attention to the subject matter of it, and at some future ses. 
sion be honored with that favorable consideration and efficient 
legislative a(^tion, which any measure having for its object the 
improvement of the moral and social condition and happiness 
of our fellow-citizens, justly deserves. 

I am aware of the disposition too often manifested by a 
portion of mankind, to take alarm at the proposition of any 
new measure, which may tend to disturb settled habits of 
thinking and acting on any subject or matter of physical or 
even moral improvement. But this ,as often arises from a 
settled habit of not thinking or reflecting at all on the matter, 
as from any radical error in the principle of the proposed 
measure, or from any rational evidence of its inutility or im- 
practicability. Opinions and actions are as -often the effect 
of habitual and thoughtless acquiescence in existing laws, as 
they are the result of reflection and investigation. Hence 
every proposition for new measures is very liable to be re- 
garded by prejudice, with jealousy and alarm ; and without 
investigation or reason, is too often scouted as visionary and 
delusive, or denounced and condemned as a useless or mis- 
chievous innovation ; as if that term were applicable to 
error only. 

23 



t66 BEAUTIES OF PBILAITTHROPT. 

That the metunire contemplated by the proposed resolotHMiy 
is an innovation, I readily admit. But it is an innovation 
on a law, which is unjust in principle, oppressive in its oper- 
atiou, and demoralizing in its results. In truth, such innova- 
tion is not only the object, but the only merit of the proposed 
resolution. That the proposition to restore the rights and 
preserve the property of married females from waste, is neither 
visionary nor delusive, useless nor impracticable, could be 
easily demonstrated, were anticipated and naked assertions 
deemed of sufficient importance to merit refutation. 

It is perhaps not necessary, nor do I intend at this time, 
to' go into a detailed statement of the remote origin of the 
existing law of this state, by whiph married women are as 
absolutely and entirely divested of their right and title to their 
personal property, and of the management and control of it, 
as if they, like African captives, had been sold daves to a 
master. Nor is this all ; the husband also becomes possessed 
of the income of the wife's real estate, and has the exclusive 
and uncontrolled disposition of it, during his lifetime, how. 
ever long he may survive the real owner, and however many 
wives he may subsequently have, to enjoy the property of 
their predecessors. Is this just 1 Is this righteous ? Is 
this good and sound policy to be pursued under a government 
instituted for the preservation of equal rights 1 Yet such is 
the law of this state ; and it is but the reckless and inconsid* 
erate re-enactment by the legislature of a free people, of a 
law which originated in the dark ages, in a foreign country, 
in which an absolute and despotic king, and an intolerant and 
persecuting clergy, ruled a people oppressed, demoralized 
and degraded, by an unhallowed combination of political and 
ecclesiastical tyranny ;~^the cardinal policy atid radical oh- 
ject of which were, to keep the people in ignorance of their 
rights and their power, that they might with the greater fa- 
cility be rendered subservient to the venal purposes of those 
who impiously claimed to derive from Divine authority their 
right to govern, misrule and oppress the human race. 

One effect of this law, if not one of its objects, in the 
country from which we derive it, was to induce parents and 
guardians to negotiate prematurely the marriage contracts of 
their infant children and wards ; and to influence and direct 
their marriage settlements and associations, not according to 
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the will or afTections of the parties, but as befit suited the sel- 
fish and sordid views of those who were most interested in 
perverting matrimonial contracts to the purposes of mercenary 
speculation and venal political ambition. Thus were children 
prematurely disposed of in marriage and deprived of the right 
to choose such a partner for life as they might think most 
congenial to, their affections, and most propitious to their 
hopes of domestic happiness.— What but waste, demoraliza- 
tion and misery could be expected to follow such proceedings ? 
By depriving the wife of her property, and vesting it in 
her husband, as before stated, she becomes in a manner, a 
pauper, dependant even for subsistence solely on her husband. 
Should he be in trut?^ what he ought to be in fact and hence 
fulfil his marriage obligations, the wife's situation would not 
only be tolerable, but doubtless happy. But ishould he, as is 
lamentably too frequently the case, especially when the mar- 
riage shall have been contracted for mercenary purposes, 
contract intemperate and dissolute habits, and become im- 
provident, prodigal and profligate, reckless of his own repu- 
tation, and heedless of the feelings of his wife and the fate of 
his family, I ask, what then is her situation — what then her 
chance or prospect of happiness, or comfort for herself or 
her children ? Can imagination fancy a human being more 
unjustly treated — more injured and abused — ^more wretched 
and unhappy, than a virtuous, affectionate, prudent and indus- 
trious wife, and tender hearted and anxious mother, when 
she sees herself deprived of the affections of her hulsband, or 
finds herself the victim of a mercenary marriage-^when she 
feels her dependance on a man who has withdrawn his afi^c- 
tions, or who never felt so much interest for her, as for her 
money — ^when she sees her property lavished by a profligate 
husband on infamous women, or lost at the gambling table, 
or wasted in rioting, drunkenness and other irregular' and 
dissolute habits — when she knows that her kind counsel is 
unheeded — ^her anxious supplications unavailing — her earnest 
admonitions disregarded — her energetic remonstrances con- 
temned — ^all resistance useless, and all remedy beyond her 
reach — when she sees poverty approaching her door, with 
want and misery in its train-— when she casts her half dis- 
tracted thoughts a Uttle forward and contemplates her helpless 
and suffering children, destitute of the means of education— 
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reared io ign/orance — ^Levelled lo the lowest grade of society-— 
exposed to vicious associations aod evil examples, with no 
probable chance of escaping the paths of vice which lead to 
• crime, infamy and misery. And lastly, when ^e sees <' no 
ray of hope to relieve Uie unvaried gloom of her blighted 
prospects" of happiness for herself or family ? I ask again, 
what human being is more unjustly treated— more injured, 
abused, and unhappy^ or more to be commiserated than a wife 
and a mother, when subjected to the evils abovementioned ; 
or than her children, who as a necessary consequence, are 
involved in the misfortunes of their afflicted parent 1 

This is no *< fancy's sketch ;" it is a scene of real life , 
and of so frequent occurrence as to attract but little notice 
or to receive much consideration. But will the legislature 
constituted by the people as the guardian of equal rights, turn 
a blind eye to such injustice — ^a deaf ear to the appeals of 
injured innocence — and will they not even institute an inquiry 
into the cause of the evil, nor seek nor apply a remedy to 
the wrong ? Such culpable indifference to the interests and 
welfare of their constituents, and to the evils, which encom- 
pass them, ought not to be anticipated. 

I have had occasion often to remark, that our country has 
exhibited the anomalous and inconsistent spectacle of having 
established a constitution and govetnment based on the sov- 
ereign power of the people and the^ principle of equal rights, 
and then adopting laws which originated many ages since' 
under a monarchical government, and were intended and 
calculated to sustain it; thus engrailing on the indigenous 
tree of American Liberty, scions from the Bohon-Upas of 
of exotic despotism, tending thereby to disease the body pol- 
itic of our free government, to endanger the free institutions 
of our country, and to destroy the liberties of the people. 

From this source are derived all, or most of the evils 
which elicit the loud, frequent, an4 well grounded complaints 
which are now so genersdly heard against our whole judici- 
ary system, the endless delays and oppressive expense of 
which, amount in many cases to a denial of justice, and in 
others, certain ruin to those who are unfortunately obliged to 
seek redress through that channel, and also to those who are 
involuntarily compelled to defend themselves against wrongs 
attempled to be aifected through the existing forms of law. 
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w U»e multifiirioDSy endlesa and expeMve proceedings m 
Equity. The whole fabric of our present judiciary must be 
deraolisbedy and all the rotten rubbish of ofaeelete, antiquated 
and complex principles, forms and procee^ngs of feudal 
times, which have been incautiously retained in, <^ incorpo. 
rated with, our judicmry system, and by which it has become 
inadequate to its intended purpose, must be swept away, be- 
fore any system more simple^ prompt and less expensive-^ 
more propitious to the furtherance of justice— more consistent 
with the object of our free government — ^more congenial with 
the spirit and provisions of our constitution, and more in har- 
mony with the equal rights and liberties ^ the people, can 
be fully reared and accomplished* 

<'From the same source," as I have already said in a 
printed document now in my hand, <^ are also derived those 
wrongs by which the female portion of the community are 
still degraded to the level of that barbarous state of society, 
as it existed when a despotic government made the laws by 
which the '< Am.erican fair" are still governed and abused. 
Being interdicted by law, when marri^, to have any legiti* 
mate will of their own, their reasoning faculties are held in 
little estimation, and become enfeebled 1^ want of due oul* 
tivation. Their intellectual acquirements being, in a mea- 
sure, thus made to correspond with their legal stultification, 
they in truth become possessed of little or no mind of th^r 
own ; and hence are in fact as, in law, the very jslaves of 
their legal ^ lords and masters.' " 

<<The law by which the property of married feipales is 
taken from them and vested in their husbands, like that of 
other slaves, in their masters, is productive of a train of injus- 
tice and misery in the community." 

<< By the operation of the law in question, the property of 
unmarried feoiteLles becomes an object of speculation to tempt 
the cupidity of venal suiters ; who being thus induced to 
marry from mercenary considerations, only, the nuptial con- 
tract is soon succeeded by a perversion of the objects and a 
violation of the obligations of the marriage institution. The 
property ,of the unfortunate victim affording the means of 
dissipation, is often wasted in riot, gambling and other vice, 
while its real and bereft owner is oflen left with a family to 
struggle against privation and povertv, with scarcely any 

23* 
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Other resouiee to avoid pauperism, than to linger out a miser- 
db»le existence on the scanty and half-paid avails of her nee- 
diet or to resort for relief to the abodes of infamy for wages 
more adequate to the expense of necessary subsistence." 

Thus deprived of their rights and divested of their property 
and their means of subsistence, and, owing also to the mean 
and scanty avails to be derived from female industry, being 
unable to obtain the means of maintaining her impoverished, 
sufiering, and helpless oflipring ; is it wonderful that a wo- 
man, encompassed with irremediable difficulties, influenced 
by the natural and dominant impulse of maternal affectioni 
driven to the last extremity of abject poverty, and half frantic 
with tribulation, rather than see her innocent children fam- 
ishing for want of a crust to sustain life, would resort to means 
from which her virtuous feelings, uiischathed by injustice and 
unharrowed by affliction, would involuntarily revolt with hor- 
ror ? Is it not more wonderful that, under the operation of 
the existing law, and its concurrent auxiliaries, there are 
not many more than there now are, who fall victims to its 
unjust provisons and its demoralizing influence ? And were 
there less, or even none, who have under the pressure of 
injustice and misfortune, been driven from the paths of virtue 
into the sinks of pollution ; while that fact, were it such, 
would redound to the credit and honor of the sex — ^it would 
also serve as an additional illustration of the shameful injus- 
tice of the law by which the property of the most virtuous 
portion of the community is taken from them, and permitte4 
to be wasted in prodigality and dissipation ; and by which 
also a married woman is made a pauper or treated as a slave, 
rather than respected as the equal of a good husband, or the 
superior of a bad one. 

Nor are such all the demoralizing consequences of per- 
mitting profligate husbands to possess and waste their wives' 
property as well as their own. By depriving their families 
of the means of subsistence, the subjects of public charity 
are multiplied and the public burdens increased. Should the 
almshouse in such cases not be sought as a refuge from star- 
vation, worse consequences (if possible) than those just noted 
frequently ensue. The means of educating the children of 
profligate fathers being wasted, they are reared in ignorance ; 
and hence predisposed to vice, they seek the compaoy of 
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congenial associates, follow their examples and adopt their 
practices ; and thus the existing law tends to multiply crim- 
inalS) increase crinoe, to add to the number of the inmates 
of the house of refuge, penitentiaries and state prisons, and 
to inflict on community the double injury of pecuniary loss 
and deterioration of public morals. 

I do not propose at this time to pursue this subject through 
all its various ramifications to its ultimate resists. Enough 
has' been said to prove the existing law to be unjust in its 
principle, wrong in its operation and demoralizing in its con- 
sequences. I will therefore only observe, in conclusion, that 
by preserving to^ married women their right and title to their 
property after as before marriage, and protecting it from 
waste by their husbands, much of the evil growing out of 
the present system may be averted or essential^ diminished. 
The sphere for the intriguing, selfish and deceptive opera- 
tions of worthless fortune hunters would be greatly circum- 
scribed ;-*— speculative and mercenary marriages would be 
less frequent, as the inducements thereto would be lessened 
or destroyed ; and conjugal happiness and domestic harmony 
would be less frequently interrupted from such cause than 
under the present state of things. Should a worthy husband 
be unfortunate, or a worthless one spend his own fortune in 
dissipation, the wife's property, in many instances, would be 
the means of preventing much of the evil flowing from the 
existing law. It would serve or assist to maintain the fam- 
ily ; — ^to keep them together — ^and to sustain their standing 
and respectability in society. It would serve or assist to pre- 
vent pauperism and save the public from the burden and ex- 
pense of supporting many unfortunate and distressed families. 
It would serve or assist to educate the children, to prevent 
their being reared in gross ignorance, to lessen the chances 
and inducements to associate with bad compaiiy, to acquire 
vicious habits, and to become thereby irreclaimably debased. 
Thus the number of criminals and the amount of crime would 
become less, and one source from which is derived subjects 
for the house of refuge, penitentiaries and state prisons, would 
be diminished or destroyed, public morals improved, the con- 
dition and happiness of society meliorated and promoted. 
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THB FOLLOWING IS THB BILL IimiODUCBO Ilf THE A6SX1C- 
BLT B¥ JCDOB HSSTKLL, RELATIVE TO TBB RIGHTS Ain> 
PROPRRTT OF MAIffilBD WOHBN : 

An act for the protection and preservation of the rights and 

property of married women. 

The people of the state of New Yarky represented tn Senate 
and Assembly^ do enact asfothws. 

^ 1. That the property, both real and personal, belonging 
to any woman at the time of her mariage, and who sbali or 
may become covert after the passing of this act ; and also 
that to which she shall or may thereafter become entitled by 
inheritance, gift, bequest or devise, and also that which she 
may acquire by her own industry and management, shall of 
right continue to be vested in such owner, in the same man* 
aer and to the same or like extent, after, as before her cover- 
ture. Nor shall such personal estate, or any part thereof, 
nor the income thereof, nor shi^ the rents, issues or profits 
of the real estate of such married woman, or any part of the 
income thereof, inure to the husband or be vested in him du- 
ring the life time o^ the wife by virtue of her marriage, unless 
by her voluntary consent, duly and properly obtained. 

§ 2. That on the demise of the wife during the lifetime 
pf her husband, he shall be entitled to such portion of the 
property owned and possessed by his wife at the time of her 
demise, in like manner and to the same or like extent, as by 
the laws of this state the widow is entitled to have and pos« 
sess of the property possessed by her husband At the time of 
his demise. 

§ 3. That it shall not be lawful for any married woman, 
who shall or may become covert after the passing of this act» 
directly or indirectly to assign, transfer or convey to her 
husband, her real or personal estate, or any part thereof, of 
which she shall or may-be possessed in her own right, except 
the rents, issues, profits and income thereof or of ally part 
thereof, unless by order of a chancellor of vice-chancellor; 
on application to him in writing, signed by the husband and 
wife, and unless the chancellor or vice-chancellor shall be 
satisfied on d^e proof that the voluntary consent of the wife 



TUB lUGHTSf OF WOMEN. S7S' 

shall hftve been properly obtained and that the object of the 
proposed transfer, and the uses and purposes to which the 
money arising from such sale, are intended to be applied, 
appear to be proper^ just and necessary, and beneficial to 
the wife. 

§ 4. All property both real and personal which shall or 
may hereafter be transferred or conveyed to or vested in any 
married woman by deed, gift, bequest or devise, and also all 
property which shall or may be earned or acquired by any 
married woman by her personal labor, industry and manage* 
ment, and the income, rents, issues and profits of all such 
real and personal estate as aforesaid, shall be held and 
deemed to be her own separate estate and be subject to her 
own control and disposal, in like manner and as efiectually 
as if she were feme sole, [a single woman.] 

§ 5. That it shall be lawful for any married woman to 
dispose of her estate both real and personal by her last will 
and testament in writing to be executed in like manner an^ 
with the like formalities and restrictions as other persona are 
by law authorised to do. 

§ &. This law shall take effect immediately after the pas- 
sage thereof* Albany Argus, April 24, 1837. 

[The above act, which would have done more good (if pos. 
sible) than all their other laws have done mischief, was, of 
course, too equitable to be passed, by the legislature. The 
annexed abstract of the yet existing relation of the tyrant and 
slave, is copied from the Family Journal.^ 

LE6AX RELATION OF HUSBAND AND WIFB. 

The efiects produced by marriage, on the legal rights of 
the parties are important to be known in every family. 

In law husband and wife are considered as one person ; 
and on this principle all civil duties, and disabilities rest. 

The wife cannot sue in her own name. 

If she sufiers injury or wrong in her person or property, 

she can with her husband's aid and concurrence prosecute 

for redress ; but the husband must always be the plaintiS 

.In criminal cases, however, the relation assumes a new form. 

The wife, may, in criminal cases be prosecuted and punished* 
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The wife can make no contract with the husband, not 
the husband with the wife. This disability is involved in th« 
firlbt principle which makes them legally one. But they may 
contract, through the agency of trustees, the wife being under 
the protection of the husband. 

AH contracts made between them before marriage, are of 
course dissolved on that event. 

The husband cannot convey lands or rent estates to his 
wife directly ; but he may settle them on her through a trus* 
teeship. The wife may release her dower to his grantee. 
As it respects the bequest, the husband can always devise 
real estate to his wife. 

Upon marriage, the husband becomes possessed of all right 
and title to her property, except her right of dower, and at 
the same time he becomes liaUe for all her debts, and must 
fulfil all her contracts made prior to Uie union. 

If the wife die before the husband, and there be no issue, 
her heirs succeed to her real estate. 

But in case of issue, the husband remains in possession of 
her lands during his life time only ; and at his demise they 
go to the heirs of his wife. 

All debts due to the wife become after marriage the prop- 
erty of the husband, who becomes invested with power to sue 
on bond, note, or any other obligation whatever, to his own 
and exclusive use. The powera of discharge and assignment 
and change of securities, are of course involved in the leading 
principle. 

If he die before the recovery of the money, or the change 
of securities, the wife becomes entitled to the debts in her 
own right. 

All personal property of the wife, such as money, goods, 
moveables, and stocks, becomes absolutely the property of the 
husband upon marriage ; and on his death goes to his heirs. 

Property may be secured to the use of the wife, by deeds 
of marriage settlements, in order to secure to the wife a com. 
fortable competence against the vicissitudes of life, or the 
extravagances, vices, or the cruelty of her husband. 

Property may be settled on the wife afler marriage by the 
husband, provided he be solvent at the time, and the transfer 
not made with a view to defraud creditors. 
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The wife» of coursey cannot devise lands, but any personal 
or real estates settled upon her, in trust, she may bequeath : 
Of any savings from property given to her separate use. 

The husband is bound to provide his wife with all necessa* 
ries suited to her condition in life ; and of course, becomes 
liable for debts contracted by her for such necessaries ; but 
not -for superfluities or extravagances. 

The husband and wife cannot be witnesses against each 
other, in either civil or criminal cases, where the testimony 
harihe least tendency to favor or criminate each other. 

One exception to this rule exists, where the law respecting 
the personal safety and life of the wife, permits her to give 
testimony for her protection. 



ADDKE88 TO THE WEALTHY OF THE LAND, ON THE CHAB- 
ACTER, CONDUCT, SITUATION AND PROSPECTS OF THOSE 
WHOSE SOLE DEPENDENCE FOR SUBSISTENCE IS ON THE 
LABOR OF THEIR HANDS. 

£y ihe author of Essays on the pv^Ue charities of PhUadelphM, 

'* The appalling case of seamstresses, employed on coarse 
work, and that of spoolers, * will a tale unfold, — ^to harrow 
up the souls' of all those endowed with feelings of humanity. 

Coarse shirts, and duck pantaloons, are frequently made 
for eight and ten cents. The highest rate in the United 
States, with two highly honorable exceptions, which I shall 
notice presently, is twelve and a half cents. Women free 
from the encumbrance of children, in perfect health, and with 
constant uninterrupted employment, cannot, by the testimony 
of ladies of the first respectability, who have fully scVutinized 
the affair, make more than nine shirts per week, working 
from twelve to fifteen hours per day, and possessing consid- 
erable expertness. Those encumbered with children, or in 
indifierent health, or inexpert, cannot make more than six or 
seven. They are moreover, as I have already stated, very 
partially employed. But laying aside all the various disad. 
vantages and drawbacks, and placing the circumstances in 
the Qx>st ^vorable point of light, let us consider the case of 
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a woman in perfect health, without children, and with tininteN 
rupted employment — and see the result of her painful labors, 
and how little attention is paid to the awful denunciatioD 
against those that " grind the faces of the poor" 

Nine shirts per week — 1,12^ Per annum, • $58,50 
Rent at 50 cents, - - - . • 26,00 
Clothes, suppose, - - - -- 10,00 

Fuel per week, say 15 cents, - - 7,80 
Soap, candles, &c, 4 cents, • - 2,08 

Remain for food and drink 24 cents per | i o aq 
week, or about 3j^ cents per day ! ! ! ! ) ' 

— $58,50 

But suppose the woman to have one or two children ; to 
work for ten cents ; to be a part of the time unemployed — 
say one day in each week — and to make, of course, six, but 
say seven shirts. 

7 shirts, or 70 cents per week, is*per annum $36,40 

iRent, fuel, soap, candles, 6cc, as before, $45,88 
Deficit, - - - . . 9,48 

$3640 

Such is the hideous,, . the deplorable state of a numerous 
and interesting portion of the population of our cities in the 
most properous country. in the world! And be it noted, to 
the discredit of the wealthy portion of the nation, of both 
sexes, particularly the ladies, that this subject has for three 
years been pressed on the public attention in almost every 
shape and form, without exciting a single efficient efibrt in 
Boston, New York, or Philadelphia — ^I will not say, to remedy 
or alleviate this horrible state things — ^but even to inquire 
into it, and to ascertain whether it was or was not remedi- 
less ! It is impossible to regard this apathy without exciting 
the utmost astonishment, 

I have not lightly thrown a higher degree of censure on th^ 
ladies in this case, than on the gentlemen. It was peculiarly 
the cause of the former. Their sex are "ground to the 
earth," and it was the peculiar duty And province of the ladies 
to stand forth in their defence. In such a holy cause of 
humanity their efforts could not have ^iled of success. 
They might readily have stimulated their fathers, toothers, 
husbands and cousins, to meet and devise 9EM»e pkm to mid* 
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gat^ sufferings^ which drive numbers of unfortunate women to 
DBSTRUCTXoz4^-**to rulu here, and perhaps hereafter. Half the 
2eal| 4he effort that they make in other causes, not calling so 
loudly for their interference! would iiave sufficed to render 
Ihe defence of those oppressed women fashionahle. But they 
h»\e looked on with calm indifference. Application on the 
subject has been made in Philadelphia and New York, per- 
sonally or by letteTi to above fifty kdies in each city — «iid 
every one of them expressed deep sympathy fcnr the sufferers, 
imt the sympathy was barren and unproductive. 

In i^peaking ot the efiect on some oi those unfortunate 
moment to drive them to licentious courses, I ought to use 
the strongest language the subject will admit of, in order to 
laaake a deep impression on the reader, somewhat commen- 
sturate with the magnitude of the evil, and the enormity of 
the oppression under which they groan. A due consideration 
0f their actual Mtuation, and the gkiomy prospects before 
them, would lead to anticipate such a result. Beset on the 
one side by poverty and wretchedness^— with scanty and poor 
fare^ — miserable lodging»-^-clothing infe'^ior in quality and 
often in quantity — without the most distant hope of meliora- 
tion of condition by a course of honest and unremitting in- 
dustry ; and on the other side, the allurements of present 
enjoyments-— comfortable apartments— ^fine dress, with a 
ipound of pleasures ; all these held out by vice and crime to 
entice them from the paths of virtue, is it wonderful that 
Qiany of them fall victims, and enter on the " broad path that 
leads to destruction ?" Is not the trial almost too severe for 
poor human nature ? Let those who pass a heavy censure 
pn them, and are ready exultingly to cry out, with the Phari- 
see in the gospel, << Thank God, we are not like one of these," 
ponder well what might have been their conduct ^in similar 
circumstances. 

But that this is too oflen the result, does not depend on 
an elaborate process of reasonimg, which, notwithstanding 
its plausibility, might lead to erroneous conclusions. We 
have the evidence of various citizens, whose opportunities 
duly qualify them to decide the question by the infallible test 
of facts. 

But we are gravely told, that these women ought to go to 
service, that servants ar^ scarce ; if they would condescend 
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to fill that station, they might have comfortable homes j abuiu 
dance of good food ; light labor, and high wages. 

On the subject of servants^ I wish to offer a few observa- 
tions, which, I am well aware, will be unpopular, and of 
coarse condemned by many. But, fully convinced as I am 
of their truth and justice, i risk that consequence. No man 
is fit to write for the public, who can be deterred from a free 
and bold expression of his sentiments, because they are kkely 
to be unpalatable. 

That there are as many servants as there aro places ioft 
them, I am persuaded ; and if half the classes of seamstresses 
and spoolers were at once converted into servants, there 
would be as great a redundance of this class, as there are now 
of the others. I do not deny that there are bad servants, and 
many of them. But are there not harsh and unreasonable 
masters and mistresses ? Surely it would be miraculous, if 
the twenty-eight thousand housekeepers in the city and liber* 
ties of Philadelphia, were all immaculate^ and treated their ser« 
vaots with propriety. Those that are harsh, difficult to please,, 
and use their servants ill, are as well known among that class 
as a dishonest merchant or trader is known on 'Change. 
Such persons can rarely procure good servants. These know 
their own value, are high minded, and will not go to places 
where they are likely to meet with harsh or improper treaU 
ment. Of course, masters Or mistresses of this description 
are oAen without servants, and when they do procure them, 
are constantly changing, constantly complaining, and bringing 
discredit, as far as their testimony goes, on the whole class. 
Fifly persons of this description will do more to disparage 
the character of servants, than one thousand who have good 
ones, can do to defend them. The latter never make their 
servants % topic for the entertainment of their company. 
They are satisfied to enjoy the advantages without proclaim- 
ing them. Whereas those who are annoyed by bad servants 
make their sufferings a pregnant subject of conversation. 
I well know I am treating upon delicate ground, but I meet 
the consequences unhesitatingly. Masters and mistresses are 
too apt to expect perfection in their servants, and to make no 
allowance for small faults, never taking into consideration 
their own imperfections. This is the source of three.fourths 
of all the discomforts that arise in the intercourse between 
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masters and servants. AH trivial errors, and indeed, all errom 
resulting from inadvertency, ought to be overlooked, or very 
gently rebuked. This is a plain, simple rule, the observance 
of which would prevent most of those changes, which are 
among the chief causes of the complaints of bad servants. 
How oilen does it happen, that a trivial fault, resulting from 
a pardonable inadvertence, which ought to be overlooked, 
produces a serious quarrel, which occasions the loss of a 
faithful servant, who has been in the family for years ! A 
sharp and rough rebuke produces a pert and hasty and im* 
pertinent reply — -warning is given on one side or the other 5 
and both parties, when too late, regret the petulance and 
peevishness which led to the separation, equally disadvan« 
tageous and uncomfortable to both. 

Among the class df persons depending cm sewing and 
spooling, there is a large proportion of aged widows^ who axe 
wholly unfit for service, and there are among them many young 
nHdows, with two or three small chtlcken, who are as dear 
to them as theirs are to the rich — whom, of course, they can- 
not bear to part with ; and whom their wages as servantSy 
would not enable them to support at nurse. 

The pernicious consequences of the inadequate wages paid 
the women of the classes in question, is strikingly displayed 
by the state of the out-door paupers in the city of Philadel- 
phia. Of four bunded and ninety-eight females, there are 
Seamsti^sses, . - . . . 142 

Washerwomen, - - - - -6% 

Spoolers, .28 

Shoe Binders, - 10 

-242 

Being nearly one half of the whole number. There are 
four hundred and six widows. , 

It may excite wonder how the seamstresses, spoolers, dec, 
are able to support human nature, as their rent absorbs above 
two-fiflhs of their miserable earnings. The fact is, they gen- 
erally contrive to raise their rent by begging from benevolent 
citizens, and of course their paltry earnings go to furnish 
food and clothing. * 

It is frequently asked-^what remedy can be found ibr the 
enormous and cruel oppression experienced by females em- 
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ployed as seanistreaBes od coarae work, spoolen, ^c« Whilt 
these classes are so much more numerous than the demand 
for their services requires, a complete remedy for the evil, i% 
I am afraid, impracticable. I venture U> suggest a few pa]« 
Uatives. 

1. PttMic optiuon-*si powerful instrument-— ought to he 
bKHight to bear oa this subject. Ml honorable members of 
society, male and female, ought to uoite ia denouncing those 
who ** grind the faces of the poor," by taking female labor 
without a compensation at least adequate fer the support of 
human existence. The polpit ought to unite in this crusade 
against a crying injustiee, productive <^siich distressing con- 
sequences. 

2. Let the employment of females be multiplied as mucii 
as possible. They are admiralty calculated for various oc- 
cupations from which th^ are at present, in a great degree^ 
Sixcluded, more especially shop*keeping in retail stores* 

8. The poorer class ought to have exclusively the busi» 
Bess of white, washing and other low employmentSy now mp-* 
Qopolized by men. 

4. Let the Provident Societies* intended to furnish employ* 
ment for women in winter, bo munificently supported, and let 
those societies give fair and hbefal wages, following the laud^ 
able example <^ the Imperial Humane Society of Baltimore* 

5. Let the kdtes baare aome of the poor women, who are 
half starved, making coarse shirts at six, e^^ht and ten cents 
each, taught fine needle work, mantua making, miHinery, 
clear starching, quilting, 6£C^ There is always a great want 
of persons in these branches^ 

6. Let schools be opened for instructing poor women in 
eooking. Good cooks are always scarce. 

7. Schools for young ladies* and infant schools, oughti 
with few excepdons, to be taught by females ; who ought to 
be r^ulariy educated fcur tbc^ importiant bcpnches, which 
are peculiariy calculated for their sex, and which would afibrd 
excellent occupation fer the daughters of reduced famiUea, 

8. Ladies, who can affisrd it, ovght to^give out their sew^ 
ing and washing, and pay feir prices. Let them display their 
economy in any other department than in one which has a 
tendency to distress and pauperize deserving peraons of tiheir 
oarn sex* 
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Q« In the towos in the interior of the state^ and in those in 
the western states, there is generally a want of fenoales as 
domestics, seamstresses, ^, &c» and in factories, as spoolers, 
spinners, and weavers. It would be a most meritorious ap- 
probation of a part of the superfluous wealth of the rich, to 
provide for sending some of the superabundant poor females 
of our cities to those places. 

10. To crown the whole, let ladies who lead the fashion, 
take up the cause of these poor women, con amore. It is a 
holy cause. They may with moderate exertions, render it 
fashionable to endeavor to rescue from unmerited and cruel 
sufferings, oppressed, forlorn and neglected classes, as pre- 
cious, I emphatically repeat, in the eye of heaven, as the most 
exalted and high-minded among themselves. 

Other palliatives might be devised, were public attention 
directed to the subject in any degree proportioned to its im- 
portance. 

**I conclude these essays, by stating in brief, the points 
which I undertook to prove, and which, I flatter myself, I 
have fully proved— 

. 1. That the wages of laborers on canals and turnpikes, of 
hodmen, &c, ^c, are barely suflicient, if they have families 
(as the greater number of them have) to support them, when 
fully employed — and that therefore, in case of sickness, or 
want of employment, they must depend in a greater or less 
degree, on public or private aid. 

2. That the wages of seamstresses, employed on common 
work, of spoolers, &c, &c, are inadequate for their support, . 
even if fully employed and unencumbered with children. 

3. That of course^ when not fully employed, or when bur. 
dened with children, they must necessarily be in a state of 
constant pauperism. 

4. That such a state of things, in a properous country — 
*< a land flowing with mUk and honey," — is a national dis- 
grace, and calls loudly for a remedy, at least for some miti- 
gation of the evil. 

5. That the exorbitant increase of poor rates in England, 
is the result of the great improvements of machinery, whereby 
a large portion of the operatives are thrown out of employ- 
ment, and wages are most immoderately reduced. 
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6. That this evil, sufficiently oppressive and burdefnome 
to the community in itself, is immensely aggravated by tiie 
manufacturers and formers ini<)uitous!y drawing a portion of 
the wages of their work peopie from the poor rates. 

7. That the countries whicii have no poor laws, are silb-. 
ject to oppressive burdens, probably not inferior to those of 
the English, but in an other form, that is> by mendicity. 

8. lliat mendicants generally levy contributions on the 
humane and charitable, to three or four times the amount that 
would support an equal number of paupers, either in elms- 
houses or at their own dwdtings. 

PhUaddphia, May 19/A, 1831, MATTHEW CAREY. 



[Among the numerous females, whose talents and good- 
ness have shone conspicuous, in spite of the universal cus- 
tom and prejudice that depresses their sex, may be mentioned 
PrOtogenia, Penelope, Cornelia, Arria, Aspasia, Sappho, Por- 
tia, Plautina, Zenobta, Paulina, Corinna, Joan of Arc, Isabella, 
Johanna of Naples, Queen Biieabetb, the Catharines of Rns* 
sia, Madames De Sevigne, Dacier, De St^el, De Genlis, 
Roland, Cambon, Campan, Gaion, C^Stmg\xk Tallien, Misses 
Charlotte Corday, H. M. Williams, Mary Woktoncraft, 
Hannah More, Angetica Kauffinan, Mrs. -Siddons, Griffiths, 
Barbauld, Dohson, Carter, Cha|K>ne, Smith, Inohbald, Leaper, 
Madan, Masters, Monk, Philips, Rowe, Duchess of New 
Castle, Seward, Hall, Lee, Burney, Sherwood, Parkes, 
Shelley, Sigoumey, Priscflla Wakefield, Mrs. Montague, 
Morgan, C. Macauley Graham, Robinson, Hemans, Rawson, 
Marcet, Loudon, Paulina, Crawford, Somerville, Jamescm, 
Austin, Mtss Edgeworth, Misses Porters, Jane, Ann and 
Adelaide Taylor, Mrs. RadoH$ Sherwood, Mary Hewitt, 
Miss Gould, Sedgwick, Hamilton, Mrs. Fry, Wright Daros- 
niont, Willard, Miss Fanny Kemble, Angelica Grimke, Les- 
lie, Landon, Mitford, and Martineau. 

See also, Plutarch <^ On the virtues of Woman. *' Alej^aa- 
der's " History of Women." Count Segur's " Women, their 
Condition and Influence." ** Female Biography," 3 vols. 8vo. 
*< Noble deeds of Women." Madame Junot's ^ Celebrated 
Women." Mrs. Childs « Ladies' Library." « Equality of the 
Sexes," by Sarah Grimke, d£C.] * 
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Aim! seeing the multitudes, be went up into a mountain ; 
and when he was set, Ilia disciples came unto him : and ha 
opened his mouth, and taught them, saying. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven. Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be 
comforted. Blessed are the meek : for they shall inherit the 
earth. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ; for they shaU be tilled. Blessed are the mer- 
ciful : for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pare in 
heart : for tbey shall see God. Blessed are the peacemak- 
ers : for they shall be caJled the children of God. Blessed 
are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake i for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad ; for great is your reward in heaven ; for so 
persecuted ihey the prophets which were before you. 

Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherwith shall it be salted 1 it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cost out, and to be trodden under foot 
of men. Te are the light of the world. A citv that is set 
on a bill cannot be bid. Neither do men light a candle, and 



284 BE AV TIES or PHILANTHROPY. 

put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick ; and it giveth 
light unto all that are in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven. 

Think not that I come to destroy the law, or the prophets : 
I am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the king- 
dom of heaven. For I say unto you, that except your right, 
eousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, thou 
shalt not kill ; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of 
the judgment. But I say unto you, that whosoever is angry 
with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the 
judgment; and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, 
shall be in danger of the council : but whosoever shall say, 
thou fool, shall be in danger of hell-fire. Therefore if thou 
bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy 
brother hath aught against thee ; leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, 
and then come and ofier thy gift. Agree with thine adver- 
sary quickly, while thou art in the way with him ; lest at 
any tinie the adversary deliver thee to the judge, and the 
judge deliver thee to the ofiicer, and thou be cast into prison. 
Verily I say unto thee, thou shalt by no means come out 
thence, till thou hast paid the uttermost farthing. 

Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, thou 
shalt not commit adultery : but I say unto you, that whoso- 
ever looketh on a woman to lust after her, hath committed 
adultery with her already in his heart. And if thy right eye 
offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee ; for it is pro- 
fitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and 
not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. And if thy 
right hand ofiTend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee ; for 
it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. It hath 
been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give 
her a writing of divorcement : but I say unto you, That who- 
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soever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of forni- 
cation, causeth her to commit adultery : and whosoever shall 
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 

Again, ye have heard that it hath been said' by them of old 
time, Thou shall not forswear thyself, but shall perform unto 
the Lord thine oaths : but I say unto you, Swear not at all ; 
neither by heaven ; for it is God's throne : nor by the earth ; 
for it is his footstool : neither hy Jerusalem ; for it is the city 
of the great King : neither shah thou swear by thy head ; 
because thou canst not make one hair white or black : but 
let your communication be Yea, yea ; Nay, nay : for what- 
soever is more than these cometh of evil. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth : but I say unto you, That ye resist 
not evil ; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, 
turn to him the other also. And if any man will sue thee at 
the law, and take away thy coat, let him h^ve thy cloak also. 
And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him 
twain. Give to him that aske^ thee, and ^m htm that 
would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate thine enemy : But I say unto you. Love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you ; that ye may be the children of your 
Father which is in heaven : for he maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on' the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what re- 
ward have ye 1 do not even the publicans the same ? And 
if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others ? 
do not even the publicans so t Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. 

Take heed that ye db not your alms before men, to be seen 
of them ; otherwise ye have no reward of your Father which 
is in heaven. Therefore, when thou doest thine alms, do not 
sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do, in the syna- 
gogues, and in the streets, that they may have glory of men. 
Verily I say unto you. They have their reward. But when 
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doeth : that thine alms may be in secret ; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret, himself shall reward thee openly. 
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And when thou prayest, thou, ahalt not be as the hypocrites 
are : for ibey love to pray standing in the synagogues, and 
in the comers of the streets, that they may be seen of men* 
Veriiy I say unto you, they have their reward. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet ; and when thou hast 
shut the door, pray to thy Father which is in secret ; and thy 
Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. '' 
But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do ; for they think that they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. Be not ye therefore like unto them ; for your 
Father knoweth what things ye have need of before ye ask 
him. After this manner therefore pray ye : Our Father 
which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation ; 
but deliver us from evil : For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you : but if ye forgive not men their tres- 
passes, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

Moreover, when ye fast, be not as the h3rpocrites, of sad 
countenance ; for they disfigure their faces, that they may 
appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward. But thou when thpu fastest, anoint thine head, 
and wash thy face ; that thou appear not unto men to fast, 
but unto thy Father which is in secret : and thy Father 
which seeth in secret, shall reweud thee openly. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal : but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through and steal : for where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also. 

The light of the body is the eye : if therefore thine eye be 
single, thy whole body shall be full of light But if thine 
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If, 
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is 
that darkness ! 

. No man can serve two masters : for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other ; or else he will hold to the onot 
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and decfpise the other. Ye cannot serve Grod and mammon. 
Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, 
what ye. shall eat, or what ye shall drink ; nor yet for year 
body> what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, 
and the foody than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns ; 
yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 
better than they ? Which of you by taking thought, can add 
one cubit unto his. stature 1 And why take ye thought for 
raiment? Consider the lilies of the field how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they spin ; yet I say unto you, That 
even Solomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of 
these. Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, 
which to day is, and, to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he 
not mud) more dothe you, O ye of little faith ? Therefore 
take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or. What shall 
we drink ? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed ? (for after 
all these things do the Gentiles seek ;) for your heaVenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But 
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness ; and 
all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no 
thought for the morrow : for the morrow shall take thought 
for the things of itself. Suflicient unto the day is the evil 
thereof. 

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judg- 
ment ye judge, ye shall be judged : and with what measure 
ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. And why he- 
boldest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but con- 
ajderest not the beam that is in thine own eye ? Or how wilt 
thou say to thy brother. Let me pull out the mote out of 
thine eye ? Thou hyprocrite, first cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye ; and then shak thou see clearly to cast out 
the mote out of thy brother's eye. 

Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye 
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their 
feet; and turn again and rend you. 

Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you : for every one that 
asketh, receiveth ; and he that seeketh, findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh, it shall be opened. Or what man is there of 
you, whom, if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone ? 
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or if be ask a fisb, will he give him a ifbrpenl t If ye then, 
. being evily know how to give good gifts unto your cbildran, 
bow much moie shall your Father which is in heaven giiie 
good things to tbera that ask him? Therefiire aU thm^ 
whatsoever ye would that men should do unto yoOy do ye 
even so to tbsm : §(x this is 4be law and the prophets* 

Enter ye in at the strait gate ; for wide is tfao gate, and 
broad is the way» that leadeth to destruction, and many theie 
be which go in thereat : because straight is the gate, aad 
narrow is the way^ wkiA leadeth unto lifey aad few there be 
that find it* 

Beware of false ppsphets^ wfaieli come to yea in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening weaves. Ye ehall 
know them by their fruits. Do men ga&er gtapea of thorns, 
or figs of thistles ? Bfven so every good taree briogeth forth 
good fruit ; but a corrupt tree brinf^th forth evil fruit. ^ A 
good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good firuit. Every tree that bringeth net 
fcHTth good fruit is hewn down,«nd cast into the fire. Where- 
fore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Ixtfd, shaH entor 
into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the' will of my 
Father which is in heaven. Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? and 
in thy name have cast out devils ? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works ? And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you : depart from me, ye that woric iniquity. 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them, I will likmi him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock ; and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house ; and it 
fell not : for it was founded upon a rock. And every one 
that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall 
be likefied unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
saad : and the rain descended, and the floods came, aad the 
wiuds blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell : and 
graat was the fall of k.—MaU. chap. V, VI, VU. 
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